THE BOOK OF ACTS SERMON SERIES #5 
The Person of Pentecost – Acts 2:1-3 

THE PERSON OF PENTECOST
DATE: 

TEXT: Acts 2:1-3 

INTRODUCTION: 
The second chapter of the Book of Acts records the tremendous events which occurred on the day of the Jewish feast of Pentecost in the year 29 A.D. 

This chapter covers some of the most controversial subjects in present-day Christendom. 

From this chapter we will be preaching on the topics of Holy Spirit baptism, speaking in tongues, baptismal remission, and church membership over the next several weeks.

~~~OPENING PRAYER~~~
I. THE DAY OF PENTECOST – v.1 

“And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in one place.” 

A. This was an annual Jewish feast 
It was held fifty days after Passover 

                                                                                                                   The word “Pentecost” comes from the Greek word meaning “fiftieth” 

Let’s look at Leviticus 23:15-22 were we find God’s instructions to Israel for observing this feast. (
B. It is called Pentecost only in the New Testament - 
Acts 20:16 – “For Paul had determined to sail by Ephesus, because he would not spend the time in Asia: for he hasted, if it were possible for him, to be at Jerusalem the day of Pentecost.” 

I Corinthians 16:8 – “But I will tarry at Ephesus until Pentecost.” 

C. In the Old Testament it is called by two names – 

1. The “Feast of Weeks” – 

Exodus 34:22 – “And thou shalt observe the feast of weeks, of the firstfruits of wheat harvest, and the feast of ingathering at the year's end.” 

Deuteronomy 16:9, 10 – “Seven weeks shalt thou number unto thee: begin to number the seven weeks from such time as thou beginnest to put the sickle to the corn.” 
10 “And thou shalt keep the feast of weeks unto the LORD thy God with a tribute of a freewill offering of thine hand, which thou shalt give unto the LORD thy God, according as the LORD thy God hath blessed thee:” 
This is because seven weeks were counted from the Passover to Pentecost. 
2. The “Feast of Harvest” – 
Exodus 23:16 – “And the feast of harvest, the firstfruits of thy labours, which thou hast sown in the field: and the feast of ingathering, which is in the end of the year, when thou hast gathered in thy labours out of the field.” 

This is because Pentecost marked the traditional end of the annual harvest. 
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II. HOLY GHOST BAPTISM  - Recorded - vs. 2,3 
“And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting.” 
3 “And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them.” 

These verses record the coming of the “Comforter”,                             (John chps. 14-16) which is God the Holy Spirit. 
There are only six references in the Bible to this event. 
1. Matthew 3:11 – “I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance: but He that cometh after me is mightier than I, 
Whose shoes I am not worthy to bear: He shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost, and with fire:” 

2. Mark 1:8 – “I indeed have baptized you with water: but He shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost.” 

3. Luke 3:16 – “John answered, saying unto them all, I indeed baptize you with water; but one mightier than I cometh, the latchet of whose shoes I am not worthy to unloose: He shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost and with fire:” 

4. John 1:33 – “And I knew Him not: but He that sent me to baptize with water, the same said unto me, Upon whom thou shalt see the Spirit descending, and remaining on Him, the same is He which baptizeth with the Holy Ghost.” 

5. Acts 1:5 – “For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence.” 

6. Acts 11:16 – “Then remembered I the word of the Lord, how that He said, John indeed baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost.” 

There are two important points to observe in each of these references: 
( The use of the pronoun “He” = Jesus 
( The use of the preposition “with” denoting by what means 
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HOLY GHOST BAPTISM - Recorded 
III. HOLY GHOST BAPTISM - Explained 
Let me start by showing the two most commonly held errors concerning Holy Ghost baptism: 

A. The Pentecostal/Charismatic Error – 

The various holiness groups within Christendom teach that Holy Ghost baptism is an on-going experience to be earnestly sought. 
Some refer to this experience as the “second blessing” or “entire sanctification”, etc. 

Within this broad spectrum of belief: 

There are those who say that Holy Ghost baptism is essential to salvation, and is evidenced by ecstatic utterances. 

Others hold that the experience completes the salvation process. 

While some believe it to be a desirable after-salvation experience.

B. The Invisible/Universal Church Error – 
Those who hold this erroneous doctrine of the Church usually believe in what they call “Spirit baptism” 

C.I Scofield in his reference Bible has long been one of the leading proponents of this error. 

On page 1150 of what is generally an excellent study Bible, a note under Acts 2:4 reads – 

“The Spirit forms the church…by baptizing all believers into the body of Christ…” 

C. A correct understanding of this important subject can be gained by simply studying the six scriptures we earlier cited. 

FACT 1 - The six references in the Gospels & Book of Acts are all referring to just ONE specific event. 
Five of the verses are contemplative, that is looking forward – 

“Ye shall be baptized…”

“He shall baptize you…” 
The last verse Acts 11:16 is reflective, that is looking back – 

Peter said – “Then remembered I…” 

Obviously, this specific event occurred somewhere between the time of John the Baptist’s prophecy and the events of        Acts 11.
Acts 1:5 pinpoints the actual time with the phrase -
“not many days hence”  by the Lord.   
While Acts 2:33 – “…and ‘having’ received of the Father the promise of the Holy Ghost, He hath shed forth this, which ye now see and hear.” has it in the past tense.  

This Specific Event was the sending of the Holy Spirit that occurred on the DAY OF PENTECOST. 
Application: 

For someone to seek some baptism with, in, or by the Holy Spirit as an ongoing experience is useless. 

This scriptural event was a specific event that occurred only once!

