THE BOOK OF ACTS SERMON SERIES #2 
The Head of The Church – Acts 1:1-7

THE HEAD OF THE CHURCH
DATE: 

TEXT: Acts 1:1-7; John 11:25; Matthew 16:18   

INTRODUCTION: 

Acts 1:1 – “The former treatise have I made, O Theophilus, of all that Jesus began both to do and teach,” 

Acts 1 reviews for us the post-resurrection ministry and ascension of the Lord as found in Luke 24:44 - 53 
Acts 1 is full of rich doctrinal content. 

We learn some great vital truths about the Lord and His Church He established during His earthly ministry.
I. CHRIST’S POST-RESURRECTION MINISRTY-vs.2,3
A. The Details – of that ministry 
“Until the day in which He was taken up, after that He through the Holy Ghost had given commandments unto the apostles whom He had chosen:”

Other details of our Lord’s post-resurrection ministry are also found to a greater or lesser extent at the end of each of the four Gospels – 

Matthew 28:16-20; Mark 16:12-20; Luke 24:13-53;                          John 20:19-23
These together with our text show this period of the Lord’s ministry

1. Forty Days – v.3 

“… being seen of them forty days, and speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God:” 

In the Bible, 40 is the number often associated with “probation” or “testing” 
Moses - Acts 7:23, 30 – “And when he was full forty years old, it came into his heart to visit his brethren the children of Israel.”                                                                                                   “And when forty years were expired, there appeared to him in the wilderness of mount Sina an angel of the Lord in a flame of fire in a bush.” 
Exodus 24:18 – “And Moses went into the midst of the cloud, and gat him up into the mount: and Moses was in the mount forty days and forty nights.” 

Jesus – Luke 4:1, 2 – “And Jesus being full of the Holy Ghost returned from Jordan, and was led by the Spirit into the wilderness,” 
  “Being forty days tempted of the devil. And in those days He did eat nothing: and when they were ended, He afterward hungered.” 

The Children of Israel  -Numbers 14:34 – “After the number of the days in which ye searched the land, even forty days, each day for a year, shall ye bear your iniquities, even forty years, and ye shall know my breach of promise.” 

Psalm 95:10 – “Forty years long was I grieved with this generation, and said, It is a people that do err in their heart, and they have not known my ways:” 

Deuteronomy 8:2-5 - ( - Israel at the end of the forty years

Elijah - I Kings 19:8 – “And he arose, and did eat and drink, and went in the strength of that meat forty days and forty nights unto Horeb the mount of God.” 
Jonah 3:4 – “And Jonah began to enter into the city a day's journey, and he cried, and said, Yet forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown.” 

2. Jesus spent this time in teaching and commanding the Apostle 
The “Great Commission” is given in each of the four Gospels and also the Book of Acts – 

Matthew 28:19, 20 – “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:” 
20 “Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.” 

Mark 16:15, 16 – “And He said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.” 
                                                                                                                 16 “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.” 


Luke 24:47-48 – “And that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in His name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.” 
48 “And ye are witnesses of these things.” 

John 20: 21 -23 – “Then said Jesus to them again, Peace be unto you: as my Father hath sent me, even so send I you.” 
22 “And when He had said this, He breathed on them, and saith unto them, Receive ye the Holy Ghost:” 
23 “Whose soever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto them; and whose soever sins ye retain, they are retained.” 

Acts 1:8 – “But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto Me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.” 

I suggest to you that there is not 5 different “Great Commissions” given but only one but in 5 parts. 
Each part giving more of the mind of God on the Church’s marching orders! 

CHRIST’S POST-RESURRECTION MINISRTY
II. THE INFALLIBLE PROOF  - v.3 
“To whom also He shewed Himself alive after His passion by many infallible proofs,”

The credibility of Bible Christianity rests upon the fact of the resurrection of Jesus Christ 

The resurrection was the greatest demonstration of the power of God – 

Romans 1:4 – “And declared to be the Son of God with power, according to the Spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead:” 

It is by this same power that a sinner is “Born Again” – 

Romans 1:16 – “For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.” 

And it is by this power that you and I as believers are able to live victoriously – 

Philippians 3:10 – “That I may know Him, and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, being made conformable unto His death;” 
Without the resurrection, His cross would have been a meaningless and tragic defeat 

If Christ never rose from the dead we would never know if His sacrifice was sufficient to save – 

I Corinthians 15:14 – “And if Christ be not risen, then is our preaching vain, and your faith is also vain.” 

But did Christ rise? 
Over 100 times the Word of God declares His resurrection

                                                                                                                    His resurrection is one of the best authenticated facts in history 

Let’s look at the evidences – 

A. The Empty Tomb 

Matthew 28:5-6 – “And the angel answered and said unto the women, Fear not ye: for I know that ye seek Jesus, which was crucified.” 
6 “He is not here: for he is risen, as he said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay.” 

Mark 16: 5-6 – “And entering into the sepulchre, they saw a young man sitting on the right side, clothed in a long white garment; and they were affrighted.” 
6 “And he saith unto them, Be not affrighted: Ye seek Jesus of Nazareth, which was crucified: he is risen; he is not here: behold the place where they laid him.” 

