THE BOOK OF ACTS #29
The Conversion of Cornelius – Acts 10:34-48 

THE CONVERSION OF CORNELIUS

DATE: 9/2/2009 Wed. 
TEXT: Acts 10:34-48 

INTRODUCTION: 

We left off last time in v.33 with Cornelius showing appreciation to Peter for having come to see him 
Cornelius says –“Now therefore are we all here present before God, to hear all things that are commanded thee of God” 
The whole group is now ready to hear
In the retelling of Cornelius’ event with the angel, Luke makes it clear that Cornelius already knows why Peter is coming to see him 
The angel told Cornelius that Peter …                                                        (this is Peter’s recounting to the church in Acts 11:14 ) 
“(Who)… shall tell thee words, whereby thou and all thy house shall be saved.” – 11:14 
Cornelius is expecting something great from God
                                                                                                 ~~~OPENING PRAYER~~~ 
I. PETER’S “REALIZATION” – vs. 34, 35

V. 34 –“Then Peter opened his mouth, and said, Of a truth I perceive that God is no respecter of persons:” 

Peter has realizes the important of his vision and says – 
“Of a truth I perceive that God is no respecter of persons:”
For any preacher to be effective, he must know “what he is talking about!” 

II Timothy 2:15 – “Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the Word of Truth” 

Peter says – “God is no respecter of persons:”
Deuteronomy 10:17 – “For the LORD your God is God of gods, and Lord of lords, a great God, a mighty, and a terrible, which regardeth not persons, nor taketh reward:” 

Romans 2:11 – “For there is no respect of persons with God” 

Ephesians 6:9 – “And, ye masters, do the same things unto them, forbearing threatening: knowing that your Master also is in heaven; neither is there respect of persons with Him”

I Peter 1:17 – “And if ye call on the Father, who without respect of persons judgeth according to every man's work, pass the time of your sojourning here in fear:” 
As God is “Just” we also must be just in our dealings 
V. 35 – “But in every nation he that feareth Him, and worketh righteousness, is accepted with Him”
Notice the conjunction “But”
God has no person’s admiration, position, merit, etc. in mind when it comes to salvation but rather what we find in v.35  
                                                                                                                          Notice three things here that Peter declares:   
1. “he that feareth Him” – Fearing God 
Proverbs 2:5 – “Then shalt thou understand the fear of the LORD, and find the knowledge of God” 

Proverbs 16:6 – “By mercy and truth iniquity is purged: and by the fear of the LORD men depart from evil” 
Fearing God comes from the conviction and recognition of the judgment of sin in ones life  

II Corinthians 7:8-11 
II Timothy 2:25 – “In meekness instructing those that oppose themselves; if God peradventure will give them repentance to the acknowledging of the truth;” 

2. “and worketh righteousness,” – Working Righteousness 
So what is a righteous work? 

Titus 3:5 – “Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost;” 

                                                                                                                        When the people asked Jesus in John 6:28, 29 – 

“(Then said they unto Him,) What shall we do, that we might work the works of God?” 

“Jesus answered and said unto them, This is the work of God, that ye believe on Him whom He hath sent” 

I Corinthians 1:30 – “But of Him are ye in Christ Jesus, Who of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption:”

Romans 3:20-22 – (
                                                                                                           Romans 10:2-13 – (
3. “is accepted with Him” – Accepted By God 

Ephesians 1:6 – “To the praise of the glory of His grace, wherein He hath made us accepted in the Beloved”
Understand just because someone fears God and works righteousness, regardless of nationality, it is never sufficient for salvation 
Rather, what Peter is alluding to is that God is pleased when sinful men of whatever nationality are willing to fear Him, seek Him, and live righteously (according to the Truth) 
PETER’S “REALIZATION”
II. PETER’S “WITNESS” 
Two things: 

A. First of “The Gospel” – vs. 36-40

                                                                                                                          1. Was to the Jew first – v.36a 
“The Word which God sent unto the children of Israel,” 
Luke 24:47 – “And that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in His name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem” 

Romans 1:16 – “For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek” 

Romans 2:9, 10 – “Tribulation and anguish, upon every soul of man that doeth evil, of the Jew first, and also of the Gentile;”  

“But glory, honour, and peace, to every man that worketh good, to the Jew first, and also to the Gentile:” 

2. Is Peace by Jesus Christ – v.36b 
“preaching peace by Jesus Christ: (He is Lord of all:)”
The Bible says man in his fallen state is at odds with God 

                                                                                                                      The word used is enmity which means hostility; opposition, hatred 
Ephesians 2:17 – That Jesus “… came and preached peace to you which were afar off, and to them that were nigh” 

Colossians 1:20 – “And, having made peace through the blood of His cross, by Him to reconcile all things unto Himself; by Him, I say, whether they be things in earth, or things in heaven”

3. Began with the Baptism of John – v.37 
“That Word, I say, ye know, which was published throughout all Judaea, and began from Galilee, ‘after’ the baptism which John preached;”

Mark 1:1 - …; 
Luke 16:16 – “The law and the prophets were until John: since that time the kingdom of God is preached, and every man presseth into it” 

