THE BOOK OF ACTS #40 
The Gospel Comes to Greece – Acts 17:1-9

THEY TURNED THE WORLD UPSIDE DOWN                 
DATE: 2/3/2010

TEXT: Acts 17:1-9 

INTRODUCTION: 

The first portion of Acts 17 concludes the record of Paul’s ministry in Macedonia 
After departing Philippi, Paul and his party traveled further south in Macedonia 
Though passing through other cities, their major ministries were to be in Thessalonica and Berea 
In both places, opposition generated by antagonistic Jews forced Paul to move on 
Nevertheless, significant New Testament churches were planted in both of these cities 
Considerable insight in Paul’s ministry at Thessalonica (not mentioned by Luke in Acts) is found in his later epistles to the Thessalonians 
Upon fleeing from Berea, Paul arrived in Athens, the cultural and philosophical capital of the world 
There he soon enters into debate with the cultural elite and ultimately is allowed to preach at the very center of this pagan cultural center 
History: Thessalonica was rebuilt on the ancient city of Therma by the Macedonian King, Cassander (c.315 B.C.) 
In Roman times, it was the chief city of one of the four divisions of Macedonia, strategically located on an important  ancient highway (Called the Egnatian Way) 
Along with Corinth and Ephesus, it was one of the major cities of commerce
Thessalonica was a great commercial city at the head of the Thermaic Gulf on the Aegean Sea 

As a political seat, it ranked with Antioch of Syria and Caesarea in Palestine 

It truly was a strategic city and would become a sounding board for the gospel 
Later Paul, in writing to the Thessalonians, noted – 
“From you sounded out the Word of the Lord not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every place” (I Thess. 1:8)
Thessalonica remained an important city of the Byzantine empire and was at the forefront of the struggle between ‘Christianity’ and ‘Mohammedans’  

Presently it is the sight of the modern city of Saloniki and is Greece’s second largest city

We begin chapter 17 with Paul and his companions traveling from Philippi via Amphipolis and Apollonia to Thessalonica
Read v.1  

The journey from Philippi to Thessalonica was about 100 miles

I believe the Holy Spirit had Paul pass quickly through these other city so that he could begin immediately the founding of a very important church that would eventually reach these other cities

It’s interesting to note that Luke uses the pronoun “they”
Indicating he was not with Paul, Silas and Timothy 

Luke probably remained with the fledgling church at Philippi to help establish it 

