THE BOOK OF DANIEL #3 
Dare to be Daniel – Daniel 1:8-21

DARE TO BE DANIEL
DATE: 11/28/10 pm 
TEXT: Daniel 1:8-21
INTRODUCTION 
When I come to this section of The Book of Daniel 
I always think of the words of the children’s song:

 

Dare to be a Daniel, Dare to stand alone!
Dare to have a purpose firm! Dare to make it known!
 

We first met Daniel and his three companions in v.6 
As we now move into v.8 we began to learn more about these fascinating young men 
As we saw in our last study, the world is always trying to mold the Christian into its image  
However, here we have Daniel who refuses to be shaped by the world  
Daniel and his companions are an example of those who draw a line in the sand and take a stand for the Lord  
They refused to be made into what Nebuchadnezzar wanted to make them (Nebuchadnezzar is an example of the World)  
Ill. Vance Havner once said that Daniel was a prophet of God who “set a standard for all time”

It’s Disturbing to see where Christianity is going   
Standards are being lowered or abandoned altogether … 
And the reason is, so that they will be accepted   
Black and white has been replaced with a shade of gray 
(The perceived reasoning is attractiveness)  
Some use phrases like “seeker friendly” or “seeker sensitive” to justify or explain their purpose  
But it’s really nothing more than becoming ‘like the world’ to ‘reach the world’  
That has never been God’s method! 
II Corinthians 6:17 – “Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you,” 

Like Daniel, we must recognize that the ultimate purpose in life is pleasing God  
It is only when a Christian pleases God that they are truly effective in reaching others 
Daniel could have easily yielded to all the plans of Nebuchadnezzar and justified it by saying – 
“If I become like the Babylonians I will be able to reach the Babylonians” 
However, he chose a different path 
And the result is, his life is still reaching people today

