THE BOOK OF DANIEL #13
The Ancient of Days – Daniel 7:9, 10

THE ANCIENT OF DAYS

DATE: 2/27/2011 pm 

TEXT: Daniel 7:9, 10; Revelation 20 
INTRODUCTION: 
In the Book of Revelation there are both earthly and heavenly scenes 
In one scene you see things as they will happen on earth 
Then in the next scene you are transported to heaven and see things that are happening in heaven 
Things are much the same way in Daniel’s dream 
In his dream, Daniel saw both the earthly and heavenly 

In our last study we saw things as they will happen on the earth 
We saw the rise of world kingdoms as represented by the four beasts that came out of the sea 
We saw a lion that represents the Babylonian Empire 
We saw a bear that represents the Medo-Persian Empire 
We saw a leopard that represents the Greek or Macedonian Empire 
The fourth beast represented the Roman Empire and a future revived Roman Empire 
These four beasts give us a panoramic view of world history and things as they have and will happen on earth

Tonight, in vs. 9, 10 we are taken to heaven and we see the things that will happen there 
We are taken into the future and see a solemn event that is yet to take place 
In v.9 Daniel says - “I beheld till the thrones were cast down” 
As we shall see in a later study, the kingdoms of this world will be replaced with a heavenly kingdom 
In vs. 13, 14 we shall see that there will come a day when the Lord Jesus will set up His kingdom on the earth 
All the kingdoms of this world will be “cast down” and the Lord Jesus will establish His kingdom  
What Daniel sees in vs. 9, 10 will occur after this occurs 
This particular part of Daniel’s dream corresponds to Revelation 20:11-15 (turn there) 
Let’s look at this scene as seen by John 
Daniel, long before John was allowed to see this future event, saw what we often call the Great White Throne Judgment 
Let’s look at this particular part of the Daniel’s vision

