THE BOOK OF DANIEL #24

How to Look at Bible Prophecy – Daniel 12:5-13

HOW TO LOOK AT                       BIBLE PROPHECY
DATE: 

TEXT: Daniel 12:5-13

INTRODUCTION

1. We have now come to the end of our study of the Book of Daniel 
In Daniel’s life, we have seen, a wonderful example of Christian Devotion and Consecration 
The Bible says in Romans 12:1, 2 – 
“I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service”                                                                                        “And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God” 

Perhaps there is no greater example in all the Bible of someone … 
Who in spite of the pressures placed on him to be conformed to the society in which he was brought … 
Refused to let the world shape who and what he was 
What a great example Daniel is from his teens to old age 

Song: I think of the song by P.P. Bliss: “Standing by a purpose true, Heeding God’s command, Honor them, the faithful few! All hail to Daniel’s band. Hold the Gospel banner high! On to the vict’ry grand! Satan and his hosts defy, And shout for Daniel’s band. Dare to be a Daniel, Dare to stand alone! Dare to have a purpose firm! Dare to make it known”
2.  In the book of Daniel we have probably one of the most comprehensive portrayal of World history  
Centuries of time are covered in the Book of Daniel with absolute accuracy 
It has been well said that history, is His-story 
The Book of Daniel reminds us that God is not slack concerning His promises 
II Peter 3:9 – “The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance” 

The word “slack” has the sense of being tardy or slow 
God’s timing is always perfect
3. The Book of Daniel is probably best known for its Prophecies 
It is often called the Revelation of the Old Testament 
If you want to know what the future holds, 
The book of Daniel is the book to turn to 
Through the many visions and revelations given to Daniel …

We are able to look into the future with an understanding of what is yet to come 

In the closing words of the Book of Daniel we are given some final thoughts about the Prophecies that have been given in this book 
I want to take this last message and show -

“How to Look at Bible Prophecy”
Let’s ~~~Pray~~~ 
First, let’s look at - 
I. THE “CONFIRMATION” OF BIBLE PROPHECY
Last time, in vs. 1-4 we saw Michael the archangel 
Now beginning in v. 5 we see two more angels 
We read in v. 5
The phrase, “there stood other two” simply means that Daniel now sees two more angels 
One was standing on one side of the river and the other was on the other side 

One of the angels speaks to a man clothed in linen 
We read in v. 6 
I’m assuming this is Gabriel, but it may be a theophany

An OT appearance of Jesus Christ 

Daniel 10:5 
He asks him a question  
In the answer we have, what I call - 
A. The ‘Conclusion To’ Bible Prophecy
The question that one of the angels asked was - 
“How long shall it be to the end of these wonders?” 
The angel was asking - 
“How long would it be before these Prophecies are fulfilled” 

One of our great interests in Bible Prophecy today is -

“When will certain things happen”  
When will the Prophecies of the Bible be fulfilled and be brought to a conclusion? 
That’s what the angel was asking   

1. Although Bible Prophecy tells us what will happen in the future, 
Exact dates and days have not been disclosed  
Jesus said in Matthew 24:36 – 
“But of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels of heaven, but My Father only” 
There is a day and hour marked out on God’s calendar for the fulfillment of each Bible Prophecy  
However, God has not chosen to give us those dates and hours  

2. Anyone who tells you they know the day and hour is deceived 
There has never been a shortage of those who have made such bold predictions, and … 
They all have been proven to be false in their predictions 

Harold Camping is not anything new 
Ill. In 1838, William Miller, published a book entitled Evidence from Scripture and History of the Second Coming of Christ about the Year 1843. As the year 1843 came he took a step further and made the prediction that Jesus would come on October 22. As the day approached, his followers began to prepare. One account notes that “Fields were left unharvested, shops were closed, people quit their jobs, paid their debts, and freely gave away their possessions with no thought of repayment.” Publications like The Midnight Cry warned the public that “The Time is Short." Prepare to Meet Thy God.” Miller even peddled white ascension robes to the faithful. October 22, 1843, came and went. Of course it was not the end of the world or the return of Jesus Christ. His followers called it “The Great Disappointment.” 

