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I. THE WRITING OF THE BOOK 

A. The Author – The Holy Spirit 
II Timothy 3:16 – “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness:” 

II Peter 1:21 – “For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.” 
B. The Human Penman – Luke the Physician 

I Corinthians 2:12, 13 – “Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; that we might know the things that are freely given to us of God.” 
13 “Which things also we speak, not in the words which man's wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual.”                                   (Scripture with Scripture)
Compare Acts 1:1 – “The former treatise have I made, O Theophilus, of all that Jesus began both to do and teach,” 

With Luke 1:1-4 - (  (words former, Theophilus) 
And the similarities between Luke 24:49-52 and Acts 1:3-12 - ( 

The similarity in spirit, style, vocabulary, and technical medical language leads to the obvious conclusion that both books have the same penman. 
1. Internal Biblical Evidence 
(The emphasis by the penman upon the humanity of the Lord Jesus Christ 

Christ genealogy taken back to Adam – 

Luke 3:23 -38 - ( 

Information about Christ’s boyhood – 

Luke 2 – from birth to age twelve  
(The details of the physical side of life – 

Christ’s conception and birth, the attention given to healing
These are all things doctors are interested in 

Healing is mentioned some 27 times in the Gospel according to Luke, compared to 28 x’s in the other 3 Gospels combined

(The Methodical approach to the writing – 

Luke 1:3 – “to write unto thee in order,”  this is indicative of an educated man

2. External Non-Biblical Evidence 
The testimony of the early Church Fathers – 

Men like Irenaeus, Clement of Alexandria and Tertullian, 

Men who pastured churches in the 2nd and 3rd centuries 

Their testimony of Luke being the writer of the Book of Acts has never been questioned by Bible believing folks. 

C. So who is Luke? 

Luke is mentioned only 3 times in the NT and that is by Paul in his Prison Epistles (Ephesians, Colossians, Philippians & Philemon) 
He is called the “beloved physician”- Colossians 4:14 
He is called one of Paul’s “fellowlabourers”- Philemon 24 

He stood faithfully by Paul to the end of the apostle’s life – 

II Timothy 4:11 – “Only Luke is with me. Take Mark, and bring him with thee: for he is profitable to me for the ministry.” 

D. The Date of the Writing 

Around 63 A.D. 

The historical events recorded in the Book of Acts covers a period of approximately 33 years 

Luke was writing to Theophilus which means “lover of God”
From Luke 1:3 we learn that he was of notable regard – possibly a high-ranking government official in Rome. 

THE WRITING OF THE BOOK
II. THE NATURE OF THE BOOK 

A. It is a Historical Account 

Where the Gospel according to Luke is an account of – 
“all that Jesus began both to do and teach, Until the day in which He was taken up,” 

The Book of Acts is an account of all that Jesus did after He ascended back to glory in the presences of the Holy Spirit

It is the New Testament Book of “His” story 

B. It is an Accurate Account 

Since the Book of Acts is Holy Scripture and has God as its Author, it is inerrant in every detail – 
Titus 1:2c – “In hope of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie, promised before the world began;” 

John 10:35 – “If he called them gods, unto whom the word of God came, and the scripture cannot be broken;” 

Luke’s primary sources where eyewitness accounts –                           

Luke 1:1, 2 

Luke claimed: 

( Apostolic witness of the facts

According to – 

II Peter 3:2 – “That ye may be mindful of the words which were spoken before by the holy prophets, and of the commandment of us the apostles of the Lord and Saviour:” 

Jude 17 – “But, beloved, remember ye the words which were spoken before of the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ;” 

Ephesians 2:20 – “And are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief corner stone;” 

(Special Divine Revelation of the facts (given to Luke) 
Luke 1:3 – “having had perfect understanding of all things from the very first,” 

Luke 10:7 is quoted by Paul in I Timothy 5:18 and it is called 
“Scripture” 

“And in the same house remain, eating and drinking such things as they give: for the labourer is worthy of his hire. Go not from house to house.” 
“For the scripture saith, Thou shalt not muzzle the ox that treadeth out the corn.(Deut.25:4) And, The labourer is worthy of his reward.” 

Over the years the critics have attacked the Gospel according to Luke for so-called historical inaccuracies, but archaeological discoveries have since shown that they are wrong

C. It is an Action Account 

The Book is not the “thought, dreams, plans or desires of the Apostles but the ACTS of the Apostle. 

We see people being saved and churches being started and folks obeying by faith the Great Commission and going out and winning people to the Lord and starting new churches and doing it all over again and again.

Their organization was simple and limited – 

The early church had to depend on the Power of God’s Word and the Presence of the Holy Spirit and NOT on man’s organizational structures, schemes, and gimmicks! 
D. It is a Useful Account 
Together with the Gospel according to Luke, the Book of Acts was written to instruct the child of God in the Christian faith – 

Luke 1:4 – “That thou mightest know the certainty of those things, wherein thou hast been instructed.” 

The Book of Acts gives us the greatest insight into the life and ministry of the early churches in the apostolic age
As Baptist, our desire should be to follow in the principles and practices of the earliest and most untainted of God wonderful creations – the Church. 
THE WRITING OF THE BOOK
THE NATURE OF THE BOOK 

III. THE THEME OF THE BOOK 

A. Key Verse – 

Acts 1:8 – “But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.” 

B. Key Word – “Witness” 

The word is found 21 times in the Book of Acts (17 times in the context of Acts 1:8) 

A “witness” is someone who has first-hand knowledge of something, and therefore is able to verify, certify, corroborate, and or authenticate it to be so. 

We cannot “witness” (verb) until we first become a “witness” (noun) 

This word “witness” is the word from which we get the English word “martyr” 

A true “witness for Christ is one who is willing to put his life on the line for their Saviour. 

(Could this be why we are so ineffective in our witnessing, because we do not have that kind of commitment to our testimonies?) 

Acts 5:40-42 - (  Acts 20:20-24 
C. The Importance 

The Book of Acts is a vital link between the Gospels
(one church, founded by Christ) and the Epistles (many churches) 
The great doctrinal lesson of the Book is that every Christian and every ministry should be: 

1. CHURCH-CENTERED

2. CHURCH-SPONSORED

3. CHURCH-GOVERNED

It is God’s plan for the age that the Lord’s work (preaching, teaching, evangelism, benevolence, etc.) be carried out by the Lord’s people, directed by the Holy Spirit through the Lord’s Churches! 
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