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INTRODUCTION 

In the first portion of Acts 18, Paul goes to Corinth and begins a fruitful ministry there 
Though there was opposition as he often faced, nevertheless, God blessed his ministry  
He thereafter would returned to Antioch, his home church, and complete his second missionary journey 
In the beginning of his third missionary journey, Paul first returns to strengthen the earlier churches established  
Then the focus of his ministry will turn to Ephesus 
For the next several years, his ministry will be centered in this city
V. 1 – “After these things Paul departed from Athens, and came to Corinth;” 

After preaching in Athens, Paul journeyed approximately fifty miles further south to Corinth  
This city was the commercial capital of Greece 
Located on a narrow isthmus of land between the Aegean Sea to the east and the Adriatic Sea to the west 
Across this isthmus was a major ‘portage’ route …

Carrying heavy commerce between the port of Cenchraea on the east and Laechaeum on the west 
Small ships were even hauled across this route intact 
Situated in the city of Corinth was the mount of Acrocorinthus 
A hill upon which was a pagan temple to Aphrodite 
Here, one-thousand religious prostitutes formed part of the pagan worship 
In the Roman world, to Corinthianize meant to engage in sexual immorality 
It was a licentious city

Because of the heavy, commercial trade at Corinth; a significant colony of Jews had also been attracted here

