THE BOOK OF ACTS SERMON SERIES #3 
The Meeting of the Church – Acts 1:12-14 

THE MEETING OF THE CHURCH
DATE: 

TEXTS: Acts 1:12-14 

INTRODUCTION: 

The Pentecost Birthday theory of the church teaches that                 “The Church” (universal, invisible, etc.) did not come into existence until the day of Pentecost recorded in Acts 2. 
This theory is basically founded upon two scriptures: 

Matthew 16:18 – “And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.” 
( Where the “I will” is seen as future rather than determinative 

I Corinthians 12:13 – “For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit.” 

( Where the Holy Spirit is seen to “form the church” [Scofield] by baptizing all believers into the body of Christ
However, there is ample evidence to show that the first church    (local, visible, etc.) was in existence well before the day of Pentecost. 

I Corinthians 12:28a indicates that the first church consisted of Christ and the apostles. (who were all baptized believers) 
“And God hath set some in the church, first apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, governments, diversities of tongues.” 

This church had a pastor – 

John 10:11, 14 – “I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep.” 

14 “I am the good shepherd, and know my sheep, and am known of mine.” 
This church had a treasurer – 

John 13:29 – “For some of them thought, because Judas had the bag, that Jesus had said unto him, Buy those things that we have need of against the feast; or, that he should give something to the poor.” (John 12:6) 
It did evangelistic work – 

Matthew 10:1-11:1 - (
They baptized those who believed – 

John 4:1, 2 – “When therefore the Lord knew how the Pharisees had heard that Jesus made and baptized more disciples than John,” 
2 “(Though Jesus himself baptized not, but his disciples,)” 

They were instructed about discipline – 

Matthew 18:15-17 - (
This church observed the Lord’s Supper – 

Matthew 26:26-30 - (
They were a singing church – 

Hebrews 2:12 – “Saying, I will declare thy name unto my brethren, in the midst of the church will I sing praise unto thee.” 

Here, in Acts 1 (before Pentecost), we find the church assembled. 

