THE BOOK OF ACTS #50
A Great Door and Effectual – Acts 20:1-5


A GREAT DOOR AND EFFECTUAL
DATE: 

TEXT: Acts 20:1-12; I Corinthians 16:9 (Map) 
INTRODUCTION: 

Chapter 20 continues Paul’s 3rd missionary journey over the course of the next year 
It includes his departure from Ephesus, his return to Macedonia and Corinth … 
And his roundabout journey back to Jerusalem 

Meeting before hand with the leadership of the Ephesian church again in Miletus on the way 
It was during this time that Paul likely wrote several of his epistles including Romans, Galatians, and possibly                               II Corinthians 
In the final segment of this chapter, Paul concludes his farewell to the elders of the Ephesian church 
The apostle Paul’s intended departure from Ephesus was delayed by a door of great opportunity 

Acts 19:21, 22 (end)  – “After these things were ended, Paul purposed in the spirit, when he had passed through Macedonia and Achaia, to go to Jerusalem, saying, After I have been there, I must also see Rome” 

“…but he himself stayed in Asia for a season”
I Corinthians 16:8, 9 – “But I will tarry at Ephesus until Pentecost” 
”For a great door and effectual is opened unto me, and there are many adversaries” 
The “great door and effectual” was the month of May which was sacred to the folks devoted to the worship of the false goddess Diana
Ephesus was filled with pilgrims, tourist, and hawkers from all over the province of Asia during these festivities 

With this “great door” also came “many adversaries”
Notably those who made their money by exploiting the religion of the city 

Paul describes his experiences of this time in - 
II Corinthians 1:8, 9 – “For we would not, brethren, have you ignorant of our trouble which came to us in Asia, that we were pressed out of measure, above strength, insomuch that we despaired even of life:” 
”But we had the sentence of death in ourselves, that we should not trust in ourselves, but in God which raiseth the dead:” 

He would later write to the church at Ephesus about the great battles God’s people were engaged in on a daily basis in his famous treatise on the Whole Armor of God of –   

Ephesians 6:10-18 

These events probably occurred at the end of the month of festivities … 
As the silversmiths (especially Demetrius) discovered that their profits were down compared to previous years 

Paul had determined to leave Ephesus after the Jewish Feast of Pentecost which was in June 

In this chapter the Holy Spirit allows us insight into the very heart of the great apostle  
As we begin this new chapter we need to realize the Great Door of Opportunity we have to get the Gospel out to lost and dieing world

We need to do all we can do - to accomplish this great task 
And with God’s Leading and Help we can