As we look at “The Ancient of Days”  
~~~Prayer~~~
In this particular part of his dream his focus is on God Himself 
First, he sees Him as:

I. THE “AGELESS” ONE
In v.9 he sees the “Ancient of days” 
3 times in chapter 7 God is referred to as the “Ancient of Days” (this verse, and in vs. 13, and 22) 
The description is of an elderly person, one who is reverenced and worthy of respect  
The image is not to imply that God is an old man, 
But that He is The Eternal and Ageless One 
And as The Eternal and Ageless One, 
God is:

A. The One ‘Who Has Always Been’ (He is eternal) 
The Bible says in Psalm 90:2 – 
“Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever Thou hadst formed the earth and the world, even from everlasting to everlasting, Thou art God” 
Before time (as we know it) there was God 
The fact is, there has never been a moment when God did not exist 
He had no beginning 
He has always been 
Go back as far as your mind will allow you to go and there is God 
The One ‘Who Has Always Been’
Furthermore, He is also:

B. The One ‘Who Will Always Be’
He has always been and there will never be a moment when He will not be 
He is not only the One “from everlasting” 
But He is also the One “to everlasting” 
Back in the eons of eternity God was 
And, in eternity future, God will be 
He is without beginning or end 
He is the “Ancient of days”

Something that has no beginning or will have no end is hard for our finite minds to comprehend for we are bound by time 
We are bound to the fleeting succession of the present  
The moments before are but a memory with lingering results, 
And the moments to come are still an expectation which we cannot fully predict 
We are in bondage to the succession of moments, and the events that fill them 
Eternity is more than the endless extension of time backward and forward 
In actuality, eternity supersedes time 
It is a mode of existence that is not bound by the succession of time 

Time was actually created by God, but He Himself is not bound by it 
There are no such things as past, present, and future with God 
Those are boundaries in which we live 
God lives in one eternal now 
Tomorrow is just as real to God as today or yesterday because He has already experienced it 

As The Eternal and Ageless One, God is self-sufficient in Himself 
He existed before time and space, before any created thing or created being, 
It is then obvious He can exist without anything or anybody outside of Himself  
We know He can do it because He has done it 
He existed when there was nothing else in existence 
God does not need anything or anybody 
He is totally self-sufficient 
He is in Himself and has within His own being all that He needs 
He is the “Ancient of Days,” 
The One who has always been and will always be 
THE “AGELESS” ONE 
Secondly, Daniel saw God as:

II. THE “AWESOME” ONE

In v.9 we saw “the Ancient of Days …”
“Whose garment was white as snow, and the hair of His head like the pure wool: His throne was like the fiery flame and His wheels as burning fire” 
Daniel saw God revealed in a form that magnified certain attributes He possesses within Himself 
First, he saw Him as:

A. Awesome in His ‘Person’
His “garment was white as snow” 
The word “garment” speaks of the robe that was worn by princes, noblemen, and priests 
“White” speaks of purity and His holiness  
The Bible says in Psalm 99:5 - “Exalt ye the LORD our God, and worship at His footstool; for He is holy” 
He is a God without sin or impurity 
He is completely holy 
Daniel also saw that “the hair of His head” was “like the pure wool” 
The hair of His head like pure wool speaks of His infinite wisdom 
He is a God who knows everything that has happened and that will happen 
There is nothing that He does not know 
You can’t teach Him anything, for there is nothing He does not know 
He is infinitely wise 
He is Awesome in His ‘Person’
Daniel also speaks of God as:

B. Awesome in His ‘Position’
In v.9 he said that the Ancient of Days “did sit” 
Where was He sitting? 
He tells us that He was sitting on “His throne” 
The position in which he sees God, is sitting on His throne 
Sitting on His throne speaks of His rule and reign 
His throne was “like the fiery flame” 
Fire is a symbol of judgment 
God’s throne likened to a “fiery flame” speaks of how God is the judge of the entire universe 
The Bible says in Psalm 50:6 - “And the heavens shall declare His righteousness: for God is Judge Himself” 
The Bible says in Psalm 9:8 - “And He shall judge the world in righteousness, He shall minister judgment to the people in uprightness” 
The Lord sits on the throne of heaven as the judge of all people and nations 
He is as II Timothy 4:8 declares, the “righteous judge”
Daniel speaks of Him as Awesome in His ‘Person’ and ‘Position’
And, Daniel also speaks of Him as:

C. Awesome in His ‘Providence’                                                     (God’s loving care guiding humankind)
Daniel finally sees in v. 9 His “wheels as burning fire” 
The wheels speaks of His activity and reminds us that He is not just sitting on the throne, 
But is administering the events of the universe and carrying out His eternal purposes
As a “burning fire,” God’s plans and purposes are swiftly carried out when it is time for them to be executed  
Moses said Exodus 15:11 - “Who is like unto thee, O LORD, among the gods? Who is like thee, glorious in holiness, fearful in praises, doing wonders” 
God is awesome in His ‘Person’, ‘Position’ and ‘Providence’  
There is none like Him! 
THE “AGELESS” ONE 

THE “AWESOME” ONE

Lastly, Daniel saw Him as:

III. THE “ADJUDGING” ONE

As the adjudging One, 
He is the One, who passes sentence upon mankind, 
The One who passes sentence upon the condemned 
In fact, when Daniel sees Him take a seat on His throne, He is taking the place of The Judge 
In v.10 we read that “a fiery stream issued and came forth from before Him” 
This fiery stream is the judgment that is seen proceeding from Him 
It also says in v.10 that “the judgment was set”
The vision Daniel had was God sitting on His throne as a judge and passing sentence upon those who failed to receive Him as Saviour 
