THE BOOK OF DANIEL #23
End Time Promises – Daniel 12:1-4 

END TIME PROMISES
DATE:

TEXT: Daniel 12:1-4

INTRODUCTION
Can I make a disclaimer? 

My information on prophecy is not exhaustive 

That means I don’t have all the information 

But I will give you what the Lord has given me 
The Bible says in I Thessalonians 5:4 – 
“But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that day should overtake you as a thief” 
“That day” refers to the events surrounding the return of the Lord Jesus Christ  
Continuing the thought, Paul tells us that we “are not in darkness, that that day should overtake you as a thief” 
If we “are not in darkness”, that means we have Light on the subject
Light that helps us to understand what will happen and even when it will happen 

The light that has been given us … 
Are the many prophecies we have throughout the Bible that tell us about the end time  
The prophecies of Daniel are only a part

I’m sure God hasn’t told us everything about the future, 
But He has revealed enough, so that we are “not in darkness” 
He has given us enough that we can be ready

The Bible says in Luke 21:28 – 
“And when these things begin to come to pass, then look up, and lift up your heads; for your redemption draweth nigh” 
Jesus said that there are certain things that we will see that tell us that He is soon to come  
We are not looking for the undertaker, but was looking for the uppertaker 
In Daniel 12:1-4 we are given some promises surrounding the end time 
In v. 4 Daniel speaks of “the time of the end” 
The “time of the end” embraces the return of Jesus Christ  
The period of time called the tribulation, and the return of Christ to this earth, to set up His millennial kingdom  

