THE BOOK OF ACTS SERMON SERIES #11 
That’s My Crowd – Acts 4:23-35 

THAT'S OUR CROWD
DATE: 

TEXT: Acts 4:23-35
INTRODUCTION: 
( Imagine being part of a church that is growing by leaps and bounds … 
( A church where 3,000 are saved at one service and another 5,000 are saved at another service
( Imagine being part of a church where the extraordinary is normal and miracles are a part of everyday life. 
( Imagine being part of a church that is witnessing God answer prayers immediately … 
( Where all the members love one another … 
( Where the power of God is in evidence and …
( Where Jesus Christ is truly the centerpiece of everything that happens
( Imagine a church where everyone is in love with the Lord 
If I could find a church like that, I would have to say – 
"That's Our Crowd!"

Well, the early church in Jerusalem was just like that. 
                                                                                                                 They enjoyed the miraculous display of the presence and power of God on a daily basis. 
They saw souls saved in abundance. 
They were living in a day when the extraordinary was the order of the day. 
But, all wasn't sunshine and roses! 
When you go all out for Jesus, the lost and the religious aren't going to like it much. 
So it was for these people.

After the lame man was healed at the Beautiful Gate of the Temple, the people in Jerusalem began to listen to the message of the Apostles. 
When this happened, the religious elite arrested John and Peter, threw them in prison and brought them before the Sanhedrin for trial. 
At this trial, John and Peter preached the Gospel!
The Sanhedrin then issued an order forbidding them from preaching the Name of Jesus any longer and let them leave. 
When that meeting was over, the two disciples returned to the place where the church was gathered 
(No doubt praying, for their leaders) 
                                                                                                             When they told these folks what had happened (instead of being upset and fearful) a worship service broke out. 
I would like for us to look in on the events of that day and see how these people conducted themselves in the midst of persecution. 
As we see them respond to this situation, we are given a glimpse into their heart and we can see why the hand of the Lord was so active in their midst.

I would also like us to understand that what the Lord did then, He can still do today! 
He has not changed!  

Hebrews 13:8 – “Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever.” 

If anything has changed it’s His people. 
Let's notice some facts about these people that made them special … (And that can make us special as well) 
If the same things are true concerning this church
Let me share with you why I say, "That's Our Crowd!"
~~~OPENING PRAYER~~~
I. THEY WERE A “WORSHIPING” CROWD - vs. 24-31
When these early Christians hear the report from the Apostles, they do not react with fear and trembling. 
                                                                                                                  They do not seek a place to hide. 
Instead, they turn their hearts to the Lord in worship. 
Notice how this crowd worshiped the Lord.
A. They Worshiped With Their “Presence” – vs. 24a, 31
When it came time for the church to meet, these folks did not have to be rounded up and hunted down. (Acts 2:1b) 
They were in their place when it came time for worship! 
This is God's desire for all His children. 
Hebrews 10:25 – “Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching.”                                                                                                              

I realize that there are times when it’s necessary to miss church.  
However, some folks have gotten good at making excuses 
Of course, if it is true that absence makes the heart grow fonder, then some folks must really love this church!
Just let me say that a faith that won't take you to church will not likely take you to Heaven either!
Illustration:  The following statistics reveal church is the safest place of all. 
                                                                                                    Automobiles account for 20 percent of all fatal accidents, while 17 percent of fatalities occur at home. 
Fourteen percent happen to pedestrians on streets and sidewalks. 
Travel by air, rail, or water causes 16 percent of the deaths. 
Yet, of all reported deaths, only .001 percent occurd in worship services.
Illustration:  Don't wait until the hearse hauls you to church. 
If you do, you will go, regardless of the weather. 
There will be beautiful flowers there, but you won't enjoy them. 
The pastor may say some good things about you, but you won't be able to hear them. 
There will be beautiful music, but you won't be enjoying it. 
There will be heartfelt prayers, but they will not touch your heart. 
There will be friends and relatives there, but you will not worship with them. 
You will go, no matter how many hypocrites are there. 
