THE BOOK OF ACTS #15
The Second Persecution – Acts 5:17-42

THE SECOND PERSECUTION
DATE: 
( TEXT: Acts 5:17-42 
INTRODUCTION: 
One thing every Pastor has to remind his congregation of -  
When the Lord moves in the church  
We can rest assured the Devil won’t be to far behind 

As we continue in the fifth chapter of the Book of Acts 
God has moved by the power of the Holy Spirit in a great way  

But we also see where the devil makes his move …
By deceiving Ananias and Sapphira 

What kind of church members were they? 
They were more than likely not saved folks 
God allowed Ananias and Sapphira to be used as examples  

How did that affect the church? 
The Bible tells us / “great fear” came on the congregation  
Look at verse 11 of chapter 5 -  
“And great fear came upon all the church, and upon as many as heard these things.”

In boxing this would be called the knock out punch  
The devil raised his ugly head / and the Lord knocked it off 

Keep in mind that in the book of Acts / Luke is writing to his good friend Theophilus
Telling him about the continuing work of Christ thru the work of the Holy Spirit in that early church  

He was saying, "Theophilus, after this tremendous spiritual victory, here is what happened:” 
~~~OPENING PRAYER~~~
I. THE ARREST
Look at verses 17-18 / we read – 
“Then the high priest rose up, and all they that were with him, (which is the sect of the Sadducees,) and were filled with indignation, and laid their hands on the apostles, and put them in the common prison.”

The early church was being greatly used of God and the devil is furious 
Look at-

A. Their “Rage” 
It doesn’t take much to make some people mad 
Peter and John hadn’t broken one law  
They hadn’t hurt anyone physically 
Yet the Bible says the high priest and his gang -  
“were filled with indignation,”
That word “Indignation” is talking about jealously
The Christians were everything they were not / and they were clearly jealous! 

The Bible tells us that when we march forward / we might as well expect opposition from Satan  

In II Timothy 3:12 / we read - 

“Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.”

Peter and John had been preaching the gospel 
God had been blessing their efforts  
Multitudes were coming to Christ / turning their loyalty and income from the High Priest and his cohorts / to Christ and His ministry  

Someone said – 
“When a man is wrong and won't admit it, he always becomes angry." 

To say the high priest was angry would be putting it mildly 
Their “Rage”
B. Their “Release” 
The high priest was about to find out he would not have the final word in this case  
People may think they call the shots 

People may think they pull all the strings 

They are only fooling themselves 

There’s a God in heaven Who is very much in control of His church 

The man who comes against God's church does not know what he is doing! (Especially as His people work to reach lost souls)
They are not fighting man / they are fighting God  

God wins all His battles / He has never lost a fight 
Anyone rising up against God's work / would be a lot smarter to play in traffic then to go against God    

Notice / they locked the apostles up in a common prison –     

end of  v.18 
They thought / with all their power and influence / they had really done something big  

They thought they had pulled the right strings  
They thought they pushed the right buttons  
And they thought they were successful in stopping God's men (by having them jailed)  

Don’t under estimate the Lord 

Why?

Look at verse 19 / we read –

“But the angel of the Lord by night opened the prison doors, and brought them forth…”

We looked at THE ARREST / but now let’s look at -

II. THE ARENA

What’s taking place here? 
A. The Angel “Spoke” 
Look at verses 19-20 / we read – 
“But the angel of the Lord by night opened the prison doors, and brought them forth, and said, Go, stand and speak in the temple to the people all the words of this life.”

We cannot help but marvel at what man has been able to achieve in the physical realm 

But when it comes to spiritual things / we find man is a moron 
We have some of the smartest young people ever 
All they know in the secular realm / will simply amaze you

But those same students don’t have a clue what God requires for them to be saved / to live life / to prosper 
When the angel of the Lord released the apostles / he did not tell them to go to the temple to talk about
Politics, current events, social events, programs, etc. 
He told them to – 
“Go, stand and speak in the temple to the people all the words of this life.”

The Angel “Spoke” / but look also-

B. They “Heard”
Look at verse 21, we read – 
