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INTRODUCTION: 
We left off last time in v.18 with Paul and Barnabas just barely convincing the people of Lystra not to make sacrifices to them – (this came after seeing the crippled man healed) 
“And with these sayings scarce restrained they the people, that they had not done sacrifice unto them.”
Boy, you never know what’s going to happen as you give out the Gospel! 

You better always be ready

~~~OPENING PRAYER~~~ 

I. THE SEVERITY OF THE OPPOSITION – vs. 19, 20 

“And there came thither certain Jews from Antioch and Iconium, who persuaded the people, and, having stoned Paul, drew him out of the city, supposing he had been dead.” 
”Howbeit, as the disciples stood round about him, he rose up, and came into the city: and the next day he departed with Barnabas to Derbe.”

A. Satan’s Instruments – v.19a 
“And there came thither certain Jews from Antioch and Iconium, who persuaded the people,” 
Jews from Antioch and Iconium showed up in town 

Probably the same ones that had earlier driven them out of the same towns 

It seems they were not satisfied with just that 
It goes to show with what zeal Satan will persecute the Church of God 
In any event, they incited the town against them (“persuaded the people,”) and proceeded to stone Paul 
Paul was accused of many things during his ministry: 

( When he cast out the fortuneteller’s spirit in Acts 16:21 –
“And teach customs, which are not lawful for us to receive, neither to observe, being Romans.” 

( In Acts 17:6 he was accused of turning the world upside down – “And when they found them not, they drew Jason and certain brethren unto the rulers of the city, crying, These that have turned the world upside down are come hither also;” 

( And when he went before Felix in Acts 24:5, 6a – 

“For we have found this man a pestilent fellow, and a mover of sedition among all the Jews throughout the world, and a ringleader of the sect of the Nazarenes:” 
”Who also hath gone about to profane the temple: …” 

Those who live apart from God often seek to stir up others to act with them, as if to justify their own position 

It could be that some of these Jews traveled 100 miles just to cause trouble! 

How quickly people can change, one minute their for you, the next minute against you as in vs. 11-13, 18 
B. Paul is “Stoned” – v. 19b  

“…and, having stoned Paul, drew him out of the city, supposing he had been dead.”
The word translated as “drew” literally means ‘dragged’ 
Paul was dragged out of the city and presumed dead 

Paul was stoned, presumed dead, and dragged out of the city
Paul alludes to this in II Corinthians 11:25 as having been stoned once 

II Corinthians 11:25 – “Thrice was I beaten with rods, once was I stoned, thrice I suffered shipwreck, a night and a day I have been in the deep;” 

It may very well be that Paul in fact did die or at least was on the very threshold of death 

This is what is known as Paul’s “Paradise Experience” 

The time Paul was allowed to be “caught up to the third heaven” as described in some detail in II Corinthians 12:1-5 – (
Paul would write in his introduction to the Book of II Corinthians this – 

II Corinthians 1:8, 9 – “For we would not, brethren, have you ignorant of our trouble which came to us in Asia, that we were pressed out of measure, above strength, insomuch that we despaired even of life:” 
”But we had the sentence of death in ourselves, that we should not trust in ourselves, but in God which raiseth the dead:”
C. Paul is “Revived” – v. 20a 
“Howbeit, as the disciples stood round about him,”
The Holy Spirit doesn’t see fit to give us much more then this short phrase 
It wouldn’t be difficult to imagine the reaction in the hearts and minds of these saints as they gathered around the crumpled, bleeding body of their beloved Paul 
Some surely wept, others were angry, but you know all were praying! 

It would be unreasonable to suppose otherwise 

I believe that they prayed just like those who prayed for Peter to be released from jail in Acts 12 – 

“…but prayer was made without ceasing of the church unto God for him.” 
James 5:16b says – “The effectual (intended to produce a desired result) fervent (passionate enthusiasm) prayer of a righteous man availeth much.” 

Notice the response God as to our prayers 
The Bible says – “he rose up,” 
Many Bible deniers would love to write this all off as Paul simply fainting (yah, right!) 

D. Paul “Moves on” – v.20b  
“…and came into the city: and the next day he departed with Barnabas to Derbe.”

Here is further evidence of God’s miracle – the fact that Paul, immediately after being stoned walked back into the city! 
Not only that, but the very next day leaves with Barnabas for Derbe 

Without a miracle, a body would never have been able to accomplish that

He also was certainly a man of great physical toughness 

Also the thought that they would even want to continue!! 

What a contrast to modern Christianity, today just a little adversity causes us to change our minds 

James 1:8 says “a double minded man is unstable in all his ways” 
These events and the testimony of Paul no doubt had a profound impact on the lives of all those saints 

And especially on one teenage boy – 

II Timothy 3:10, 11 – “But thou(Timothy) hast fully known my doctrine, manner of life, purpose, faith, longsuffering, charity, patience,” 
”Persecutions, afflictions, which came unto me at Antioch, at Iconium, at Lystra; what persecutions I endured: but out of them all the Lord delivered me.” 