Luke 24:3 – “And they entered in, and found not the body of the Lord Jesus.” 

John 20:1-2 – “The first day of the week cometh Mary Magdalene early, when it was yet dark, unto the sepulchre, 
and seeth the stone taken away from the sepulchre.” 

2 “Then she runneth, and cometh to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, whom Jesus loved, and saith unto them, They have taken away the Lord out of the sepulchre, and we know not where they have laid him.”
The Empty Tomb 

B. The Evidence against Fraud 

Many Bible rejecters teach that the body of Christ was removed from the tomb, and the resurrection story concocted

The facts don’t support such a notion 

1. It would have been impossible for any of the disciples to remove the body 

They had three obstacles: 

( Matthew 27:62-66 -The Sentinels, the seal, and the stone  
Besides the disciple were in hiding - 
Matthew 26:56b – “Then all the disciples forsook him, and fled.” 

John 20:19a – “Then the same day at evening, being the first day of the week, when the doors were shut where the disciples were assembled for fear of the Jews,” 

Even after the disciples saw or hear of the empty tomb they were still amazed and disbelieving – 
Luke 24:9-12 - (
John 20:8, 9 – “Then went in also that other disciple, which came first to the sepulchre, and he saw, and believed.” 
9 “For as yet they knew not the scripture, that he must rise again from the dead.” 

When the ladies went to the tomb, they went to anoint a dead body, not to worship a risen Savior – 

Mark 16:1 – “And when the sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome, had bought sweet spices, that they might come and anoint him.” 

2. It was not possible that Joseph discarded the body 
First, he was a secret disciple of Christ while a member of the 
Jewish Sanhedrin 

John 19:38 – “And after this Joseph of Arimathaea, being a disciple of Jesus, but secretly for fear of the Jews, besought Pilate that he might take away the body of Jesus: and Pilate gave him leave. He came therefore, and took the body of Jesus.” 

Secondly, the Bible tells us that Joseph was a just and good man – 
Luke 23:50, 51 – “And, behold, there was a man named Joseph, a counsellor; and he was a good man, and a just:” 
51 “(The same had not consented to the counsel and deed of 
them;) he was of Arimathaea, a city of the Jews: who also himself waited for the kingdom of God.” 

3. It was not possible that the Jews would want to take it 
Of all the people who would want the body of Jesus, it would have been the Jewish religious leaders. 

And did all they could to keep it, Look again at – 

Matthew 27:64, 66 – “Command therefore that the sepulchre be made sure until the third day, lest his disciples come by night, and steal him away, and say unto the people, He is risen from the dead: so the last error shall be worse than the first.” 

“So they went, and made the sepulchre sure, sealing the stone, and setting a watch.” 
And when they learned of the empty tomb they immediately concocted a story to cover it up – 

Matthew 28:11 -13 – “Now when they were going, behold, some of the watch came into the city, and shewed unto the chief priests all the things that were done.” 
12 “And when they were assembled with the elders, and had taken counsel, they gave large money unto the soldiers,” 
13 “Saying, Say ye, His disciples came by night, and stole him away while we slept.” 

If they had the body why wouldn’t they product it after the Day of Pentecost and thousands of people were being saved? 
4. It was not possible that the Roman soldiers took it
Death without a trial was meted out to any Roman soldier who took a bride, fell asleep at his post, or broke a seal. 

Peter delivered by the Angel - Acts 12:19a – “And when Herod had sought for him, and found him not, he examined the keepers, and commanded that they should be put to death.”

The Philippian Jailer – Acts 16:27 – “And the keeper of the prison awaking out of his sleep, and seeing the prison doors open, he drew out his sword, and would have killed himself, supposing that the prisoners had been fled.” 

(Even despite this threat the Roman soldier still went contrary to what they new to be right.)  

Besides, the Romans were the keepers of the peace – why would they create more trouble for themselves. 
The Empty Tomb, the Evidence against Fraud 

C. The Numerous Appearances of Christ                                          (Post-Resurrection)
 ( To Mary – John 20:16 

( To the Women – Matthew 28:5-9

( To Peter – Luke 24:24 

 (To the two on the road to Emmaus – Luke 24:13-35

(To the Ten Apostles in the upper room – John 20:19

(To the eleven and other in the upper room –
    John 20:26-29 

(To seven disciples at the sea of Tiberias – John 21:1-14

(To the eleven at the ascension – Matthew 28:16; Acts 1:4 
(To over 500 believers – I Corinthians 15:6 

(To James and the Apostles – I Corinthians 15:7 

(To Saul (Paul) on the road to Damascus – Acts 9:5 

    I Corinthians 15:8 

D. The Changed Lives of the Apostles

Ex. Peter 
E. The Post Resurrection Preaching of the Apostles

F. The Institution of “The First Day of the Week” 

G. The Witness of Jesus Christ Himself – 

Revelation 1:18 – “I am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen; and have the keys of hell and of death.” 
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