THE BOOK OF DANIEL #11
Daniel in the Lion’s Den – Daniel 11:12-28

DANIEL IN THE LIONS DEN
DATE:

TEXT: Daniel 6:12-28

INTRODUCTION

This scene in the Bible is perhaps one of the most familiar in the entire Bible 
It is one that we heard and learned as children 
It is the story of Daniel in the Lion’s den 
Daniel’s night in the den of lions is another wonderful example of God’s power and what He can do in the life of those who serve Him 
In our last study we looked at vs. 1-11 and thought about The Testimony of Daniel 
We saw in the events that transpired that Daniel lived a Contagious, Consistent, and Clean Christian life  

As we look at the events of vs. 12-28 we see that living for God does not always shelter us from adversity 
God doesn’t always stop bad things from happening to good people 
However, God is always faithful  
As we will see this so gloriously demonstrated in Daniel’s life

~~~Prayer~~~ 
Let’s look at this familiar story and let’s start by thinking about:

I. THE “DECEPTION OF THE PRINCES”
In our last study we saw how Daniel was given a place of authority exceeded only by the king himself 
We read in vs. 1-3  
Daniel was rewarded for his excellent spirit 
But in the case of the other princes, they were all jealous of Daniel’s position and prosperity

In their jealously they decided to take certain steps to hurt Daniel 
Think back to our last study and:

A. The Plan that was ‘Staged’
These jealous princes tried to find something in Daniel’s life in which they could discredit him before the king 
They could find nothing 
They knew that the only way they could lay a finger on him was “concerning the law of his God” – v.5 
So, they came up with a plan 
In an act of deception they went before the king and pretended they were interested in honoring the king 
We read in v.7 – 
“All the presidents of the kingdom, the governors, and the princes, the counselors, and the captains, have consulted together to establish a royal statute, and to make a firm decree, that whosoever shall ask a petition of any God or man for thirty days, save of thee, O king, he shall be cast into the den of lions” 
I can see the king’s head swell 
I can hear him say - “Well, what a nice thought fellows. I appreciate that. Sounds like a good idea to me. Let’s do it”

The king signed the decree and it became law 
The decree was posted on the palace walls and throughout the city 
Criers proclaimed to the citizens of Babylon: 
“For thirty days, no one can pray to any god or man or ask of anything from either a god or man, but the king” 
The stage was now set 
They knew by the testimony that Daniel had that Daniel couldn’t / wouldn’t go thirty days without talking to His God 
The truth is Daniel couldn’t go thirty minutes without praying (How often does God enter your thoughts) 
We read in v.10 – 
“Now when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went into his house; and his windows being open in his chamber toward Jerusalem, he kneeled upon his knees three times a day, and prayed, and gave thanks before his God, as he did aforetime” 
As far as Daniel was concerned, the law of God held precedence over the law of man 
Once the stage was set all they had to do was wait
It was not long before Daniel gave them what they wanted 
And they were there to catch him – v.11 
He violated the king’s decree 
The Plan that was ‘Staged’
And with his disobedience we see:

B. The Plan that was ‘Sprung’
The moment Daniel disobeyed the king’s decree they made a beeline to the king  
We read in v.12 – 
“Then they came near, and spake before the king concerning the king’s decree; Hast thou not signed a decree, that every man that shall ask a petition of any God or man within thirty days, save of thee, O king, shall be cast into the den of lions? The king answered and said, The thing is true, according to the law of the Medes and Persians, which altereth not” 
They said - “King did you not sign into law such a decree?” 
The king not knowing what was behind their question answered in the affirmative

Then with glee they said to the king in v.13 – 
“That Daniel, which is of the children of the captivity of Judah, regardeth not thee, O king, nor the decree that thou hast signed, but maketh his petitions three times a day”  
Their hatred of Daniel is so obvious in their words 
It was “that Daniel” 
There was no respect for whom or what he was 
It was just “that Daniel” 
Furthermore, they referred to him with disdain as one “of the children of the captivity of Judah” 
They were saying - “He is a foreigner, He is not even one of us”

In a split second the king knew that he had been deceived 
We read in v.14 - “Then the king, when he heard these words, was sore displeased with himself” 
He had great respect for Daniel and he knew that he had been duped 
Truth: The actions of the princes remind us to what depths a jealous and spiteful person will go 
They had only one goal and that was to destroy Daniel 
I have seen people lie and do almost anything to hurt others 
How sad when someone allows their heart to become so infested with jealously, hatred, and envy

Ill. Someone was right when they said, “Jealously is fatal to those who cherish it, for it will transform the noble into monsters.”  Another has said that, “Envy’s a coal coming hissing hot from hell.” 
It had turned these princes into monsters 
Like a coal hissing hot from hell, 
Daniel was the object of their jealously and they created their plot to have him destroyed

Not only do we see, THE “DECEPTION OF THE PRINCES”
But we also see:

II. THE “DISTRESS OF THE KING”
The king, although he loved and had the greatest respect for Daniel, knew that his princes had put him in a bind 
He even states in v.12 that according to the law of the Medes and Persians, such a decree could not be rescinded 
The moment he had signed the decree it became an irreversible law 
Daniel would have to be thrown into the den of lions!
We read in v.14 that the king “was sore displeased with himself” 
He kicked himself for being deceived by the princes and for falling for their plot 
