THE BOOK OF ACTS # 25
The Vision of Cornelius – Acts 10:1-8

THE VISION OF CORNELIUS  
DATE: 

TEXT: Acts 10:1-8 

INTRODUCTION:
Chapter 10 begins the “Third Phase” in the fulfillment of the Lord’s Command to take the Gospel “unto the uttermost part of the earth” – Acts 1:8 

Approximately ten years have transpired since the “Great Commission” was given 

Up to this point the door of salvation has been opened through the preaching of Christ in: 

Jerusalem (Acts2) 
Judæa and Samaria (Acts 8 & 9) 
Now it’s about to be opened to “all the world” (Acts 10)
Jesus commanded the Apostles in Mark 16:15 to – 
“… Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature.” 
We are about to see that happen 

Twenty-eight miles up the coast from Joppa was the Roman city of Caesarea  

                                                                                                                    It was a gentile city occupied largely by officials of the Roman government and a contingent of Roman soldiers  
The city was so named by Herod the Great in honor of the Caesar of Rome 
It was the city in which the Roman Procurator of the

region made his residence and headquarters 
It was the direct opposite of the Jewish communities in the area, representing the official seat of the Roman government and its’ military 
It was also, by virtue of the fact of its Roman and Greek populace, a gentile city and thus was disdained by many Jews of the time 
It’s in Caesarea that we meet a Roman Military officer by the name of Cornelius 
A Gentile who is about to make Jewish history 

~~~OPENING PRAYER~~~ 
  I. THE “IDENTITY” OF CORNELIUS – v.1 

“There was a certain man in Caesarea called Cornelius, a centurion of the band called the Italian band,”

The Bible says he was “a centurion of the band called the Italian band.” 
The Roman government often garrisoned loyal Italian soldiers in provinces thought unstable and prone to rebellion 
Such was Judæa
The military term “band” was thought to be a group of soldiers comprised of a tenth of a legion (6,826) or about 680 men  
Now depending how you read this verse, will determine what rank you actually ascribe to Cornelius  

Was Cornelius just a Centurion in the band? 

Then he would be in charge of approximately 100 men 

Or was he as the Bible says “a centurion of the band”
In that case Cornelius therefore was the officer in charge of the whole band or five or six other centurions 
He likely was one of a number of senior military officers at Caesarea 
It’s interesting to note that Philip the evangelist also made his home here 

Acts 8:40 – “But Philip was found at Azotus: and passing through he preached in all the cities, till he came to Caesarea.” 

Acts 21: 8 – “And the next day we that were of Paul's company departed, and came unto Caesarea: and we entered into the house of Philip the evangelist, which was one of the seven; and abode with him.” 

THE “IDENTITY” OF CORNELIUS
II. THE “CHARATER” OF CORNELIUS – v.2 
“A devout man, and one that feared God with all his house, which gave much alms to the people, and prayed to God alway.”

Cornelius is described spiritually as being 
A. “a devout man” (faithful) 
The word “devout” has the sense of having ‘godly tendency’ 
When used of a gentile, it usually implied one who, if not officially a proselyte to Judaism, at least one who was unofficially so 
They were called ‘proselytes of the gate’—gentiles who though uncircumcised believed in the God of Israel 
In any event, Cornelius evidently was a man who believed in and worshiped the God of Israel 
B.  He was “one that feared God with all his house.” (reverent)
It is noteworthy that this gentile not only himself was a worshiper of God and feared Him, but also saw to it that his entire household did so 
This implies not only his family, but also his household

servants 
C.  He “gave much alms to the people.”  (tither) 
What is implied is that he not only was a man sensitive to helping others, but also was a gentile who evidently directed his resources toward Jewish people 
D.  He “prayed to God always” (prayer) 
The thought is he had set times of prayer 
Indeed, he was a religious man, but not a saved man! 
Only Christ, believed on and received by faith, can save a man for eternity

Ephesians 2:8, 9 – “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God:” 
9 “Not of works, lest any man should boast.” 

Titus 3:5 – “Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost;” 

Isaiah 64:6 – “But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags; and we all do fade as 
a leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away.” 

Can we be religious (lost) and think we are saved?  Of course! 
Jesus said in Matthew 7:22, 23 – “Many will say to Me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy Name?
and in thy Name have cast out devils? and in thy Name done many wonderful works?” 
23 “And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from Me, ye that work iniquity.” 

We need to be like Peter in Luke 5:8 were he said – 

“When Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus' knees, saying, Depart from me; for I am a sinful man, O Lord.” 

Praise the Lord, Cornelius, like Peter was not a                                  “self-righteous” man! (that some how we merit God’s favor)
Let’s see 
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III. “GOD’S GRACE” TOWARD CORNELIUS  - vs.3, 4 
“He saw in a vision evidently about the ninth hour of the day an angel of God coming in to him, and saying unto him, Cornelius.”
