THE BOOK OF ACTS #28
Peter Meets Cornelius – Acts 10:23-33 


PETER MEETS CORNELIUS
DATE: 8/26/2009 Wed. Bible Study
TEXT: Acts 10:23-33

INTRODUCTION: 

We left off with v.23 last time 
The men from Cornelius stayed with Peter in Simon’s house for the night 

V.23a – “Then called he them in, and lodged them” 
And the next morning set out for Caesarea 
V.23b – “And on the morrow Peter went away with them, and certain brethren from Joppa accompanied him.”
Some things to think about: 
Why didn’t God allow the angel to tell Cornelius how to be saved? 

Instead, He sends one of His servants 

The angel was already at Cornelius home and Peter 30 miles away 

Why didn’t God instruct Cornelius to go to Simon’s house? 

It would have cut the time in half 

                                                                                                                                  I don’t know if I’ll be able to answer these questions for you, but I do know this:   

Isaiah 55:8 declares – “For My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways My ways, saith the LORD.” 
In God’s wisdom He sent the angel to tell Cornelius to send to Joppa for Peter, and Cornelius was to wait until the apostle showed up to instruct him 

In God’s wisdom He chose the house of Cornelius to be the first Gentile recipients of the Gospel 

In God’s wisdom He choose Peter (not Paul) to deliver the message 
Galatians 2:7 – “But contrariwise, when they saw that the gospel of the uncircumcision was committed unto me, as the gospel of the circumcision was unto Peter;” 

But the most amazing thing that God has done in His wisdom is to allow you and I to preach the Gospel to a lost and dieing world 

It should humble your heart to realize that we are allowed to do what angels from heaven are not allowed to do 
I Corinthians 9:16 – “For though I preach the gospel, I have nothing to glory of: for necessity is laid upon me; yea, woe is unto me, if I preach not the gospel!”

II Corinthians 5:14 – “For the love of Christ constraineth us; because we thus judge, that if one died for all, then were all dead:”

Hebrews 2:5 – “For unto the angels hath He not put in subjection the world to come, whereof we speak.” 
Notice the little phrase in v.23 – “certain brethren” 
We are not told who, but we know now many 

Acts 11:12 – “And the Spirit bade me go with them, nothing doubting. Moreover these six brethren accompanied me, and we entered into the man's house:” 

In most accounts of travel in the Bible, we usually see several folk accompany each other 

Acts 15:2 – “When therefore Paul and Barnabas had no small dissension and disputation with them, they determined that Paul and Barnabas, and certain other of them, should go up to Jerusalem unto the apostles and elders about this question.” 

Acts 20:4 –“And there accompanied him into Asia Sopater of Berea; and of the Thessalonians, Aristarchus and Secundus; and Gaius of Derbe, and Timotheus; and of Asia, Tychicus and Trophimus.” 

I think there was a certain amount of wisdom in this (safety) 
But I believe Peter did it for a more specific reason 

                                                                                                                           The event that is about to take place is going to be one of the most important happening in the New Testament church 

