THE BOOK OF ACTS #32
The Fight is On – Acts 13:13-52

THE FIGHT IS ON
DATE: 10/28/2009 Wed.
TEXT: Acts 13:13-52
INTRODUCTION: 
In Acts chapter 10 we saw God opening the door of salvation to the Gentiles 

And at the beginning of chapter 13 we see God calling out Paul and Barnabas to their first missionary assignment  

They were not self-appointed, nor were they appointed by men  

As they were serving the Lord, the Holy Ghost called them out, saying in v.2 –
“Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work...”
They were appointed, sent and accountable to God! 
(And of course to their local church also, we’ll see that later)  

Soon they found they faced opposition in the form of a false prophet by the name of Elymas  

God, through Paul, struck Elymas with a blindness, and he had to be led away  

Some would assume now that was taken care of, there would be no more opposition? 
I can’t say enough about how untrue that is! 

Satan will continue to oppose as long as the gospel of Christ is preached
Even unto the day God casts him into his final place of torment 
As long as we tell lost people this gospel, we are going to fight one battle after another 
Paul compares the Christian life to running a race and a boxing contest in I Corinthians 9: 26, 27 – 

“I therefore so run, not as uncertainly; so fight I, not as one that beateth the air:” 

A boxer has to fight his way up, and once he is on top, he has to continue to win fights against all who would challenge him, in order to stay on top 
Paul was in constant conflict with Satan wherever he went 
We need to realize that Satan is going to relentless in the same way (Are you ready?) 

