THE BOOK OF ACTS SERMON SERIES #7
The Power of Pentecost – Acts 2:4-13 

THE POWER OF PENTECOST
DATE: 

TEXT: Acts 2:4-13 

INTRODUCTION: 

I. THE FILLING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT – v.4 

As we have noted previously, the “Filling of the Holy Spirit” is an “on-going experience” for the believer. 

Ephesians 5:18 – “And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit;” 

We are told that the word “filled” means to continue being “filled”.

It carries with it the idea of a continuance. 

It is also a commanded duty and privilege of all believers. 

It is synonymous with yielding to the control of the Holy Spirit. 

The requirements for being filled with the Spirit are: 

A.  To be a clean vessel  
A Holy God will not fill an unclean life – our lives must be free from all unconfessed sin. 

II Timothy 2:19-22 - ( 

II Corinthians 4:7 – “But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of the power may be of God, and not of us.” 

II Corinthians 7:1 – “Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.” 

Sin grieves the Holy Spirit and robs us of His power working in and through our lives – 
Ephesians 4:30 – “And grieve not the Holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption.” 

B. To walk in Truth  
The Holy Spirit is called the “Spirit of truth” 
John 14:17 – “Even the Spirit of truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be in you.” 

John 15:26 – “But when the Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from the Father, even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth from the Father, he shall testify of me:” 

John 16:13 – “Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come.” 

He cannot control those who knowingly walk contrary to His truth as it is given in the Word of God - 

I John 4:6 – “We are of God: he that knoweth God heareth us; he that is not of God heareth not us. Hereby know we the spirit of truth, and the spirit of error.”

I John 5:6 – “This is he that came by water and blood, even Jesus Christ; not by water only, but by water and blood. And it is the Spirit that beareth witness, because the Spirit is truth.” 

I Peter 1:22 – “Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see that ye love one another with a pure heart fervently:” 

John 4:24 – “God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.” 

C. To Ask   
Luke 11:13 –“If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children: how much more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him?” 

There is no prescription given in God’s Word requiring tears or long, agonizing hours of “praying through” in order to be filled with the Spirit. 
The agony should result from our sin, when it hinders the Holy Spirit’s working – 

Romans 7:17-24 - (
THE FILLING OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
II. THE GIFT OF TONGUES – v. 4b (I Corinthians 14)
The Charismatic movement, with its hallmark emphasis on “speaking in tongues” is one of the great religious phenomena of the 20th Century. 

Many Christians are confused or uncertain about the issue – often basing their beliefs on what they see, rather than on what the Bible says. 

There are three things to take note of if we are to understand what the Bible really says about speaking in tongues: 

A. The Biblical “Record” of Tongues 

This passage records the first instance of men speaking with other tongues. 

In the science of Biblical interpretation (hermeneutics), the “Law of First Mention” states that “the mention of any given subject gives the key to its subsequent meaning” 
Applying this rule, we can immediately see that true Biblical “tongues” are known languages and dialects – 

Not unintelligible gibberish! 

In fact, Acts 2:9-11 lists 16 known languages and dialects. 
                                                                                                                               1. The Bible Standard -This fits the standard Biblical usage of the word “tongue” 
Genesis 10:5, 20 – “By these were the isles of the Gentiles divided in their lands; every one after his tongue, after their families, in their nations.” 
“These are the sons of Ham, after their families, after their tongues, in their countries, and in their nations.” 

Deuteronomy 28:49 – “The LORD shall bring a nation against thee from far, from the end of the earth, as swift as the eagle flieth; a nation whose tongue thou shalt not understand;” 

Ezra 4:7 – “And in the days of Artaxerxes wrote Bishlam, Mithredath, Tabeel, and the rest of their companions, unto Artaxerxes king of Persia; and the writing of the letter was written in the Syrian tongue, and interpreted in the Syrian tongue.” 
Acts 21:40 – “And when he had given him licence, Paul stood on the stairs, and beckoned with the hand unto the people. And when there was made a great silence, he spake unto them in the Hebrew tongue, saying,” 

Acts 22:2 – “(And when they heard that he spake in the Hebrew tongue to them, they kept the more silence: and he saith,)”

Revelation 5:9 – “And they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the seals thereof: for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation;” 

Revelation 7:9 – “After this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no man could number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood before the throne, and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands;” 

Revelation 13:7 – “And it was given unto him to make war with the saints, and to overcome them: and power was given him over all kindreds, and tongues, and nations.” 

2. The Unknown Tongue - The term “unknown tongue” is found I Corinthians 14:2 and refers to a language unknown to the hearer, as the context of the vs.9-11 makes very clear.  
In this case, only God and the speaker would understand what is being said – 

I Corinthians 14:2,4 – “For he that speaketh in an unknown tongue speaketh not unto men, but unto God: for no man understandeth him; howbeit in the spirit he speaketh mysteries.” 

