THE BOOK OF ACTS # 24
The Healing of Aeneas, The Raising of Dorcus – Acts 9


WHAT A TESTIMONY! 
THE HEALING OF ÆNEAS

THE RAISING OF DORCAS

DATE: July 22, 2009 
TEXT: Acts 9:32-43 

INTRODUCTION: (see map) 
Two places I’d like to look at in conjunction with our message 
The town of Lydda is one and is located on the coastal plain, inland about 12 miles SE from Joppa 
V.38 – “And forasmuch as Lydda was nigh to Joppa,”
Its Old Testament name was Lod 

(It is the location of modern Israel’s Ben Gurion International Airport) 

V.32b – Notice that there was already a church established in this town 

“he came down also to the saints which dwelt at Lydda.”
No doubt from the labors of the Evangelist Philip – 

Acts 8:40 – “But Philip was found at Azotus: and passing through he preached in all the cities, till he came to Caesarea.” 
Joppa is the other and was the seaport for Jerusalem 

II Chronicles 2:16 – “And we will cut wood out of Lebanon, as much as thou shalt need: and we will bring it to thee in floats by sea to Joppa; and thou shalt carry it up to Jerusalem.”

Ezra 3:7 – “They gave money also unto the masons, and to the carpenters; and meat, and drink, and oil, unto them of Zidon, and to them of Tyre, to bring cedar trees from Lebanon to the sea of Joppa, according to the grant that they had of Cyrus king of Persia.” 

It is located about 30 miles NW of Jerusalem 

It was the city from which Jonah sailed –

Jonah 1:3 – “But Jonah rose up to flee unto Tarshish from the presence of the LORD, and went down to Joppa; and he found a ship going to Tarshish: so he paid the fare thereof, and went down into it, to go with them unto Tarshish from the presence of the LORD.” 

Today it is called Jaffa, and is part of the greater Tel Aviv area 

Joppa was another town where a church was located – 

V.38 – “And forasmuch as Lydda was nigh to Joppa, and the disciples had heard that Peter was there, they sent unto him two men, desiring him that he would not delay to come to them.” 