“And when they heard that, they entered into the temple early in the morning, and taught. But the high priest came, and they that were with him, and called the council together, and all the senate of the children of Israel, and sent to the prison to have them brought.”

In the arena that we call the church / our mandate is clear 
We cannot help what the schools / colleges / universities / etc. 
All of secular society is teaching  

We do not have a lot of control about what is said on television and radio
We will not have to give account for what we do not have any control over 
But let me say this / God is going to hold us responsible for what is said in the church   

The Bible tells us the apostles received their mandate to go to the temple and teach the people  
The Angel said “…all the words of this life…” 

After their release we read – 
“And when they heard that, they entered into the temple early in the morning, and taught.”

The average Christian today would be embarrassed to suffer the things they suffered 
But listen / it was the High Priest and his gang that ended up embarrassed 

THE ARREST   THE ARENA  
Let’s look at-

III. THE EMBARRASSMENT

The high priest and his gang / felt they could do as they pleased with the apostles 
They thought they were no more than puppets in their hands to control as they wished 
But this is not the case / look at-

A. Their “Surprise” 
In verses 2lb-22 / the Bible tells us – 
“…But the high priest came, and they that were with him, 
and called the council together, and all the senate of the children of Israel, and sent to the prison to have them 
brought. But when the officers came, and found them not in the prison, they returned, and told.”

We can safely assume / that when the high priest / and those who were with him / were told that the apostles were no longer in prison / they did not feel so sure anymore! 
(“they doubted of them whereunto this would grow” – v.24) 
In verse 23 / we read – 
“Saying, The prison truly found we shut with all safety, and the keepers standing without before the doors: but when we had opened, we found no man within.”

The high priest and his gang thought everything was going their way 
They thought they had the power and influence to do as they pleased 
But God said / “That's enough!" 
And when God says “That’s enough”/ that’s enough!

They were surprised to find that everything had fallen apart 
These were great men of God they were opposing 
Their “Surprise”
Look at-

B. Their “Stand”  
Look at verse 25 / we read - 
“ Then came one and told them, saying, Behold, the men whom ye put in prison are standing in the temple, and teaching the people.”

When they are suppose to be in jail / news came to the chief priests – 
“Behold, the men whom ye put in prison are standing in the temple, and teaching the people.”

They were not only standing PHYSICALLY …

They were also standing SPIRITUALLY 
They had been commanded to no longer speak the name of Jesus 
They had been severely threatened and put in prison 
Still they stood in the temple / teaching about Christ  

Can you imagine what God could do today / if He could find men and women like those apostles / who would take that kind of a stand for Christ 

THE ARREST THE ARENA   THE EMBARRASSMENT
Let’s look at something else about them  
It was arranged that they be brought to them  
Look at-

IV. THE ARRANGEMENT

Look at verse 26 / we read – 

“Then went the captain with the officers, and brought them without violence: for they feared the people, lest they should have been stoned.”

Notice the word “brought” 
It implies the apostles were brought by force 

The captain and officers did not tell the apostles – 
“We would like you to join us for a cup of coffee” 
The apostles were forcefully taken to the council  

They brought them by force / but with a certain amount of respect, because the Bible says – 
“…they feared the people, lest they should have been stoned”

The high priest and his gang could not stop this group of Believers  

Look at verses 27-28 / we read – 
“And when they had brought them, they set them before the council: and the high priest asked them, Saying, Did not we straitly command you that ye should not teach in this name? and, behold, ye have filled Jerusalem with your doctrine, and intend to bring this man's blood upon us.”     

Notice / they reminded the apostles – 
“Did not we straitly command you that ye should not teach in this name? and, behold, ye have filled Jerusalem with your doctrine,”

The officials thought they could look the apostles in the eye / and give them a mean look / and that would stop them from spreading the gospel of Christ  
BUT IT DID NOT STOP THEM IN THE LEAST!

