THE BOOK OF ACTS # 26
The Vision of Peter – Acts 10:9-16


THE VISION OF PETER 
DATE: 8/12/09

TEXT: Acts 10:9-16 

INTRODUCTION

The scene of the narrative now changes again, from Cæsarea back to Joppa, and to the house of the tanner, where we last left the Apostle Peter 
The messengers of Cornelius are on their way 
Luke anticipates their arrival, and relates how God is preparing Peter for the reception of their message
To fully appreciate the necessity for this vision, we must learn some things

First, Peter was not ready...

Why? Cornelius was a Gentile and Peter was a Jew 
There was deep-seated cultural discrimination between the two  
Welcoming and visiting in the homes of a Gentile was out of the question  
Secondly, there was a religious difference 
A difference that was even more deeply seated in Peter's mind than the cultural difference 
                                                                                                                                Peter was just not ready for these Gentile men to approach him with the request to visit Cornelius the Gentile (not just yet)
But God was ready, to make Peter ready 
And it is God who makes the difference 
God can break down prejudice 

God can reconcile the Jew to the Gentile and the Gentile to the Jew 
God can reconcile man to man; He can bring peace to men and between men
Best of all God as reconciles sinners to Himself 

Romans 5:10 – “For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of His Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by His life” 

God is always at work in the world accomplishing His purpose 

~~~OPENING PRAYER~~~ 

I. PETER’S “TIME OF PRAYER” - v.9 

“On the morrow, as they went on their journey, and drew nigh unto the city, Peter went up upon the housetop to pray about the sixth hour:”

As the men from Cornelius draw near to the city of Joppa, the Holy Spirit leads Peter to the housetop to pray 

                                                                                                                         Illustrate the “housetop” 
“Peter went …to pray about the sixth hour”                                  

Illustrate the Jewish Day - hr. 1 was 6 am; hr. 6 is noon etc.; after sunset they were called “watches” 4 watches @ 3 hrs ea.   
1. Ordinarily the Jews had two specific times of prayer 

( Morning & evening; 9am & 3pm?  Acts 3:1
2. But the godly prayed 3 times a day  
( David said in Psalm 55:16, 17 – 
“As for me, I will call upon God; and the LORD shall save me.” 
17 “Evening, and morning, and at noon, will I pray, and cry aloud: and He shall hear my voice.” 
( Daniel prayed three times a day, Daniel 6:10 – 
“Now when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went into his house; and his windows being open in his chamber toward Jerusalem, he kneeled upon his knees three times a day, and prayed, and gave thanks before his God, as he did aforetime.” 

( The Apostle Paul wrote in I Thessalonians 5:17 – 
“Pray without ceasing.” 

                                                                                                            Truth: In the life of a child of God there is nothing too small to be of interest to God, and there is nothing too big for Him to handle 

As believers we should always be close to God in prayer, seeking His will and direction in every endeavor

It’s interesting to note that Peter did not go into the Temple or to some public place

Instead, he sought solitude – a place were he could be alone with God 

Matthew 6:6 – “But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father which is in secret; and thy Father which seeth in secret shall reward thee openly.” 

PETER’S “TIME OF PRAYER”
II. PETER’S “TRANCE” - v.10 
“And he became very hungry, and would have eaten: but while they made ready, he fell into a trance,”
The Bible tells us that while Peter was praying his host was preparing the noon day meal (what we would call lunch) 
“but while they made ready”
The Bible goes on to say that – 
“while they made ready, he fell into a trance,”
                                                                                                                The word “trance” denotes a state of mind when a person is so completely absorbed in a particular train of thought that the external senses are unaware of its surroundings 

In Acts 22:17, 18 we find the Apostle Paul also falling into a “trance”

“And it came to pass, that, when I was come again to Jerusalem, even while I prayed in the temple, I was in a trance;” 
18 “And saw Him saying unto me, Make haste, and get thee quickly out of Jerusalem: for they will not receive thy testimony concerning Me.” 

In Peter’s case it was with what God was about to do  

The beginning of v.11 says – “…And (he) saw heaven opened,”
PETER’S “TIME OF PRAYER”
PETER’S “TRANCE”
III. PETER’S “PROBLEM”
The trance was not the answer to Peter’s prayer 

Instead it was to prepare him for his next assignment 

You see, Peter was laboring under the burden of a prejudice 

As a Jew he naturally despised the Gentiles and, like other Christian Jews of the early church, thought the gospel was exclusively for them 

                                                                                                                           Our Lord tried to show them differently though
The Samaritan woman at the well – John 4 

The Syrophenician woman – Mark 7  
PETER’S “TIME OF PRAYER”
PETER’S “TRANCE”
PETER’S “PROBLEM”

IV. PETER’S “VISION” – vs.11-13 
“And saw heaven opened, and a certain vessel descending unto him, as it had been a great sheet knit at the four corners, and let down to the earth:” 
”Wherein were all manner of fourfooted beasts of the earth, and wild beasts, and creeping things, and fowls of the air.” 
”And there came a voice to him, Rise, Peter; kill, and eat.”
A. The Discovery 

While Peter is in this trance he “saw heaven opened,”

This expression brings to mind the sky as a vast, solid expanse which opened to present to the human eye that which lies beyond 
This happened at: 

( Jesus’ baptism – Matthew 3:16, 17 – 

                                                                                                               “And Jesus, when He was baptized, went up straightway out of the water: and, lo, the heavens were opened unto Him, and He saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting upon Him:” 
“And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” 

( Stephen’s death – Acts 7:55, 56 – 
 “But he, being full of the Holy Ghost, looked up stedfastly into heaven, and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing on the right hand of God,” 
 “And said, Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of man standing on the right hand of God.” 

B. The Description 

When Peter “sees the heavens opened”, the Bible says he saw  

