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INTRODUCTION –v. 19a 
“Now they which were scattered abroad upon the persecution that arose about Stephen travelled as far as Phenice, and Cyprus, and Antioch,…” 

The scenario changes 
Upon the “persecution” which arose at the time of Stephen’s death, many of the disciples at Jerusalem were scattered 
Acts 8:1 – “And Saul was consenting unto his death. And at that time there was a great persecution against the church which was at Jerusalem; and they were all scattered abroad throughout the regions of Judaea and Samaria, except the apostles” 

They traveled as far as “Phenice” 
This is a reference to Phoenicia which, for all practical purposes, is equivalent to modern day Lebanon 
Others journeyed to the Isle of “Cyprus” 
Just west of Syria in the Mediterranean Sea 

Some went even as far as “Antioch” on the Orontes River in what is present-day Syria (about 300 miles north of Jerusalem)   
Though there were several cities in the Roman Empire with this name, this Antioch was a large cosmopolitan area 
It possibly was the third largest city in the Roman Empire behind Rome and Alexandria 
As these Jewish believers fled, they went

“preaching the Word to none but unto the Jews only” who

likewise lived in these areas 
Satan’s attempt to stamp out the early church had backfired 
The more he opposed the church, the more it spread 
It is noted that some of the early believers were “men of

Cyprus and Cyrene.” 

Cyrene was a city on the south shore of the Mediterranean in what would be present day Libya, Africa  
However, what clearly is implied is that they also were believing Jews 
As we close out chapter 11 I’d like to preach on – 