Peter realizes the implications involved, he certainly wants witnesses  
~~~OPENING PRAYER~~~  

I. PETER’S “ARRIVAL” – v.24  
V. 24a – “And the morrow after they entered into Caesarea” 

Four days have passed since God had set these events in motion

The distance between Joppa and Caesarea is about 45 miles 

Day one – the angel appeared to Cornelius 
Day two – the messengers arrived in Joppa 

Day three – Peter begins his journey to Caesarea 

Day four – they arrive at Cornelius home 

V. 24b –“And Cornelius waited for them, and had called together his kinsmen and near friends”
Cornelius was not idle during this time 

To him some great things are about to happen 

So he “called together his kinsmen and near friends”
Not only was he concerned about his own spiritual needs, but he also burden for the needs of others 

Proverbs 25:25 – “As cold waters to a thirsty soul, so is good news from a far country.”
Matthew 5:6 – “Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be filled.” 

In PETER’S “ARRIVAL” we see Cornelius preparing 
II. CORNELIUS’ “EAGERNESS” - v.25 
“And as Peter was coming in, Cornelius met him, and fell down at his feet, and worshipped him.” 

Cornelius is showing Peter the reverence which would likely have been prompted by the supernatural direction of the angel 

It was only natural for Cornelius to think that one so honored must be deserving of the highest respect 
PETER’S “ARRIVAL”
CORNELIUS’ “EAGERNESS”

III. CORNELIUS’ “IGNORANCE” – v.26, 27  
“But Peter took him up, saying, Stand up; I myself also am a man”

You can just heard the graciousness in Peter’s voice 

Here the apostle was putting into practice what he learned from the vision 
                                                                                                               That there is a common order and equality of all mankind in the sight of God; insofar as salvation is concerned 

Peter is a man of faith and he realizes that God is leading 

Remember the messengers from Cornelius; how they testified to Peter that God had spoken to their leader 

And certainly Peter knew God had spoken to him! 

So now he says to Cornelius – “Stand up; I myself also am a man”
“I’m just a messenger from God”  

“I am as you are; nothing more than a man, I do not lay claim to honor that belong to God alone” 
V.27 – “And as he talked with him, he went in, and found many that were come together”
With intense anticipation Cornelius is excited about meeting Peter 

“And as he talked with him, he went in” 

And when Peter gets inside, I think Peter is the one that now becomes excited 

For the Bible says – “and found many that were come together”
                                                                                                               What an encouragement it must have been to Peter to see all these folks come out to hear the Gospel 

In Jerusalem Peter had face opposition 

Acts 4:1-3; 5:17, 18 
It must have encouraged Peter’s heart when he came into that house! 

If he had not understood the vision up to this point, I believe now there is not doubt what God intension where   
PETER’S “ARRIVAL”
CORNELIUS’ “EAGERNESS”

CORNELIUS’ “IGNORANCE” 

IV. PETER’S “EXPLANATION” – v.28, 29  
V. 28a - “And he said unto them, Ye know how that it is an unlawful thing for a man that is a Jew to keep company, or come unto one of another nation;”

Right from the start Peter makes it clear that he was not there of his own accord but that God had sent him 

He spoke of it being unlawful for a Jew to fellowship with – 

“one of another nation”

He puts it matter-of-factly; something that is well know 

                                                                                                     Remember back in v.23 he lodged the men from Cornelius 

He would never have done this, if he was not sure God was in all of this 

V. 28b – “but God hath shewed me that I should not call any man common or unclean.”

Peter knows now he is doing exactly what God wants him to do and …

He wants the Gentiles to fully understand that he had come to them because God had shown him that he –  

“should not call any man common or unclean.”

I wish I could make you understand just how significant all this was to Peter and the Jewish people 

Study sometime Leviticus 18:24-30; Deuteronomy 7:3-12 and Ezra 9:11, 12 
God’s design was for Israel to be a separate nation, holy onto himself 

From childhood they were taught the law concerning food that was ceremonially unclean 

From childhood they were taught that there was to be no intermingling with persons of other nationalities 

That’s way the woman at the well in John 4:9 marveled that Jesus spoke to her 

Therefore we see why only God could have revealed that               ‘no man” was to be despised or declared unclean 
God’s plan was that the Gospel should be preached to all mankind (Matthew 28:19 – “all nations,”) 
The prior barrier between Jew and Gentile was now to be taken away and all were invited to become partakers of salvation by God marvelous grace through faith in the finished work of the Lord Jesus Christ 

V.29a – “Therefore came I unto you without gainsaying, as soon as I was sent for:” 
“therefore”  - i.e. because of God’s revelation – “came I unto you without gainsaying” 

The word “gainsaying” means without hesitation, reservation or reluctance 
“I ask therefore for what intent ye have sent for me?”
The servants of Cornelius have already told Peter why…

But Peter wants to hear the details from Cornelius himself 

PETER’S “ARRIVAL”
CORNELIUS’ “EAGERNESS”

CORNELIUS’ “IGNORANCE” 

PETER’S “EXPLANATION” 

V. CORNELIUS’ “EXPLANATION” – vs. 30-33 

Vs. 30 – “And Cornelius said, Four days ago I was fasting until this hour; and at the ninth hour I prayed in my house, and, behold, a man stood before me in bright clothing,” 

Cornelius begins to give Peter a detailed account of the prior day’s events 

Events that went ‘hand-in-hand’ with God’s dealings with Peter in Joppa 

( He recounted the time – “Four days ago” 

( He explained what he was doing – “fasting” and “praying” 

( He told Peter the time that the angel appeared – “at the ninth hour”

Notice the phrase here – “and, behold, a man stood before me in bright clothing,” 

In v.3 we are told ‘an angel of God” appeared onto Cornelius 

We see this at the sepulchre on resurrection morning 

Mark 16:5 – “And entering into the sepulchre, they saw a young man sitting on the right side, clothed in a long white garment; and they were affrighted.” 

We see this at the ascension 
                                                                                                                    Acts 1:10 – “And while they looked stedfastly toward heaven as He went up, behold, two men stood by them in white apparel;” 

Angels are a special creation of God 
They are ministers to the “heirs of salvation”  

Hebrews 1:14 – “Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for them who shall be heirs of salvation?” 

Look at v. 31 –“And said, Cornelius, thy prayer is heard, and thine alms are had in remembrance in the sight of God.”
The angel, this “man…in bright clothing” said to Cornelius 
“thy prayer is heard, and thine alms are had in remembrance in the sight of God.”
Our God will always hear the prayer of a sincere, seeking soul 

Cornelius was not praying for wealth, fame, or personal glory 

He was praying for God to make Himself real to him 

For God’s Divine will for his life 

II Peter 3:9 – “The Lord is not slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.” 

He had not given in order to make a name for himself 

He had given out of a sincere heart and his prayer together with his love for his fellow man moved the heart of God 
Thus we have Peter being sent to proclaim the wonderful Words of Life 

Look at v.32, Cornelius continues –

“Send therefore to Joppa, and call hither Simon, whose surname is Peter; he is lodged in the house of one Simon a tanner by the sea side: who, when he cometh, shall speak unto thee.” 

So Cornelius explains to Peter that just as his coming to Caesarea had been according to God’s instruction 

Cornelius had himself been instructed of God to send for the Apostle

Who when he arrived would “speak” to him and all that gathered with him, as Acts 5:20 says – “speak … to the people all the words of this life” 

V.33 – “Immediately therefore I sent to thee; and thou hast well done that thou art come. Now therefore are we all here present before God, to hear all things that are commanded thee of God.”
“Immediately” … I sent to thee” 

Cornelius did not question the authority of the message

                                                                                                                       He obeyed God’s instructions as quickly and as willingly as Peter had obeyed the instructions the Holy Spirit had given him

“thou hast well done that thou art come”

Here Cornelius expresses his gratitude that Peter had come to him in response to his invitation

Of course we know God as been orchestrating all this 

“Now therefore are we all here present before God,”

“to hear all things that are commanded thee of God.”

CONCLUSION 
PETER’S “ARRIVAL”
CORNELIUS’ “EAGERNESS”

CORNELIUS’ “IGNORANCE” 

PETER’S “EXPLANATION” 

CORNELIUS’ “EXPLANATION”
V.34 – “Then Peter opened his mouth, and said, Of a truth I perceive that God is no respecter of persons:”
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