3. “How long shall it be?” - The angel asked 
Everyone is curious, even the angels  

Look with me at - 
Acts 1:6 – “When they therefore were come together, they asked of Him, saying, Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again the kingdom to Israel?” 

The Apostles asked -“When will these things come to pass?” 
Acts 1:7 – “And (Jesus) He said unto them, It is not for you to know the times or the seasons, which the Father hath put in His own power” 

The answer is -
Only God knows  
However, don’t worry, they will come to pass  
Therefore there is not only – 
The ‘Conclusion To’ Bible Prophecy 
But there is also:

B. The ‘Certainty Of’ Bible Prophecy

We read in v. 7 
The man clothed in linen answered the angel by assuring him that the Prophecies given would be fulfilled 

He held up both his “right and left hand unto heaven” 
He held his hands toward heaven to signify the utter sincerity and truth of what had been Prophesied 
He also swore by the God of Heaven who “liveth forever” 
It was an act whereby he called on God to bear witness to what he was saying and what had been declared  

He also declared that “all these shall be finished” 
He did not say “might be,” but “shall be” 
He was Emphasizing The ‘Certainty’ of Bible Prophecy  

1. We can believe with Absolute Certainty that the Prophecies of the Bible are true 
They will be finished or fulfilled as God has declared 
We may not be able to predict the day or hour when they will be fulfilled, 
But we can be 100% assured they will be! 

2. God’s Prophecies are not like those of Nostradamus or some psychic  
They are real! 
They are more than baseless predictions 
They are reliable and certain Truths, 
As is everything God says in His Word 

How should we think about Bible Prophecy? 
First, we should look at all Bible Prophecy as events that most definitely will happen as predicted and declared 

THAT’S THE “CONFIRMATION” OF BIBLE PROPHECY
Secondly, think with me about:

II. THE “REVELATION” OF BIBLE PROPHECY
Prophecy in a nutshell, is God’s Revelation of what will happen in the future 
Some people think that they can look into a crystal ball or read Tarot cards to learn about the future  
The only sure place to learn about the future is in the Bible …
God’s Holy Word 

Bible Prophecy is A “Revelation” of the Future 
These Revelations of God give us -
A. A ‘Practical’ Understanding of Future Events

We read in vs. 10, 11  
Here is one example of how Prophecy gives us an understanding of the future  

As we near the fulfillment of these Prophecies there will be a time of great trial for those who bear God’s name, 
But through the process, God’s people will be purified and made white 
1. In the Book of Revelation we see the tribulation saints going through these trials and the purifying process of those trials  

On the other hand, the wicked shall continue in their wickedness 

Literally, their wickedness will increase 
Paul described the last days as “perilous times” 
II Timothy 3:1 – “This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come” 

“Perilous” means difficult 
He describes these difficult times in II Timothy 3:2-5
“For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy,” 
“Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good,” 
“Traitors, heady, highminded, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of God;” 
“Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away” 

Prophecy tells us what it will be like for both the saved and the lost 
2.  It also tells us about the one we call the antichrist 
The Wicked One who will soon appear on the scene 
Notice once again v. 11 
The abomination is the anti-Christ, who will set up his rule in Jerusalem and defile a rebuilt temple by entering in and proclaiming himself to be God 

V. 11 even tells us when he will do this 
It will be a “thousand two hundred and ninety days”  (1290) 
Or approximately 3 ½ yrs  
He will carry out these acts in the middle of the tribulation 

The point that I am making is that Prophecy gives us a- 
‘Practical’ Understanding of Future Events 
We know that certain things are going to happen in the future because God has told us so 
A ‘Practical’ Understanding of Future Events

