THE BOOK OF ACTS #45
The Conclusion of Paul’s 2nd Missionary Journey

WHAT A MIGHTY GOD! 
DATE: 3/10/2010

TEXT: Acts 18:12-22 

INTRODUCTION

In the first portion of Acts 18 - we find Paul leaving Athens and going to Corinth 
He begins a fruitful ministry there 

Though there was opposition as he often faced – nevertheless - God blessed 

It is during Paul’s stay in Corinth that he is used of the Holy Ghost to pen the I and II Epistles to the Thessalonian church 

Paul also meet a precious couple here - Aquila and Priscilla 

This couple would become an out-standing example of selfless Christian service 

We pickup - with again - Paul facing opposition in v.12
Let’s pray and think on this though 

“An Almighty God”

~~~OPENING PRAYER~~~ 

I. GOD TURNS A BAD SITUATION INTO GOOD vs.12-17
Trouble was brewing again from the unbelieving Jews 
V. 12a - “And when Gallio was the deputy of Achaia,”
A man by the name of Gallio has become the pro-con-sul of Achaia (A.D. 51) – his seat was at Corinth  
He was noted in Roman history as a very pleasant man  
Evidently - the Jews hostile to Paul thought they could gain an advantage with a Roman ruler with such a reputation  
They therefore - “made insurrection with one accord against Paul, and brought him to the judgment seat” 
Remember Paul’s vision from God – v.10
A. The Opposition – v.12b 
“…the Jews made insurrection with one accord against Paul, and brought him to the judgment seat,” 
The word “insurrection” literally means to ‘arise against’ 

The reference to “the judgment seat” is the word bema 
The Bema was a raised platform upon which Roman authorities sat as judge 
The same word is used for the Judgment Seat of Christ found in -  
II Corinthians 5:10 – “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad” 

B. The Accusations – v.13 
Notice their wording – “…contrary to the law” 

They no doubt were hoping that Gallio would think that Paul had broken some Roman law 
C. The Rebuke – vs. 14-16 
As Paul was about to defend himself - the Pro-con-sul  interrupted and in effect said - ‘if you Jews had

a charge of real wrong or of criminal activity, I would bear with you’ 

V.15 – “But if it be a question of words and names, and of your law, look ye to it; for I will be no judge of such matters”

Gallio was not interested in settling religious disputes 

The phrase “wicked lewdness” essentially as the idea of  ‘a wicked crime’ 
It was evident to - even as pleasant an official as Gallio was –

That they were trying to take advantage of him 

The Bible says in v.16 – “And he drave them from the judgment seat”

D. The Backlash – v.17 
The Corinthian Greeks then turned upon Sos'-the-nez the ruler of the synagogue 
He evidently was the successor of Cris'-pus - who already had become a Christian – v.8 

He probably had been the point-person in bringing the charges against Paul 
In any event - he was the present leader of the Jewish community in Corinth 
Therefore, Gallio looked the other way as the Greeks

took him and beat him 
Note: Interestingly - when Paul wrote his first epistle to the Corinthians 
He referred to a Sos'-the-nez as then not only a brother -
But also a co-worker 
He evidently had gotten saved and at some point had joined with Paul in his ministry 
I Corinthians 1:1 – “Paul, called to be an apostle of Jesus Christ through the will of God, and Sosthenes our brother,” 

II. THE CONCLUSION OF THE 2ND MISSIONARY JOURNEY vs. 18-22 

A. Paul Leaves Corinth – v.18a 
Paul departed – taking with him Aquila and Priscilla 

1. He spent considerable time in Corinth – v.11 + v.18a
2. His journey from Corinth had – as its final destination – Syria and his home church 
3. His voyage began from Cenchrea (Cen-tre-a) 
Cenchrea was the port city near Corinth on

the Aegean Sea 
Paul writes later in the Book of Romans of a Church in this city – Romans 16:1 

“I commend unto you Phebe our sister, which is a servant of the church which is at Cenchrea:” 

Note: No further mention is made of Slias from this point in the narrative of Acts 
It appears he remain in Greece 

Silvanus is mentioned being with Peter and John Mark in a church in Babylon some years later (Silvanus is most likely Silas) 

I Peter 5:12, 13   

B. Paul’s Vow – v.18b 
This part of v.18 presents a perplexing question concerning the life and ministry of Paul 

1. Some believe Paul made a vow to the Lord as a Christian 
2. Others believe Paul had actually taken the vow of a Nazarite 

A Nazarite was one who dedicated themselves entirely to God for a specific term 

