THE BOOK OF ACTS #27
The Mission to Caesarea – Acts 10:17-23

THE MISSION TO CAESAREA
DATE: 8/19/2009
TEXT: Acts 10:17-23 
INTRODUCTION: 
v.16 – “and the vessel was received up again into heaven.” 

Peter’s vision closes, and he recovers from the trance 
Restored now to his natural state of mind, Peter remains upon the housetop, reflecting upon the vision, and wondering if there was not some more meaning in all this besides the reference to clean and unclean animals z
The question was soon to be solved 

Read with me Acts 10:17-20 (


In a way that only God could arrange, these events are lining themselves up for the outcome of His intention 
Those men have been on their journey two days, but God had measured their steps to the house of Simon, and timed the appearance of the vision to the motion of their feet, so that when they reach the gate he is still on the house-top absorbed in reflection;
But before they are admitted to the house, the Spirit has sent Peter down to meet them                                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                    This is only something that God could do! 

Let’s look at God’s mission for Peter to Caesarea 

~~~OPENING PRAYER~~~

I. THE “PREPARATION”  – vs. 17, 18 

“Now while Peter doubted in himself what this vision which he had seen should mean, behold, the men which were sent from Cornelius had made inquiry for Simon's house, and stood before the gate,” 
“And called, and asked whether Simon, which was surnamed Peter, were lodged there.”

A. Peter’s Perplexity 
V.17a – “Now while Peter doubted in himself what this vision which he had seen should mean”
Peter is trying to sort out what this vision which he had seen should mean 
That phrase “doubted in himself” has the sense of being ‘utterly perplexed’ 
As he contemplated in his mind what he had just seen, the messengers from Cornelius arrived at the front door  
The word “called” (v.18) implies they shouted through the door “whether Simon, which was surnamed Peter were lodged there” 

                                                                                                                           It is evident; these men would not be deterred until they found Peter
                                                                                                                                        Peter “doubted in himself” what the meaning of his vision might be – 

But he was not to doubt for long 

Through the vision, God was preparing Peter for the arrival of the men from Cornelius 

He was preparing him for His opening of the door of repentance and saving faith to the Gentiles 

Revelation 3:20 – “Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear My voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, and will sup with him, and He with me.” 

Peter’s Perplexity 
B. God’s Preparation 

When God speaks to His children concerning a mission 
He is always at work on the other end of the line preparing in advance of the messenger 

God is always previous 
When the Holy Spirit has the right-of-way in the life of the believer, every part of the mission is a heavenly transaction 
Every thing will come together perfectly 
                                                                                                           Example of the visit of the angel to Cornelius prior to Peter’s vision 

Also the men arrived at the very moment when Peter’s mind was said to be contemplating the situation 
God is never early, nor ever late, He is always right on time! 

v.17 – “Now while Peter doubted in himself what this vision which he had seen should mean”
v.19 – “While Peter thought on the vision”
THE “PREPARATION”  
II. THE “PRESENTATION” – vs. 19, 20 

“While Peter thought on the vision, the Spirit said unto him, Behold, three men seek thee” 
”Arise therefore, and get thee down, and go with them, doubting nothing: for I have sent them.”
A. The Certainty 
“While Peter thought on the vision, the Spirit said unto him”,
Now God gets involved, prior to this, it was the angel  
John 15:26 –“But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father, He shall testify of Me:” 

John 16:13 – “Howbeit when He, the Spirit of truth, is come, He will guide you into all truth: for He shall not speak of Himself; but whatsoever He shall hear, that shall He speak: and He will shew you things to come.” 

As Peter “thought”—that word has the sense of something 
revolving around in one’s mind
He turned over and over again in his mind the perplexing revelation he had just received 
Then the Spirit of God revealed at the same time that three

men were seeking him and that he ought to go down to them “doubting nothing; for I have sent them.” 
Peter goes to the front door and inquired as to what they wanted  
Peter, no doubt, upon hearing and seeing them realizes immediately that they are Romans (Gentiles) 
The Certainty – It’s all God 
B. The Clarity                                                                                                             
During this transitory period of the early churches, before the New Testament was completed the Holy Spirit spoke specifically and definitely to the Apostles 

( In Acts 8:29, for example, the Spirit spoke to Philip instructing him to join himself to the Ethiopian Eunuch in his chariot  

( In Acts 16:6, 7, we read that the Holy Spirit forbade Paul to preach the Word in Asia  
( Then in our present text we see the Holy Spirit very clearly speaking to Peter to – 

“Arise therefore, and get thee down, and go with them, doubting nothing: for I have sent them.”
THE “PREPARATION”  
THE “PRESENTATION”
III. THE “PROLIFERATION” - v. 21 

“Then Peter went down to the men which were sent unto him from Cornelius; and said, Behold, I am he whom ye seek: what is the cause wherefore ye are come?”

A. Obedience is the key to a prosperous walk with God
Obedience by faith 

Not faith in faith, BUT faith in God 

Mark 11:22 – “And Jesus answering saith unto them, Have faith in God.” (the cursing of the fig tree) 

The Holy Spirit said – “Arise therefore, and get thee down, and go with them, doubting nothing: for I have sent them.”
Peter responded in obedience by faith– “Then Peter went down to the men which were sent unto him from Cornelius”

I remind you again of Hebrews 11:6 – “But without faith it is impossible to please Him: for he that cometh to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of them that diligently seek Him.” 

When Peter obeyed the direction of the Spirit and comes down