As Paul continues his second missionary journey – let’s see what life was like for Paul while in this city 
I’d like to preach on this thought – “Be Not Weary”
~~~OPENING PRAYER ~~~ 
I. PAUL THE TENTMAKER vs. 2, 3 

A. Paul’s Condition 
Remember Paul’s sad experience in Athens where his Gospel message was rejected, few not many were noted as being saved  
Acts 17:33, 34 – “So Paul departed from among them” 
”Howbeit certain men clave unto him, and believed: among the which was Dionysius (di-o-nish'-i-us) the Areopagite, and a woman named Damaris, and others with them”
Athens was definitely a discouragement for Paul 

Paul had left Athens with a heavy heart and this no doubt contributed to his physical wellbeing 

Proverbs 17:22 – “A merry heart doeth good like a medicine: but a broken spirit drieth the bones” 

Paul was subject to periodic illness – though of exactly what nature - we don’t know 

I Thessalonians 3:7 – “Therefore, brethren, we were comforted over you in all our affliction and distress by your faith:” 

It’s reasonable to assume that by the time he arrives in Corinth he is not in the best health 

I Corinthians 2:3 – “And I was with you in weakness, and in fear, and in much trembling” 

He describe himself in II Corinthians 10:9, 10 – 

“That I may not seem as if I would terrify you by letters” 
”For his letters, say they, are weighty and powerful; but 
his bodily presence is weak, and his speech contemptible” 

In II Corinthians 12:7, 8 Paul wrote of “…a thorn in the flesh, …” 

What exactly Paul’s “thorn” was - we aren’t exactly sure

We know he prayed to the Lord 3 times to relieve him of it – but God’s answer was – 

“My grace is sufficient for thee:” 
I realize that many of us live in chronic pain 

Those who do - have a great opportunity to give God the greatest Glory 
Paul therefore proclaimed that God’s strength was made perfect in weakness! 
B. Paul’s Friends – v.2 
However – God takes care of His people  

In Corinth Paul finds genuine friendship 
“And found a certain Jew named Aquila, born in Pontus, lately come from Italy, with his wife Priscilla; (because that Claudius had commanded all Jews to depart from Rome:) and came unto them”

Paul found a Jewish couple by the name of Aquila and Priscilla 
We are told that Aquila originally was from Pontus (which was a province in eastern Asia minor along

the southeast shore of the Black Sea) 
They had recently come from Rome because the Roman Emperor Claudius in A.D. 49 had expelled all Jews from Rome 
Jews had been generally unpopular in Rome 
This coupled opened up their home to Paul – v.3 

“…he abode with them, …”
Whether this couple was lead to the Lord by Paul or they were already saved we are not sure

But either way we know somewhere that got it!

In Romans 16:3, 4 Paul says - “Greet Priscilla and Aquila my helpers in Christ Jesus:” 

“Who have for my life laid down their own necks: unto whom not only I give thanks, but also all the churches of the Gentiles” 

In I Corinthians 16:19 he said – “…Aquila and Priscilla salute you much in the Lord, with the church that is in their house” 

In Paul’s last letter to Timothy he sends greeting to his dear friends in the Lord 

(Which was his last letter before his death) 

So undoubtedly their friendship began through a Divine 
appointment – growing into a lifelong commitment 
And became one of Paul’s treasured associations 
C. Paul’s Employment – v.3 
“And because he was of the same craft, he abode with them, and wrought: for by their occupation they were tentmakers”

It was the custom in Jewish families to teach every boy a trade - beside their formal education 

II Thessalonians 3:10 – “For even when we were with you, this we commanded you, that if any would not work, neither should he eat” 

Paul was not to proud to be bi-vocational 

Paul wrote later to the Ephesian Elders in Acts 20:33, 34 

“I have coveted no man's silver, or gold, or apparel” 
”Yea, ye yourselves know, that these hands have ministered unto my necessities, and to them that were with me”

II Thessalonians 3:7, 8 – “For yourselves know how ye ought to follow us: for we behaved not ourselves disorderly among you;” 
”Neither did we eat any man's bread for nought; but 
wrought with labour and travail night and day, that we might not be chargeable to any of you:” 

Since Paul was “of the same craft” (or trade) as Aquila and Priscilla he worked with them – 

“for by their occupation they were tentmakers”  
Tent Making was no easy occupation 

Paul did what he had to do to fulfill the Will of God for his life (despite his health and out ward circumstances) 
God’s Will ought to be foremost in our hearts and life 
PAUL WAS A TENTMAKER 
II. A CHURCH ESTABLISHED vs. 4-8
A. Paul’s Methods – v.4 
“And he reasoned in the synagogue every sabbath, and persuaded the Jews and the Greeks”

Again we see the familiar pattern – to the Jew first, then to the Gentiles 

1. His ‘Preaching’ – he “reasoned” with them from the scriptures 

The word ‘reasoned” is the same word from which we get the word “dialogue” (formal discussions) 

We see this again when Paul goes to Ephesus – v.19 

Paul "reasoned" - that is he presented sound, thoughtful, logical points; answered and settled questions in a reasonable way 
The tense is continuous action 
Paul reasoned and reasoned doing all he could to convince the listeners that Jesus Christ was the Son of God 
Note there was no sense of bombarding a person in a demanding, forceful, fiery, argumentative spirit 
God says – 
"Come now, and let us reason together, saith the lord: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool" – Isaiah 1:18 
"Produce your cause, saith the lord; bring forth your strong reasons, saith the King of Jacob" – Isaiah 41:21 
"But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meekness and fear" – I Peter 3:15 