There was nothing that could stop them / even death itself 
THE ARREST  THE ARENA  THE EMBARRASSMENT
THE ARRANGEMENT
They were asked why they were continuing to spread this gospel 
Look at-

V. THEIR ANSWER
A. The Apostles “Response” 

Look at verses 29-32 / we read -  
“Then Peter and the other apostles answered and said,
We ought to obey God rather than men. The God of our fathers raised up Jesus, whom ye slew and hanged on a tree. Him hath God exalted with his right hand to be a Prince and a Saviour, for to give repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins. And we are his witnesses of these things; and so is also the Holy Ghost, whom God hath given to them that obey him.”

The apostles were commanded by men not to preach the gospel 
But God had commanded them to preach  
V.20 – “Go, stand and speak in the temple to the people all the words of this life.”

While Christians should be law abiding citizens … 
We have to recognize / that no man has been authorized to make any law to over ride the laws of God 
Any time people are foolish enough to try this / we pray God will give us power to break them 
Listen to what Peter and the others apostles said – 
“We ought to obey God rather than men.”

These religious leaders were foolish men / and foolish men should be ignored 

Instead people should listen to sensible men 
The Apostles “Response”
Look at-

B. The Sanhedrims “Reply” 

In verses 34-40a / we read – 
“Then stood there up one in the council, a Pharisee, named Gamaliel, a doctor of the law, had in reputation among all the people, and commanded to put the apostles forth a little space; And said unto them, Ye men of Israel, take heed to yourselves what ye intend to do as touching these men. For before these days rose up Theudas, boasting himself to be somebody; to whom a number of men, about four hundred, joined themselves: who was slain; and all, as many as obeyed him, were scattered, and brought to nought. After this man rose up Judas of Galilee in the days of the taxing, and drew away much people after him: he also perished; and all, even as many as obeyed him, were dispersed. And now I say unto you, Refrain from these men, and let them alone: for if this counsel or this work be of men, it will come to nought: But if it be of God, ye cannot overthrow it; lest haply ye be found even to fight against God. And to him they agreed: and when they had called the apostles, and beaten 
them, they commanded that they should not speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go.”

Gamaliel was a sensible man  
He was a doctor of the law / and he had a reputation of being sensible  

Basically / he told them that if these were apostles of God …  
The work would flourish / and no man could stop it 
But if it was not of God / it would blow away like the works of others who had come and gone  

He was absolutely correct
Listen / do not fight something you do not understand / you might be fighting God 
And if it is of God / you are going to be on the losing side 
Illustration:  When a man comes up against the work of God / it is like an ant coming up against an elephant 
Gamaliel was a smart man  
He was not sure about these apostles / but he was sure of one thing / when God is in something / man had better not be found fighting against it! 

Look at-

D. The “Rejoicing” 
God was in this work that they were promoting / and God blessed their stand and the effort they made 
Those evil men were at least smart enough to listen to wise counsel  
They then punished the apostles for disobeying their order 
: and when they had called the apostles, and beaten them, they commanded that they should not speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go.
In verses 41-42 / we read – 
“And they departed from the presence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer shame for his name. 
And daily in the temple, and in every house, they ceased not to teach and preach Jesus Christ.”

CONCLUSION:  

Jesus had said, in Matthew 16:18 – 
“...I will build My church: and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.”

The Lord was saying – 
"I will build my church and not anything will stop it!"

Already / the Christians ran into a Freedom of  speech problems / Threats / Beatings / and Being Jailed   

But none of these things stopped them from carrying out the work of God   

Why? 
Because they loved the Lord and only one thing can stop God's church  
That is the lack of love for our Saviour! 

When people do not love God enough to obey Him  
it hinders the work / and in time / it brings the work of God to a grinding halt 
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