It would seem to be obvious here that Cornelius has this vision while he is praying
Notice the phrase “the ninth hour”
We see this same phrase used in Acts 3:1 – “Now Peter and John went up together into the temple at the hour of prayer, being the ninth hour.” 

The angel also references Cornelius’s prayers and alms in v.4b
“Thy prayers and thine alms are come up for a memorial before God.”

A lot of exciting things can happen when we pray! 
(The truth on signs and wonders – Hebrews 2:1-4,                                    I Corinthians 13:10; II Peter 1:16-20) 
What about those who have “never heard” the Gospel? 

That’s a sad indictment against the Christian who as been given the responsibility to go into all the world 

Are the heathen lost, and are they without hope? 

( They are 
Romans 1:19, 20 – “Because that which may be known of God is manifest in them; for God hath shewed it unto them” 
20 “For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that 
are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse:” 

John 14:6 – “Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.” 


Acts 4:12 – “Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.” 

( But they are Loved 
John 3:16 – “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life” 

II Peter 3:9 – “The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.”
( God’s Judgment is Just, true and righteous   
John 5:30d – “I can of mine own self do nothing: as I hear, I judge: and my judgment is just; because I seek not mine own will, but the will of the Father which hath sent me.” 

Revelation 16:7 – “And I heard another out of the altar say, Even so, Lord God Almighty, true and righteous are thy judgments.” 
( God’s Judgment is according to truth 

Romans 2:2, 12 – “But we are sure that the judgment of God is according to truth against them which commit such things.” 

“For as many as have sinned without law shall also perish without law: and as many as have sinned in the law shall be judged by the law;” (and we know all have sinned!) 
The lost will be judged according to the amount of light they have received 

Mankind has received sufficient light to be without excuse 

Romans 1:20 – “For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse:” 

Psalms 19:1-3 ( 

( God will respond to those who genuinely seek Him 

We see this with Cornelius 

The sad fact is that many who have never heard the Gospel do not even care if they find the truth, but are content to stay in their religious ways

( Soul Winning is an Urgent Imperative 

Romans 10:13-15 ( 
Genuine Seekers 

A Holy God can not overlook sin
Even in a “godly, sincere” person 

However, it is evident from our text that those who genuinely seek the Lord will be given opportunity to receive Him 
Jeremiah 29:13 – “And ye shall seek me, and find me, when ye shall search for me with all your heart.” 

Matthew 7:7, 8 – “Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you:” 
8 “For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened.” 

The Example of the Ethiopia eunuch in Acts 8:27-35 

It’s not natural for un-regenerated men to seek after the Lord 

Romans 3:11 – “There is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God.” 

The seeking work of grace is always by Christ and the Holy Spirit 

Luke 19:10 – “For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost.” 
John 16:8 – “And when He is come (the Holy Spirit), He will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment:” 

And is accomplished by preaching of the Cross from the Word of God 

I Corinthians 1:18 – “For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is the power of God.” 

God obviously heard Cornelius prayer – v.31 
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“GOD’S GRACE” TOWARD CORNELIUS  
IV. THE “HOPE” FOR CORNELIUS– vs. 5-8 
Even though Cornelius experienced a real vision of a real angel of God, his salvation still needed to be conveyed via 

human agency

Angels do not preach the Gospel 

I Peter 1:12 – “Unto whom it was revealed, that not unto themselves, but unto us they did minister the things, which are now reported unto you by them that have preached the gospel unto you with the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven; which things the angels desire to look into.” 

I Corinthians 1:21 – “For after that in the wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe.” 
Acts 8:31 – “And he said, How can I, except some man should guide me? And he desired Philip that he would come up and sit with him.” 
Look at what the angel says at the end of v.6 – “he shall tell thee what thou oughtest to do.”

CONCLUSION 
It is often said that it doesn’t matter to whom we listen nor how we worship, just as long as you are sincere
The people who hold to this viewpoint declare that it makes no difference whether we listen to fundamental preaching or to liberal and modernist preaching, and that it makes no difference whether we worship as a Protestant, Catholic, or Jew – just as long as we are sincere  

Such a doctrine is not found in the Word of God 

God calls, commissions, and ordains men to preach the Gospel

II John 9-11 (
Yes, it matters very much whether we listen to right doctrine 

God made sure that Cornelius sent for and found the right man to give him and his people the truth 

Acts 11:14 – “Who shall tell thee words, whereby thou and all thy house shall be saved.” 

God saw fit to make sure we who know the truth have been taught right doctrine and now, we, like others before us, have the responsibility to take it into “all the world” 
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