THE BOOK OF ACTS #32 
Deliverance By a Miracle – Acts 12:1-17 

DELIVERANCE BY                           A MIRACLE
DATE: 9/30/2009
TEXT: Acts 12:1-17
INTRODUCTION: 
This chapter records another round of persecution against the Church at Jerusalem 

Although it was fomented by the Jews, it was a politically motivated persecution by King Herod 
This was Herod Agrippa, grandson of the old king, and nephew to Herod Antipas, who caused John the Baptist to be beheaded, and who took a part in the trial of Jesus Christ  
During the life of Christ, Judea was under Roman governors; but it had been again erected into a kingdom, and, with several other neighboring countries, placed under the sway of this representative of the Herod family 

Josephus, the Jewish historian, noted that Herod Agrippa was “keenly fond of popularity” 

The Herod’s were decedents of Esau 
The strong Christian recognizes that persecutions will come    
                                                                                                                      The weak Christian resents the idea of being unpopular and will compromise his or her stand so as to fit in   
No one will be a successful Christian without suffering for the Lord 
God should be able to do with you as He sees fit 

Wither to die or to be delivered  
Note the words of Paul – 
II Timothy 3:12 – “Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.” 

Note also the words of our Lord – 
John 15:18-19 –“If the world hate you, ye know that it hated Me before it hated you. 
19 If ye were of the world, the world would love his own: but because ye are not of the world, but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you.” 
I’d like to preach to you on this thought – 

