THE BOOK OF ACTS # 23
According to His Purpose – Acts 9:20-31

ACCORDING TO HIS PURPOSE 
THE EARLY MINISTRY OF PAUL 
DATE: 

TEXT: Acts 9:20-31, Galatians 1 
INTRODUCTION:

A man with the call of God upon his life must take immediate steps to effect that call 

The Bible says – “And straightway he preached Christ” 

When a man is called to preach the Gospel, he doesn’t then begin training to BECOME a preacher – he IS already a preacher, a preacher – in – training! 

Romans 11:29 – “For the gifts and calling of God are without repentance.” 
Although the reference to the “gifts and the calling of God” being without repentance pertains to when God chose Israel in Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob 

Though He had chastened Israel, He had not uncalled them 

God does not change His calling
Are we “the called according to His purpose.” – Romans 8:28
(For His Purpose also)  
~~~OPENING PRAYER~~~

I. SAUL’S PREACHING – vs. 20-22  
His Message: 

A. The Content of – v.20 

“And straightway he preached Christ in the synagogues, that He is the Son of God.” 

He “preached Christ” 

That was the one message he knew, because he had just received Him as Saviour 

Back in chapter 8 Philip preached Christ 

                                                                                                                                     Acts 8:5 – “Then Philip went down to the city of Samaria, and preached Christ unto them” 

Acts 8:35 – “Then Philip opened his mouth, and began at the same scripture, and preached unto him Jesus” 
I Corinthians 1:23 – “But we preach Christ crucified, unto the Jews a stumblingblock, and unto the Greeks foolishness;”
Philippians 1:21 – “For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.” 

B. The Theology of – v.20 (end of verse) 
Not only did he “preach Christ”
But also “that He is the Son of God”
V.22 – “But Saul increased the more in strength, and confounded the Jews which dwelt at Damascus, ‘proving’ that this is very Christ”
From the Scriptures!  
C. The Places he preached – v.20 
“in the synagogues,”
He went to his own first – the religious Jews in the synagogue

Romans 10:1-4 – “Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer to God for Israel is, that they might be saved.” 
2 “For I bear them record that they have a zeal of God, but                                                                                                                  not according to knowledge.” 
3 “For they being ignorant of God's righteousness, and going about to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God.” 
4 “For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to every one that believeth.” 

D. The Evidence for – v.21 
“But all that heard him were amazed, and said; Is not this he that destroyed them which called on this name in Jerusalem, and came hither for that intent, that he might bring them bound unto the chief priests?”
Saul had a changed life – 

II Corinthians 5:17 – “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.” 

A preacher must be (and live) what he preaches 

II. SAUL’S TRAINING 

Turn to Galatians 1:15-18 with me
It is evident from these verses that Saul left Damascus for a time and went out into the Arabian Desert to be alone with the Lord

Who was his Teacher – Look again at v.16 

The time of this training falls between Acts 9:22 & 9:23 

Why did Saul receive his training in this manner? 

Isn’t this an unusual way to train someone? 
After all II Timothy 2:2 says – “And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also.” 

The answer is that Paul was called to be an Apostle – 

Romans 1:1 – “Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, separated unto the gospel of God,” 

I Corinthians 15:9 – “For I am the least of the apostles, that am not meet to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God.” 
One of the marks of a true Apostle is that they were personally trained by Jesus Christ 

He would need to receive Divine Revelation as a part of his office

Galatians 1:11, 12 – “But I certify you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached of me is not after man.” 
12 “For I neither received it of man, neither was I taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ.” 

Ephesians 3:2-5 – (
II Corinthians 12:1-7 –(
                                                                                                                   This revelation translated into apostolic authority – which is now, for us, Scriptural Authority! 
III. SAUL’S DEPARTURE – vs. 23-25 
From Damascus 
A. After “many days”  - v.23 

Galatians 1:18 establishes this time as being 3 years 

“Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to see Peter, and abode with him fifteen days.”

B. Saul’s first taste of Persecution – vs. 23, 24 
Saul’s enemies had now become his friends, and his one time friends had become his enemies

Such is the change wrought by the Lord 
C. Saul’s Escape – v.25 
This was a supernatural escape 

It was resourceful nonetheless and wasn’t the first time an escape like this had taken place 

Joshua 2:15 – “Then she let them down by a cord through the window: for her house was upon the town wall, and she dwelt upon the wall.” 

I Samuel 19:12 – “So Michal let David down through a window: and he went, and fled, and escaped.”

IV. SAUL’S ARRIVAL – vs. 26-29 
In Jerusalem 

Saul presents himself for membership in the church at Jerusalem, but the church voted “NO” – v.26 

It was only after Barnabas spoke up for him that the vote was changed to “YES” – v.27 

Two Principles: 

A. People are received into the Church Membership by consent of the Church 
No one has an automatic presumption to membership, and no one person in the church has the right to admit members 

It is a church matter – This is why the church body votes on receiving members 

B. Transfer of Church Membership is on the basis of recommendation 

In the case of our text, Saul was received into the membership in Jerusalem on the basis of Barnabas’ commendation

This is why we accept people from Baptist churches of like faith and order by means of a letter of transfer and commendation 

Acts 18:27 – “And when he was disposed to pass into Achaia, the brethren wrote, exhorting the disciples to receive 
him: who, when he was come, helped them much which had believed through grace:” 

II Corinthians 3:1 – “Do we begin again to commend ourselves? or need we, as some others, epistles of commendation to you, or letters of commendation from you?” 

Thought: Consider if Saul had been under some disciplinary action that had been taken by the church at Damascus

To receive him into the church without knowledge of this would be: 

1. To invite trouble 

A member under disciple in one church may well bring the same troubles with him 

No one should be received by a church until a letter of commendation can be granted 
2. To despise the independency of the other church 
According to Matthew 18:17, the highest authority in church matters is the Church 
“And if he shall neglect to hear them, tell it unto the church: but if he neglect to hear the church, let him be unto thee as an heathen man and a publican.” 

For another church to knowingly (or unknowingly) accept a person into membership who is subject to an action of their former church is to violate this principle 
Insisting on a letter avoids this situation 

There are only two ways to be received into the membership of a Local New Testament Baptist Church – 

By Baptism or By Letter 

The practice of receiving members on the basis of a “statement” (although it may be necessary at times) can be dangerous and doubtful 

V. SAUL’S MOVE – vs. 30, 31 
To Tarsus

Saul’s preaching resulted in another plot to kill him 

It may be that the fear of having him stir up another general persecution was the motion for having Saul leave Jerusalem 

It also could have been simply to protect him 

Galatians 1:21 – “Afterwards I came into the regions of Syria and Cilicia;” 

The language of v.31 suggests that trouble always seemed to follow Saul 
VI. THE SPREAD OF CHURCHES – v. 31 

At the beginning of the Book of Acts, there was just one organized church in existence 

By Act chapter 9 we are seeing the plural “Churches” 
The areas now reached with the Gospel were Judæa, Samaria and Galilee 

A. Note the word “Churches” 

This is consistent with the definition of a church 

If there was a “universal church” the plural would be unnecessary 

B. Up to this time there are still No Gentile Churches 

Reaching the world is the next phase of the Great Commission about to take place 

Acts 1:8 – “and unto the uttermost part of the earth.” 
CONCLUSION: 
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