“He that speaketh in an unknown tongue edifieth himself; but he that prophesieth edifieth the church.” 

3. The Tongues of Angels – I Corinthians 13:1 – The expression is an exaggerated one meaning the ability to speak perfectly.
Angels are spirits (Hebrews 1:14) and as such do not have tongues. 
But, whenever they have appeared in human form they have always spoken in the language of the hearer – 
Daniel 9:22 – “And he informed me, and talked with me, and said, O Daniel, I am now come forth to give thee skill and understanding.” 

Acts 12:7, 8 - (  (Peter in prison) 

The first question which should be asked of those who follow this form of doctrine is: “In what language did you speak?”

The Biblical “Record” of Tongues

B. The Biblical “Reason” for Tongues 

Speaking with tongues is one of the “Sign Gifts” listed in 

Mark 16:17, 18 – “And these signs shall follow them that believe; In my name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with new tongues;” 
18 “They shall take up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover.” 

1. The “Purpose” of the Sign Gifts 
According to Mark 16:20 and Hebrews 2:4, signs were given for the purpose of accreditation (to give someone authority) 
“And they went forth, and preached every where, the Lord working with them, and confirming the word with signs following. Amen.” 

“God also bearing them witness, both with signs and wonders, and with divers miracles, and gifts of the Holy Ghost, according to his own will?” 

They either accredited – 

(God’s Man – 

Moses - Exodus 4:1-9 - (
Jesus - John 20:30, 31 –“And many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book:” 
31 “But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might have life through his name.” 

Acts 2:22 –“Ye men of Israel, hear these words; Jesus of Nazareth, a man approved of God among you by miracles and wonders and signs, which God did by him in the midst of you, as ye yourselves also know:” 

Paul - II Corinthians 12:11, 12 – “I am become a fool in glorying; ye have compelled me: for I ought to have been commended of you: for in nothing am I behind the very chiefest apostles, though I be nothing.” 
12 “Truly the signs of an apostle were wrought among you in all patience, in signs, and wonders, and mighty deeds.” 

(God’s Message – 
Mark 16:20 – “And they went forth, and preached every where, the Lord working with them, and confirming the word with signs following. Amen.” 

Acts 4:29, 30 – “And now, Lord, behold their threatenings: and grant unto thy servants, that with all boldness they may speak thy word,” 
30 “By stretching forth thine hand to heal; and that signs and wonders may be done by the name of thy holy child Jesus.” 

The Gift of Tongues enabled the apostles to speak the “wonderful Works of God” (end of Acts 2:11) 
NOT the wonderful words of God. 

(That is they had no place in giving forth any extra-Biblical revelation.)   

2. The “Provision” of the Sign Gifts 
One of the characteristics of the Jewish heart is the need for a sign – 

I Corinthians 1:22 – “For the Jews require a sign, and the Greeks seek after wisdom:”
Numbers 14:11 – “And the LORD said unto Moses, How long will this people provoke me? and how long will it be ere they believe me, for all the signs which I have shewed among them?” 

The Bible specifically states that tongues are a sign to unbeliever – 

I Corinthians 14:22 – “Wherefore tongues are for a sign, not to them that believe, but to them that believe not: but
prophesying serveth not for them that believe not, but for them which believe.” 

A study of the three recorded instances of tongues being manifested shows two things:  
That Jews and an apostle were always present – 

(In Acts 2:1-13 – tongues here were a sign to unbelieving (unregenerate) Jews – thereby authenticating the Gospel preached by the apostles. 
(In Acts 10:44-48 – tongues were a sign to unbelieving                   (yet saved) Jews – thereby authenticating that God’s salvation was extended to the Gentiles. 
(In Acts 19:6 – tongues were a sign to unbelieving (thought-they were-saved) Jews – thereby authenticating that salvation was not through an ordinance (baptism), but through Christ. 
The second question we need to ask our Charismatic friends is: “To which group of Jews did they speak?” 
3. The “Profile” of the Sign Gifts 
Mark 16:17, 18 – catalogs four Sign Gifts: 

(Casting out devils

(Speaking in Tongues

(Taking up deadly serpents (miracles) 

(Healing 

This prophetic statement made by the Lord Jesus Christ has in fact been fulfilled. 

Each one of the Sign Gifts can be seen functioning in the Book of Acts – 

(Acts 16:16) 
Acts 16:18 – “And this did she many days. But Paul, being grieved, turned and said to the spirit, I command thee in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her. And he came out the same hour.” 

Acts 2:4 – “And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.” 

Acts 28:3-6 – (
Acts 3:6-8 – (
Therefore there is no warrant for seeking any further fulfillment of this passage. 
4. The “Passing” of the Sign Gifts 
According to I Corinthians 13:8 – “Charity never faileth: but whether there be prophecies, they shall fail; whether there be tongues, they shall cease; whether there be knowledge, it shall vanish away.” 

