THE BOOK OF ACTS #17
Stephen – Acts 6:8-7:60

STEPHEN 
DATE:
TEXT: Acts 6:9 -15
INTRODUCTION: 
In chapter six, the apostles felt the need to bring before the church the task of selecting seven deacons 
They chose seven outstanding men  
However, one of those men stands out head and shoulders above the rest  
His name was Stephen

Most of chapters six and seven deal with Stephen, this man of God, who was so greatly used by God 

Have you ever wondered why these religionist singled Stephen out 
The church elected seven deacons  
Why would they single out this one? 

I believe I know why 
The devil knew that Stephen was going to be a real big threat to his kingdom  

I trust we will learn from Stephen’s life, as we take a closer look at this great man of God!
~~~OPENING PRAYER~~~ 

I. HE WAS A “SPECIAL”  MAN OF GOD
Look with me to vs. 8-10 we read – ( 
V. 8 - It seems that that Stephen was already fulfilling the admonition given later by Paul to Timothy in I Timothy 3:13  
“For they that have used the office of a deacon well purchase to themselves a good degree, and great boldness in the faith which is in Christ Jesus.” 

V.9 – In this verse we find the opposition that our Savior had for told – John 16:2 – 
“They shall put you out of the synagogues: yea, the time cometh, that whosoever killeth you will think that he doeth God service.” 
II Timothy 3:12 – “Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.” 

There were approximately 480 synagogues in Jerusalem at this time 
The Libertines – Jews freed from Rome 

The Cyrenians – Jews from Northern Africa 

The Alexandrians – Jews from Egypt 

It appears that much of Stephen’s opposition was from his own people, Hellenistic Jew / Grecians 

No doubt, he had gone to the synagogues specifically to win those of his own kind 

Look at-

A. His “Abilities” – v.8
In all areas of life, you have some people who are common, and some who are special 
There will from time to time be the Michael Phelps & Tiger Woods 
These are special athletes! These special people thrill us and inspire us

Also, in the spiritual realm, there are those who thrill us and inspire us  
                                                                                                            Stephen was one of those  

He, of course, was not the only one 

Illustration: 
When Adoniram Judson graduated from college and seminary, he received a call from a fashionable church in Boston, to become its assistant pastor. Everyone congratulated him.                   His mother and sister rejoiced that he could live at home with 
them, and still do his life's work. But Judson refused the offer saying, “My work is not here,” He said, “God is calling me beyond the seas. To stay here, even to serve God in His 
ministry, I feel would be only partial obedience, and I could not be happy in that.”

Although it was a great struggle, he left his mother and sister, to follow the heavenly call. Not many people remember the fashionable church in Boston, but Judson's churches in Burma had fifty thousand converts, and the influence of his consecrated life, is still felt around the world.  

Yes, God has always had some men and women that He could use, who were not just casual Christians
During the days of the early church, Stephen was one that was special
His “Abilities”
B. Their “Inability” – vs. 9 & 10 
Those who were not Christians, considered Stephen a threat 
They evidently tried to discredit his teachings, 
But verse 10 says – 
“And they were not able to resist the wisdom and the spirit by which he spake.”
In Luke 21:15 Jesus said – “For I will give you a mouth and wisdom, which all your adversaries shall not be able to gainsay nor resist.” 

What kind of man was he?
HE WAS A “SPECIAL” MAN OF GOD
II. HE WAS A “SENSIBLE” MAN OF GOD
Stephen was being accused of some very serious charges 

If you want to know if a man is sensible, the time to evaluate him is when he is under fire  

Look how he faced these evil men 
V. 11 – “Then they suborned men, which said, we have heard him speak blasphemous words against Moses, and against God.” 
The Bible tells us that that those wicked men bribed (“suborned”) others to make false claims against Stephen 

The Book of Acts’ theme is the “Continuing work of Christ in the presence of the Holy Spirit” 

Acts 1:1 – “The former treatise have I made, O Theophilus, of all that Jesus began both to do and teach,” 

So Jesus Christ’s Ministry continues in the lives of the saints
In the persecution of Stephen we have an illustration of what Paul meant when he wrote in Colossians 1:24 –
“Who now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up that which is behind of the afflictions of Christ in my flesh for His body's sake, which is the church:” 

Paul is saying that there was something lacking in the afflictions of Christ