II. THE PLAN OF EVANGELISM – vs. 21-26  
There are many ideas about the exact nature of evangelism 
Some think in terms of “dark jungles” and “heathen people”

Some think in terms of “foreign” or “home” missions 

Others think of missionary work as medical, educational, or the general civilizing of others 

Biblical Evangelism is spelled out in Matthew 28:19, 20 – 

Go, preach, baptize, and teach 

It is to be conducted were ever lost people are found 

This passage elaborates on some of the elements of the “Great Commission” 

A. They ‘Preached the Gospel’ – v.21a 
“And when they had preached the gospel to that city,” 
I Corinthians 15:1-4 - (
This is always the first responsibility of Paul and his missionary team! (And should be ours also) 
Acts 8:25 – “And they, when they had testified and preached the word of the Lord, returned to Jerusalem, and preached the gospel in many villages of the Samaritans.” (Peter)
Acts 13:5 – “And when they were at Salamis, they preached the word of God in the synagogues of the Jews: and they had also John to their minister” 

Acts 14:7, 25 – “And there they preached the gospel” 

“And when they had preached the word in Perga, they went down into Attalia:” 

Acts 15:36 – “And some days after Paul said unto Barnabas, Let us go again and visit our brethren in every city where we have preached the word of the Lord, and see how they do.” 

Romans 15:19 – “Through mighty signs and wonders, by the power of the Spirit of God; so that from Jerusalem, and round about unto Illyricum, I have fully preached the gospel of Christ” 

Galatians 4:13 –“Ye know how through infirmity of the flesh I preached the gospel unto you at the first” 

I Peter 1:12 – “Unto whom it was revealed, that not unto themselves, but unto us they did minister the things, which are now reported unto you by them that have preached the gospel unto you with the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven; which things the angels desire to look into” 

I Corinthians 9:16 – “For though I preach the gospel, I have nothing to glory of: for necessity is laid upon me; yea, woe is unto me, if I preach not the gospel!” 

They went, they Preached! (On purpose, deliberately!)  
Apart from Gospel preaching there can be no baptizing or discipling 

B. They ‘Taught’ Many – v.21b 
“…and had taught many,” 
Derbe was located about 30 miles SE of Lystra

In Derbe they “taught many” What? The Christian Life 

An indication that here, too, the apostle had a successful ministry 

We don’t hear of any persecution either, Amen!   
Another notable covert to Christ came from this city; his name was Gaius – Acts 20:4 
Teaching believers the Word of God takes time and patience!

II Timothy 2:24 – “And the servant of the Lord must not strive; but be gentle unto all men, apt to teach, patient,” 

Whether it is our families; Dad! Our children; Mom! 

Our Sunday school classes; teacher! Our members; Pastor! 

C. They ‘Confirmed’ Many – v.21c, 22a 

“they (then) returned again to Lystra, and to Iconium, and Antioch,”
“Confirming the souls of the disciples,” 

What is meant here is that these evangelist/missionaries worked with the new converts and churches 

Acts 15:41 – “And he went through Syria and Cilicia, confirming the churches.” 

Reaffirming the message already preached 

What is implied, however, is now their ministry was one of strengthening the young churches planted rather than public preaching and witnessing 

The word “confirming” carries the sense to ‘establish’ or to ‘strengthen’ 

It in no way conveys the contemporary idea of ‘confirmation’ so prevalent in protestant churches 

Rather, Paul returned to these young believers who had turned to Christ in the face of family disapproval and even worse opposition to be an encouragement 
It involved them returning to places from whence they had force to leave

The reason was to complete the last part of the “Great Commission” – TEACH 

The Gospel can only be confirmed by good Bible teaching lead by the Holy Spirit’s conviction 
D. They ‘Exhorted’ Many – v.22b 
“…and exhorting them to continue in the faith…”
The Exhortation was that the Christian life would not be easy! 

These young churches needed encouraging which is exactly

what the word “exhorting” means  
His encouragement, among other things, was that …

“…we must through much tribulation enter into the kingdom of God.”

That remains true to this day 
The Christian life at times is not an easy road to travel  
There is temptation and often opposition, especially as we seize the initiative and take the gospel to others 

Consider what Paul says in I Thessalonians 3:1-5 – (
In no way is Paul implying that Christians must go through the Tribulation as some mid or post-tribulation rapturists claim 
E. They ‘Organized’ Churches – v.23 
“And when they had ordained elders in every church, and had prayed with fasting, they commended them to the Lord, on whom they believed.”

By ordaining elders (Pastors) in each of the new churches, Paul and Barnabas not only formed the converts into “Assemblies of baptized believers” (churches), but properly organized them 

Titus 1:5 – “For this cause left I thee in Crete, that thou shouldest set in order the things that are wanting, and ordain elders in every city, as I had appointed thee:” 
The ordaining (choosing, electing) of Pastors is necessary for the organizing of a church 
F. These Churches became ‘Established’ 
The success of these churches is evidenced in the fact that Paul and Silas would revisit these churches some 5 -10 years later  
Acts 15:36, 41 – “And some days after Paul said unto Barnabas, Let us go again and visit our brethren in every city where we have preached the word of the Lord, and see how they do.”

“And he went through Syria and Cilicia, confirming the churches.” 

Acts 16:1, 6 – “Then came he to Derbe and Lystra: and, behold, a certain disciple was there, named Timotheus, the son of a certain woman, which was a Jewess, and believed; but his father was a Greek:”

“Now when they had gone throughout Phrygia and the region of Galatia, and were forbidden of the Holy Ghost to preach the word in Asia,” 

CONCLUSION – vs. 26-28 

These verses are narrative and need little comment 
They simply let us know that Paul and Barnabas continued on their retracing journey toward Antioch in Syria, their Home Church 

Missions was one of the very first endeavors of the early church
And it is still one of the nearest and dearest to the heart of God 

It sad to see that the churches are doing so little to reach the lost!
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