THE BOOK OF ACTS SERMON SERIES #10
The Response of the Ungodly – Acts 4:1-22

THE RESPONSE OF THE UNGODLY
DATE: 
TEXT: Acts 4:1-22 

INTRODUCTION: 

In the previous sermon in this series, we dealt with the exciting story of God healing the lame man. 
We saw that when the Lord healed him, he went into the temple, and the Bible says - 

"And all the people saw him walking and praising God: And they knew that it was he which sat for alms at the Beautiful Gate of the temple... " 

Anyone who knew this man, knew this was a miracle, because they knew he had been lame from the time he was born, and now they saw him walking. 
They never thought they would ever see him doing that. 

Everyone who saw this miracle should have been rejoicing, but when Peter preached the truth to them, they became angry. 

Those who rejected Christ should have at least admitted to themselves it had been a miracle. 
That could not be denied. 

Instead, the church leaders and their cohorts joined hands against Peter and John, because they wanted to justify their evil deeds, and Peter and John were exposing them for what they were. 

People have not changed. 
Consider the following example: 

Illus: On April 3, 1991, the "Today's Show" dealt with teenage suicides. They showed how a vast majority of those who committed suicide, were homosexuals. They had a psychiatrist on the show, to help them in explaining why those deceived young people were committing suicide.                        She explained that society was not educated to being sensitive to, and accepting of, the homosexual people as good people. She blamed much of the suicide on right-wing preachers, who preached against homosexuality. 

I guess she did not think that the God Who made us, should know what is best for us! 
God commanded, in Leviticus 18:22 – 
“Thou shalt not lie with mankind, as with womankind: it is abomination.”

It is the same today as in the past, usually ungodly people outnumber God's people. 
Today, ungodly people control the air ways. 
Remember, just because news reporters express their liberal views, does not mean they are right!  

Homosexuality goes against all God has placed within us. 
The sin of homosexuality is such a deplorable sin; it takes its toll on people. 
A person can only live with so much guilt, before it becomes more than he can bear. 
Many homosexuals commit suicide, because it is such a disgusting sin, and they feel so guilty for allowing themselves to fall so low. 