I’d like to preach on – “THE FIGHT IS ON”
~~~OPENING PRAYER~~~ 

I. THE INVITATION
Look at vs. 13-15 
We read – “Now when Paul and his company loosed from Paphos, they came to Perga in Pamphylia: and John departing from them returned to Jerusalem. But when they departed from Perga, they came to Antioch in Pisidia, and went into the synagogue on the sabbath day, and sat down. And after the reading of the law and the prophets the rulers of the synagogue sent unto them, saying, Ye men and brethren, if ye have any word of exhortation for the people, say on.” 

Notice the Bible tells us Paul and Barnabas – 
“…went into the synagogue on the sabbath day...” 
As soon as they had reached their destination  

Why? Because this is something that Christians do … 
They look for places and opportunities to witness for the Lord 

When they arrived look what happened – 
It was customary in Jewish synagogues of that day for visiting rabbis and prominent visitors to be seated in the seats of the rabbis 
Paul, as a rabbi trained at the feet of Gamaliel, would be accorded this courtesy (I’m sure he was looking Rabbish)  
No doubt, he hoped to be asked to speak, which was not unusual  
It was also the custom in the synagogues of that day for the law and the prophets to be read first and then a sermon to be delivered 
If visiting dignitaries were present, they might be given the opportunity to preach the sermon  
That is exactly what happened here  

Well, Paul and Barnabas were just sitting there and after the scriptures were read, the rulers of the synagogue said – 
In v.15 – “...ye men and brethren, if ye have any word of exhortation for the people, say on.” 

That’s all Paul had to hear (kinda like saying sicum to a dog) 

A congregation should never give a preacher a chance to open his mouth if they do not mean it 
Jesus had promised that the gospel would go to the ends of the earth 
And now we see the beginning of the fulfillment of that promise, as the gospel was preached to the people of Asia Minor 
Let’s look at Paul’s Message   - Vs. 16-22  (
First Paul began his sermon with a little history lesson 
He did that for several reasons  

Keep in mind, this was a predominately Jewish congregation 
He shared something with them that they all had in common, their history

· He wanted to show them that they, the Jews, were God’s chosen people, and remind them that the nation once was led by judges, then by kings, and from the lineage of David came Jesus 
Now much of the sermon that Paul preached in vs. 19-41, did not bother the Jews who were there 

· Paul could have talked all day about Israel being led by Judges for four hundred fifty years 

· He could have talked all day about how they had asked for a king, and that Saul, the son of Cis, had been their first king 

· In fact, it thrilled them to hear Paul talk of King David 
But then he said something they were not so thrilled about

· He said in v.23 – 
“Of this man‘s seed hath God according to His promise raised unto Israel a Saviour, Jesus.”  

· Things got even thicker when he said in, v.28 – 
“And though they found no cause of death in Him, yet desired they Pilate that He should be slain.” 

· Worse yet, after Paul said that the Jews had killed Jesus 
He went on to say in v.30 – 
“But God raised Him from the dead” 

Those Jews could live with killing Jesus, but they did not want to be told that Jesus was alive, and they still would have to deal with Him 
But whether lost man wants to hear it or not 
It is still the truth …  
And they have yet to deal with Him as their Judge!

Ill. When Charles G. Finney was a young lawyer, he was sitting in a village law office here in New York 
It was very early in the morning and he was all alone, when the Lord began to deal with him 
He said the Lord spoke to him, “Finnev, what are you going to do when you finish your course? 
Put out a shingle and practice law? 
Then what? Get rich. Then what? Retire. Then what? Die 
Then what?  And the word came trembling “The judgment!”
Hebrews 9:27 – “And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment:” 

The Jews did not want to hear about a Savior that they rejected, and killed  
THE INVITATION
I’ll bet they had second thoughts about inviting Paul to Preach

Look at the reactions to what they heard 
II. THE REACTION
There were two kinds of people there:

First there was the –  
A.
The Hungry 
Vs. 42-43 – “And when the Jews were gone out of the synagogue, the Gentiles besought that these words might be preached to them the next Sabbath” “Now when the congregation was broken up, many of the Jews and religious proselytes followed Paul and Barnabas: who, speaking to them, persuaded them to continue in the grace of God.”  
His audience was two fold: v.16 says “men of Israel” and                             “ye that fear God” 

The latter, no doubt, is a reference to gentiles who were in some state of becoming a proselyte (someone converted)   

Judaism of the day recognized two types of proselytes: 

(1) Those, who having converted to Judaism altogether and being circumcised, were called ‘proselytes of righteousness’ 

(2) ‘Proselytes of the gate’ were gentiles sympathetic to Judaism, following many of its tenets, though not yet circumcised (Cornelius was most likely one of these) 
There no doubt were both in the audience 

While many of the Jewish religious leaders rejected what Paul had to say, many others, along with many gentiles, wanted to hear more, and the next Sabbath bore testimony to how the Word of God had spread  

Look at v.44, we read “And the next sabbath day came almost the whole city together to hear the word of God” 

It certainly would be a blessing if folks were that eager to hear God’s Word today!
Ill. It has been estimated that 95% of the professing Christians have never ever attempted to lead a soul to Christ 
