THE BOOK OF ACTS #21

The Conversion of Saul of Tarsus – Acts 9:1-9 

THE CONVERSION OF SAUL OF TARSUS
DATE: 

TEXT: Acts 9:1-9 

INTRODUCTION: 
Chapter nine records the most celebrated conversion experience in Christian history

It also signals the beginning of the ministry of the most prolific and wide-ranging evangelist in the Biblical record 

~~~OPENING PRAYER~~~ 
I. SAUL THE PERSECUTOR – vs. 1, 2 
Saul of Tarsus, the young zealous Pharisee, took extreme measures to resist and eradicate the Gospel 

It was his personal vendetta 

Having scattered the church at Jerusalem … 
Acts 8:1 – “And Saul was consenting unto his death. And at that time there was a great persecution against the church which was at Jerusalem; and they were all scattered abroad throughout the regions of Judaea and Samaria, except the apostles.” 

He next sought permission to continue his quest farther north

Damascus was 150 miles away – a six-day journey

A. An Early Nickname for the Followers of Christ 

V.2 says that they were referred to as “this way” or “the way” 

Acts 19:9 – “But when divers were hardened, and believed not, but spake evil of that way before the multitude, he departed from them, and separated the disciples, disputing daily in the school of one Tyrannus.” 


Acts 19:23 – “And the same time there arose no small stir about that way.” 
Acts 22:4 – “And I persecuted this way unto the death, binding and delivering into prisons both men and women.” 


Acts 24:22 – “And when Felix heard these things, having more perfect knowledge of that way, he deferred them, and said, When Lysias the chief captain shall come down, I will know the uttermost of your matter.”
B. The Vehemence of Saul’s Persecuting Zeal  

Vs. 1, 2 

Paul’s zeal is measured by statements such as: 

1. “Threatenings” which means menacing 
2. “Slaughter”  

Acts 22:4a – “And I persecuted this way unto the death,” 
3. “whether they were Men or women” 

4. That “he might bring them bound unto Jerusalem” for trial and punishment 

Acts 22:5 – “I received letters unto the brethren, and went to Damascus, to bring them which were there bound unto Jerusalem, for to be punished.” 

Galatians 1:13 – “For ye have heard of my conversation in time past in the Jews' religion, how that beyond measure I persecuted the church of God, and wasted it:” 

I Timothy 1:13 – “Who was before a blasphemer, and a persecutor, and injurious: but I obtained mercy, because I did it ignorantly in unbelief.” 

SAUL THE PERSECUTOR
II. SAUL ON THE ROAD TO DAMASCUS – vs. 3-6 

Saul’s encounter with the Lord Jesus Christ was dramatic 

However, it is not the norm for all salvation experiences

And it would be wrong for anyone to seek such an experience as being essential to true salvation  

The circumstances and emotions accompanying salvation will be different for each person 

                                                                                                            Besides, salvation is based upon the FACTS of God’s Word, not the FEELINGS that arise from circumstances! 
Let’s consider some conversion experiences in the Bible: 

♦For the woman at the well, it was the realization of Who Jesus Christ is – 

John 4:28, 29 – “The woman then left her waterpot, and went her way into the city, and saith to the men,” 
29 “Come, see a man, which told me all things that ever I did: is not this the Christ?” 

♦For the Ethiopian Eunuch, it was an understanding of the Scriptures and a clear confession of faith in Christ 
Acts 8:35-37 – “Then Philip opened his mouth, and began at the same scripture, and preached unto him Jesus.”
36 “And as they went on their way, they came unto a certain water: and the eunuch said, See, here is water; what doth hinder me to be baptized?” 
37 “And Philip said, If thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest. And he answered and said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.” 

♦For Lydia, her heart was simply opened to the things she heard preached – 

Acts 16:14 – “And a certain woman named Lydia, a seller of purple, of the city of Thyatira, which worshipped God, heard us: whose heart the Lord opened, that she attended unto the things which were spoken of Paul.” 

♦Turn to Acts 16:27-31 ( - 

For the Jailor at Philippi, it was the climax of a traumatic night of pandemonium  

Everyone will have a different testimony of the circumstances of their salvation 

No one should expect nor look for a “Damascus Road” experience 

Nevertheless, there are FOUR characteristics of Saul’s conversion that are seen in every true salvation: 

1. Light – v.3 

The light of the Gospel must shine into the heart 

Matthew 4:16 – “The people which sat in darkness saw great light; and to them which sat in the region and shadow of death light is sprung up” 

Acts 26:18 – “To open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among them which are sanctified by faith that is in me” 

II Corinthians 4: 4, 6 – “In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them” 