You will go, no matter how much you are needed at home. 
You won't be concerned about whether you're dressed right. 
                                                                                                          After that final trip you will never have to decide whether to attend church or not. 
You'll never get another chance. 
Why not go to church while there is time to enjoy it and to receive a blessing?
The Crowd that’s “Present” is our Crowd!
They Worshiped With Their “Presence”
B. They Worshiped With Their “Praise” – vs. 24-28
When their worship began, it included praise. 
They began their prayer by calling on the Lord and blessing 
His Name! 
Notice what they praised God for: 
(By the way, these very same reasons that lead them to praise the Lord are still just as true for us.) 

1. Praise for “God's Person” – v. 24
They began by praising God for Who He is! 
That is a reason for praise that will never cease to be! 
Every saint of God should take the time to praise God for Who He is and for the attributes that make Him God! 
                                                                                                                   (His Holiness, grace, mercy, goodness, love, presence, peace, power, glory, hope, all that God is gives us ample reason to praise His lovely Name!) 
Truth: (The reaction of the bride in the Song of Solomon.) 
In Song 5:10-15, she tries to describe the love of her life. 
She finally concluded by saying that "He is altogether lovely." 
Everything about him caused her to praise him. 
So it is with God! 
Everything about Him should cause the saints to praise Him 
Praise for “God's Person”
2. Praise For “God's Provision” – vs. 25-27
These verses recount the hatred of the world toward Jesus and the sacrifice of Jesus on the cross for the sins of the world. 
Psalm 2 - (
They praise God for His gift.

If there was ever a valid reason to praise the Lord, it is the death of Christ on the cross for our sins! 
The fact that he took our place, paid our debt and set us free is a reason to praise! 
                                                                                                                 ( When I think that my sins are gone! 
( When I think that I have been forgiven! 
( When I think that I have a home in Heaven! 
( When I think that God is my Father, Jesus is my Brother and the Holy Spirit is my Comforter. 
( When I think of the price He paid, of the love He showed, of the gift He gave, I cannot but praise Him! 
Hallelujah!

Truth: There is still a valid place for praise in the house of God! 
Many do not like it, but our God is still worthy of all the praise, honor and glory we can offer to Him. 
In fact, praise is not an option, but a command – 
Hebrews 13:15 – “By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to his name.” 

Psalm 47:1 – “O clap your hands, all ye people; shout unto God with the voice of triumph.” 

Psalm 5:11 – “But let all those that put their trust in thee rejoice: let them ever shout for joy, because thou defendest them: let them also that love thy name be joyful in thee.” 

                                                                                                              Isaiah 12:6 – “Cry out and shout, thou inhabitant of Zion: for great is the Holy One of Israel in the midst of thee.” 

God save us from a dead spirit in the house God, when we have such a glorious God in the midst of His church!
Praise for “God's Person”
Praise For “God's Provision”
3. Praise for “God's Power” – v. 28a
They mention God's "hand". 
This is a reference to His great power. 
To His ability to exert supernatural power to accomplish His will. 
May I say that God has not changed! 
He is still the same today as He has ever been! 
He still has "all power in Heaven and in earth" – 
Matthew 28:18 – “And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth.” 

He is still the great "I AM" of Exodus 3:14  
He is still a God Who is "able to do exceedingly, abundantly above all that we can ask or think." – Ephesians 3:20. 
He is still God!

                                                                                                             Truth: How many mountains has He moved for you? 
Shouldn’t you praise Him? 
How many times have you seen God do the impossible? 
Isn’t He worthy of your praise? 
How many times has He moved to answer your prayers? 
Don’t you think that He should be praised for that? (I do!)  
That “Praising” Crowd is Our Crowd!

Truth: By the way, if you don't praise Him, be careful about criticizing those who do! 
After all, they have more Bible for their actions than you do for yours!
Praise for “God's Person”
Praise For “God's Provision”
Praise for “God's Power”
4. Praise For “God's Providence” – v. 28b
They took the time to praise God for His providence. 
