THE BOOK OF ACTS #47
Some Men Who Just ‘Got Wet’ – Acts 19:1-7  

SOME FOLKS WHO                         JUST ‘GOT WET’
DATE: 

TEXT: Acts 19:1-7 (
INTRODUCTION 

Chapter 19 records events associated with the establishment of the great church at Ephesus 
The foundation for this church had been laid during a brief visit by Paul to the city in chapter 18 … 

And the extended presence and ministry of Aquila & Pricilla 

Acts 18:18, 19 

And later the preaching of Apollos 

Acts 18:24 

A nucleus of baptized believers had already been gathered together and organized into a NT Church 
Paul revisits the city on his 3rd Missionary Journey and remained there for about 3 yrs. (Acts 20:31) 

He had traveled from his home/sending church in Antioch overland through Galatia – Phrygia and what the Bible calls 
the “Upper Coasts” (probably Mysia) before arriving in Ephesus 

Paul returned as he had promised 

Acts 18:21 – “But bade them farewell, saying, I must by all means keep this feast that cometh in Jerusalem: but I will return again unto you, if God will. And he sailed from Ephesus” 
Historical Background of Ephesus 

Ephesus was the main city of the Roman province of Asia 

Located near the mouth of the Cayster River – it was a major seaport and noted for its great wealth

Ephesus’ history goes back as far as the 10th century BC 

In NT times – it was the new-age capital of the ancient world 

The marketplace of Asia – being the terminus of the great overland trade routes from the far east as well as grain shipments from Egypt 

From around 100 BC to 100 AD – it was the world capital for the slave trade  
The great temple of Artemis (Diana) was build here (v.27) 
(considered one of the so-called 7 wonders of the ancient world) 

The theater in Ephesus could seat 25,000 people 
After the 6th century AD the city began its decline 

Malarial mosquitoes took their toll as the harbor began to silt up

The site was completely abandoned by the 14th century – and only exists today as an archaeological site  
The Bible tells us upon Paul’s arrival in Ephesus - he finds “certain Disciples” 

