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INTRODUCTION: 

The gravity of the situation is indicated in the phrase in v.10 –  
“the brethren immediately sent away Paul and Silas by night unto Berea” 
They evidently had been in hiding (v.6a)
The brethren thought the situation so grave, they spirited Paul

and company out of town during the night, possibly accompanying them as an escort 
Paul’s personal ministry at Thessalonica was over 
But it had been fruitful 
A New Testament church had been established 
His epistles written just a short time later reveal a well-organized church whose only doctrinal confusion was eschatological (the Second Coming)

Paul’s first epistle to the Thessalonians church seems to indicate they faced strong persecution after his departure  
Nevertheless, the church seemed to grow and prosper 
Later, when Paul would journey to Jerusalem,

Aristarchus and Secundus, men from the Thessalonian church

accompanied him (Acts 20:4)
The Bible says that they sent Paul and Silas onto Berea  
Berea was a smaller town about fifty miles further down the

coast 
Paul lost no time in finding the local synagogue  
It may be, he feared word would spread of his ministry

(Bringing opposition from Jews elsewhere, which indeed

happened – v.13) 
Therefore, he hastened to begin his ministry in Berea
The Bible says in v.11 that “These were more noble…” 

The word Noble means – “possessing high ideals or excellent moral character”
As Christians we need to emulate the Berean attitude
It is “A Nobler Attitude”  
~~~OPENING PRAYER~~~ 
Were ever you find Paul you find a sharp contrast of opinion about him 

The Jews and the enemies of the Gospel hated him 

While those who were saved under his preaching loved him 
I. The ‘Heroics’ of the Thessalonian Church – v.10a

“And the brethren immediately sent away Paul and Silas by night unto Berea:” 

These new believers were willing to stand for Christ and personally suffer (if need be) so that Paul and his team could continue their ministry 

Just as did the Believers at Damascus in Acts 9:25 

“Then the disciples took him by night, and let him down by the wall in a basket” 

And again in Jerusalem in Acts 9:29, 30 

“…but they went about to slay him” 
”Which when the brethren knew, they brought him down to Caesarea, and sent him forth to Tarsus” 

Paul had hazarded his life so many times that folks could hear the Gospel 
Acts 15:26 – “Men that have hazarded their lives for the name of our Lord Jesus Christ”  
The Point is -now others were doing it for him! 

Galatians 6:7 – “Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap” 

At the end of v.10 we read – 
“who coming thither went into the synagogue of the Jews”

II. The ‘Nobler Attitude’ of the Bereans – v.11 
“These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so.”
These statement stands in contrast to the attitude of the Jews of Thessalonica 

v.5 – “But the Jews which believed not, moved with envy,…”
Their minds were closed to the truth! 

The attitude expressed in this passage is the attitude every Christian should have when it comes to the Scriptures
Luke records two reasons why they in the synagogue of Berea were nobler 
The word “noble” has the sense of being of higher degree socially such as a nobleman might be 
But here, the application clearly is spiritual 
They were of a higher degree spiritually 
The reason will soon be evident 
They were people already accustomed to personally studying the Scriptures 
This always elevates not only the understanding, but spiritual character of someone in particular 

First, the Bereans received the Word of God which Paul

preached “with all readiness of mind” 
The phrase “readiness of mind” denotes an ‘eagerness’

or ‘willingness of mind’ 
These willingly and eagerly received the Word of God  
Such an open spirit toward the Word of God is a fertile field for the Holy Spirit to work and for the seed of the

gospel to grow 
It might be likened to the “good ground” which Jesus alluded to in the parable of the sower and the seed in

Matthew 13:20, 23 
Their previous study of the Scripture had thus prepared their hearts

Secondly, the Bereans “searched the scriptures daily,

whether those things were so” 
They not only listened attentively and eagerly to Paul’s message of Christ, they themselves “searched the scriptures” 
The word “searched” has the sense of examining or

investigating 
The foundation of their faith was to be the Word

of God 
Though they were favorably inclined to what Paul had

to say, they sought to verify it from God’s Word 
Indeed, they were noble spiritually  
This attitude expressed here gives a tremendous plan for every disciple of the Lord 

We should be engaged in: 
A. A ‘Receptive’ Study of the Bible