That is, they praised Him that in the death of Jesus, things worked out just as He had planned them to. 
They thanked God that He is in control of all of life! 
                                                                                                               What a lesson for you and me! 
If we really believe that God is in control, then why not praise Him for all of life, even the parts that we do not like and that are hard to understand? 
If we really believe that He is Who He says He is, …

Then we can thank Him that (even in the middle of difficulty) things are going according to plan. 
Just let me remind you that regardless of what comes your way in life (if you are saved) God is behind all of it -  
Romans 8:28 – “And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose.” 

He is planning your path – 
Psalm 37:23 – “The steps of a good man are ordered by the LORD: and he delighteth in his way.” 

 And He is going before you to make your victory possible - 
I Corinthians 15:57 – “But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

Romans 8:37 – “Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us.” 

II Corinthians 2:14 – “Now thanks be unto God, which always causeth us to triumph in Christ, and maketh manifest the savour of his knowledge by us in every place.” 

                                                                                                                Don't you think He deserves praise for His great control of all of life?

That “Praising” Crowd is Our Crowd!
They Worshiped With Their “Presence”
They Worshiped With Their “Praise”
C. They Worshiped With Their “Prayers” – vs. 29-30
After they praise Him, they begin to ask Him for some very specific things related to their situation. 

1. Prayed For God's “Investigation” – v. 29a  

Notice that they did not condemn, they merely asked God to take notice. 
Of course, they knew that God already knew the situation - 
Hebrews 4:13 – “Neither is there any creature that is not manifest in his sight: but all things are naked and opened unto the eyes of him with whom we have to do.” 

Proverbs 15:3 – “The eyes of the LORD are in every place, beholding the evil and the good.” 

But they reminded Him nonetheless. 

This is what the Lord wants us to do with the perplexing situations of life. 
                                                                                                         He does not want us to worry, but He wants us to bring our matters to Him in prayer – 
Philippians 4:6-7 – “Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God.” 
7 “And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.” 

He already knows 
Our prayers merely demonstrated the fact that we know He knows and 
That we believe He will take care of the matter!
Prayed For God's “Investigation”
2. Prayed For God's “Infilling” – v. 29b
They prayed for the filling of the Spirit so that they might boldly proclaim His message! 
They wanted the power of God on their lives. 
Notice that they took the place of "servants", literally, "slaves", before God. 
They bowed humbly and asked God to take them and use them for His glory.

( This is the kind of praying we need in the church today. 
                                                                                                                           We need to be actively asking God visit upon His church His supernatural power. 
We need His power to witness, to worship, to preach, to carry the Gospel to the ends of the earth. 
We need Him to get the job done, because we cannot do it by ourselves – 
John 15:5 – “I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing.” 

                                                                                                    Philippians 4:13 – “I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.” 

We need to pray for God's power to be on His church and on His people!
Prayed For God's “Investigation”
Prayed For God's “Infilling”
3. Prayed For God's “Intervention” – v. 30
They ended their prayer by asking God to get personally involved in the situation. 
They wanted him to demonstrate His approval of the church by manifesting His power through the church. 
They merely prayed that God would show up in the midst of His people.

                                                                                                                 ( Again, this is a valid object of prayer in our times as well. 
We need to pray that God will do the miraculous in the midst of His church once again. 
(Now, I am not referring to what some people are doing and trying to say it’s of God.) 
I am referring to an old fashioned moving of God among His people. 
We need His intervention in our day! 
Let us not be afraid to ask Him for it. 
He will answer – 
Matthew 7:7-8 – “Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you:” 
8 “For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened.” 


Jeremiah 33:3 – “Call unto me, and I will answer thee, and shew thee great and mighty things, which thou knowest not.” 

Isaiah 65:24 – “And it shall come to pass, that before they call, I will answer; and while they are yet speaking, I will hear.” 

(Nothing honors God as much as does the prayer of faith!)

That “Praying Crowd is Our Crowd!