We want to look at these folks tonight – 

“Some Folks Who Just ‘Got Wet’” 
~~~OPENING PRAYER~~~ 
I. THE ‘FOLKS’ WHO JUST GOT WET – v.1 
(Or the Truth about Baptism) 
“And it came to pass, that, while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul having passed through the upper coasts came to Ephesus: and finding certain disciples,”

Standard commentaries and the most common understanding of this portion of the Book of Acts holds that this account demonstrates the baptism of John the Baptist and Christian baptism are different 

For example – the Scofield Reference Bible heads this passage – 

“The disciples of John become Christians” 
They relegate John the Baptist to the OT Dispensation and his baptism is presented as some kind of “proselyte baptism” 
However – it is clear that John’s baptism and the baptism practiced by Bible-Believing Baptist today are one and the same 
A. Key Facts about John’s Baptism 
According to Lord Jesus himself – John the Baptist was the greatest prophet ever born of a woman 

Luke 7:28 – “For I say unto you, Among those that are born of women there is not a greater prophet than John the Baptist: but he that is least in the kingdom of God is greater than he” 

B. John the Baptist belonged to this present Dispensation 
The Dispensation of Grace (explain briefly Dispensations) 

1. The “Beginning of the Gospel” starts with an account of John’s Ministry 

Mark 1:1, 2 – “The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God;”

“As it is written in the prophets, Behold, I send my messenger before thy face, which shall prepare thy way before thee” 

2. Although this is a transition period – John still preached grace and truth 
(Luke 16:16 – “The law and the prophets were until John: since that time the kingdom of God is preached, and every man presseth into it” (
John 1:17 – “For the law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ” 

C. John’s baptism meets all the criteria for Christian Baptism 

There are 4 elements in baptism for it to be considered scripturally valid

1. The Applicant – Believer’s Baptism (not babies) 
John only Baptized saved people 

Matthew 3:6-8 (
2. The Act – Immersion (not sprinkling) 
Mark 1:5 – “And there went out unto him all the land of Judaea, and they of Jerusalem, and were all baptized of him in the river of Jordan, confessing their sins” 

John 3:23 –“And John also was baptizing in Aenon near to Salim, because there was much water there: and they came, and were baptized” 

3. The Aim – Identification (not a sacrament) Baptism is symbolic of the Gospel 
John 1:31 – “And I knew Him not: but that He should be made manifest to Israel, therefore am I come baptizing with water” 

Acts 10:37(-40) – “That word, I say, ye know, which was published throughout all Judaea, and began from Galilee, after the baptism which John preached;” 

4. The Authority – Heavenly (not human) His Baptism had Divine Authority – Today that Authority as been transfer to the church 
John 1:6 – “There was a man sent from God, whose name was John”

John 3:27 – “John answered and said, A man can receive nothing, except it be given him from heaven” 

Matthew 21:25, 26 – “The baptism of John, whence was it? from heaven, or of men? And they reasoned with themselves, saying, If we shall say, From heaven; he will say unto us, Why did ye not then believe him?” 
”But if we shall say, Of men; we fear the people; for all hold John as a prophet.”

Matthew 28:19 – “Go ye (all of us) therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:” 

D. John the Baptist preached the same message we preach today 
1. Repentance and Faith 
Look with me in Matthew 3:2a, 8 – “And saying, Repent ye:…” 

“Bring forth therefore fruits meet for repentance:” 

Paul says in v.4 of our text – “John verily baptized with the baptism of repentance,” (interesting statement) 
Look at the description of John’s baptism given in Matthew 3:11a, Mark 1:4 and Luke 3:3 
“I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance:” 

“John did baptize in the wilderness, and preach the baptism of repentance for the remission (the pardon & forgiveness) of sins” 

“And he came into all the country about Jordan, preaching the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins;” 

If you were to study these words out you would find that this does not mean that he baptized TO PRODUCE repentance and salvation 

BUT – BECAUSE OF or WITH RESPECT TO the salvation that was already present 
These folks were saved and believing  

He also preached – 

2. The Kingdom of God  

This phrase is found some 55 times in the Gospels alone 
Matthew 3:2b (John) – “…for the kingdom of heaven is at hand” 

John 3:3, 5 – “Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God” 

“Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God” 

I’m planning on teaching on this topic at some later date so I won’t comment other then to say that this Kingdom is the sphere of our salvation  
E. The Apostles of Christ were 1st Disciples of John 
They were all saved under John’s ministry and baptized by him 

There is no account of the Apostles being rebaptized! 

They simply transferred their discipleship to Christ 

Look with me at John 1:35 - 37 – (
John’s baptism was required for the office of Apostle 
Acts 1:22 – “Beginning from the baptism of John, unto that same day that he was taken up from us, must one be ordained to be a witness with us of his resurrection”

II. PAUL FINDS SO-CALLED ‘DISCIPLES’ 
Exactly who or what were these disciples? 

Were they even saved? 

If they are not saved – then why does the Bible call them disciples?

Two possibilities:  

1. They were true disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ at the time Luke wrote the account – i.e. after the fact of the events 

2. Or they were disciples in the sense of Simon of Samaria

 from Acts 8:13-23  
They were counted among the brethren and considered themselves to be saved – but in fact were not 

Philippians 3:18, 19 – “(For many walk, of whom I have told you often, and now tell you even weeping, that they are the enemies of the cross of Christ:” 