The law concerning a Nazarite is found in Numbers 6:1-21 

A Nazarite could not: 

- could not consume products made from grapes 

- could not cut their hair 

- could not touch dead bodies

- at the conclusion of the vow they would cut their hair

- they had to make an offering in the Temple 

Though Paul would not impose such Jewish tradition upon others (Gentiles) 

But as a Jew himself - he still retained some of his cultural heritage and customs 

Probably so that he could win over his people to Christ 
I Corinthians 9:19, 20 – “For though I be free from all men, yet have I made myself servant unto all, that I might gain the more” 
”And unto the Jews I became as a Jew, that I might gain the Jews; to them that are under the law, as under the law, that I might gain them that are under the law;” 

C. Paul at Ephesus – vs. 19-21 
Though the Holy Spirit had forbidden Paul to go to Asia

and (Ephesus) earlier – Acts 16:6, 7 
He evidently now felt free to do so 
He therefore stopped for a short time and “reasoned with

the Jews” in the synagogue at Ephesus
Paul tried to never miss an opportunity to preach Christ  
Though they invited him to stay longer - he declined 

V.20 – “When they desired him to tarry longer time with them, he consented not;” 
Noting that he wanted to reach Jerusalem for the impending feast thereat 
V.21a – “But bade them farewell, saying, I must by all means keep this feast that cometh in Jerusalem:”

We are not told which Jewish feast - but if it were in the spring - then the feasts of Unleavened Bread, Passover and Pentecost were at hand 
However, Paul extended a promise, God willing, that he would return to them 
V.21b –“but I will return again unto you, if God will..” 
Whereupon, he sailed toward home 
“…And he sailed from Ephesus”
D. The Journey Home – v.22 
1. From Ephesus to Caesarea – this was by sea 
2. From Caesarea to Jerusalem – this was on land 

His ship landed at Caesarea 
It’s noted how Paul therefore “went up” 
This was the standard idiom for ascending to Jerusalem in Judea 
And indeed it was an upward journey in altitude from 
Caesarea to Jerusalem - located in the mountains 
Paul evidently there attended the feast for which he had planned 
He there “saluted the church” which no doubt is a reference to the Jerusalem church 
He then journeyed onward to Antioch – his home church and gave a report how God had worked through their ministry 
This evidently ended Paul’s second missionary journey 
Note that Paul spent “some time” - v.23a with his home/sending church as he did on prior accusations 

Acts 14:28, Acts 15:35 

III. THE START OF PAUL’S 3RD MISSIONARY JOURNEY vs. 23-28 

v.23b – “And… he departed,…” 
As Paul began his 3rd missionary venture - it is notably different 
Whereas on his first and second journeys - he had assistants in Barnabas and Silas as well as Timothy and Luke 
Now he evidently is alone - at least initially 
Later in chapter 20 – Luke & others evidently will rejoin Paul                     

The amount of time ‘on furlough’ in Antioch is not noted  
It may be surmised – however - he did not spend a long time there 
The greatness of Paul shines through in that he returned to the work quickly 
It had been arduous - living by faith - waiting on the Lord for support -and working on the side as necessary making tents 
It had been extremely dangerous with fierce opposition arising almost everywhere he had gone 
Now Paul returns to the work alone – a solitary veteran missionary
A. The Beginning – v.23b 
“and went over all the country of Galatia and Phrygia in order, strengthening all the disciples”
As was his custom - he returned to those places where he

had earlier won people to Christ and had established churches 
Discipleship as commanded in the Great Commission requires much ‘follow-up’ 
Here, he “went over all the country of Galatia and Phrygia in order, strengthening all the disciples”

This likely included but was not limited to such places as Derbe -Iconium, and Lystra 
The mention of how he “went over”

Literally means – he ‘went through’ these regions “in order” 
This reflects a systematic and orderly progression of follow-up 
Before – he would plow new fields - he returned to strengthen those he had already won 
CONCLUSION 

The remaining of this chapter provides a study in the character of another one of God’s great men 

But we are going to save that for next time 
What a Mighty God we serve!  
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