They Worshiped With Their “Presence”
                                                                                                              They Worshiped With Their “Praise”
They Worshiped With Their “Prayers”
D. They Worshiped With “Power” – v. 31
This was no ordinary church service! 
As soon as they finished praying to the Lord, they experienced an immediate answer to their prayers.

1. The “Place Was Shaken” – 
When the Lord shows up it cannot be hidden! 
He turned their prayer meeting upside down! 
In other words, things got different real fast.

By the way, you know when God shows up!
When God’s in the House, things cannot stay calm and collected. 
When God shows up (and the Holy Spirit moves in) that place will be shaken for the glory of God. 
We need God to shake us up these days! 
We need Him to move in these services so that things are not run of the mill. 
Our world needs to know that God is alive and that He is in the midst of His people!

                                                                                                            Truth: Most people would not like a real move of God. 
That is evident by the number of dead churches all around. 
However, I say, "God, pour on us all you have! 
Give us your power, your presence and your glory. 
Move in such a way as to shake this place, that you people might worship you once again!"
The “Place Was Shaken”
2. The “People Were Saturated” – 
When the Lord moved in those who were looking for something got it! 
This verse says that they were "all" filled with the Holy Ghost. 
Could you imagine what would happen in our homes and our communities if every member of this church was filled with the Holy Ghost? 
Not only would we be shaken, but the world around us would be too! 
There would be revival in the churches and the communities again. 
We would see whole families come to faith in Christ. 
We would see a difference in everything we do in life.

                                                                                                                  ( Some would counter that this was an extraordinary event. 
I would beg to differ! 
Ephesians 5:18 is a clear command for EVERY Christian to be filled with the Spirit of God.
The “Place Was Shaken”
The “People Were Saturated”
3. The “Proclamation Was Sounded” – 
When the Lord began to move in their hearts, they could not remain silent, but they began to proclaim His Word. 
It is worthy of noting that they were not proclaiming the word to the lost at this point, they were still in the church meeting! 
They were praising the Lord in the church house, of all places!

In other words, there was spontaneous praise and rejoicing in the presence of the Lord. 
May God help His church to return to those glorious days when His people were not ashamed and were willing to worship and praise Him openly and boldly! 
He is worthy!
They Worshiped With Their “Presence”
They Worshiped With Their “Praise”
                                                                                                                 They Worshiped With Their “Prayers”
That Crowd that worship with “Power” is Our Crowd!
THEY WERE A “WORSHIPING” CROWD
II. THEY ARE A “WORKING” CROWD - vs. 32, 34-35
These verses make it clear that the early church was a busy bunch. 
They were active in the Lord's work and they were active in the lives of the Lord's people. 
In doing what they did, they set a good example for the church in our day.
A. The “Reason” for Their Work – v. 32
This verse gives us two reasons for their doing what they did: 

1. They Shared a “Common Love” – 
The Bible says that they were "of one heart." 
That is they had a love one for another that could not be explained in human terms. 
As a result, they worked on behalf of their brothers in Christ.

This love, when it is present, and when it is real, is a supernatural work of God in our hearts. 
                                                                                                               When He saves us, He gives us the ability to allow Him to love through us. 
The love the saints have one for the other is impossible to understand or to explain. 
( However, Jesus said that its presences was a powerful witness to the world – 
John 13:15 – “For I have given you an example, that ye should do as I have done to you.” 

( It is also said to be a proof of our salvation – 
I John 3:14 – “We know that we have passed from death unto life, because we love the brethren. He that loveth not his brother abideth in death.” 

( And, that it's absence indicates a serious problem in our lives – 
I John 4:20-21 – “If a man say, I love God, and hateth his brother, he is a liar: for he that loveth not his brother whom he hath seen, how can he love God whom he hath not seen?” 
21 “And this commandment have we from him, That he who loveth God love his brother also.” 

( If this kind of love is really present in our hearts, it will be demonstrated in our care of one another – 
I John 3:16-18 – “Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he laid down his life for us: and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.” 