“a certain vessel descending unto him,”
This “vessel” is described to us – 

“as it had been a great sheet knit at the four corners, and let down to the earth:”
C. The contents – v.12 

“Wherein were all manner of fourfooted beasts of the earth, and wild beasts, and creeping things, and fowls of the air.”
Peter is in a trance, and the vision he sees may have been suggested by his hunger – v.10

                                                                                                             No doubt though, God as allowed this hunger to drive home His lesson He is about to teach the Apostle 

The fact that the “vessel” descended from heaven shows Peter that whatever instruction he was about to receive came from God, not from man 
D. The command – v.13 
“And there came a voice to him, Rise, Peter; kill, and eat.”

PETER’S “TIME OF PRAYER”
PETER’S “TRANCE”
PETER’S “PROBLEM”

PETER’S “VISION”

V. PETER’S “RESPONSE” – v.14 
“But Peter said, Not so, Lord; for I have never eaten any thing that is common or unclean.”
A. Having been told to eat, Peter’s reply is a contradiction of terms
“Not so, Lord;” 

To call Jesus Lord, yet not obey His commands is a contradiction 

John 14:15 – “If ye love me, keep my commandments” 


                                                                                                                 Luke 6:46 – “And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say?”
James 4:17 – “Therefore to him that knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin.” 
Matthew 21:28-31 – (the parable of the two sons) 

B. Peter is a devout Jew and of course he is familiar with the Mosaic dietary laws 

Leviticus 11:2-27 and Deuteronomy 14:3-20 

These laws designated certain meats as fit for food 

While others were forbidden 

God says in vs. 12 & 13 that this is no longer going to be the case 

v. 13 - “Rise, Peter; kill, and eat.”
But there is much more to this then God changing the old Jewish customs 

C. Peter’s response is not an act of rebellion, but rather one of surprise 

“for I have never eaten any thing that is common or unclean”
Peter may have been hungry, but he was still true to the Law of God 
                                                                                                          PETER’S “TIME OF PRAYER”
PETER’S “TRANCE”
PETER’S “PROBLEM”

PETER’S “VISION”

PETER’S “RESPONSE”                                                                                                                         
VI. PETER’S “GREAT LESSON” - vs. 15 
“And the voice spake unto him again the second time, What God hath cleansed, that call not thou common.” 
                                                                                                                     At first it may have been possible that Peter saw the vision as a lesson to teach that the distinction between clean and unclean animals was about to be abolished
But the vision was designed with a much greater purpose in mind 

The Lord was showing Peter that the time for the Gentiles salvation was at hand 

This intention wasn’t new – it has always been God’s plan 

Genesis 12:3c –“And I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the earth be blessed.” 

Isaiah 49:6 –“And he said, It is a light thing that thou shouldest be my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob, and to restore the preserved of Israel: I will also give thee for a                

light to the Gentiles, that thou mayest be my salvation unto the end of the earth.” 

Luke 2:30-32 – “For mine eyes have seen thy salvation,” 
”Which thou hast prepared before the face of all people”; 
”A light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory of thy people Israel.” 

I Corinthians 12:12-14 –“For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the members of that one body, being many, are one body: so also is Christ.” 
”For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit.” 
”For the body is not one member, but many.” 

Galatians 3:28 – “There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus.” 
Ephesians 2:11-22 – (
It is true that the ceremonial laws of Judaism regarding clean and unclean beasts were to pass away, but this was not the main reason for the vision of Peter 

The Law was specially designed at first to separate the Jew from other nations 
That distinction was about to come to an end 

It would not be easy for the Jews to accept this

                                                                                                                         Nor would it be easy for Peter to convince them that their Law was no longer binding on believers 

Again Ephesians 2:14 says – “For He is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of partition between us;” 

This would become the most difficult point of contention between the Jew and Gentile churches 

Therefore Peter must thoroughly understand that – 

“What God hath cleansed, that call not thou common.” 
PETER’S “TIME OF PRAYER”
PETER’S “TRANCE”
PETER’S “PROBLEM”

PETER’S “VISION”

PETER’S “RESPONSE”                                                                                                                         
PETER’S “GREAT LESSON”
                                                                                                                  VII. PETER WAS A “THREE TIMES” MAN – v.16
“This was done thrice: and the vessel was received up again into heaven.”
Three times God spoke to Peter in the vision 

                                                                                                                   God wanted Peter to know that he must be fully persuaded that the vision came from Him
After his mission was fulfilled and he returned to Jerusalem, he would be called into question by the church there 

Acts 11:3 – “Saying, Thou wentest in to men uncircumcised, and didst eat with them.” 

As Paul had been chosen of God as the Apostle to the Gentiles, Peter had been chosen to open the door 


3 is God’s number for completion, something is done 

Matthew 26:33, 34 – “Peter answered and said unto him, Though all men shall be offended because of thee, yet will I never be offended.”                                                                                                                ”Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, That this night, before the cock crow, thou shalt deny me thrice” 

John 21:17 – “He saith unto him the third time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me? Peter was grieved because he said unto him the third time, Lovest thou me? And he said unto him, Lord, thou knowest all things; thou knowest that I love thee. Jesus saith unto him, Feed my sheep.”

 
CONCLUSION
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- 2 -