Again were Philip had done a great work 
~~~OPENING PRAYER~~~~

The scriptures now turn from Saul to Peter 

V.32 – “And it came to pass, as Peter passed throughout all quarters, he came down also to the saints which dwelt at Lydda” 

Saul (Paul) as been prepared by the Holy Spirit for his special ministry 

Peter is about to receive by revelation that the time had arrived for the next step in God’s plan for the ages 

Acts 1:8 – “But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto Me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth”  

God uses these two great miracles to transition us in His plan found in chapter 10 
I. THE HEALING OF ÆNEAS  - vs. 32-35 
A. The Ministry of Peter – v.32
“And it came to pass, as Peter passed throughout all quarters, he came down also to the saints which dwelt at Lydda”

It appears that Peter had embarked upon somewhat of an itinerant ministry (an Evangelist) 
( - III John 3-8 

B. The Miracle – vs. 33, 34
V. 33 - “And there he found a certain man named Aeneas, which had kept his bed eight years, and was sick of the palsy.” 


Though it is not explicit, it is implied that the man Aeneas

was one of the ‘saints’ 
For eight years he had been bedridden with a form of palsy  
He either was partially or totally a paraplegic 
V.34 - “And Peter said unto him, Aeneas, Jesus Christ maketh thee whole: arise, and make thy bed. And he arose immediately.” 

Peter therefore informed him – “Jesus Christ maketh

thee whole” 

The word “whole” is speaking of being healed
In other words, Peter informed Aeneas that it was Jesus Christ who was about to heal him 
Whereupon, Peter ordered him to “arise, and make thy

bed” 

The phrase “make thy bed” is an unusually statement 
Not only did Peter order him to get up, he told him to also

do such a mundane chore as making his bed 
For eight years, others had to take care of Aeneas 
Now he could take care of himself 
His healing was complete - “And he arose immediately” 
Once again, we see Peter using the temporary apostolic gifts of the Holy Spirit granted to him in the interval between

Calvary and the completion of the New Testament canon 
Peter ascribed all credit to the Lord 
“Jesus Christ maketh thee whole”
Matthew 9:6 – “But that ye may know that the Son of man hath power on earth to forgive sins, (then saith he to the sick of the palsy,) Arise, take up thy bed, and go unto thine house.” 
Here is a picture of true divine healing 
(not like today’s so-called Healers) 

C. The Outcome of the Miracle – v.35
“And all that dwelt at Lydda and Saron saw him, and turned to the Lord”
A great harvest of souls 

Here again we see the purpose of miracles  
1. One healed, many saved

In Acts 3 & 4 the man who was lame from birth was healed leading to Peter preaching and 5000 being saved 
Luke 19:10 – “For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost”  

2. Miracles authenticated the Gospel
Mark 16:17, 18, 20 – “And these signs shall follow them that believe; In My name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with new tongues;” 
18 “They shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover” 

“And they went forth, and preached every where, the Lord working with them, and confirming the Word with signs following. Amen.” 

II. THE RAISING OF DORCUS  - vs. 36-43 
A. The Ministry of Dorcas – vs. 36, 39 
“Now there was at Joppa a certain disciple named Tabitha, which by interpretation is called Dorcas: this woman was full of good works and almsdeeds which she did.”
“Then Peter arose and went with them. When he was come, they brought him into the upper chamber: and all the widows stood by him weeping, and shewing the coats and garments which Dorcas made, while she was with them.”

1. She was a faithful church member

“Tabitha is the Aramaic-Hebrew name; “Dorcas” is the Greek name 

Both words mean the same thing – a “doe” or female gazelle

This was a name of endearment 

From our text, we see that see was well-loved by all 
2. She served the Lord by sewing

Dorcas was a woman of “good works” 
She used her seamstress talents to advance the work of the Lord 

Proverbs 31: 10, 13, 19, 20, 31 – (
I Timothy 2:10 – “But (which becometh women professing godliness) with good works” 

I Timothy 5:10a – “Well reported of for good works; if she have brought up children, if she have lodged strangers, if she have washed the saints' feet, if she have relieved the afflicted, if she have diligently followed every good work” 

Titus 3:8 – “This is a faithful saying, and these things I will that thou affirm constantly, that they which have believed in God might be careful to maintain good works. These things are good and profitable unto men”
B. The Death of Dorcus – v.37 
“And it came to pass in those days, that she was sick, and died: whom when they had washed, they laid her in an upper chamber.”
Evidently her friends were not expecting her to be restored to life because they prepared her for burial 

Nevertheless, her death was considered to be a great loss 

What a testimony!
Illustration of the wrong type of testimony!  

II Chronicles 21:1, 20 – “Now Jehoshaphat slept with his fathers, and was buried with his fathers in the city of David. And Jehoram his son reigned in his stead.” 

“Thirty and two years old was he when he began to reign, and he reigned in Jerusalem eight years, and departed without being desired. Howbeit they buried him in the city of David, but not in the sepulchres of the kings.” 
“Only one life, ’twill soon be past –

Only what’s done for Christ will last!”  
C. Peter is Sent For – v.38 
“And forasmuch as Lydda was nigh to Joppa, and the disciples had heard that Peter was there, they sent unto him two men, desiring him that he would not delay to come to them.”

D. The Raising of Dorcus – v.39-41 
V.39 – “Then Peter arose and went with them. When he was come, they brought him into the upper chamber: and all the widows stood by him weeping, and shewing the coats and garments which Dorcas made, while she was with them.” 
Upon arriving at the home in Joppa, Peter was taken to

the upper room where Dorcas lay awaiting burial 
Though nothing is said about Dorcas’ marital status, it might be implied she was a widow inasmuch as “all the widows stood by him weeping.” 

They showed Peter all “the coats and garments which Dorcas made.” 
Vs. 40, 41 – “But Peter put them all forth, and kneeled down, and prayed; and turning him to the body said, Tabitha, arise. And she opened her eyes: and when she saw Peter, she sat up.”                                                                                                                                     “And he gave her his hand, and lifted her up, and when he had called the saints and widows, presented her alive.”

In fashion reminiscent of: 

Elijah and the widow’s son in I Kings 17:19-24 and 

Elisha and the Shunamite’s son in II Kings 4:33, and 

The Lord and the raising of Jarius’ daughter in Mark 5:21-43 

Peter knelt beside her and prayed – the prayer 

Then, turning to the body, he commanded, “Tabitha, arise.” – the faith 

Whereupon, she opened her eyes “and when she saw Peter, she sat up.”  - the results 

Peter therefore gave her his hand and helped her to stand  

E. The Outcome of the Miracle – v.42 
“And it was known throughout all Joppa; and many believed in the Lord.”

Once again, one raised but many were saved 

Jesus said in John 12:32 – “And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me.” 

It is from this town of Joppa that the events the great events of Acts 10 would have there beginning

V.43 – “And it came to pass, that he tarried many days in Joppa with one Simon a tanner.” 

CONCLUSION 
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