17 “But whoso hath this world's good, and seeth his brother                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

have need, and shutteth up his bowels of compassion from him, how dwelleth the love of God in him?” 
18 “My little children, let us not love in word, neither in tongue; but in deed and in truth.” 

James 2:15-16 – “If a brother or sister be naked, and destitute of daily food,” 
16 “And one of you say unto them, Depart in peace, be ye warmed and filled; notwithstanding ye give them not those things which are needful to the body; what doth it profit?” 
They Shared a “Common Love”
2. They Shared a “Common Life” – 
What made this possible is that within each of their breasts beat the same heart! 
That is, the Bible says they were "of one soul". 
This means that “one life” filled each of them. 
They were not in this thing alone and they knew it. 
They needed others and were needed by others! 
So it is in the church! 
When we are saved, The Life of Christ comes into us. 
The same life that lives in me lives in you and we are one in the Lord. 
That is why when you have a need, I should have a need. 
                                                                                                                 When you hurt, I should hurt. 
When you are happy I should be happy. 
When you are blessed I am blessed. 
This is what the Bible teaches and where this is true, the saints can rejoice in the work of God in their midst – 
Romans 12:15 – “Rejoice with them that do rejoice, and weep with them that weep.” 

Philippians 2:4 – “Look not every man on his own things, but every man also on the things of others.” 

Galatians 6:2 – “Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ.” 

I Corinthians 13:5 – “Doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily provoked, thinketh no evil;” 

The “Reason” for Their Work
B. The “Results” of Their Work – vs. 34-35
Because they were so unselfish in their love one for another, they demonstrated the proof of God's work in their midst. 
Notice what they demonstrated when they served the Lord like they did.

                                                                                                                  1. They Demonstrated “Servant-hood” – 
Each willingly placed himself at the service of others. 
They realized that the church was about more than them getting their way. 
That's still true today! 
No person in this room has a right to have their way! 
We ought to want the Lord's will to be done in the house of God. 
By the way, that's where churches begin to get into trouble. 
When you get a few people who think they run the whole show and have the authority to call the shots, they will begin to try to tell the preachers how to preach. 
They will try to run the business and the affairs of the church. 
They will try to exert their will over everyone else. 
That is not God's will for any church! 
He never intended for any family or group to hold supreme power in His church! 
His desire is for the people of God to serve one another, as Christ served man when He came to die – 
Mark 10:45 – “For even the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many.” 

John 13:1-17 - (  The Lord washing the Disciple’s feet
Would you be willing to do that? 
Remember the greatest in the eyes of God are those who take the lowest positions – 
Matthew 23:12 – “And whosoever shall exalt himself shall be abased; and he that shall humble himself shall be exalted.” 

James 4:10 –“Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he shall lift you up.” 

I Peter 5:6 –“Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you in due time:” 
They Demonstrated “Servant-hood”
2. They Demonstrated “Selflessness” – 
These people also placed others ahead of themselves. 
They placed their brother's needs ahead of their own greed’s! 
They demonstrated the spirit of Christ in that they were totally selfless in their love one for the other.

Did you know that this is God's plan for the church? 
                                                                                                              We must come to the place where we stop thinking about how things affect us personally, and …

Where we start thinking about how things affect the church as a whole and our brothers and sisters as individuals. 
Everything in this church is not about me having my way! 
There may come a day when this church will be better off with someone else in this pulpit. 
When that day comes, may I have the grace and wisdom to step aside and let God have His way. 
Might I think about what is best for the family of God more than I think about what is best for myself. 
That is God's desire for you too! 
Whether you are a person of position, or whether you are member of the church without a position, this thing is not about you having your way. 

We must learn to put self to death on the altar of sacrifice so that the Lord might have His way in the church. 
Self has to go! 
And, it will - when we love the brethren and the Lord more than we love ourselves!
They Demonstrated “Servant-hood”
They Demonstrated “Selflessness”
                                                                                                                                3. They Demonstrated “Sacrifice” – 
These people gave up things that were precious and important to them, so that they could meet the needs of their brothers in Christ! 