“Deliverance by a Miracle” 

~~~OPENING PRAYER~~~ 
I.  PETER’S “ARREST” – vs. 1-4 
A. A New Persecution (the 5th) – v.1  
“Now about that time Herod the king stretched forth his hands to vex certain of the church.”

We find now Herod beginning to persecute the Christians 
His persecution was politically motivated 

V. 3a – “because he saw it pleased the Jews,”
His ambition was for his own advancement 

B. The Death of James – vs. 2, 3 

v.2 – “And he killed James the brother of John with the sword.” 
The Bible is very clear which James this was:   

Three James in the Bible – 

1. James, the Son of Alphaeus (the “less”) Mark 15:40  

    He was an Apostle – Matthew 10:3
    Alphaeus, Greek; Cleophas, Hebrew 

    (Matthew’s father’s name was Alphaeus also)

 

2. James the Step-brother of Jesus
    Pastor of the Church at Jerusalem after the death                       

    of James, John’s brother
    Also the writer of the Book of James
                                                                                                                James is the third Christian to be martyr in the NT 
John the Baptist, Stephen, and now James (1st Apostle) 

Application: Turn to Mark 10:35-40 (
1. We are all going to Die – Hebrews 9:27    
2. We can “Know” – I John 5:13 
3. We should therefore be “fearless” – Psalm 23:4
4. It is “Precious” – Psalm 116:15
5. We have “Hope” in death – Proverbs 14:32 
6. There is “Great Gain” – Philippians 1:21 
7. The ultimate “Blessing” – Revelation 14:13  
v.3 – “And because he saw it pleased the Jews, he proceeded further to take Peter also. (Then were the days of unleavened bread.)” 

Herod sees how it pleases the Jews, so he places Peter in prison 

C. The Prison – v.4 
“And when he had apprehended him, he put him in prison, and delivered him to four quaternions of soldiers to keep him; intending after Easter to bring him forth to the people.”

Herod, rather than risk the displeasure of the Jewish leaders by executing Peter during Passover, put him in prison and took every precaution to see that he was kept there (to avoid, Acts 5) 
Thus giving the Jews ample assurance that he would bring the apostle to trial immediately after the Passover  

Note the phrase “four quaternions of soldiers”

A quaternion was a company of 4 soldiers, 4 x 4 = 16 men 

The Romans divided the night into 4 watches of three hours 

Thus 4 soldiers would be on guard for 3 hrs, and would be relieved by another group of 4  

Though Peter was in prison under heavy guard, Herod could not imprison the power of God 
Application: The Prisons of Life 

One of the striking things about the Law of the Lord is the fact that God authorized no prisons among His people  
When a person committed a crime in Israel, their punishment was to be swift and sure, and it was to be a punishment that fit their crime (Cities of Refuge) 
Yet, throughout history, kings and other rulers have built prisons to contain political enemies and lawbreakers  
Joseph was in prison

Joseph was there because Potiphar wanted to punish him   
But, in reality, Joseph was there because God wanted to promote him  
                                                                                                                    God used a time of confinement as a time of refinement in the life of Joseph   
God prepared Joseph for leadership by sending him to the lockup 

Samson was sent to Prison, why? Because he walked away from the Lord, The Prison of self will, his own choosing   

John the Baptist was in Prison, in that Prison he doubted

Jeremiah the Prophet was in Prison, the Prison of God’s Purposes 

Later we will see Paul and Silas in a Prison in Philippi 

But in their Prison they had learned to sing Praises     

In the Book of Acts the more the people suffered, the more the church grew
As the children of God, the only way we will grow in His Grace and Knowledge is thru the Prisons of Life  
PETER’S “ARREST”
II. PETER’S “DELIVERANCE” – vs.5, 6 
A. Peter's “Fate” – v. 5a  
“Peter therefore was kept in prison:”

Herod’s plan was to have Peter killed  

                                                                                                                    B. Peter's “Friends” – v. 5b

“but prayer was made without ceasing of the church unto God for him.” 

Application: A church praying in one accord makes a powerful impact on the throne of God! 
Acts 1:14 – “These all continued with one accord in prayer and supplication, with the women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brethren”
Acts 2:46 – “And they, continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house,” 

Acts 4:24 – “And when they heard that, they lifted up their voice to God with one accord,” 

If you were to study out each of these passages you would see God answering their prayer 

1. “Unceasing” Prayer
I Thessalonians 5:17 – “Pray without ceasing.” 

The church remained in an attitude of prayer for Peter 
Scheduled Public prayer times, private prayer time (protracted)   

2. “Unfainting” Prayer
Luke 18:1 – “And he spake a parable unto them to this end, that men ought always to pray, and not to faint;” 

Never give up 
Though we may not see an answer to our prayers we must keep praying 

3. “Unlimited” Power
James 5:16 – “Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be healed. The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much.” 

There is no limit to the power of prayer 
It changes people, things and circumstances  

C. Peter's “Faith” – v.6  
                                                                                                                  “And when Herod would have brought him forth, the same night Peter was sleeping between two soldiers, bound with two chains: and the keepers before the door kept the prison.”

Though in prison and bound with chains, yet Peter was sleeping 
What faith!
David, while running from King Saul wrote – 

Psalm 3:5, 6 – “I laid me down and slept; I awaked; for the LORD sustained me.” 
”I will not be afraid of ten thousands of people, that have set themselves against me round about.” 

Perhaps he knew Philippians 4:7
“And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.” 

PETER’S “ARREST”
PETER’S “DELIVERANCE”
III. PETER’S “PRISON” – vs. 7-11  

A. Divine “Provision” – vs. 7, 8 
“And, behold, the angel of the Lord came upon him, and a light shined in the prison: and he smote Peter on the side, and raised him up, saying, Arise up quickly. And his chains fell off from his hands.” 
“And the angel said unto him, Gird thyself, and bind on thy sandals. And so he did. And he saith unto him, Cast thy garment about thee, and follow me.”
Daniel testified – 

Daniel 6:22a – “My God hath sent his angel, and hath shut the lions' mouths, that they have not hurt me: forasmuch as before him innocency was found in me; and also before thee, O king, have I done no hurt.” 

1. The “Freedom” – v.7end 

“And his chains fell off from his hands.” 

The chains are loosed; he is set free! 

2. The “Following” – v.8
“And the angel said unto him, Gird thyself, and bind on thy sandals. And so he did. And he saith unto him, Cast thy garment about thee, and follow me.”  
Peter is told to follow the angel 

B. Divine “Power” – vs. 9-11  
At first Peter thought he was dreaming 
v.9b – “and wist not that it was true which was done by the angel; but thought he saw a vision.”

Now he knows it is God's power that is setting him free
v.11 – “And when Peter was come to himself, he said, Now I know of a surety, that the Lord hath sent his angel,” 

PETER’S “ARREST”
PETER’S “DELIVERANCE”
PETER’S “PRISON”
IV. “POWER OF PRAYER” – vs. 12-17  

A. The “Freedom” – v.12 
“And when he had considered the thing, he came to the house of Mary the mother of John, whose surname was Mark; where many were gathered together praying.” 
Peter goes to the home where the people are praying for him  
The Bible says we should pray for one another
Galatians 6:2 – “Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ.” 

We should help bear other people's burdens  

B. The “Faithless” – vs. 13-16  (
Rhoda hears Peter's voice at the door  
Those who were praying didn't believe her  

C. The “Favor” – v.17 
“But he, beckoning unto them with the hand to hold their peace, declared unto them how the Lord had brought him out of the prison. And he said, Go shew these things unto James, and to the brethren. And he departed, and went into another place.” 
It pleased God to free Peter and show His power over the forces of man  

CONCLUSION: 

God freed Peter, only later, tradition tell us dieing by being crucified upside down 
Some people God delivers; others he permits to suffer and die 
                                                                                                                        All the Apostles with the exception of John faced death by the non-Christians 
                                                                                                                 Paul had scars upon his body for the sake of the gospel 

Galatians 6:17 – “From henceforth let no man trouble me: for I bear in my body the marks of the Lord Jesus.” 
Hebrews 12:4 – “Ye have not yet resisted unto blood, striving against sin.” 

Do you love Christ enough to die for Him? 
Die to Self, the allure of the World etc. 

If a person cannot live for God, then they could never die for Him 
We have been “Delivered by a Great Miracle”
The Miracle of the Death, Burial and Resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ 

PETER’S “ARREST”
PETER’S “DELIVERANCE”
PETER’S “PRISON”
“POWER OF PRAYER”
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