This is not the fault of the man who proclaims the truth of God's Word, as he warns people to turn away from this sin. 
~~~OPENING PRAYER~~~
Let's take a look at the response of the ungodly, after God did the marvelous work of healing the man who had been born lame. 

I. THE CHARGE
Look at verses 1-4. We read - ( 

Luke told Theophilus that the great miracle of the healing of the lame man, gave the disciples an excellent chance to be accepted by the multitudes. 

They took full advantage of that, and began to preach that God could do a greater miracle than that. 

They began to preach - “…Through Jesus the resurrection from the dead” –v.2
You would think, even though they perhaps might reject the miracle of the healing of the lame man, they would want to hear about the resurrection, because that was something that would affect all of them personally one day; but instead, they became angry at that teaching. 

Look at verse 2. We read - “Being grieved that they taught the people, and preached through Jesus the resurrection from the dead.”

Why would they be angry about the preaching of the resurrection? 
Possibly for two reasons:

A. Because of Money 
They stood to loose income, if many of the Jews turned to Christ, because the Christian Jews were using their money to spread the gospel, and help Christians who did not have enough money to live on. 

A similar situation is spoken about in Acts 19. Turn there. 

Paul went to that mighty town of Ephesus, and preached the gospel. 

Look at Acts 19: 17-20, we read - ( 
Again, as the Word of God grew, so did the opposition. 
People who were being converted left their idolatry, so those who made the idols were facing a real recession. 

Continue to read in verses 23-29, we read - (
Anytime you start to cut the devil’s crowd out of their money, they are going to get upset.

Pornography / editor, Larry Flynt, has done all he can do to dig up evil in the lives of conservative politicians. 
Why? Because he sees them as a threat to his pocket book, and he is trying to destroy them, before they destroy him. 

Church history records stories of great revivals that caused men to turn from their liquor and sin. 
As preachers spoke out against prostitution, night clubs, dope, etc., God would convict hearts and many turned to the Lord. 
When this happened, the bar owners and liquor salesmen would use every means at their disposal to fight those preachers, and revivals, and they would make it hard on Christians. 

How sad it is to know that not very many liquor dealers, tobacco salesmen, prostitutes, etc., have to fight very hard to defend their living any more.            

Satan has so conditioned Christians, that they no longer are angry at sin. 
They no longer fight it. 
They may speak out against it, but no action is taken, on a large enough scale, to move the world to action against them, as was the case in the days of the New Testament church. 

Oh, that revival might again sweep our mighty nation! 

There is another reason why people get angry when God's Word is preached: 

B. Because of Righteousness
Righteousness applies in two areas: 

1. The righteousness of Christ is imputed to us once we become Christians. At Salvation. 

When God sees us, He does not see our sin, but the righteousness of Christ.     

2. The righteousness that applies to the “right way of living.” 

When a preacher preaches from this Bible, he tells people how they should live to please the Lord.  
But, most people do not want to live lives that are pleasing to the Lord; they want to please themselves. 
They get angry when the preacher tells them they need to accept Christ so their lives will change, because without Him they are not living right. 

When Peter began to preach the resurrection, the religious crowd of that day realized that such a message could definitely be a threat to them. 
They stood to lose some members from their flock, so they did not rejoice; they had the disciples arrested, and charged them with heresy. 

Well, the Word of God had already done its powerful deed. 
Verse 4 says – 

"Howbeit, many of them which heard the word believed, and the number of the men was about-five thousand.”

We looked at THE CHARGE in verses 1 through 4, but now let us look at- 

II. THE COUNCIL
Look at Acts 4:5-12. We read - (
Jesus in Matthew 10:17 had warned the disciples while He was here on earth, that they would be delivered up before councils, and tried as common criminals. 
“But beware of men: for they will deliver you up to the councils, and they will scourge you in their synagogues;” 

Now they could relate to what He had said. 
The council asked Peter and John in v. 7 – 
”By what power, or by what name, have ye done this.” 

In other words – 
“Just who do you think you are? Who gave you the authority to preach the death, burial and resurrection of Christ Jesus?”

That is a fair question, but it would have also been fair to ask the Sadducees just who had given them the authority to preach that there was no resurrection! 

Illus: Reminds me of a young girl who was to say a prayer at her high school graduation. 
The principal said, “In order not to offend the Jewish parents, I want you not to mention the name of Jesus in your prayer.” 
She said, “I will be glad not to mention the name of Jesus in my prayer. But I understand a Jewish classmate is going to close in prayer, and I must insist that she mentions the name of Christ, or else I will be offended.”

So the disciples have every right, to ask them who gave them the authority to say they cannot preach the resurrection of Christ. 

The chief teaching of the Sadducees was that there is no resurrection, and that is why they are “Sad-you-see...”         

Seriously, they believed there was no resurrection, and they felt they had the authority to peddle their damnable, and hopeless religion on everyone else. 

Illus: Suppose someone asked us that same question.  
“By what power or by what name, have you done this?" 
Suppose we answered that we had been given that authority by the President of the United States. 
We would feel comfortable with that authority. 

But, the fact is, we have a greater authority than the President of the United States, we have the Lord Jesus, the Creator of life, Who gave us this authority. 

Sometimes, we go about spreading the gospel as if we had been told to mind our own business, because that is what we are doing. 

It is the business of Christians to boldly proclaim this gospel, and not let those who reject it intimidate us. 
We must not be silent. 
One of the last things the Lord did, was give us authority, and commanded us to preach the good news of the gospel. 

Look at Mark 16:15-16. 
We read - “And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved: but he that believeth not shall be damned.”

Christians have the greatest authority that can be given to mankind! 
The Charge, the Council and …

III. THE COURAGE
Look at Acts 4:13-15 - ( 
The last time Peter was near that judgment hall, he had been asked if he was a disciple of the Lord Jesus, and he turned coward and denied that he even knew of this man. 

Look at the new Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit now! 

He stands before them without even a tremor. 
They accused him, and he, in return, accused them! 

In Acts 4: 8-12, we read - ( 

Such is the courage that the Holy Spirit gives us! 

The Charge, the Council, the Courage and …

IV. THE CONFUSION
Look at Acts 4:16. We read -  
“Saying, What shall we do to these men? for that indeed a notable miracle hath been done by them is manifest to all them that dwell in Jerusalem; and we cannot deny it.”

The lost world does not know what to do with us. 
They know what it would be like if Christians were not around.

They lost world does not know what to do with Christians.

They cannot live with us, and they certainly cannot live without us. 

V. THE CONNIVING
In Acts 4:17-22,  we read - (
A. Their Response  

In verses 17-18, 21a, the ungodly council got tough with the disciples. 

B. The Reply 
In verses 19-22, the godly gave a firm reply. 
They could not help but speak the things they had seen and heard! 

CONCLUSION: 
So what will be your response to the ungodly? 

You can go through life and not have any problems, just keep your mouth shout. 

Or you can be obedience and speak up for your Saviour. 

If you decide to speak up, you can be assured it will bring a response. 

Either with someone being saved, or someone getting mad.  
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