and sees that the men are Gentiles, I think he is beginning to understand the distinction God is trying to make 

Obedience is the key to understanding God’s will 
B. The Grace of God is for All 
The Spirit’s teaching was being given little by little 
Line upon line…Isaiah 28:10 – “For precept must be upon precept, precept upon precept; line upon line, line upon line; here a little, and there a little:” 

The Lord said in John 16:12-15 –(
Peter knew God was in the vision he had, but he didn’t clearly understand the meaning 

Then the Spirit instructed him that he should go with these men 

He was to go in confidence – “doubting nothing” … 
Knowing that he was following God’s direction 

Little by little God was going to unfold His purpose and plan to Peter 

                                                                                                             Truth: Little by little God is going to unfold His purposes and plans to us 

God works in the every day, the normal occurrences of life 

I know we have been talking about the “Miracle of Multiplication”

But it’s not in the amazing, extraordinary or unexpected that we are going to see this happen

It will be when God’s children are obedient to His commands and God thru His power enables us to be vessels unto honor for Him that this Miracle will take place 
Notice at the end of v.21 – “what is the cause wherefore ye are come?”
Peter is starting to put things together in his thinking  

THE “PREPARATION”  
THE “PRESENTATION”
THE “PROLIFERATION”
IV. THE “PROCLAIMATION” - v.22 
“And they said, Cornelius the centurion, a just man, and one that feareth God, and of good report among all the nation of the Jews, was warned from God by an holy angel to send for thee into his house, and to hear words of thee.” 

A. Who he was
Cornelius was an officer in the Roman army, and the Jews were at the time under the domination of Rome 

Therefore it was no small thing for a Roman officer to have a 

 “good report among all the nation of the Jews” 

In the beginning of this chapter (v.2) we were told that Cornelius was a religious man and that he – 

“gave much alms to the people”
That would have included both the Jew and Gentile 

This man had conducted himself in such a manner as to –

“Command Respect” 

Not just from his household but the entire community 

Truth: We need to command respect, not demand respect

Illustration: Positional Leaders vs. Possessional Leaders  
B. The Warning of God 

The messengers then tell Peter that Cornelius had been – 

 “warned from God by an holy angel”

The Jewish Sadducees’ denied the spirit world –  

Acts 23:8 – “For the Sadducees say that there is no resurrection, neither angel, nor spirit: but the Pharisees confess both.” 

But we do not see these men toning down the divine communication Cornelius had received 

They calmly declare that he was visited by an angel and told to go find Peter 

(Who, by the way, they did not know, nor had they heard his name before this)

C. The Word of God 

Notice lastly that the reason they are coming to get Peter is that – 
v.6 – “he shall tell thee what thou oughtest to do”

v. 22 – “and to hear words of thee”
Peter wasn’t coming to show signs and wonders 

He wasn’t coming to do miracles 

He wasn’t going to put on any kind of demonstration of the flesh 

He was simply to go to the home of Cornelius and give them the Word of God 

                                                                                                         Romans 10:17 – “So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God” 
Through the vision and the teaching of the Holy Spirit, Peter was learning some things: 

He learned that – 
1. Only God can cleanse and make acceptable to Himself either Jew or Gentile 

2. God was to cleanse and make acceptable to Himself a people who up to this time had been known as “unclean” 
3. Cleansing could come only by way of sacrifice, and Jesus was the sacrificial Lamb

The One who came to take away the sin of the world – 

John 1:29 – “The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world.” 

When God told Peter in v. 13 – “Rise, Peter; kill, and eat.”
He was telling him to “rise, and make sacrifice”

4. Learned that sacrificial cleansing must be appropriated (applied) personally 

Peter was not only to “Kill”, he was to “Eat” 

Eating is appropriating food and making it apart of our being 

Illustrate the Temple sacrifices 

John 6:53-56 – (
One must appropriate the Word of God, we must assimilate it, it must become apart of us 

John 6:63 – “It is the spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life.” 

John 5:24 – “Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life.” 

When we appropriate the Word of God and receive it into our hearts, the engrafted Word saves us 

James 1:18, 21 – “Of His own will begat He us with the Word of truth, that we should be a kind of firstfruits of His creatures.” 

“Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness, and receive with meekness the engrafted Word, which is able to save your souls.” 

The word “engrafted” has the sense of ‘implanted’ 
In other words, James urged his readers to receive the Word of God and implant it in their hearts 

The Word of God must become apart of us 

What Peter learned in the vision, symbolically, is declared in the Holy Scriptures and is pure Bible Doctrine 

God cleanses from sin through the blood of Jesus –

I John 1:7 – “But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin.” 

He cleanses and accepts “whosoever will” 
God hears the cry and responses to the call of all who will call upon His name in faith –

Romans 10:12 – “For there is no difference between the Jew and the Greek: for the same Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon him.” 

Galatians 3:26-29 – (
CONCLUSION 
Cornelius was a devout man – but he was not accepted of God because of his prayers 

He was a doer of good deeds –but he was not accepted because of his alms 

He was to be accepted because of his readiness to –  

‘Hear’ the Word of God 

‘Believe’ the Word of God 

‘Receive’ the Message of God 

Receiving the message of God was to bring saving faith 

Cornelius would exercise faith in the finished work of the Lord Jesus Christ 

And God was going to save him 

V.23 – “Then called he them in, and lodged them. And on the morrow Peter went away with them, and certain brethren from Joppa accompanied him.”
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