Let’s pray and look at “A Great Door and Effectual is opened upon us” 

~~~OPENING PRAYER~~~   

I. PAUL CONTINUES HIS MISSION – vs. 1-6 
A. The ‘Plan’ (Discipleship) – vs. 1-3 
1. The “uproar” - of course - was that of Demetrius of chapter 19 
Paul - deeming it wise to depart – therefore – called to him the “disciples” at Ephesus, “embraced” them - and

departed back to Macedonia (probably Philippi) 
The word “embraced” denotes the eastern custom of a brief hug sometimes followed by a kiss to each cheek 
It is quite possible the events described in vs. 3 &4  occurred over the next year  

2. The “those parts” noted in v.2 undoubtedly - refers to the churches of Macedonia which Paul started several years earlier 
He once again returned to strengthen these young Christians and their churches 
It probably was at this general time that Paul also

preached at Troas (which we will look into more detail) 
This probably also was the same general time when he went to Illyricum (i-lir'-i-kum) 
As mentioned in … 
Romans 15:19 – “Through mighty signs and wonders, by the power of the Spirit of God; so that from 
Jerusalem, and round about unto Illyricum, I have fully preached the gospel of Christ” 

It was probably after arriving back in Philippi that he wrote his second epistle to Corinth 
His ministry was that of “much exhortation” 
The idea is of much encouragement 
The word “exhortation” - among other things - has the sense of encouragement 
Young Christians need much encouragement in

the faith and Paul no doubt did just that 
He then traveled southward to “Greece” which otherwise was known as Achaia 
Though Athens was a part of Greece - in all likelihood - the reference is to Corinth where he had previously had such a fruitful ministry 
He had already written to them 
Titus had been there and subdued the Judaizers 
Now Paul goes back in person to receive the missionary offering he had urged them to take for the needy brethren in Judaea - II Corinthians 8:1-5 
3. His stay there was for three months – v.3a  
While in Corinth - it is quite possible he wrote his epistle to the Galatians and it is probable that he wrote the

epistle of Romans 
However - once again - opposition from Jews of the region forced him to move on 
The word “wait” - has the sense of planning a plot 
Paul - catching wind of it - gave the appearance of sailing for Syria and home 
It may be the plotters planned to kill him in route 
Paul ‘faked them out’ in traveling north and overland back to Macedonia and Philippi – end of v.3 
B. Paul’s Team – vs. 4, 5 
4. Now Paul returned by way of Philippi and a party of seven delegates from churches of the region planned to accompany him once he got to Troas 
Other churches of the region had taken an offering

for the brethren in Judea and evidently sent men along with Paul to personally deliver their gift 
These included Sopater of the Berean church, Aristarchus and Secundus from the Thessalonian church 
Gaius of Derbe, Timothy of Lystra, and Tychicus and Trophimus of the churches of Asia 
5. This party of seven responsible brethren waited for Paul at Troas as he journeyed upon foot to Philippi and thence by sea to Troas 
II. PAUL’S MINISTRY AT TROAS – (Troy) – vs. 6-12 
Paul picks up Luke in Philippi and sailed from Europe back to Asia to join the team that had gone ahead – vs. 4, 5 

Once again - Luke uses the first person plural pronoun “we” (also ‘us’ in v.5) 
The last time he noted himself with Paul was in Acts 16 when he was in Philippi for the first time 
Whether he had remained in Philippi this entire time or had done otherwise - we are not told 
In any event he again joins with Paul 
A. A Glimpse of an Early Church – v.7  
Paul did not plant a church in Troas during his first visit to that city 

Acts 16:7-11 - (  (the Macedonian Vision)

It was during his relatively short stay after leaving Ephesus that this was accomplished 

II Corinthians 2:12 – “Furthermore, when I came to Troas to preach Christ's gospel, and a door was opened unto me of the Lord,” 

Now – on his third visit – Paul spends a week with the church 
The details of this visit shed some light on 1st century Christianity 

1. Churches were Visible Local Assemblies 

We read that “…the disciples came together...” 

Churches are called out assemblies of Baptized Believers 

Called out of where? The World, from their homes to meet together to worship the Lord 

A NT church is an assembly – which involves 

“Coming together in one place”                                                        (I Corinthians 11:17, 18, 20)  
2. Churches Met on Sunday not Saturdays 
Paul preached the Gospel in the Jewish synagogues on the Sabbath because that’s when the people were there 

But Christians met on the 1st day of the week 

“And upon the first day of the week, when the disciples came together” – v.7a 
The word Sabbath means cessation or rest 
It was never a day of worship – but a day of rest from earthly labor 

The Sabbath is still Saturday 

Nobody has ever changed the designated day 

The principle of one day of rest in seven is still God’s principle 

The Sabbath was made for man (for his benefit) 
Mark 2:27 – “And he said unto them, The sabbath was made for man, and not man for the sabbath:” 

The legal observance of the Sabbath was part of the ceremonial and civil law given to the Jews 
Christians have been set free from the Law of the Sabbath 

Colossians 2:14-17 (
Sunday is the Lord’s Day 

Revelation 1:10 – “I was in the Spirit on the Lord's day, and heard behind me a great voice, as of a trumpet,” 

It’s the Day of the Lord’s Resurrection 

John 20:1 – “The first day of the week cometh Mary Magdalene early, when it was yet dark, unto the sepulchre, and seeth the stone taken away from the sepulchre” 

As testified in our text – it was the common practice of the early churches to meet on the 1st day of the week 

I Corinthians 16:2 – “Upon the first day of the week let every one of you lay by him in store, as God hath prospered him, that there be no gatherings when I come”

Several cults (notably Seventh Day Adventists) 

claim the Sabbath was changed from Saturday to Sunday at the command of Constantine in 325 A.D. 

This is not true – Constantine legalized Sunday as the Christian holy day (which he had no right to do)
But he only legalized what was already the practice of the early church 

Sunday is NOT the Christian’s Sabbath!

Jesus Christ is the Christian’s Sabbath 

Matthew 11:28 – “Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest”   (Hebrews 4:8-11) 
Christians are not to “observe” Sundays
It’s appropriate to meet on the 1st day of the week as the day Christ rose from the dead 

But there is no legal imposition to do so – as it is with the Jewish Sabbath 

Romans 14:5, 6a – “One man esteemeth one day above another: another esteemeth every day alike. Let every man be fully persuaded in his own mind” 
”He that regardeth the day, regardeth it unto the Lord; and he that regardeth not the day, to the Lord he doth not regard it” 

As a matter of fact the Bible says that we’re – 

Hebrews 10:25 – “Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching” 

3. Churches Met for Long Hours 
There was no neatly packaged Christianity 

That is – one hour tightly-scripted meetings

Notice the order of service in this church 

Preaching to midnight – v.7

Fellowship until dawn – v.11 

Obviously – this was a special meeting to hear Paul preach 

None-the-less the people wanted to stay  

B. Paul’s Preaching – v.7b 
Paul preached until midnight - but hungry heart can’t tell the time 
C. Eutychus – vs. 8-12 
1. Why he Fell Asleep

V. 8 gives the probable reason 

The lights were in fact many oil lamps – giving off fumes 

Eutychus was up on the 3rd level – hot air raises 
Poor ventilation makes attentive hearing difficult 

Even good preaching! 

2. His Double Fall
V. 9 – Eutychus both fell asleep and fell out the window – he fell 3 floors – this was a serious accident!    

3. His restoration to life
V.10, 12 – Here we see another Apostolic Miracle 

The dead boy is restores 
V.11 – They closed the meeting with fellowship 
And oh! - what a fellowship it was! 

CONCLUSION

It good to want to be under the preaching and teaching of the Word of God
But it’s no good if we don’t take what we’ve hear and give it out 

Acts 5:42 – “And daily in the temple, and in every house, they ceased not to teach and preach Jesus Christ” 

We have a great opportunity in these last days to get the Gospel out to a lost and dieing world

Won’t you do all you can to accomplish this great work? 

I Corinthians 16:9 – “For a great door and effectual is opened unto me, (us)”
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