THE BOOK OF DANIEL #22 
The Army of the Antichrist – Daniel 11:36-45


THE ARMY OF THE ANTICHRIST

DATE: 5/29/2011 pm 
TEXT: Daniel 11:36-45; Revelation 19 
INTRODUCTION – v.36 
We have been studying Jewish history
We saw in our last study of Daniel 11 the historical accounts of events that have already occurred 
They involve the detailed events that Daniel saw in his vision of the 70 weeks 
Vs. 1-35 cover 69 of those 70 weeks 

Vs. 36-45 involve the 70th week 
As we have seen in past studies, each week represents 1 year 
Daniel’s vision of 70 weeks covers a period of 490 years  
The first 69 weeks cover a period of 483 years 
These 483 years have already been fulfilled as seen by the historical events described in vs. 1-35
God paused those 70 weeks at the crucifixion 
Daniel 9:25, 26   
The last week or last 7 years is future, yet to be fulfilled, 
And it involves the period of time that we call the Jacob’s Trouble (Jeremiah 30:7) or the Tribulation period
This final week of Jewish history in view is in relation to the antichrist 
Who is the antichrist? 
A significant shift takes place at this point in our text
Whereas the prophecy to this point has been largely about the little horn of Daniel 8:35 (Antiochus Epiphanes) 
The focus now seems to leap ahead to the little horn of Daniel 7:8 (the coming antichrist) 
The details prophesied from this point onward do not mesh with recorded history and therefore can only be future still in their application 
Moreover, the ‘king’ described here fits the mosaic of end-time events and other descriptions of the antichrist 
Though there may be applications to Antiochus, the greater application is to the last days 
He is a person that will rise to world fame and power during the Tribulation 
In fact, he will rise to the status of a world-ruler 
In v. 36 we are given this description of the antichrist  
In this one verse we learn something of the Character and Career of the antichrist 
As for his Character, 
We see that he is called a “king” indicating the he will rule 
And as king he “shall do according to his will” 
He will be driven by selfish motives 
Behind all he does will be a self-love, a self-will, and self-exaltation 
The Bible says - “He shall exalt himself, and magnify himself above every god” 
He will arrogantly assert his supremacy above all deities 
He will at one point even declare himself to be God  
The Bible in II Thessalonians 2:4 describes the antichrist as one – 
“Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God” 
Daniel said that he - “shall speak marvelous things against the God of gods” 
The word “marvelous” speaks of “shocking, astonishing, unbelievable” things 
His specific target will be Christ 
He will spew out shockingly blasphemous words against Christ 
In Revelation 13:6 we see an example – 
“And he opened his mouth in blasphemy against God, to blaspheme His name, and His tabernacle, and them that dwell in heaven” 

As for his Career 
We read that he - “shall prosper” 
This time of Prosperity will be for a limited time -  
“till the indignation be accomplished,” 
This is approximately 7 years 
During this time he will accomplish most of his objectives and rise to be a powerful figure in world events 
The “indignation” refers to the Tribulation period 
His time of Prosperity will only last as God allows it - 
“for that that is determined shall be done” 

After giving us a glimpse at the Character and Career of the antichrist in v. 36, 
Daniel’s vision focuses upon – 