In our personal, private study of the Word of God, and whenever we attend meetings where the Word of God is taught, we need to come with a “readiness of mind” to receive what the Lord has for us  

Psalm 119:18 – “Open thou mine eyes, that I may behold wondrous things out of thy law”

Proverbs 2:1 – “My son, if thou wilt receive my words, and hide my commandments with thee;?”

Proverbs 4:20 – “My son, attend to my words; incline thine ear unto my sayings.”

Matthew 13:23 – “But he that received seed into the good ground is he that heareth the word, and understandeth it; which also beareth fruit, and bringeth forth, some an hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty” 

Acts 2:41 – “Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same day there were added unto them about three thousand souls” 

James 1:21 – “Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness, and receive with meekness the engrafted word, which is able to save your souls” 

B. A ‘Diligent’ Study of the Bible 

Reading through the Bible is important, but equally as  important is the study of the Word 

II Timothy 2:15 – “Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the Word of truth” 

John 5:39 – “Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify of Me” 

C. A ‘Daily’ Study of the Bible 

The Bible is our spiritual food 

I Peter 2:2 – “As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the Word, that ye may grow thereby:” 

As we eat daily, so we should study daily

Matthew 4:4 – “But He answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every Word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God”

III. The ‘Fruit’ of the Gospel at Berea – v.12 
“Therefore many of them believed; also of honourable women which were Greeks, and of men, not a few”

Not surprisingly, “many of them believed,” including many honorable Greek women and men 

Not only were Jews won to Christ in the synagogue at Berea, but also prominent Greeks from the community

The breakdown of those who were converted to Christ is interesting: 

1. “many of them”  speaking of the Jews of the synagogue 
2. “honourable women which were Greeks”  nobility 
3. “and of men, not a few” Greek men also 
Evidently Greek men had a hard time believing the Gospel 

Acts 16:1 – Timothy dad 
I Corinthians 1:18-22 ( 
It is just as true today as it was in the days of Paul that those who diligently search the scriptures for truth will eventually believe 

The Word of God will convince any sincere seeker of truth 

The Word is light, and the entrance of light brings life

Faith to be saved comes by hearing, and hearing comes by the Word of God 

John 5:24 – “Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth My Word, and believeth on Him that sent Me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto life” 

John 6:63 – “It is the Spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the Words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, and they are life” 
Where there is fruit (people being saved) there is going to be: 
IV. The ‘Opposition’ to the Gospel at Berea – vs. 13, 14 
“But when the Jews of Thessalonica had knowledge that the Word of God was preached of Paul at Berea, they came thither also, and stirred up the people” 
”And then immediately the brethren sent away Paul to go as it were to the sea: but Silas and Timotheus abode there still”

Not surprising that Satan as set out to stop Paul - again  

These Jews came all the way from Thessalonica 

I Thessalonians 2:14-18 ( 

Paul again is forced to move on, this time south into another province of the region and to the city Athens 

Silas and Timothy are left for a time to help establish the Berean believers 
Later, in Acts 20:4, Luke records that Sopater of Berea

would travel with Paul on his journey to Jerusalem  
However, there is no other comment again in the New Testament about the church at Berea 
With such a spiritual foundation as already noted, the church without question continued 
In Paul’s epistles, he usually wrote to deal with a problem in a given church, particularly of a doctrinal nature 
It might be implied the church at Berea was so well grounded spiritually, Paul had no need to write to them                        

(at least not under the inspiration of the Holy Ghost in addressing problems there) 

CLOSING 

Shouldn’t we be like the folks at Berea? 
Shouldn’t we “received the Word with all readiness of mind,”? 
Shouldn’t we “search the Scriptures daily” ?

Won’t you determine today to be “A Nobler Christian”? 
(And) “These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all readiness of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things were so”
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