The hours that followed created great distress for the king 
First, there was:

A. A ‘Fruitless Day’
We read in v.14 that the king “set his heart on Daniel to deliver him” 
He determined that he would do everything he could to save Daniel  
V.14 adds that “he labored till the going down of the sun to deliver him” 
Darius spent the whole day trying to change the outcome
I am sure he called all of his legal experts in to see if they could find a loophole by which he could deliver Daniel from execution 
Maybe there was a precedent that could be found that allowed the king to reverse a law 
It was all in vain for we read in v.15 that the princes reminded him of that the law was irreversible: 
“Then these men assembled unto the king, and said unto the king, Know, O king, that the law of the Medes 
and Persians is, that no decree nor statute which the king establisheth may be changed” 
All of his efforts were in vain 
The king had no choice but to carry out the law he had enacted 
We read in v.16 – 
“Then the king commanded, and they brought Daniel, and cast him into the den of lions” 
In spite of all he tried, it had been A ‘Fruitless Day’
After Daniel was thrown into the den of lions certain procedures were taken 
We read in v.17 – 
“And a stone was brought, and laid upon the mouth of the den; and the king sealed it with his own signet, and with the signet of his lords; that the purpose might not be changed concerning Daniel” 
The stone was placed over the den so that Daniel could not escape 
No doubt it was a very heavy stone making it impossible for Daniel to move it
The king placed his seal upon the tomb thereby guaranteeing that no one else would attempt to free Daniel 
The highest crime that one could commit was to break the king’s seal 
Even the seals of his lords were added as further security 
Every step was taken to insure that Daniel could not be delivered from the fate that awaited him
Added to his Fruitless Day was:

B. A ‘Restless Night’
We read in v.18 – 
“Then the king went to his palace, and passed the night fasting: neither were instruments of musick brought before him: and his sleep went from him”  
He had no desire to eat 
It was the custom for the king to be entertained and have music during his dinner but on this night he was not interested 
He tried to sleep, but rolled and tossed all night 
I would say it was the longest night of his life 
All he could think about was Daniel in the den of lions
Ill. Someone has said that a good conscience is a soft pillow, but a bad conscience makes a hard bed 
Just ask Darius 
He knew the sting of an accusing conscience
There were the princes and the king, but there was also Daniel 
From the time he had arrived in Babylon he had experienced God’s amazing power in his life 
But God is not through showing Daniel and others what He can do 
THE “DECEPTION OF THE PRINCES”
THE “DISTRESS OF THE KING”
Lastly, notice:

III. THE “DELIVERANCE OF DANIEL”
Just before Darius had Daniel thrown into the den of lions he made a wonderful statement 
In v.16 we read – 
“Now the king spake and said unto Daniel, Thy God whom thou servest continually, he will deliver thee” 
First, he spoke of the consistency of the life Daniel lived 
Even in the face of execution, Daniel lived for God and the king took note of this 
Then he said to Daniel - “Thy God…will deliver thee” 
Let me paraphrase what the king said: 
“Daniel, I have done everything I can to keep this from happening but I have no choice. But I believe your God will take care of you” 
Darius was absolutely right 
God would deliver Daniel  
Notice with me:

A. His ‘Preservation’
After rolling and tossing all night and walking the floor, early the next morning the king went to check on Daniel  
We read in vs. 19, 20  
A “lamentable voice” speaks of a voice filled with anguish 
He asks - “Is you’re God able?” 
Is He able? 
That’s like asking if water is wet or fire is hot 
Is He able? Oh, yes he is able 
V.21 says - “Then said Daniel unto the king, O king, live for ever” 
We read in v. 22 - “My God hath sent his angel, and hath shut the lions' mouths, that they have not hurt me: forasmuch as before him innocency was found in me; and also before thee, O king, have I done no hurt” 
Daniel says - “I am fine, in fact I even had some company for the night”

There was not on scratch or mark on Daniel 
We read in v.23 – 
“Then was the king exceeding glad for him, and commanded that they should take Daniel up out of the den. So Daniel was taken up out of the den, and no manner of hurt was found upon him, because he believed in his God” 
Take special note of the words - “because he believed in his God” 
Daniel was never worried for one moment 
He believed that God would take care of him 
God is able; therefore we can trust Him in every situation of life 
God delivered Daniel and He can deliver us!
Daniel’s ‘Preservation’
Also notice:

B. His ‘Vindication’
We read in v.24 – 
“And the king commanded, and they brought those men which had accused Daniel, and they cast them into the den of lions, them, their children, and their wives; and the lions had the mastery of them, and brake all their bones in pieces or ever they came at the bottom of the den.” 
The very ones that had plotted and connived to have Daniel destroyed ended up being destroyed themselves
Not only themselves but their families also!  
I have no doubt that before their bodies ever hit the floor they were being ripped apart by the lions
V.24 – “…and the lions had the mastery of them, and brake all their bones in pieces or ever they came at the bottom of the den”
God saw to it that not only was Daniel preserved, but his good name as well 
Daniel had honored God and now God had honored him  

The whole affair resulted in ultimately God getting the praise and glory for all that happened 
We read in vs. 25-27  
God may let us go through the lion’s den, 
But it ultimately is to bring Him glory!

THE “DECEPTION OF THE PRINCES”
THE “DISTRESS OF THE KING”
THE “DELIVERANCE OF DANIEL”
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