This is a good indication of how unexcited people are about the Lord Jesus 
Ill. For over thirty years the Salvation Army, and William Booth in particular, were subjected to some of the vilest persecutions Christians have suffered in modem times, but the General lived to see the day his army would be honored around the world 
His own King Edward VII invited him to Buckingham Palace in 1904 
All the persecutions and trials of the previous decades must have seemed insignificant to Booth as he heard King Edward say, “You are doing a good work--a great work, General Booth” 

When the king asked Booth to write in his autograph album, the old man - now seventy-five - bent forward, took the pen, and summed up his life’s work:

“Your Majesty,  Some men’s ambition is art, Some men’s ambition is fame, Some men’s ambition is gold, My ambition is the souls of men.”

The men and women that heard Paul must have had that same ambition, because the next week they had almost the whole city out to hear God’s Word 
The Hungry 
But there was another group there also-

B.
The Haters
Look at v.45 – “But when the Jews saw the multitudes, they were filled with envy, and spake against those things which were spoken by Paul, contradicting and blaspheming.” 

Notice that the scripture says – “...But when the Jews saw the multitudes, they were filled with envy” 

Anytime the green-eyed monster of jealousy pops up, there is trouble 
People do not degrade people that they love, they degrade people they are jealous of  

The Bible says the “ Jews ... were filled with envy… against those things which were spoken by Paul… contradicting and blaspheming”

Ill.
Charles Cotton said, “For the one man who sincerely pities our misfortunes, there are a thousand who sincerely hate our success”

Those Jewish leaders were envious because of the multitudes who wanted to hear Paul expound the Word of God
THE INVITATION

THE REACTION 
Lastly look at: 

III. THE REMINDER
The Bible says in v.46 – “Then Paul and Barnabas waxed bold, and said, It was necessary that the word of God should first have been spoken to you: but seeing ye put it from you, and judge yourselves unworthy of everlasting life, lo, we turn to the Gentiles” 

Some folks have the idea that meekness is synonymous with weakness
They expect Christians to be weak, and to cower down to them  

Paul did not do that 
He knew he was sent, directed, and anointed by God! 

When the devil tried to oppose God’s work, he reminded this crowd of rejecters that the gospel was first sent to them 
But since they did not want it, God would give it to the gentiles 
A. The Message 
Look at vs. 47-49 – “For so hath the Lord commanded us, saying, I have set thee to be a light of the Gentiles, that thou shouldest be for salvation unto the ends of the earth”                                  

“And when the Gentiles heard this, they were glad, and glorified the word of the Lord: and as many as were ordained to eternal life believed” “And the word of the Lord was published throughout all the region.” 

The gentiles had been taught for years that God was a God of the Jews only
That they were not worthy of the gospel 
So it thrilled them to hear Paul say that God had sent him to them, and that they were worthy of the gospel 
The Message 
B. The Madness
Look at v.50 – “But the Jews stirred up the devout and honourable women, and the chief men of the city, and raised persecution against Paul and Barnabas, and expelled them out of their coasts.” 

Those people did not know what they were doing 
That town was in the midst of a revival like they had never seen before - almost the whole city was turning out to hear about the Savior Who had died for them  

The jealous leaders instigated opposition that resulted in Paul and Barnabas being expelled from their coast 
Here we see two tragic things:

1. Men and Women in authority who misuse their authority 
Even today we see this 
How sad it will be when our elected officials stand before Christ to give account for using their power and influence and they used it to fight the things of God 
Our Judges, Lawmakers etc. 

(Romans 13:1-7 –  (
2.
These jealous leaders tried to extinguish the revival 

Listen, there isn’t much revival in America today 
Because many of our elected officials are doing everything they can to rid this nation of godliness  

Had those evil men in Paul’s day not opposed the work of God 
Only God knows what would have happened there  

But, whatever could have happened in a greater way did not happen
Those men still will have to answer to God for what they did 
As will our elected officials of today 
In Antioch, the Jewish leaders were angry, and had Paul and Barnabas expelled  “…out of their coasts”
The Message, the Madness 
C. The Maneuver 
Look at vs.51-52 – “But they shook off the dust of their feet against them, and came unto Iconium. And the disciples were filled with joy, and with the Holy Ghost.” 

Paul and Barnabas may have had to change their plans, 
But the gospel they preached remained the same  

Jesus told the disciples in Mark 6:11 – “And whosoever shall not receive you, nor hear you, when ye depart thence, shake off the dust under your feet for a testimony against them....” 

This is exactly what Paul and Barnabas did 
Notice, “.. for a testimony against them...” 

Could it be that the Lord will use that very dust on judgment day, as evidence that Paul and Barnabas were there with the gospel and they rejected it? 
It very well could be! 

Notice, Paul and Barnabas did not allow the sad condition of those men to rob them of their joy – 
“And the disciples were filled with joy, and with the Holy Ghost.”

CONCLUSION
The Fight Is On folks 

Romans 8:31 – “What shall we then say to these things? 
If God be for us, who can be against us?” 
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III. THE REMINDER
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