We find him rejoining Paul from Philippi about 6 yrs. later recorded in Acts 20:6  

~~~OPENING PRAYER~~~ 

I. THE “MINISTRY” OF THE GOSPEL – vs. 2, 3 

I want us to notice the consistent method of Paul’s work 

Note three important keys to Paul’s evangelism: 

A. He Went To the People – v.2a 

“And Paul, as his manner was, went in unto them,” 

Paul went into where? 

Look back at the end of v.1 

“they came to (Thessalonica, where was) a synagogue of the Jews:”

Paul used the Sabbath Day gatherings of the Jews to his advantage 

(This verse does not teach that Christians should keep the Sabbath, Saturday)

Paul preached on Saturday day to take advantage of the folks being together 

Do you think this would have worked if he went on Sunday? 

Paul was ready always to give an answer to every man 

I Thessalonians 2:9 – “For ye remember, brethren, our labour and travail: for labouring night and day, because we would not be chargeable unto any of you, we preached unto you the gospel of God.” 

B. Paul used the Scriptures – v.2b 

“and … reasoned with them out of the scriptures,”
Paul understood the Power of the Gospel 

The Word of God is our Primary Weapon 

Ephesians 6:17 – “And take (the helmet of salvation, and) the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God:” 
Hebrews 4:12 – “For the Word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart” 

It’s the only thing that the Holy Spirit uses to regenerate lost men 

Romans 10:17 – “So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God” 

I Peter 1:23 – “Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the Word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever.” 

I Thessalonians 1:5 – “For our gospel came not unto you in word only, but also in power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in much assurance; as ye know what manner of men we were among you for your sake.” 

I Thessalonians 2:13 – “For this cause also thank we God without ceasing, because, when ye received the Word of God which ye heard of us, ye received it not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the Word of God, which effectually worketh also in you that believe.” 

C. Paul Presented the Gospel Clearly – v.3 

“Opening and alleging,(explaining) that Christ must needs have suffered, and risen again from the dead; and that this Jesus, whom I preach unto you, is Christ.”

Isaiah 53 speaks of the suffering Saviour 
We must understand that there must be different approaches for different people when presenting God’s Plan of Salvation: 

1. The Jews need to see Christ in the Law and the Prophets of the Old Testament (as seen here) 

2. The Gentiles need to see Christ as their Creator 

Acts 14 
Nevertheless, in every case the Gospel of the Death, Burial and Resurrection of Christ must be presented 

To both the Jew and Gentile 

Romans 1:16 – “For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.”

Paul had a well orchestrated plan for evangelism and he implemented it wherever he went! (Do you?) 

The “Ministry” of the Gospel  

II. THE “FRUIT” OF THE GOSPEL – v.4 
“And some of them believed, and consorted with Paul and Silas; and of the devout Greeks a great multitude, and of the chief women not a few”
Some Jews believed – “And some of them(Jews) believed”
A multitude of devout Greeks – “and of the devout Greeks a great multitude” were saved
These were those we called the “proselytes of the gate”  

A term used of a gentile, who, if not officially a proselyte to Judaism, at least one who was unofficially so, gentiles who though uncircumcised believed in the God of Israel 

It says that many influential women also came to trust Christ 
“and of the chief women not a few”
I Thessalonians 1:9, 10 – “For they themselves shew of us what manner of entering in we had unto you, and how ye turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God;” 
”And to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, even Jesus, which delivered us from the wrath to come”

This passage which also indicate that many non-Jews were saved also 

A. A Church is Established 

Paul wrote the epistle of I Thessalonians shortly after his departure from that city 

It is addressed to the “Church” of the Thessalonians 

This is what evangelism is all about – winning souls, baptizing converts and establishing a NT Baptist church

This church was organized, with several men ordained as pastors 

I Thessalonians 5:12, 13 – “And we beseech you, brethren, to know them which labour among you, and are over you in the Lord, and admonish you;” 
”And to esteem them very highly in love for their work's sake. And be at peace among yourselves” 

B. A Strong Church is Establish 

It is remarkable that over a relatively short period of time such a strong church was established 

Paul spent only three Sabbaths (v.2) preaching in the synagogue 

However Philippians 4:16 and I Thessalonians 2:9 indicate they remained with the new church for some time 

The doctrines covered in the epistles of I & II Thessalonians indicates the extent of their grounding 

The prominent theme of both epistles is the return of Jesus Christ (in the light of severe persecution) 

C. An Evangelistic Church is Established 

Like the other churches of Macedonia (Philippi, Berea) 

The church at Thessalonica took seriously the Lord’s return (and being ready) 

II Corinthians 8:1-5 – (
Aristarchus and Secundus (Acts 20:4, 27:2) and possibly Demas (II Timothy 4:10) were men of Thessalonica who later joined with Paul and his team 

The “Ministry” of the Gospel 
The “Fruit” of the Gospel 

III. THE “OPPOSITION” OF THE GOSPEL – vs. 5-9 

Satan’s greatest opposition is reserved for God’s greatest works 

This persecution involved: 

A. Physical Abuse – end of v.5 
“and assaulted the house of Jason, and sought to bring them out to the people”

Jason was one of those who believed 

Romans 16:21 – “Timotheus my workfellow, and Lucius, and Jason, and Sosipater, my kinsmen, salute you.” 
It seems he had opened up his home as a meeting place for the new church 

Perhaps he was ordained as its first pastor 

He had to post bond before being freed – v.9 
B. Lies – v.7 

The Bible says that “the Jews which believed not, moved with envy, took unto them certain lewd fellows of the baser sort,”
These low lives’s made false accusations against them and said –  

“these all do contrary to the decrees of Caesar, saying that there is another king, one Jesus”

This is a very common tactic of Satan 

Perhaps this is the reason for the warning found in Ephesians 4:27 – 

“Neither give place to the devil.” 
He will take advantage of every opportunity that he can! 

C. Slander – v.8 

It is interesting to note that the religious people of the city resorted to hiring others to do their dirty work

The motivation for this persecution was envy –a v.5 

“moved with envy,” 
Mark 15:10 – “For he (Pilate) knew that the chief priests had delivered Him for envy.” 

Acts 13:45 – “But when the Jews saw the multitudes, they were filled with envy, and spake against those things which were spoken by Paul, contradicting and blaspheming.” 

Satan jealously guards those he holds in darkness 

II Corinthians 4:3, 4 – “But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost:” 
”In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them” 

The persecution continued against this church even after Paul and his team had moved on 

II Thessalonians 1:4, 5 – “So that we ourselves glory in you in the churches of God for your patience and faith in all your persecutions and tribulations that ye endure:” 

“Which is a manifest token of the righteous judgment of God, that ye may be counted worthy of the kingdom of God, for which ye also suffer:” 

I Thessalonians 2:14, 15, I Thessalonians 3:2-4 

So why was the church here so robust in light of such opposition? 

Persecution will “weed out” any superficial ‘Christians’

Those who stand fast and endure the trails will also be strong in other areas of the Christian faith and life 

CONCLUSION
Paul and his team had a Testimony 
v.5 says that they “…turned the world upside down…” 

Fearless, Gospel preaching will always be noticed  

Acts 5:28 – “Saying, Did not we straitly command you that ye should not teach in this name? and, behold, ye have filled Jerusalem with your doctrine, and intend to bring this man's blood upon us” 

Romans 1:8 – “First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for you all, that your faith is spoken of throughout the whole world.” 

THE “MINISTRY” OF THE GOSPEL 
THE “FRUIT” OF THE GOSPEL 

THE “OPPOSTITION” TO THE GOSPEL 
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