2. His ‘Passion’ – “every Sabbath” 
This is the way to build a church for the glory of God 

We need to get out among the people to win them 

Before we can have an impact we must first make contact 
“Shoe-leather” evangelism builds churches 

3. His ‘Persuasion’ – “…and persuaded the Jews and the Greeks” 

Paul sought fruit from his preaching
This is the persuasion that comes from the Holy Spirit using the Word of God 

I Corinthians 2:1-5 (  (Paul Message) 
John 16:8 – “And when He is come, He will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment:” 

Acts 20:31 – “Therefore watch, and remember, that by the space of three years I ceased not to warn every one night and day with tears” 

All preaching should be affirmative and persuasive if it is to produce fruit 

II Corinthians 5:11 – “Knowing therefore the terror of the Lord, we persuade men; but we are made manifest unto God; and I trust also are made manifest in your consciences” 

Acts 26:28 – “Then Agrippa said unto Paul, Almost thou persuadest me to be a Christian” 

V.5 – “And when Silas and Timotheus were come from Macedonia, Paul was (im) pressed in the spirit, and testified to the Jews that Jesus was Christ”

 
B. Paul’s Reception – v.6a 
“And when they opposed themselves, and blasphemed,”

The Gospel Message always provokes a reaction

1. “Opposed themselves”
This expression means that they argued against and resisted the conviction of the Holy Spirit 

II Timothy 2:25 – “In meekness instructing those that oppose themselves; if God peradventure will give them repentance to the acknowledging of the truth;” 

2. Rejected the Gospel 
Note the consequences of a man rejecting Christ 
a. He as No Excuse 

Hebrews 10:26, 29 –“For if we sin wilfully after that we have received the knowledge of the truth, there remaineth no more sacrifice for sins,” 

“Of how much sorer punishment, suppose ye, shall he be thought worthy, who hath trodden under foot the Son of God, and hath counted the blood of the covenant, wherewith he was sanctified, an unholy thing, and hath done despite unto the Spirit of grace?” 

b. God has relieved Christians from further accountability 
v. 6b - “he shook his raiment, and said unto them, Your blood be upon your own heads; I am clean:”

Acts 13:46 – “Then Paul and Barnabas waxed bold, and said, It was necessary that the word of God should first have been spoken to you: but 
seeing ye put it from you, and judge yourselves unworthy of everlasting life, lo, we turn to the Gentiles” 

Acts 20:26 – “Wherefore I take you to record this day, that I am pure from the blood of all men” 
The Lord said in Matthew 10:14 – “And whosoever shall not receive you, nor hear your words, when ye depart out of that house or city, shake off the dust of your feet” 

V. 7 - “And he departed thence, and entered into a certain man's house, named Justus, one that worshipped God, whose house joined hard to the synagogue”

C. Paul’s Fruit – v.8 
“And Crispus, the chief ruler of the synagogue, believed on the Lord with all his house; and many of the Corinthians hearing believed, and were baptized”

God always rewards faithfulness 

A man by the name of Crispus and his family are saved 

A Jewish man and chief ruler of the synagogue 

1. No Cooperative Evangelism here 

No city wide crusade 

2. Note the consistent order 

a. Hearing – Romans 10:17 – “So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God” 

b. Believing – “believed on the Lord”
c. Baptizing – “and were baptized”
PAUL WAS A TENTMAKER 

A CHURCH WAS ESTABLISHED
III. GOD’S COMFORT  vs. 9-11 

Satan often attacks a preacher (pastor) through despair and discouragement 
John the Baptist faced this when he asked his disciples to ask Jesus if – 
Matthew 11:3 – “Art thou He that should come, or do we look for another?” 

God brings special comfort to those who serve Him 

To the Apostles - Matthew 14:27 – “But straightway Jesus spake unto them, saying, Be of good cheer; it is I; be not afraid” 

To Paul in Acts 23:11 – “And the night following the Lord stood by him, and said, Be of good cheer, Paul: for 
as thou hast testified of me in Jerusalem, so must thou bear witness also at Rome” 

To all of us in John 16:33 – “These things I have spoken unto you, that in Me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world” 

Others can help in comforting us – but sometimes the comfort we need - can only come from the Lord Himself 

I Samuel 30:6 – “And David was greatly distressed; for the people spake of stoning him, because the soul of all the people was grieved, every man for his sons and for his daughters: but David encouraged himself in the LORD his God” 

A. Paul’s Vision – v.9, 10 

“Then spake the Lord to Paul in the night by a vision, Be not afraid, but speak, and hold not thy peace:” 
”For I am with thee, and no man shall set on thee to hurt thee: for I have much people in this city” 
God gave Paul His vision of what He wanted to do in this city 

Every child of God needs such a vision for their ministry and sphere of influence 
B. Paul’s Labor – v.11

“And he continued there a year and six months, teaching the Word of God among them”

Churches are not established over night  

Many years of patient, tender care and teaching are required 

I Corinthians 3:8, 9 – “Now he that planteth and he that watereth are one: and every man shall receive his own reward according to his own labour” 
”For we are labourers together with God: ye are God's husbandry, ye are God's building” 

I Corinthians 15:58 – “Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord” 

CONCLUSION 

II Thessalonians 3:13 – “But ye, brethren, be not weary in well doing”

Galatians 6:9 – “And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not” 

PAUL WAS A TENTMAKER 

A CHURCH WAS ESTABLISHED

GOD’S GAVE COMFORT  
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