”Whose end is destruction, whose God is their belly, and whose glory is in their shame, who mind earthly things.)” 
I John 2:19 – “They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would no doubt have continued with us: but they went out, that 
they might be made manifest that they were not all of us.” 

A. Paul Asks a ‘Searching’ Question – v.2a  
“He said unto them, Have ye received the Holy Ghost since ye believed?”
There was something evidently missing in the lives of these men 

It caused the Apostle to question their salvation 

What was missing?  - the answer is LIFE! 

There was no evidence of life 

John 7:38 – “He that believeth on me, as the Scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water” 

To test their profession – Paul asked that simple question 

“Have ye received the Holy Ghost since ye believed?”
Because you claim to believe – you claim you are disciples 

B. Paul Receives a ‘Revealing’ Answer – v.2b 
“…And they said unto him, We have not so much as heard whether there be any Holy Ghost”

These men had not even heard of the Holy Ghost 
The indwelling Spirit of God is the essence of true Biblical Christianity 
Look with me in Romans 8:8-11  
C. Their ‘False’ Hope – v.3 
Paul asks another probing question in the first part of v.3
“And he said unto them, Unto what then were ye baptized?”

Their answer  

“And they said, Unto John's baptism”
Their hope for eternal life rested in their baptism 

Baptism is a work of righteousness 

Titus 3:5 – “Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us, by 
the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost;”

We first have to be made righteous – before we can do works of righteousness 
Romans 3:22 – “Even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that believe: for there is no difference:” 

( Belonging to the right church is important 

( Believing the right Doctrine is important 

( Being Baptized with the right Baptism is important 

BUT none of these will save a soul or remove a single sin! 

1. Not Baptized by John

Though they claimed to have received John’s baptism the evidence does not support that John Baptized them 

Date – John’s ministry was 25 yrs earlier 

Distance – Ephesus was 600 miles away 

Doctrine – John frequently mentioned the Holy Ghost 

Matt. 3:11; Mark 1:8; Luke 3:16; John 1:32, 33 

                  John preached repentance and faith 

Acts 19:4; John 1:29 
There was not evidence of this - in Paul’s mind 
2. Not Baptized by Apollos

Based on Acts 18:25 – many believe that Apollos was the one who baptized these folks

Remember though - according to Acts 18:24 Apollos was instructed in the Way

Also he was Fervent in the Spirit 

The most probable answer to this situation is that there were false teacher (whether ignorant or willful) who substituted the Form for the Reality  
III. PAUL ‘LEADS’ THESE MEN TO CHRIST – vs.4-7

Notice that he doesn’t use a new or modified message 

He gives them the same message that John the Baptist preached 

It’s the life-changing message – one that stood in stark contrast to what they had been told before! 

V. 4 –“Then said Paul, John verily baptized with the baptism of repentance, saying unto the people, that they should believe on Him which should come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus”

A. Paul Baptizes Them – v.5 
“When they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus”

God’s order is always Salvation THEN Baptism 

Their previous baptism - even though it was the right baptism – was invalid 
Baptizing in the “Name of Jesus” simply means – to baptize with the right authority (Church) 

And it would involve using the Trinitarian Formula” 

Matthew 28:19 – “…baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:” 

Paul was the first Anabaptist (re-baptizer) 

This was a name given to those who would not except pedo-baptism (the baptizing of babies)  
B. Paul Lays Hands on Them – v.6 
“And when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Ghost came on them; and they spake with tongues, and prophesied”
1. An Apparent way 

In Acts 2 – the Holy Spirit was sent from the Father and Christ baptized His church in His person

At the same time – the Spirit indwelt and filled the individual believers 

This event was made manifest both Visibly and Audibly 
In Acts 8 – the Samaritans received the Spirit some time after they were saved 

This event was also made manifest – but How is not stated 

Acts 8:18 – “And when Simon saw that through laying on of the apostles' hands the Holy Ghost was given, he offered them money,” 

In Acts 10 – the Gentiles received the Spirit the moment they believed  

This event was manifested Audibly (Tongues) 
Our Text – This is the fourth and final manifestation of the Holy Spirit’s reception by believers 

Evidenced Audibly by the gift of tongues  

2. Why did this Evident manifestation of the Spirit occur at this point? 

( Tongues were a sign to unbelieving Jews 

I Corinthians 1:22 –“For the Jews require a sign, and the Greeks seek after wisdom:” 

I Corinthians 14:22a – “Wherefore tongues are for a sign, not to them that believe, but to them that believe not:” 

Evidently unbelieving Jews were present  
The sign gifts were still being used, the NT not complete 

There are only 3 recorded instances of tongues being used in the Bible 

The Bible says Tongues would ‘cease’ 

I Corinthians 13:8 – “Charity never faileth: but whether there be prophecies, they shall fail; whether there be tongues, they shall cease; whether there be knowledge, it shall vanish away” 

With the completion of the NT and the dispersion of the Jews (70 AD) they did indeed cease 
( Baptismal regeneration a false Gospel 

The Audibly evidence of the reception of the Holy Spirit gave authenticity that Salvation was by Grace alone thru Faith alone and not by works of righteousness 

The expression of this sign gift gave the message from God loud and clear!  

CONCLUSION 
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