“The Antichrist and his Army”  
Let’s pray, then look at the antichrist in relation to his army as described in vs. 37-45 
~~~Prayer~~~

First, notice with me:
A MILITARY FORCE THAT IS:
I. “COLLECTED” - vs. 37-39 
In vs. 37-39 we see the antichrist putting his army together 
We see him assembling a powerful force to carry out his selfish ambitions and objectives 
Daniel sees this military force as:
A. A Force that is ‘Exalted’ – vs. 37, 38 
We read in vs. 37  
Once again we see that he will magnify or exalt himself above everyone and everything 

1. He will reject the religion of his ancestors - 
“Neither shall he regard the God of his fathers” 
Some believe he will have a Christian background  
On the other hand, because he is received by Israel, 
It has been believed by some, that this man of sin will be a Jew ethnically  
And, certainly some of the most godless individuals in recent history have been apostate Jews 
(Einstein, Kissinger just to name a few)   
2. He will have no Desire for Woman 
Some believe his “nor desire for women” implies that he may be a homosexual 
This could be, but let’s look at the context a little closer

Most believe that the statement, “nor the desire of women,” …
Refers to the desire of Jewish women to be the mother of the Messiah 
Genesis 4:1; 3:15 

I believe this is the correct interpretation because of the context of the passage 
It goes on to say “nor regard any god” 
“the God of his fathers” – Jewish 

“the desire of women” – Christianity 

“nor regard any god” – all religion (Muslim etc.) 
“for he shall magnify himself above all”  

Disregarding any god implies that he worships himself or rather demands worship of himself by others 
He therefore magnifies himself above all others, both 
earthly or heavenly
We read v.38a 
“But in his estate shall he honour the God of forces”
His religion and god will be one of Force 
Literally, he will worship the god of war 
The only god he will honor and serve is that of military might 
His altar of worship will be war 
The phrase “a god whom his fathers knew not” speaks of how his ancestors were not of the same passion 
War was not their god 
We read in v. 38b  

However, the antichrist will “honor” his god, military might -  
“with gold, and silver, and with precious stones, and pleasant things” 
All his resources and wealth will be poured into making his army one of great strength and power  

Daniel not only sees how his army as – 
A Force that is ‘Exalted’ 
But also:

B. A Force that is ‘Expanded’ – v.39 
Pouring such resources into his army, he will build an army 
An army that he will use to attack and conquer others, 
Thus increasing the size and capability of his military force 
We read in v. 39a  
“Thus shall he do in the most strong holds with a strange god” 
He will attack the mightiest nations with the help of his foreign god, the god of war 
His god is called “strange” (foreign) in the sense that it is not the god of his ancestors (v. 38) 

By pouring in all the resources he has at his disposal and conquering others, his army will “increase with glory” 
As his army increases “he shall cause them to rule over many” 
He will conquer land after land, nation after nation, and people after people 
To those who vow their allegiance to him, he “shall divide the land for gain” 
He will reward them and allot them territories to rule  
Of course this is an unquestionable allegiance, 
But one rewarded with financial payoffs and political favors 

The antichrist will collect him an army made up of the nations of the world 
He will assemble an army of unprecedented strength and size, 
All with the objective of fulfilling his selfish purposes and desires
World Domination  
A MILITARY FORCE THAT IS “COLLECTED”

Furthermore, we see that his military force is:
II. “CHALLENGED” vs. 40-43 
At some point there will be those who will rise up in opposition and challenge the antichrist 
Daniel sees the antichrist being challenged 
Look with me at these challenges 
First, notice:

A. The ‘First’ Challenge that ‘Threatens’ Him

We read in v. 40a  
The words “time of the end” would indicate that this first challenge occurs during the later period of the Tribulation period 
This is often referred to as the second 3 ½ years of the Tribulation 
This challenge comes from kings to the north and south  
(North and south, relative to Israel) 
The king of the south, most believe, refers to Egypt 
There are different opinions as to the identity of the king of the north 
Some say Syria, and others Russia, based on the prophecy of Ezekiel 38, 39  
Whoever they may be, we see that they will assemble their armies and navy’s, 
And launch an attack against the antichrist and his army from both the north and south 
However this challenge will be defeated by the antichrist  
We read in v. 40b -
“he (antichrist) shall enter into the countries, and shall overflow and pass over” 

The antichrist will retaliate by invading the countries of those who challenge him and like a flood will crush them  
We read in vs. 41-43  
All involved in this challenge will be overthrown 
Egypt, the Libyans and Ethiopians; all will he conquered and control by him, 
Adding the riches and resources of these nations to his coffers
However, this is not his last challenge 
Notice:

B. The ‘Further’ Challenge that ‘Troubles’ Him

We read in v. 44  
The antichrist will get reports that the king of the north is regrouping and that those from the east have plans in effect 

He will react and “shall go forth with great fury to destroy, and utterly to make away many” 
You talk about getting his dander up, he will move with fire flaming out of his eyes 
His mission and objective will be to destroy those who are even thinking about challenging him 
When we read the book of Revelation we find that the first 3 ½ years of the tribulation will be very peaceful 
In fact, the antichrist will be responsible for the peace that has been brought to the world 
He will be responsible for the peace treaty in the Middle East 
He will be hailed by the world as a superman, the answer to everyone’s prayers  
However, at the mid-point of the Tribulation he will show his true colors as described in v. 36 
The peace that has existed will be shattered and once again war will be a part of the daily news 
The challenges that he receives from the north, south, and east merely set the stage for the greatest battle the world will ever know—the battle of Armageddon
Which will prove to be the antichrist’s Waterloo 
We see this in v. 45
A MILITARY FORCE THAT IS “COLLECTED”

A MILITARY FORCE THAT IS “CHALLENGED”  
Notice with me lastly:
A MILITARY FORCE THAT IS - 
III. “CONQUERED”  - v.45 
The antichrist will finally meet his match 
We read in v. 45a – 
“And he shall plant the tabernacles of his palace between the seas in the glorious holy mountain” 
He will establish his headquarters in Jerusalem 
Jerusalem will become his capital, the base of all his operations  
We read elsewhere in the Scripture that he will seek to destroy the Jews, 
Trying to rid the land of the Jewish people 
At the first of the Tribulation, he had been their Protector 
In the second half he will be their Persecutor 
We also read that armies from the north, south, and east will move against him setting up a great showdown 
It will be at Armageddon, the valley of Megiddo  
However, everyone’s plans will suddenly be interrupted  
We read “yet he shall come to his end, and none shall help him” 
The antichrist will be defeated, 
But not by the armies that have marched against him  
First, there will be:

A. An Unexpected ‘Confrontation’
Elsewhere in the Scripture we learn how the antichrist will “come to his end and none shall be able to help him” 
We read in Revelation 19 of the Battle of Armageddon 
And how the nations of the world have come together to destroy the nation of Israel 
John describes how this battle is suddenly interrupted by a heavenly Commander with His army

John describes this unexpected confrontation in Revelation 19:11-16 
Without warning the Lord Jesus will return to this earth in power and glory with His army of redeemed saints 
An angel will cry with a loud voice -Revelation 19:17-18  

This Unexpected ‘Confrontation’ 
Will result in:

B. An Unexpected ‘Termination’
It will be the hour of the defeat of the antichrist and his army 
We read in Revelation 19:19-21 
CONCLUSION
The ruler of the world will meet the Ruler of the Universe 
The beast (antichrist) and all the rulers of the world that have followed Him and their armies 
Will be defeated and conquered without a shot being fired 
By the Word of His mouth He will defeat and conquer the antichrist and his armies, 
Sending him into eternal punishment in the lake of fire 
The antichrist may be Mighty, but he will not be the Mightiest 
He may be Powerful, but will not be All Powerful 
He will Rule and he will Conquered … 
But he will be Ruled and Conquered 

He may be the one in control of this world’s affairs for a time

But he has a destiny with the One who has ruled for All Time!

He will quickly discover that he is not the Christ when he meets the Christ 
He will get everything he deserves!
“he shall come to his end, and none shall help him” 
A MILITARY FORCE THAT IS “COLLECTED”

A MILITARY FORCE THAT IS “CHALLENGED”  
A MILITARY FORCE THAT IS “CONQUERED”
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