Since the Gift of Tongues is one of the Sign Gifts, we can see that all the sign gift were to transition out with the Apostle. 

( Signs were specifically directed to the nation of Israel 

( The sign of Tongues was a specific warning of imminent judgment upon Israel – 

Deuteronomy 28:49, 64 – “The LORD shall bring a nation against thee from far, from the end of the earth, as swift as the eagle flieth; a nation whose tongue thou shalt not understand;” 

“And the LORD shall scatter thee among all people, from the one end of the earth even unto the other; and there thou shalt serve other gods, which neither thou nor thy fathers have known, even wood and stone.” 

Isaiah 28:11 – “For with stammering lips and another tongue will he speak to this people.” 

Isaiah 33:19 – “Thou shalt not see a fierce people, a people of a deeper speech than thou canst perceive; of a stammering tongue, that thou canst not understand.” 

Jeremiah 5:15 –“Lo, I will bring a nation upon you from far, O house of Israel, saith the LORD: it is a mighty nation, it is an ancient nation, a nation whose language thou knowest not, neither understandest what they say.” 

I Corinthians 14:21, 22 – “In the law it is written, With men of other tongues and other lips will I speak unto this people; and yet for all that will they not hear me, saith the Lord.” 
22 “Wherefore tongues are for a sign, not to them that believe, but to them that believe not: but prophesying serveth not for them that believe not, but for them which believe.”
(In 70 A.D. this judgment came.  

Jerusalem was destroyed by the Romans and the Nation of Israel dispersed. 

There is no Biblical record of any sign manifested after this date. 

When the sign was fulfilled, the signs ceased. 

(Sign gifts ceased – “when that which is perfect is come”

I Corinthians 13:8-10 - (
This refers to the completed (written) Word of God. 

As the Books of the New Testament were written and circulated, the need for accreditation diminished accordingly. 

Today, we do not need signs to give authority to what is preached –we have the written Word of God, our only and final authority!! 

(The standard Charismatic interpretation of “when that which is perfect is come” is that it refers to the second coming of Jesus Christ – that prophecies, tongues, and knowledge would cease only when Christ returns. 

However, according to Joel 2:28-31 - ( , the return of Christ will actually be accompanied by signs, wonders, dreams, and prophecies. 
(II Peter 1:19-21 teaches that the gift of prophecy (foretelling) was replaced by the written Word of God – a more sure word! - (
( I John 2:18-21, 26, 27 emphasizes that the gift of knowledge has been replaced by the written Word of Truth.  
                                                                                                                    5. The “Place” of the Sign Gifts
For all the emphasis given nowadays to speaking in tongues, it is surprising to note that there are only three recorded instances of the gift being used.

I Corinthians was written to correct the abuse of this gift, among other things. 

Scriptures such as – 

I Corinthians 12:30 – “Have all the gifts of healing? do all speak with tongues? do all interpret?” 
I Corinthians 13:1 – “Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, and have not charity, I am become as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal.” 

I Corinthians 14:2-6 – (
I Corinthians 14:18, 19 – “I thank my God, I speak with tongues more than ye all:” 
19 “Yet in the church I had rather speak five words with my understanding, that by my voice I might teach others also, than ten thousand words in an unknown tongue.” 

 - All seem to diminish the important of the gift. 
6. The “Peril” with the Sign Gifts 
There is an extreme danger in seeking after the sign gifts today. 
This is because Satan is also able to produce signs and wonders –
II Timothy 3:8 – “Now as Jannes and Jambres withstood Moses, so do these also resist the truth: men of corrupt minds, reprobate concerning the faith.” 

Exodus 7:10-12, 22 – (
Exodus 8:7, 18 – (
Mark 13:21-23 – (
II Corinthians 11:13-15 - (
II Thessalonians 2:9 – “Even him, whose coming is after the working of Satan with all power and signs and lying wonders,” 

Revelation 13:13, 14 – (
Proverbs 25:14 – “Whoso boasteth himself of a false gift is like clouds and wind without rain.” 

Satan is well able to provide [counterfeit] what is being sought. 
The Biblical “Record” of Tongues

The Biblical “Reason” for Tongues 

C. The Biblical “Rules” for Tongues 

There are strict rules laid down in the Bible concerning anyone speaking in a foreign language in a church meeting. 

Even if the gift of tongues were for today (and it isn’t) these same rules would need to be applied. 

They are given in I Corinthians 14 – 

1. Only three such persons are to speak – v.27 
2. Such persons are to speak in turn – v.27 
3. One person must be present who can interpret – v.27
4. If no interpreter is present, there was to be no speaking in a foreign language – v.28 
Why? – vs. 2, 4, 6, 8, 14, 16-19, 23. 
5. Speaking in a foreign language was to be controlled – v.32 
6. Women were not allowed to speak in tongues – v.34 
CONCLUSION: 
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