“THE PROGRESS OF THE GOSPEL” 

~~~OPENING PRAYER~~~ 

I. THE “PROGRESS” OF THE GOSPEL – vs. 19b -21  

A. The Nature 
Up to chapter 10, the gospel was only being preached exclusively to the Jews 

“preaching the Word to none but unto the Jews only”
But now think of what just happened in chapter 10 

Salvation came unto the Gentiles

In the first half of chapter 11 Peter is confronted with this and the church concludes after Peter’s testimony –

Acts 11:18 – “When they heard these things, they held their peace, and glorified God, saying, Then hath God also to the Gentiles granted repentance unto life” 

Look now at v.20 
B. The Men (of Cyprus and Cyrene) 

“And some of them were men of Cyprus and Cyrene, which, when they were come to Antioch, spake unto the Grecians, preaching the Lord Jesus”

Notice the phrase “spake unto the Grecians”
Notice that there is no distinction made whether these were Jews only or Greeks were included

I’m of the persuasion that they were both (Jew & Gentile) and these men of Cyprus and Cyrene were being obedient to the Lord’s command to take the Gospel to all creatures 

Mark 16:15 – “And he said unto them, Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature” 
I think the Holy Spirit is making a contrast here 

At the end of v.19 He is saying that at the first, from the time of the stoning of Stephen, the church at Jerusalem …
“preached the Word to none but unto the Jews only”
But now from the time of the “Gentile Pentecost” at Caesarea the Church at large (these were folks sent out of the church at Jerusalem – Acts 8:4) were preaching to whosoever would listen! 
 C. The Results of Obedience  

 Notice what happens when you’re obedient to the Lord – 

V.21 – “And the hand of the Lord was with them: and a great number believed, and turned unto the Lord”  
Truth: God moves out in new directions as He wills, apart from any man-made plans 

These men were called, sent, commissioned and blessed of God through the Holy Spirit 
“And the hand of the Lord was with them:”

They were not prominent figures, just every-day ordinary men (unnamed) 

They traveled and spoke to the glory of God, they witnessed were ever they went 

They preached with determination and the Holy Spirit empowered them so that -  

“a great number believed, and turned unto the Lord”

THE “PROGRESS”
II. THE “CHURCH” AT ANTIOCH – vs. 22-26  

A. Barnabas is sent – v.22 
“Then tidings of these things came unto the ears of the church which was in Jerusalem: and they sent forth Barnabas, that he should go as far as Antioch”
Just like the Church at Jerusalem sent Peter and John out to visit, encourage and teach during the Samaritan revival 

Acts 8:14 – “Now when the apostles which were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the Word of God, they sent unto them Peter and John:” 

In like manner they send out Barnabas 

The Church at Jerusalem was using wisdom when they sent

him 

                                                                                                            We find Barnabas first mentioned in Acts 4:36-37 – 

“And Joses, who by the apostles was surnamed Barnabas, (which is, being interpreted, The son of consolation,) a Levite, and of the country of Cyprus,” 
”Having land, sold it, and brought the money, and laid it at the apostles' feet.” 

He was a Jew of the tribe of Levi who was originally from Cyprus 
He also had given a large donation to the church at Jerusalem  
It seems clear he was therefore a Hellenistic Jew himself and that is probably why the church sent him  
B. Barnabas’ Exhortation – v.23 
“Who, when he came, and had seen the grace of God, was glad, and exhorted them all, that with purpose of heart they would cleave unto the Lord”

1. Notice how Barnabas dealt with these new Christians 
He did not give them instruction as though he were some one of authority or superiority 

Instead he – 

“ was glad, and exhorted them all, that with purpose of heart they would cleave unto the Lord”

a. “purpose of heart” 
b. “cleave unto the Lord”
2. This should be the determination of us all!
Philippians 1:11 – “Being filled with the fruits of righteousness, which are by Jesus Christ, unto the glory and praise of God” 

C. Barnabas Himself – v.24 
“For he was a good man, and full of the Holy Ghost and of faith: and much people was added unto the Lord.”

We are told that “he was a Good man”

He was a man of kindness, love, he had a benevolent disposition – a humble man 

We are told in Acts 4:36 that his name meant “The son of consolation”
This is not to minimize learning, for we are to study to show ourselves approved

But the real power of a person isn’t in what he knows but in Who he knows!  

Barnabas was – 

“full of the Holy Ghost” and “faith” 
D. Saul (Paul) Joins Barnabas – v.25 

“Then departed Barnabas to Tarsus, for to seek Saul:”

We are not told why Barnabas went and got Paul but I would like to speculate 

You will remember it was Barnabas who introduced Paul to the other Apostles when he visited Jerusalem for the first time after his conversion 
Acts 9:27 – “But Barnabas took him, and brought him to the apostles, and declared unto them how he had seen the Lord in the way, and that he had spoken to him, and how he had preached boldly at Damascus in the name of Jesus.” 

I believe God gave Barnabas understanding about how He was going to use Paul as the Apostle to the Gentiles 

Barnabas, lead of God, got Paul to help with all the Gentiles being saved there in Antioch 

V.26 – “And when he had found him, he brought him unto Antioch. And it came to pass, that a whole year they assembled themselves with the church, and taught much people.”

E. A New Name – v.26 end of verse 
“And the disciples were called Christians first in Antioch.”

The word “Christian” is only found two other time in the scriptures 
                                                                                                                                         In Acts 26:28, after Paul gave his testimony to King Agrippa 
“Then Agrippa said unto Paul, Almost thou persuadest me to be a Christian.” 

And in I Peter 4:16 – “Yet if any man suffer as a Christian, let him not be ashamed; but let him glorify God on this behalf.” 

The name means “Christ-like” or “Like Christ” 
There is debate as how this name came about 

Some say it was used as a term of derision (mocking scorn) 

I personally doubt this 

I do not believe the term was bestowed lightly 
I believe these converts followed the Lord so closely that all they did reflected the Holy Ghost in them 

Acts 5:13 – “And of the rest durst no man join himself to them: but the people magnified them.” 
Colossians 2:6 – “As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in Him:” 

I Peter 2:21 – “For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow His steps:” 

I John 2:6 – “He that saith he abideth in Him ought himself also so to walk, even as He walked.” 

THE “PROGRESS” OF THE GOSPEL                                             THE “CHURCH” AT ANTIOCH 
III. THE CHRISTIAN “LOVE” – vs. 27-30  

A. The Prophecy – v.27 

“And in these days came prophets from Jerusalem unto Antioch.” 

Some prophets from Jerusalem came to help in the ministry of Antioch  

We do not know what led them to come: an invitation from Antioch or a commissioning by the Jerusalem church or some direction from the Holy Spirit 

Neither do we know how many came, but this one thing is sure: it was God's will that they came 

This is known by what follows:

There was a prophecy of great need 
One of the prophets, Agabus, predicted a world-wide famine      (Agabus – 21:10 came to Paul)
V.28 – “And there stood up one of them named Agabus, and signified by the Spirit that there should be great dearth 
throughout all the world: which came to pass in the days of Claudius Caesar.” 

  The prophecy was not a deduction, not of the reasoning ability of Agabus 
The prophecy was of the Holy Spirit 
  The famine took place in the reign of Claudius Caesar who ruled between A.D. 41-54 and is a historical fact 
B. The Determination – v.29 

“Then the disciples, every man according to his ability, determined to send relief unto the brethren which dwelt in Judaea:” 

There was a sharing of money and supplies 
Everyone sent relief to Jerusalem "according to his ability" 
The point to note is this: 
The newly born church at Antioch was now seen launching its own mission project 
They were now helping another church, the church that had originally helped them 
Look back at vs. 22-24 
C. The Sending – v.30 

“Which also they did, and sent it to the elders by the hands of Barnabas and Saul.” 

There was the sharing of laborers  
Note who was sent by the church: 
Their two chief ministers, Barnabas and Saul 
They delivered the offering to the elders at the Jerusalem church
Paul was later to encourage constant giving to the needs of God's people 
Romans 15:25-27 
I Corinthians 16:1-4 
II Corinthians 9: 6, 7 
Galatians 6:10 – "As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all men, especially unto them who are of the household of faith" 
I Timothy 6:18 –"That they do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to distribute, willing to communicate" 

CONCLUSION: 

I John 3:11- …  

- 1 -
- 12 -