I want to draw your attention to 3 promises that are given to us in our text 

Let’s pray and look at some “End Time Promises” 

~~~Prayer~~~ 
First, there is the promise of:

I. AN END TIME “RESURRECTION”
We read in vs. 1, 2
For a second time we meet Michael in this book  
We first met him in Daniel 10 
There in v.13 he is called “one of chief the princes” … 
…Which meant that he was one of higher ranking angels 
Here he is called “the great prince,” …
…Which indicates that he is the highest ranking angel  
In Jude 1:9 he is called an “archangel” which means chief angel  

1. Angels are a fascinating study in the Bible 
The Bible speaks of them as supernatural, heavenly creatures 
They are numerous, very strong, and actively involved in the lives of God’s people 
The Bible speaks of angels having various roles and ranks  
Michael is the highest ranking angel of all the angels   

In Daniel 10 we saw him delivering the vision that is contained in chapters 10-12 
There he explained to Daniel that he had been delayed 21 days due to fighting with an evil emissary in the heavens  
2. Now we see him as a protector of the Jewish people 
In v. 1 he is described as the one who “standeth for the children of thy people” 

The “children of thy people” speaks of the Jewish people 
Michael is seen standing up for the Nation of Israel  
In other words, he is protecting them or standing up in their behalf 
As we look closer we see Michael standing up for them in the end time 
The words, “At that time” refer to the period that we have come to know as the Tribulation period  

Notice with me this first promise that is given to the Jewish people during the Tribulation period 
The first part of the first promise is to -  
A. Those That Are ‘Suffering’ 

In v. 1 we read “there shall be a time of trouble” 
The word “trouble” speaks of a time of anxiety and distress 
The Tribulation period will be an extremely distressful time for the Jewish people 
In fact, v. 1 tells us that this time of distress will be -

“such as never was since there was a nation even to that same time” 
Since the beginning of nations, the distress of the Tribulation will be unprecedented  

1. The Jewish people throughout history have experienced a great amount of distress 
I think of Hitler’s atrocities in which more than 6 million Jews were killed 
I think of the concentration camps in Germany 
I think of the death chambers where thousands of bodies were cremated 
More than 30,000 lost their life at Dachau, just one of the many camps 
It was a terrible and horrible time for the Jewish people 
2. No people have suffered and been mistreated like the Jewish people have
Yet, their suffering during the Tribulation will be unprecedented   

a. The prophet Jeremiah called this time as “the time of Jacob’s trouble” 
We read in Jeremiah 30:7 – 
“Alas! For that day is great, so that none is like it: it is even the time of Jacob’s trouble…” 

b. Jesus spoke of the suffering of these days 
We read in Matthew 24:21, 22 – 
“For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever shall be”                                                                              “And except those days should be shortened, there should no flesh be saved: but for the elect’s sake those days shall be shortened” 

c. The prophet Zechariah tells us that things will be so bad that only a third of the people will survive 
We read in Zechariah 13:8 – 
“And it shall come to pass, that in all the land, said the LORD, two parts therein shall be cut off and die; but the third shall be left therein” 

In Daniel 12 we see that the Jewish people will suffer greatly during the Tribulation period 
3.  But there are certain Jews that are given the promise that they shall be delivered from their suffering 
V. 1 says “at that time thy people shall be delivered” 

The suffering of the Jewish people during the Tribulation will lead many to turn to Christ in recognition of Him as the promised Messiah 
These are referred to in v. 1 as “every one that shall be found written in the book” 
“The Book” no doubts refers to the Book of Life in which are recorded the names of all who are saved 
Saved because of the preaching of the 144,000 (Rev.7)
The promise is to “whosoever will” – Revelation 22:17 

To those Jews there shall be Deliverance 
How will they be delivered? 
Notice secondly that Daniel not only sees 
Those Who will ‘Suffer’ 
But also:

B. Those That Are ‘Sleeping’
We read in v. 2 
Death for those who are saved is often referred to as “sleep” in the Bible 
It is called sleep because sleep is a temporary state 
One awakens from their sleep 
This awakening is a resurrection from the dead  

When a person dies their spirit goes to be with the Lord 
II Corinthians 5:8 – “We are confident, I say, and willing rather to be absent from the body, and to be present with the Lord” 

Our body is placed into a grave 
But at the resurrection, our body will be raised to be reunited with our spirit 
That body will be raised in a glorified state  

1. Now, let me stop here for a moment and say a few things about this resurrection Daniel saw 
Daniel is not talking about a general resurrection; 
A day when both saved and lost will be resurrected together to stand before God 
That would contradict what the rest of the Bible says about the resurrection 
We must always interpret a single verse in the Bible with the rest of the Scripture
Scripture with Scripture   

The Bible tells us in I Thessalonians 4:16  
“For the Lord Himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, 
and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first” 
The next event on God’s prophetic calendar is the return of Jesus Christ for all that are saved 
This is what we call the Rapture 
When He returns, those who are living will be caught up to meet Him in the air  

At the same time, all those who have died in the Lord, their bodies will be raised to be reunited with their soul and spirit 
This is the resurrection Paul speaks of in I Corinthians 15:52 
“In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed” 
That is one resurrection 
This resurrection will occur just prior to the beginning of the Tribulation  

2. In Daniel 12:1 we know that Daniel is talking about the Jewish people and the Tribulation period 
As I have already said, many Jewish people will be saved during the Tribulation period 
The sufferings they go through will cause them to turn to Christ 
At the end of the Tribulation, these Tribulation saints will be raised from the dead 