We know beyond a shadow of a doubt that Christ’s sufferings were sufficient to satisfy the demands of the Father

Hebrews 10:12, 14 – “But this man, after He had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on the right hand of God;”
 “For by one offering He hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified.” 

So if Paul is not talking about the Atonement then what is he saying
That word “behind” speaks of a deficit which means something that comes later 

The underlying thought of Paul is that the sufferings of Christ were by no means over when He proclaims “It is Finished” 

Again II Timothy 3:12 – “Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.” 

Christ’s suffering continue today in all who live godly 

The suffering of the believer is Christ’s suffering, and Christ’s suffering is ours

Philippians 3:10 – “That I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death;”

 Stephen understood this – Stephen was a Sensible man
Romans 8:18-23 - ( 
HE WAS A “SPECIAL” MAN OF GOD
HE WAS A “SENSIBLE” MAN OF GOD
III. HE WAS A “SINCERE” MAN OF GOD
V.12 – “And they stirred up the people, and the elders, and the scribes, and came upon him, and caught him, and brought him to the council,”
The Jewish religionists were so filled with anger, hate, and jealousy against Stephen that “they stirred up the people” 

There was a general outburst of Jewish resentment which resulted in Stephen’s being seized and brought before the Sanhedrin for trial 

Vs. 13 & 14 – “And set up false witnesses, which said, This man ceaseth not to speak blasphemous words against this holy place, and the law:” 
14 “For we have heard him say, that this Jesus of Nazareth 
shall destroy this place, and shall change the customs which Moses delivered us.” 
Nothing could have been farther from the truth! 

The Bible tells us he was filled with the Holy Spirit 
Wicked men hear what they want to hear …  

What ever may be to their advantage in bringing about their purpose 

That religious crowd had been in opposition to the apostles from the very beginning 

Now they are stirring up the common people 

In chapter 7 Stephen says in v.48 – “Howbeit the most High dwelleth not in temples made with hands; as saith the prophet,”
More then likely he had preached that before, but now the false witnesses twist it into their own ideas 

Mark 14:55 – 60 - (
V.15 – “And all that sat in the council, looking stedfastly on him, saw his face as it had been the face of an angel.” 

Naturally Stephen is the center of attention here

The Bible says that “looking stedfastly on him” 

Wondering what he would say in his own defense 

Instead of being nervous, despondent, fearful, and trembling before his accusers, Stephen was calm, confident, completely free of fear and anxiety

He was FILLED with the presents of the Holy Spirit and 

The multitude “saw his face as it had been the face of an angel” 

The Face of Moses in Exodus 34:29, 30 – 
 “And it came to pass, when Moses came down from mount Sinai with the two tables of testimony in Moses' hand, when he came down from the mount, that Moses wist not that the skin of his face shone while he talked with him.” 
30 “And when Aaron and all the children of Israel saw Moses, behold, the skin of his face shone; and they were afraid to come nigh him.” 
The same God who spoke to Moses on the mount is now intervening on behalf of Stephen 
Those around him should have realize the appeal God was making to them, but instead 

( - II Corinthians 4:3 & 4- “But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost:” (willing)
4 “In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel 
of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them.” 
II Peter 3:5 – “For this they willingly are ignorant of,”
When the rich man begged Abraham to send Lazarus to warn his brethren

Abraham’s reply was “If they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded, though one rose from the dead”  - Luke 16:19-31 

Colossians 1:27, 28 – “To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory:” 
28 “Whom we preach, warning every man, and teaching every man in all wisdom; that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus:” 

I Corinthians 2:2 – “For I determined not to know any thing among you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified.” 

But in spite of Jesus miracles and other divine evidences of  His deity during His earthly ministry, and in spite of His known resurrection , the Jews rejected Jesus
Now Stephen stands before them, his face aglow with the present of Christ and again they ignore the supernatural display of glory 

Spiritual blindness is far more deadly than physical blindness 
CONCLUSION: 

HE WAS A “SPECIAL” MAN OF GOD

HE WAS A “SENSIBLE” MAN OF GOD

HE WAS A “SINCERE” MAN OF GOD
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