4. And is continuing to be preached through Baptism –                               vs. 38-40 
“How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power: Who went about doing good, and healing all 
that were oppressed of the devil; for God was with Him” 
”And we are witnesses of all things which He did both in the land of the Jews, and in Jerusalem; whom they slew and 
hanged on a tree:” 
”Him God raised up the third day, and shewed Him openly;”
Baptism is an illustration of the Gospel, an object lesson 

There is an interesting statement at the end of v.37 – 

“the baptism which John preached;”
This phrase is connected to v.38 with the word “How” 
And v.38 talks of the Ministry and Gospel of Christ 

There is a tendency today for preachers to separate the preaching of the Gospel from Baptism 

However, the Apostles John and Peter, the Deacon Philip embraced the two subjects as inseparable - Why? 

Simply because baptism illustrates, or symbolizes the Gospel 

Romans 6:4, 5 – “Therefore we are buried with him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life” 
”For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection:” 

B. Secondly of “The Resurrection” – vs. 41, 42 

“Him God raised up the third day, and shewed Him openly;” 
”Not to all the people, but unto witnesses chosen before of 
God, even to us, who did eat and drink with Him after he rose from the dead”

                                                                                                                         Peter is able to give a first-hand account of the fact of the resurrection because: 
1. He ‘Saw’ Him personally – v.40b 

“shewed Him openly; Not to all the people, but unto witnesses chosen before of God, even to us”

2. He ‘Ate and Drank’ with Him – v.41 

“even to us, who did eat and drink with Him after He rose from the dead”

3. He ‘Heard’ Him – v.42 

“And He commanded us to preach unto the people, and to testify that it is He which was ordained of God to be the Judge of quick and dead”

Acts 17:31 – “Because He hath appointed a day, in the which He will judge the world in righteousness by that Man whom He hath ordained; whereof He hath given assurance unto all men, in that He hath raised Him from the dead”
Peter’s witness of the Gospel and the Resurrection
PETER’S “REALIZATION”
PETER’S “WITNESS” 

III. PETER’S “INVITATION” – v. 43
“To Him give all the prophets witness, that through His name whosoever believeth in Him shall receive remission of sins” 

Peter gives an invitation 

He says – “that through His name whosoever believeth in Him shall receive remission of sins” 

Joel 2:32 – “And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of the LORD shall be delivered: for in mount Zion and in Jerusalem shall be deliverance, as the LORD hath said, and in the remnant whom the LORD shall call.”

Romans 10:9 – 17 – (  v.13 
PETER’S “REALIZATION”
PETER’S “WITNESS” 

PETER’S “INVITATION”  

IV. THE “HOLY SPIRIT” FALLS – vs. 44-46 

For “while Peter yet spake these words, the Holy Ghost fell

on all them which heard the Word.” 

They additionally spoke in tongues, (v.46) verifying the presence of the Holy Ghost in them 
The significance of a visible manifestation of the Holy Spirit,

including speaking in tongues, is as simple as it is profound  
v.45 -As recorded, the Jewish companions present with Peter (“the circumcision”) were utterly astonished that – 

“on the Gentiles also was poured out the gift of the Holy Ghost.” 
It was unthinkable to the prevailing Jewish mentality of the day that God could or would directly indwell or fill with His Spirit the vulgar race called gentiles 
Yet, they were witnessing with their own eyes that very phenomena 
Acts 11:12 points out that there were six Jewish brethren present with Peter 
That is no coincidence 
God wanted no question of what they witnessed

The significance of the visible manifestation of the Holy

Spirit, including the speaking of tongues by the new gentiles

believers, was a clear indication of God’s blessing upon the gospel going to the pagan gentile world 
A monumental milestone in the history of the early church had been reached 
Prior, the gospel, as recorded above, had gone only to

Jews or those associated with Judaism (i.e., Samaritan and Ethiopians)
Now, not only had the gospel gone to the gentiles

(Roman ones at that), but God’s clear blessing had been witnessed thereon exactly as had been upon the first (Jewish)

church at Pentecost 
PETER’S “REALIZATION”
PETER’S “WITNESS” 

PETER’S “INVITATION”  

THE “HOLY SPIRIT” FALLS

V. CORNELIUS’ HOME “BAPTIZED” – vs. 47, 48
When should someone be baptized? 

A. Upon their profession of faith 

v. 47 – “Can any man forbid water, that these should not be baptized,” 
Romans 10:10 – “For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation” 

B. As soon as possible after a profession of faith is made 

v.48a – “And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of the Lord.”
Acts 8:36-38 – (
PETER’S “REALIZATION”
PETER’S “WITNESS” 

PETER’S “INVITATION”  

THE “HOLY SPIRIT” FALLS

CORNELIUS’ HOME “BAPTIZED”
VI. A “NEW CHURCH STARTED” – v. 48b  

Peter remains in Caesarea “certain days”

This was to fulfill the third part of the Great Commission as given in Matthew 28:19, 20 – 

“Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:” 
”Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.”

Evangelize 

Baptize 

Stabilize 

Discipleship –“Teaching them to observe all things” is a necessary part of the process  
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