As I said earlier, Daniel got a glimpse of the scene described in Revelation 20:11-15, which is a scene of judgment 
In Daniel’s vision he sees a multitude gathered around and before God 
First, he sees:

A. The ‘Serving’ Ones

Daniel sees a “thousand thousands” that “ministered unto Him” 
A thousand thousands speak of a multitude  
These are no doubt, the myr’i’ad of angels that serve God 
The word “ministered” means “to serve” 
The Bible speaks of the large number of angels that serve God 
The Bible says in Psalm 68:17 - “The chariots of God are twenty thousand, even thousands of angels: the Lord is among them, as in Sinai, in the holy place” 
Around God’s throne are a innumerable host of angels that attend to God’s every desire, offering Him continual praise and worship 
They have one mission and purpose and that is to serve God 

The Bible says in Psalm 103:20 - “Bless the LORD, ye His angels, that excel in strength, that do His commandments, hearkening unto the voice of His Word” 
His Will and Word they obey
These are The ‘Serving’ Ones
Daniel also saw:

B. The ‘Sentenced’ Ones

He sees a second multitude of people 
He saw “ten thousand times ten thousand” that “stood before Him” 
These are those that John described in Revelation 20:12 as the “dead, small and great” 
This multitude that Daniel and John see are every lost man who has ever lived 
Those he saw standing before God are all who have rejected God’s Son as their Saviour
There is coming an hour when every lost man and woman, of every age will stand before God 
What a fearful moment that will be 
Revelation 20:11 describes heaven and earth being removed, and there being no place for the lost to hide  
Thousands upon thousands will stand before God 
Every infidel will be there 
Every evil dictator, like Hitler’s and Stalin’s will be there 
All of the procrastinators, who said like Felix, 
Acts 24:25 – “And as he reasoned of righteousness, temperance, and judgment to come, Felix trembled, and answered, Go thy way for this time; when I have a convenient season, I will call for thee” 

Maybe tomorrow 
Hebrews 3: 7, 8a – “Wherefore (as the Holy Ghost saith, To day if ye will hear His voice,” 
“Harden not your hearts…” 

The religious folks that were members of a Church but had never experienced the new birth are among this crowd 
All the good moral folks who thought they were so good they didn't need the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ 
They will all be there 
It’s my opinion, this scene seen by Daniel and John is one of the most terrifying and heart-rending scenes in the entire Bible 
It is the hour when God will judge a Christ-less and Christ-rejecting world and send them into the lake of fire where they will spend all eternity
Daniel described how at that judgment “the books were opened” 
John described the same in Revelation 20:12 – 
“And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to their works”
Daniel and John saw different books 
“and another book” The ‘other’ Book that John saw is the Book of Life in which are the names of every person that is saved 
On that day God will open the Book of Life, revealing that the names of those who stand before Him are not in that book
I believe that every one born has their name written in the Book of Life 

But at death, if they have not been saved, their name is erased out of the Book of Life 

Psalm 69:28 – “Let them be blotted out of the book of the living, and not be written with the righteous” 

Revelation 3:5 – “He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment; and I will not blot out his name out of the book of life, but I will confess his name before my Father, and before His angels” 

These people standing before God’s Throne of Judgment will be shown that erasure 

They will understand why they are being sentenced 
They are being sentenced by a Holy God for not accepting His Son as their Saviour 

The second set of books appears to be a record of all their deeds 
Revelation 20:12end – “… and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to their works” 

On that day God will bring before those who stand before Him every sin they have committed  
You see, you can do one of two things with your sins 
One, you can bring them to Jesus 
He died to pay the penalty for our sins 
When you accept Christ as your Saviour you are putting your sins on Him and allowing Him to be your substitute 
You are accepting His payment for your sin debt  

Ill. I remind of the story of a wagon train that was crossing the prairie. The wagon master saw a prairie fire that was quickly approaching. He rode quickly to the back of the wagon train and set the grass on fire. As the wind swept the fire, burning the grass behind them, he began to shout, “Back your wagons. Back your wagons.” 
He knew that fire could not burn where fire had already burned 

Judgment cannot fall where judgment has already fallen  
God’s judgment fell on the Lord Jesus on Calvary’s cross 
And all who come to Jesus are sheltered from God’s judgment that will fall upon mankind 
You can accept Jesus’ payment for sin, 
Or you can try to pay for your own sin  
What Daniel saw were those who have to pay for their own sin 
What is the penalty for sin? 
The Bible says in Romans 6:23 that the “wages of sin is death” 
The Bible is talking about eternal death or an eternal separation from God 
The Bible says in Revelation 20:14, 15 – 
“And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire.                    This is the second death”                                                                  “And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire” 

God is a God of love, grace, and mercy, offering salvation to all men 
But there will come a day when He will take the seat as “The Righteous Judge” 
The great question is, when you stand before God, will you stand before Him as a sinner saved by grace, or a sinner to be judged?
I am glad that I settled that question long ago 
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