There are two words in the beginning of v.8 that determined the eternal impact of Daniel’s life
They are the words - “But Daniel” 
If it had not been for those two words we would have never known Daniel and his companions  
Remember, these four Hebrew young men were not the only ones that were carried into Babylon 
There were many more, but nothing is said about them  
Why is that? 
They yielded to the pressures of Nebuchadnezzar and blended in 
“But Daniel!” …
And his three companions refused to yield! 
The stand they took made them an eternal testimony of someone whose highest aim was to please God  
Let’s look at the stand these four Hebrew young men took
Let’s “Dare To Be Daniel” 

~~~Prayer~~~ 
Let’s began by first noticing:

 

I. THE “DECISION” OF THE FOUR
 

When we read the words, “But Daniel” in v.8 … 
It also includes Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah  
Unfortunately, we know them better as Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego  
I say unfortunately, because these were the Worldly names that were given to them 
The changing of their names was one of the methods used to attempt to change who they were 
The context indicates that Daniel’s decision was the decision of the others as well 
What was the decision made by these four Hebrew boys? 
We read again in v.8 -   
“But Daniel purposes in his heart that he would not defile himself with the portion of the king’s meat, nor with the wine which he drank”

In our last study we saw in v.5 how –

“the king appointed them a daily provision of the king’s meat, and of the wine which he drank: so nourishing them three years, that at the end thereof they might stand before the king” 
This was another way of attempting to change who they were 
Just another method of the World 
“But Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not defile himself with the portion of the king's meat, nor with the wine which he drank:”
They “Purposed” in their hearts not to defile themselves 
They “Purposed” to be pleasing to God
Now, let’s look at their decision a little closer 
In their decision we see:

 

A. Their ‘Convictions’ 
 

There were a couple of reasons why Daniel and his companions refused to eat from the king’s table 
For one thing, the Mosaic Law was very clear and strict about one’s diet and there were certain foods that were considered unclean

In Leviticus 11 we are given an extensive list of animals, fish and fowls that were acceptable and prohibited 
For example, we read in v.4 that -

“the camel…is unclean unto you” 
I’m not aware of time when Camel burgers were ever popular 
But for the Jewish people they were on the prohibited list 
Also in v.7 we read -

“And the swine…he is unclean to you” 
Pork was not on the approved list of meat 
Pork chops, sausage and bacon were not acceptable 
We would say that such meats were not kosher 
I have a suspicion that pork was a part of the king’s meat 
For Daniel and his companions to eat such meat would have been a violation of God’s command

There is another reason why these Hebrew boys refused to eat the king’s meat 
This was food from animals that were slaughtered ceremonially and offered to Babylonian gods 
For them to eat such meat would mean they would “defile” themselves 
The word “defile,” means “to soil” or “desecrate” 

These boys were carried away from their homeland and taken into Babylon 
When they sat down at the table, a big thick pork chop was placed before them 
If that wasn’t bad enough, it was meat that had been offered unto idols 
What were they going to do? 

It would seem that the rest of the captives ate of the king’s table 
Nothing is said about others taking a stand  
So I think we are safe in assuming that they ate what was put before them 
I can imagine that some reasoned – 
“We have to live” 
Maybe others said – 
“I don’t have a choice” 
Still others may have said – 
“Nobody will ever know” 
Then there were those who looked around and saw others eating and drinking and said to themselves – 
“Everybody else is doing it”

But not Daniel, Hanianiah, Mishael, and Azariah! 
To eat the meat and drink the wine would have been an act of Desecration 
As far as they were concerned, it would be a Violation of God’s commands and a compromising of their convictions 
And for these boys, God’s commands were not to be broken in any circumstance and their convictions were not for sale 

Ill. I think of the definition that attorney David Gibbs; of the Christian Law Association gave in his booklet called Preference Vs. Conviction. He described the difference between a conviction and a preference, according to the U.S. Supreme Court. “A preference is a very strong belief, held with great strength. You can give your entire life in a full-time way to the service of the preference, and can also give your entire material wealth in the name of the belief. You can also energetically proselytize others to your preference. You can also want to teach this belief to your children, and yet the Supreme Court will still rule that it is a preference.                                                                            A preference is a strong belief, but a belief that you will change under the right circumstances. Circumstances such as: 1) peer pressure; if your beliefs are such that you need other people to stand with you before you will stand, your beliefs are preferences, not convictions, 2) family pressure, 3) lawsuits, 4) jail, 5) threat of death; would you die for your beliefs?                                                                                               A conviction is a belief that you will not change. Why? A man believes that his God requires it of him. Preferences aren’t protected by the constitution. Convictions are. A conviction is not something that you discover; it is something that you purpose in your heart . Convictions on the inside will always show up on the outside, in a person’s lifestyle. To violate a conviction would be a sin.
Refraining from defiling themselves with the king’s food was not a Preference with Daniel and his companions 
It was Their ‘Convictions’!
They knew what God required of them and to violate His commands would been a sin 
Furthermore, their decision spoke volumes about:

 

B. Their ‘Commitment’
 

Their refusal to eat the king’s meat and drink his wine revealed the depths of their commitment to God and His Word 
Serving God, Honoring God, and Obeying Him was more than a religious practice 
It was the Purpose of their lives 
They were Committed to Serving God, Honoring God, and Obeying God 
And nothing or no one would cause them to abandon their faith 
Let me ask you, what would you’ve done? 
If you were in the same situation, would you have reasoned and justified eating and drinking the food  
Or would you have said no? 
Do you live by preferences or convictions? 