God’s revelation in Prophecy also gives:

B. A ‘Partial’ Understanding of Future Events

Although, there is a lot that we do know about the future, 
There is also a lot that we do not know 
God’s Prophetic Revelations are only ‘Partial’ 
There is a lot that has not been disclosed 
Let’s go back and read in v. 8 
Daniel states that he did not understand 
There is a lot about the future that we do not understand 
There is also a lot about what is revealed that we do not understand  

The reason we lack understanding is found in v. 9 (read)
These words being closed and sealed simply means that this is all God has revealed for the time being  
What God wants us to know, He has made known to us  
Praise God that we know what we know  
However, understand, it is not all that is to be known  
In the end God will reveal all there is to know  

How should we think about Bible Prophecy? 
First, God’s Prophecies are True  
Secondly, God’s Prophecies give us understanding, although partial understanding, of what the future holds 

THE “CONFIRMATION” OF BIBLE PROPHECY
THE “REVELATION” OF BIBLE PROPHECY

Lastly, let me say a word about -
III. THE “INSPIRATION” OF BIBLE PROPHECY
The Bible says in I John 3:2, 3 – 
“Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when He shall appear, we shall be like Him; for we shall see Him as He is”                                                                                                         “And every man that hath this hope in Him purifieth himself, even as He is pure” 
The Bible is speaking of the Influence and the Impact …

That Bible Prophecy should have on our life  

If a person really believes that Jesus is coming, 
It will have a Purifying Affect on our life …   
Even more so, if, someone believes He could return at any moment! 
If a person really and I mean REALLY believes! … 

It will Affect How they Live and What they Do 
Bible Prophecy should have an Inspiring Influence in our life as Christians 

In the last two verses of Daniel we see - 

How Bible Prophecy Inspires us  
First, it Inspires us - 
A. To ‘Wait’ for the Lord
We read in v. 12 - “Blessed is he that waiteth, and cometh to the thousand three hundred and five and thirty days” 
To wait for the Lord is to live in Anticipation and Expectation for the Lord’s return 
Quote: G. Campbell Morgan, said, "To me the second coming is the perpetual light on the path which makes the present bearable. I never lay my head on my pillow without thinking that maybe before morning breaks, the final morning may have dawned!                         

I never begin my work without thinking that perhaps He may interrupt my work and begin His own. This is now His word to all believing souls, till He comes." 

When we are waiting, we should live each day with the thought that this could be the day when Jesus will return 
Bible Prophecy not only Inspires us -  
 To ‘Wait’ for the Lord
But also:

B.  To ‘Work’ for the Lord
We read in v. 13 - “But go thou thy way till the end be: for thou shalt rest, and stand in thy lot at the end of the days” 
We are not to stop all we are doing and go out on some hillside and wait for Jesus to return  
We are to go our way, which means, 
We are to keep on doing the business that God has given us to do  
We are to stand in our lot  
We are to be faithful to the work God has given us  

Quote: D.L. Moody said, “The devil does not want us to see the truth concerning the return of the Lord, for nothing would wake up the Church so much. The moment a person takes hold of the truth that Jesus Christ is coming back again to receive his friends to himself, this world loses it hold upon him.” 

The Realization that Jesus could come at any moment should make us …  
Less concerned about this world and more concerned about the world to come  
It will also make us more Conscious of those who are unsaved 
And Inspire us to work to win people to the Lord Jesus Christ 

How should we think about Bible prophecy? 
First, you should look at all Bible Prophecy as events that will definitely happen as predicted and declared 

Secondly, God’s Prophecies give us understanding, although partial understanding, of what the future holds 

Lastly, we should be ready – Matthew 24:44 
“Therefore be ye also ready: for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of man cometh” 

THE “CONFIRMATION” OF BIBLE PROPHECY
THE “REVELATION” OF BIBLE PROPHECY

THE “INSPIRATION” OF BIBLE PROPHECY
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