In other words, they were not just living for themselves, but they were living for the good of the flock.

What a lesson for us! 
May we be willing to sacrifice what we think is important for the good of the body of Christ. 
Whether it be our time, our talents, our tithes or some possession or the other, may we be willing to lay it down to help a brother in need. 
A sacrificial heart beat within the breast of our Savior! 
May that same heart guide us to love one another rightly and to show that love in a way that honors God and lifts our brothers.

What better way to prove my love for you than to give my all for you? 
That's what Jesus did at the cross - John 15:13!
The “Reason” for Their Work
The “Results” of Their Work
That Working crowd is Our crowd!
                                                                                                              THEY WERE A “WORSHIPING” CROWD
THEY WERE A “WORKING” CROWD
III. THEY WERE A “WITNESSING” CROWD  - v. 33
This verse tells us that these people were not quiet about their faith. 
They were bold in their witness …

They were not ashamed of what they had, or …

Who they were in the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Notice two thoughts about the witness of these believers:
A. They Witnessed in “the Power of God” – 
When these Apostles went forth bearing the message of Jesus, 
He went with them bearing witness to their message! 
He placed His power on them and enabled them to witness for His glory.

When we as individuals, and the church as a whole (is as it should be) then we will be able to count on God's power in our witness as well. 
The reason thousands were being saved wasn't the quality of their preaching or the glory of their services. 
                                                                                                     Thousands were saved because they were operating in the power of God. 
We need that power today! 
It is ours if we will only claim it by faith – 
Acts 1:8 – “But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.” 

( May we pay the price to get the church where she ought to be! 
( May we pray until He fills us and pours us out for His glory. 
( May we get to the place as a church and as individuals that the power of Christ may rest upon us! 
We need that more than we need anything in our day!
They Witnessed in “The Power of God”
B. They Witnessed by “The Provision of Grace” – 
The Bible tells us that "great grace was upon them all." 
The word grace means "favor." 
It may mean favor with “people” – As in Acts 2:47 – “Praising God, and having favour with all the people. And the Lord added to the church daily such as should be saved.” 

                                                                                                                          Or it may mean that they found favor with “God” 
He blessed them accordingly. 
I am inclined to lean toward the latter explanation for this passage. 
If that is true, then they went forth under the grace of God and were aided of Him as they witnessed of His plan of salvation. 
In other words, God helped them get the job done for His own glory. 
He gave the grace to preach the Gospel and to tell a lost and dying world about a saving Lord.

May we seek Him for that same grace to go out and tell a world about a Savior Who loves them. 
( May we not fear their rejection or their ridicule 
( May we have grace to tell them about the bloody cross and the empty tomb 
So that we might fulfill the Great Commission of our Lord Jesus found in Matthew 28:18-20. 
( May we have the courage to stand up and be counted among those who are washed in the blood and different because of the saving grace of Almighty God! 
( May we not be ashamed of Him, but may we declare the true Gospel and trust Him to save sinners for His Own Name's sake!

                                                                                                                                          They Witnessed in “The Power of God”
They Witnessed by “The Provision of Grace”
That Witnessing Crowd is Our Crowd!
THEY WERE A “WORSHIPING” CROWD
THEY WERE A “WORKING” CROWD
THEY WERE A “WITNESSING” CROWD  

CONCLUSION:

Are you part of that crowd today? 
Are you saved and part of the church of Jesus Christ? 
If you’re not saved you need to get saved.

If you are saved, are you a member of a Worshiping, Working and Witnessing church for the Glory of God? 
If you are saved (but are not all you should be) then this altar is a place to find the help you need to be all you can be for the glory of God. 

You know, I am glad that I have found my crowd! 
I am glad that I am part of something bigger than me, greater than man and of something that honors God. 
                                                                                                             Will you join me in praying for this church that we might be found pleasing in the sight of the Lord? 
Will you look at your own life and see if there aren't areas that could be improved? 
If there is a need, whatever it may be, this altar is open!

INVITATION: 
- 1 -
- 31 -