So, I want to preach on this thought – 

“The Meeting of the Church” 

~~~OPENING PRAYER~~~

I. THE PRAISE – v.12 

“¶ Then returned they unto Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is from Jerusalem a sabbath day's journey.”

Luke 24:52, 53 – “And they worshipped Him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy:” 
53 “And were continually in the temple, praising and blessing God. Amen.”  
According to Luke 24, the apostles and others were no longer afraid, but were now in joyful anticipation of what God was about to do. 
They had come out of hiding – 

Luke 24:53 – “And were continually in the temple, praising and blessing God. Amen.” 
II. THE PLACE – v.13a 

“And when they were come in, they went up into an upper room, …”
They assembled in an upper room. 

The place of assembly is incidental to the functioning of a New Testament church, but the fact that there was a place shows locality. 

(A church, by definition, is always “Local”) 

III. THE PASTORS – v.13b 

“…where abode both Peter, and James, and John, and Andrew, Philip, and Thomas, Bartholomew, and Matthew, James the son of Alphaeus, and Simon Zelotes, and Judas the brother of James.”

That the apostles initially served as pastors over the Church in Jerusalem is seen from the use of the word “bishoprick” in v.20.
The words “pastor” (shepherd), “bishop” (overseer), and “elder” are all used synonymously and interchangeably in the New Testament. 

Peter was both an apostle and a pastor – 

I Peter 1:1 – “Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to the strangers scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia,” 

I Peter 5:1 – “The elders which are among you I exhort, who am also an elder, and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, and also a partaker of the glory that shall be revealed:” 

However by the time Acts 15 rolls around there is a distinguishing between the pastors and the apostles. 

Acts 15:4 – “And when they were come to Jerusalem, they were received of the church, and of the apostles and elders, and they declared all things that God had done with them.” 

Acts 15:6 – “And the apostles and elders came together for to consider of this matter.” 

(See also vs. 22, 23; 16:4) 

A. What is An Apostle? 

1. in the general sense: 

The word “apostle” means a “sent one” 

Thus a missionary could be considered an apostle in the sense that he is “sent by his church” 
An example of this general usage is seen with Barnabas – 

Acts 14:14a – “Which when the apostles, Barnabas and Paul, heard of, they rent their clothes, and ran in among the people, crying out,” 

The Lord Jesus Christ is also called an Apostle – 

Hebrews 3:1 – “Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, consider the Apostle and High Priest of our profession, Christ Jesus;” 

Because He was sent by the Father - 

John 5:23 – “That all men should honour the Son, even as they honour the Father. He that honoureth not the Son honoureth not the Father which hath sent him.” 

There are over 19 verses that recognize this fact. 
2. In the Specific sense: 

There were certain qualifications and duties required of the “Office” of an apostle 

( An apostle was an eye-witness of the resurrected Christ – 

I Corinthians 9:1 – “Am I not an apostle? am I not free? have I not seen Jesus Christ our Lord? are not ye my work in the Lord?” 

I Corinthians 15:8 – “And last of all He was seen of me also, as of one born out of due time.” 
Acts 1:22 – “Beginning from the baptism of John, unto that same day that he was taken up from us, must one be ordained to be a witness with us of his resurrection.” 

( An apostle was one who had been audibly called by Jesus – 

Luke 6:13 – “And when it was day, He called unto Him His disciples: and of them He chose twelve, whom also He named apostles;” 

Romans 1:1 – “Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, separated unto the gospel of God,” 

( The apostolic ministry was accompanied by the use of “sign gifts” -  
II Corinthians 12:12 – “Truly the signs of an apostle were wrought among you in all patience, in signs, and wonders, and mighty deeds.” 

Acts 2:43 – “And fear came upon every soul: and many wonders and signs were done by the apostles.” 

Acts 5:12 – “And by the hands of the apostles were many signs and wonders wrought among the people;”
( The Apostles were used as writers of the New Testament scriptures – 
II Peter 3:2 – “That ye may be mindful of the words which were spoken before by the holy prophets, and of the commandment of us the apostles of the Lord and Saviour:” 

Jude 17 – “But, beloved, remember ye the words which were spoken before of the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ;” 

Ephesians 3:2-5 - (
( There have only been 12 Apostles in this specific, official sense – 

Revelation 21:14 – “And the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and in them the names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb.” 

Because of the qualifications, there is NO apostolic office existent today! 

And NO apostolic succession! 

B. What is A Pastor? 

Pastors are spiritually qualified men - 

I Timothy 3:1-7 - ( 

Titus 1:5-9 - (
That the Lord raises up in His churches to –
1. Feed – This is the role of the shepherd (pastor) 
I Peter 5:2a – “Feed the flock of God which is among you, taking the oversight thereof, not by constraint, but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind;”

Acts 20:28b – “Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which He hath purchased with His own blood.” 

2. Lead – This is the role of the elder 
Hebrews 13:7 – “Remember them which have the rule over you, who have spoken unto you the word of God: whose faith follow, considering the end of their conversation.” 

Hebrews 13:17 – “Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit yourselves: for they watch for your souls, as they that must give account, that they may do it with joy, and not with grief: for that is unprofitable for you.”

I Timothy 5:17 – “Let the elders that rule well be counted worthy of double honour, especially they who labour in the word and doctrine.” 

I Peter 5:3 – “Neither as being lords over God's heritage, but being ensamples to the flock.” 

3. Heed – This is the role of an overseer (bishop) 

Acts 20:28a – “Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood.” 
Acts 20:29-31 – “For I know this, that after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock.” 
30 “Also of your own selves shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away disciples after them.” 
31 “Therefore watch, and remember, that by the space of three years I ceased not to warn every one night and day with tears.” 

I Peter 5:2b – “Feed the flock of God which is among you, taking the oversight thereof, not by constraint, but willingly; not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind;” 

IV. THE PEOPLE – vs. 14, 15 
“These all continued with one accord in prayer and supplication, with the women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brethren.” 
15 “And in those days Peter stood up in the midst of the disciples, and said, (the number of names together were about an hundred and twenty,)” 

It is interesting to see that the membership of this first church stood at around 120. 

The members were called disciples. 

Included in that number were: 

A. The Eleven Apostles 

B. The Women – who had been ministering to the Lord’s    needs

Matthew 27:55 – “And many women were there beholding afar off, which followed Jesus from Galilee, ministering unto him:” 

C. Mary – Christ’s mother 

John 19:25 – “Now there stood by the cross of Jesus his mother,…”

D. Christ’s Half-Brothers – 
Matthew 13:55, 56 – “Is not this the carpenter's son? is not his mother called Mary? and his brethren, James, and Joses, and Simon, and Judas?” 

The Bible tells us that they “all continued with one accord in prayer and supplication,”
V. THE PRAYER MEETING – v.14 
“These all continued with one accord in prayer and supplication, with the women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brethren.” 

The attitude of this “church-in-waiting” is noteworthy: 

A. Their Obedience 

They were doing exactly what the Lord required of them 

v. 4 – “And, being assembled together with them, commanded them that they should not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the Father, which, saith he, ye have heard of me.” 

B. Their Expectation 
This fledging church had great vision 

Forget about them being ignorant and unlearned men 

For many months they had been trained by the universe’s greatest Teacher and had received from Him their “Great Commission” 

C.  Their Unity 

Being in “one accord” 

This is probably the number one key ingredient for success in the Lord’s work 

Acts 2:1 – “And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in one place.” 

Acts 2:46 – “And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, did eat their meat with gladness and singleness of heart,” 

Acts 4:24 – “And when they heard that, they lifted up their voice to God with one accord, and said, Lord, thou art God, which hast made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and all that in them is:” 

Acts 5:12 – “And by the hands of the apostles were many signs and wonders wrought among the people; (and they were all with one accord in Solomon's porch.” 

Acts 15:25 – “It seemed good unto us, being assembled with one accord, to send chosen men unto you with our beloved Barnabas and Paul,” 

Ephesians 4:16a – “From whom the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love.” 

Philippians 2:2 – “Fulfil ye my joy, that ye be likeminded, having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind.” 

I Corinthians 1:10 –“Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you; but that ye 
be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment.” 

I Corinthians 12:24, 25 – “For our comely parts have no need: but God hath tempered the body together, having given more abundant honour to that part which lacked:” 
25 “That there should be no schism in the body; but that the members should have the same care one for another.” 

Psalm 133:1 – “Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity!” 

D. Their Praying 
This was the meeting that could be called the “powerhouse of Pentecost” 

CONCLUSION

Consider the opposite situation 

How much could we expect the Lord to do through a church that was disobedient to the plain commands of His Word! 

A church that never expected to do much for God anyway 

A church that was racked by strife and disunity  

A church that never really prayed?? 
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