Is your commitment of the kind that obeying God is non-negotiable? 
Truth: For many Christians their commitment withers quickly when faced with hardship or strong demands 
Some Christians will violate God’s commands for a job promotion or a sale 
Some will buckle under peer pressure 
Some will let the situation determine what they do 
They’re like all the other Hebrew boys that were carried into Babylon 
They only thought about themselves—surviving 
Not Daniel and his companions 
It was what God Said and Thought that mattered most to them 
Ill. G. Campbell Morgan told the story of the English actor Macready. An eminent preacher once said to him, “I wish you would explain something to me. What is the reason for the difference between you and me? You appear before crowds night after night with fiction, and the crowds come wherever you go. I am preaching the essential and unchangeable truth, and I am not getting any crowd at all. Explain that to me.” Macready answered, “It is quite simple. I can tell you the difference between us. I present my fiction as though it were truth; you present your truth as though it were fiction”
Some Christians treat God’s commands as though they were fiction and not truth 
Oh we say, “I believe the Bible! I believe God what God said. Yes sir! I am a firm believer!” 
But then, on the Lord’s Day, we let the simplest things keep us out of Church 
We fail to give as God has commanded 
We never share our faith with others 
No, we often live as if God’s commands were fiction, not truth 
 

Dare to be a Daniel, Dare to stand alone!
Dare to have a purpose firm! Dare to make it known!
THE “DECISION” OF THE FOUR
 

Secondly, notice:

 

II. THE “DIET” OF THE FOUR
 

In the 2nd half of v.8b we read that Daniel -

“requested of the prince of the eunuchs that he might not defile himself” 
Daniel voiced his Convictions and Commitment 
He asked if he could be excused from defiling himself with the king’s meat and wine
We read in v.9 – 
“Now God had brought Daniel into favour and tender love with the prince of the eunuchs” 
The word “favour” means “kindness” or “good will” 
The words “tender love” is a plural intended to denote “deep sympathy” 
God touched the heart of the prince and he was sympathetic to their plight 
However, his sympathy was overshadowed by the fear for his own life 
We read in v.10 – 
“And the prince of the eunuchs said unto Daniel, I fear my lord the king, who hath appointed your meat and your drink: for why should he see your faces worse liking than the children which are of your sort? then shall ye make me endanger my head to the king” 
In short he was saying, “I would like to help you, but if I did it would be the axe for me” 
Now there was something that he said that opened the door for Daniel 
Notice:

 

A. Their ‘Proposal’
 

Let me paraphrase v.10 -  
“You have to eat. I have been given the job of getting you ready to present to the king and if I bring you in there skinny as a rail and pale as ghost then the blame will fall on me” 
Daniel jumped on this and made him a proposal 
We read in vs. 11-15 that proposal  
Daniel knew that the prince of the eunuchs was too scared to help them  
So he made a proposal to Melzar, a guard that the prince had set over them 
He said, “I tell you what, You let us go on a low carb diet for ten days with nothing but celery and carrots and give us a jug of water and I guarantee you we will be a healthy as a horse. We will look like Charles Atlas” 
The word “pulse” simply refers to vegetables 
Daniel was suggesting that they be put on a vegetable diet  
Now we all know that a vegetable diet is the way to lose weight, not gain   
Nonetheless, Melzar agreed to Their ‘Proposal’
(By the way he really had no choice; these boys weren’t going to eat of the king’s table)  

That led to:

B. Their ‘Proving’
 

At the end of v.14 it says that he - 
“proved them ten days” 
We read in v.15 – 
“And at the end of ten days their countenances appeared fairer and fatter in flesh than all the children which did eat the portion of the king's meat” 
After ten days they looked better than the whole bunch and had even gained weight 
Melzar was so pleased that we read in v.16 – 
“Thus Melzar took away the portion of their meat, and the wine that they should drink; and gave them pulse” 
They held their ground, stood firm for God and were blessed by God for doing so 
God will always bless those who put Him first  
THE “DECISION” OF THE FOUR
 

THE “DIET” OF THE FOUR
Let me say it again:

 
Dare to be a Daniel, Dare to stand alone!
Dare to have a purpose firm! Dare to make it known!
 

Lastly, notice with me:

 
III. THE “DISTINCTION” OF THE FOUR
 

When we come to the final verses of chapter one 
I’m led to think of I Samuel 2:30 
Here God said to Eli through another man of God 
“them that honour Me I will honour” 
James 4:8 – “Draw nigh to God, and He will draw nigh to you” 

If you put God first in your life and honor Him, He will honor you 
That’s God’s promise 
Daniel and his companions are a wonderful example of that promise 
Notice:

A. How They Were ‘Favored by God’
 

We read in v.17 – 
“As for these four children, God gave them knowledge and skill in all learning and wisdom: and Daniel had understanding in all visions and dreams” 
God made these boys into the valedictorians of the class 
Plus, he gave Daniel the amazing ability to understand dreams and visions 
Turn with me to Psalm 119:98-104  
You would have thought Daniel wrote those words   
Why?, Because he hated every false way and kept God’s commands 
God made him wiser than all the rest
They Were ‘Favored by God’
Furthermore, we see: 

  

B. How They Were ‘Found by Nebuchadnezzar’
 

We close with vs. 18-20 
We find here the king examining each of the Hebrews 
And not only found that Daniel and his companions were the best of the lot brought from Jerusalem  
But they were ten times better than his own court  
Again, I remind you that if you honor God in your life  
He will honor you! 
God blesses those who will obey His Word in their life 
Again, I remind you that there were more than Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah that were carried captive into Babylon 
But the only ones we know about are those who took a stand for God 
If you want to live a life that bears the mark of eternity  
Draw the line in your life as did Daniel and his friends  
As we shall see in future studies, 
Daniel and his companion’s lives proved to others that their God was real 
If you know the Lord, then LIVE IT! 
Live it in such a way that others will know it’s real 
Say NO! to this world 
Let me say it one more time:

 
Dare to be a Daniel, Dare to stand alone!
Dare to have a purpose firm! Dare to make it known!
THE “DECISION” 

THE “DIET”

THE “DISTINCTION” 
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