FACTS 2 – The prophecy of John the Baptist is synonymous with the “Promise of the Father”; Jesus spoke about in John chapters 14-16
Note the word “For…” in Acts 1:5 

This word is a connector, joining vs. 4 & 5 (
Application: 

“Holy Ghost baptism” and “the Promise of the Father”,                         (i.e. the sending of the Comforter) are one-in-the-same event.   
They are NOT two separate events! 

FACT 3 – The Holy Spirit does NOT baptize anyone. 
A careful reading of each Gospel reference again makes it clear that the Holy Spirit does not baptize anyone. 

He never has, and never will! 

All these scriptures clearly state that it is the Lord Jesus Christ (“He”) Who baptizes “with” the Holy Ghost. 
The Bible also explains the word “with” 

John the Baptist baptized “with” water

We know this involved his immersing his subjects in water – 
Matthew 3:16a - “And Jesus, when He was baptized, went up straightway out of the water:…” 

Mark 1:10a – “And straightway coming up out of the water, …”

John 3:23 – “And John also was baptizing in Aenon near to Salim, because there was much water there:…” 

Therefore, when Christ baptized with the Holy Ghost, He immersed His subjects in the Spirit. 

The Lord Jesus Christ the baptizer – the Holy Spirit the medium! 

Application: 

To say that “the Spirit forms the Church by baptizing all believers into the Body of Christ” is to go against the clear teaching of Scripture! 
The folks who cling to this form of doctrine offer                                   I Corinthians 12:13 as their proof text, which reads – 

                                                                                                                 “For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body,” 
Let’s look at what this verse actually teaches – 

( Salvation – “For by one Spirit…” 
Romans 8:4 – “That the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit.” 

I Corinthians 6:11- “And such were some of you: but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God.” 

I Corinthians 12:3 – “Wherefore I give you to understand, that no man speaking by the Spirit of God calleth Jesus accursed: and that no man can say that Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy Ghost.” 

Titus 3:5 - “Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost;” 

( Baptism (water) – “we are all baptized” 

( Church membership – “into one body” – vs. 27 & 28 

This is the same order found in Acts 2:41 – 
“Then they that gladly received His word(salvation) were baptized: and the same day there were added unto them              (the church) about three thousand souls.” 
FACT 4 – Holy Ghost baptism was a once-only event which initiated the present blessing of receiving the Holy Spirit at the instant of salvation. 

Example: The conversion of Cornelius in Acts chapter 10 

This was an event that occurred sometime after the Day of Pentecost but explains the significance of Holy Ghost baptism for us today – 

( It is called a Gift – 

Acts 11:17 – “Forasmuch then as God gave them the like gift as He did unto us, who believed on the Lord Jesus Christ; what was I, that I could withstand God?” 

Acts 2:38,39 – “Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.” 
39 “For the promise is unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call.” 

Acts 8:20 – “But Peter said unto him, Thy money perish with thee, because thou hast thought that the gift of God may be purchased with money.” 

( It is given to those who Believed – 

v.17 – “who believed on the Lord Jesus Christ”  
( It is indicative of real Salvation – 

v.17 – “what was I, that I could withstand God?” 

Acts 19:2 – “He said unto them, Have ye received the Holy Ghost since ye believed? And they said unto him, We have not so much as heard whether there be any Holy Ghost.” 

( It was satisfactory Evidence for baptism – 

Acts 10:47 – “Can any man forbid water, that these should not be baptized, which have received the Holy Ghost as well as we?” 
(It is called “Receiving the Holy Ghost” –

Acts 10:47 – “which have received the Holy Ghost as well as we?” 
In John 14:17, Jesus spoke of the Holy Spirit’s relationship to the believer – 

“Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth Him not, neither knoweth Him: but ye know Him; for He dwelleth with you, and shall be in you.” 

Before Pentecost  -  “He dwelleth WITH you,”

To this point in history the Holy Spirit came selectively upon individuals, and often only for a limited time – 

Judges 14:6 – (Samson) “And the Spirit of the LORD came mightily upon him,” 

Judges 16:20 – “And she said, The Philistines be upon thee, Samson. And he awoke out of his sleep, and said, I will go out as at other times before, and shake myself. And he wist not that the LORD was departed from him.” 

I Samuel 10:10 – (King Saul) “And when they came thither to the hill, behold, a company of prophets met him; and the Spirit of God came upon him, and he prophesied among them.” 

I Samuel 16:14 – “But the Spirit of the LORD departed from Saul, and an evil spirit from the LORD troubled him.” 

Psalm 51:11b – (David) “Cast me not away from thy presence; and take not thy holy spirit from me.” 

After Pentecost – “and shall be IN you”
Now, at the instant of salvation, every believer is indwelt by the Holy Spirit – 

Romans 8: 9, 11 – “But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.” 

“But if the Spirit of him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that dwelleth in you.” 

I Corinthians 6:19 – “What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own?” 

Galatians 3:2 – “This only would I learn of you, Received ye the Spirit by the works of the law, or by the hearing of faith?” 

James 4:5 – “Do ye think that the scripture saith in vain, The spirit that dwelleth in us lusteth to envy?” 

The ethnic order in fulfillment of Acts 1:8 
The Jews - Acts 2:1-4 (our Text) 

The Samaritans – Acts 8:14-17 

The Gentiles – Acts 10:44-48 

It is interesting to note also that Peter was present in each case. 

The purpose of the Visible manifestation was to Demonstrate that Salvation, in God’s plan was for all men – 

Acts 10:34 – “Then Peter opened his mouth, and said, Of a truth I perceive that God is no respecter of persons:” 

CONCLUSION:  
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