These are those who have had their name added to the Book of Life 
These will be raised “to everlasting life” as v. 2 tells us 

a. This resurrection is called the “first resurrection” in Revelation 20:4, 5 
We read in Revelation 20:4  
The “first resurrection” in v.5 indicates there are 2 resurrections that will occur after what we call the Rapture  
The Rapture will be a resurrection of all saints who are saved during the Church age 
“The first resurrection” will be a resurrection of all those saved during the Tribulation 
They will be raised to live and reign with Christ during the Millennium (1,000 year reign of Christ on the earth)  

b. At the end of the Millennium a final resurrection will occur 
Revelation 20:5 says - “But the rest of the dead lived not again until the thousand years were finished…”  
The “first resurrection” is referring to those who were raised before the millennium most likely at Christ’s return found in Revelation 19:11-16 

The “rest of the dead” refers to all the lost people that will be raised from the dead to stand before God at the Great White Throne Judgment after the Millennium
This is what Daniel meant by those that shall awake “to shame and everlasting contempt”

What a glorious Promise—The Resurrection of the believer 
What a horrible thought – The Resurrection of the unbeliever

One day the Lord will return and the bodies of all those who have died and will die in the Lord are going to be raised 
It will be a great gettin’ up morning 
I never go to the cemetery without thinking about the resurrection 
It’s a Promise of – 
AN END TIME “RESURRECTION” 

The second promise that we have in Daniel 12 is:

II. AN END TIME “REWARD”
In Revelation 22:12 Jesus said – 
“And, behold, I come quickly; and My reward is with Me, to give every man according as his work shall be” 
The end time will be a Time of Reward 
The word “reward” literally speaks of a pay for wages 
God will reward His servants 

In Daniel 12:3 we find the promise of this end time reward 
We read 
Notice that first we have the promise of reward for:

A. ‘Wise’ Ones

We read that “they that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament”  
The wise are those are those who fear God
Proverbs 9:10 – “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom: and the knowledge of the holy is understanding” 

They behaved themselves wisely and acted wisely, honoring God in all they did and were  

The word speaks of understanding and intelligence  
Wise people are not necessarily those who have PhD’s from an Ivy League school  
You can have more degrees than a thermometer and not be wise 
Wisdom is an understanding of God’s purposes and will for a person’s life 

Ill. Someone has said, “He that knows not and knows not that he knows not; He is a fool—shun him! 
He that knows not and knows that he knows not; He is simple—teach him! 
He that knows and knows not that he knows; He is asleep—wake him! 
He that knows and knows that he knows; He is a wise man—follow him! 

A really wise man is one who is more than someone who is followed 
He is a follower  
He is a follower of the Lord 

‘Wise’ Ones  

Secondly, we have a promise of reward for:

B. ‘Working’ Ones

There are those who “turn many to righteousness” 
These are those who have influenced others and led them to Christ  
The greatest work that anyone could be involved in is to lead others to Christ, 
To help turn them from unrighteousness to righteousness  

Quote: Charles Spurgeon said, "I would rather be the means of saving a soul from death than be the greatest orator on earth." 

The Lord will return one day and His reward will be with Him  
One of His rewards will be for those who have worked to win others to Christ  
Have you ever had the joy of personally taking the Bible, 
Showing someone how to be saved, and then leading them to accept Jesus Christ as their personal Savior? 
There is no joy on earth quite like it  
That in itself is reward enough 

AN END TIME “RESURRECTION” 

AN END TIME “REWARD” 

Lastly, we see:

III. AN END TIME “RETURN”
When it comes to prophecies concerning end times events, 
The climax of them all is the return of the Lord  
This is the highlight of Bible prophecy  
Daniel speaks of “the time of the end” 
The central truth of the end time is the Lord’s return for His people and with His people  

Much of Daniel’s prophecies have involved the rise and fall of kings and kingdoms  
Yet, the heart and soul of each prophecy is that one day the Lord will return and set up His kingdom  
In closing, Daniel receives a word about the prophecies he has received  
He receives a word about:

A. ‘Revealed’ Prophecy
We read in v. 4 – 
“But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book, even to the time of the end” 
The words “shut up the words” means that the prophecies that he was given was now complete  
Daniel had been given a series of prophecies through dreams and visions  
Now he is told that those prophecies are complete therefore he is to “seal the book” 
In other words, he was to conclude his writings 

This book of prophecy was to be sealed until “the time of the end” 
The implication is that it would not be completely understood until the end time  
There is much about the prophecies of Daniel we do understand, 
But the fullness of all it involves is yet to be understood  
One day we will completely understand the promises of God concerning the end time  
Although the prophecy is complete in its giving  
But not complete in its understanding
A ‘Revealed’ Prophecy  
We also see it as:

B. ‘Relevant’ Prophecy
Daniel is told that “many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased” 
He is told that the closer we get to the end the more the prophecy will be understood  
With each passing generation, there is a better understanding of Bible prophecy 
For example, there are many prophecies that are given concerning the return of Israel to their land  
For hundreds of years this great promise was believed 
But the reality of the promise was not realized  
Today, we have seen this promise become a reality  
As Bible prophecies unfold and are fulfilled, 
Our knowledge of these prophecies is increased  
There are some things we will not know until the end time, 
But with each passing generation we understand a little more  

The Lord will return just as He promised  
That much we do know and can be absolutely certain about  
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