“For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ” 

Ephesians 5:8 – “For ye were sometimes darkness, but now are ye light in the Lord: walk as children of light:” 

I Peter 2:9 – “But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of Him who hath called you out of darkness into His marvellous light:” 

All who would be saved must come to the Light of the World 

Turn to the Gospel according to John 1:4-9; 3:19-21; 8:12; 12:46   
2. A Voice – v.4 

Note here the phrase – “…why persecuted thou Me?” 

Today, God speaks to man through His written Word 

John 5:24 –“Verily, verily, I say unto you, he that heareth my Word, and believeth on Him that sent Me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life.” 

Romans 10:17 – “So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God” 
I Corinthians 13:10 – “But when that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part shall be done away.” 

Those who persecute the saints of God are effectively persecuting the Lord Himself 
3. Conviction – v.5 
“… the pricks…”  This means a “goad” which was a sharp-pointed stick used to prod and move oxen along 
Acts 2:37 – “Now when they heard this, they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do?” 

Conviction is the work of the Holy Spirit – 

John 16:8-11 – (
The Holy Spirit uses the Word of God to convict (prick) the hearts and consciences of the hearers

Ephesians 6:17 – “And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God:” 
Hebrews  4:12 – “For the Word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.” 

A man cannot be saved until he is convicted of his sin 

Men “kick against the pricks” 

They even reject Christ outright 

Acts 7:54 – “When they heard these things, they were cut to the heart, and they gnashed on him with their teeth.” 

                                                                                                                Saul as been under conviction from the time he heard Stephen preach 
His persecution of the Believers could have actually been a reaction to that conviction 

4. Faith – v.6a 

It’s at this point that Saul received Christ as his personal Saviour 

Some have insisted that he is not saved until v.18, using the assumption that God always uses men to lead sinners to Christ 

The fact is that God did use a man – Stephen! 

Consider the following proof: 

a. Saul called Jesus Lord – 
These may have been mere words except for the following

I Corinthians 12:3 – “Wherefore I give you to understand, that no man speaking by the Spirit of God calleth Jesus accursed: and that no man can say that Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost.” 
b. Paul himself declared that he was “Born Again” at the time he saw Christ – 

I Corinthians 15:8 – “And last of all he was seen of me also, as of one born out of due time.” 

c. Paul freely admitted that he was a blasphemer before he was saved – 

I Timothy 1:13 – “Who was before a blasphemer, and a persecutor, and injurious: but I obtained mercy, because I did it ignorantly in unbelief.” 

His language in v.6 is far from blasphemy! 
SAUL THE PERSECUTOR 
SAUL ON THE ROAD TO DAMASCUS 

III. SAUL THE CHRISTIAN – v.6 

Saul was frightened to the point of trembling 
In his astonishment he cried out, “Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?” 
In that instant, Saul totally surrendered to the glorified resurrected Christ 
Not only was trust by Saul in Christ implicit, he further

submitted at that same instant to the Lordship of Jesus Christ 
He not only trusted Him, Saul was willing at the same time to do whatever the Lord so willed 
Saul in that instant learned the fear of the Lord 
In so doing, he totally submitted himself to Christ,

trusting Him completely 
In more ordinary conversions, there often is a interval between trusting Christ as Savior and submitting to His Lordship and becoming totally obedient 
In Saul’s case, it happened all at once 
He had seen the resurrected Christ in His glory 
That’s all it took He totally surrendered, trusting Him completely 
Jesus, in turn, instructed him to proceed on his journey into Damascus and await further instructions 
A. Saul’s question ought to be asked by every child of God  
“Lord, what wilt Thou have me to do?” 

When? – At the first opportunity 

Why? – Because He is Lord 

What? – Any and every thing 
B. The Answer to Saul’s Question 
God’s answer was “Arise, and go” 
1. Because the Christian needs to grow 

I Peter 2:2 – “As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, that ye may grow thereby:” 
2. Before salvation the call was to “come” 
Matthew 11:28 – “Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.” 

After salvation, it is always “go” 

Matthew 28:19 – “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:” 

There were two “go’s” revealed to Saul when he meet with Ananias 

V.18 – Go be Baptized 

V.20 – Go Preach 

CONCLUSION
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