THE BOOK OF ACTS SERMON SERIES #8 
The Preaching of Pentecost – Acts 2:14-36


THE PREACHING OF PENTECOST 
DATE: 
TEXT: Acts 2: 14-36 

INTRODUCTION: 

The Bible as a lot to say about preaching – 

(As a matter of fact it is found 137 times in its different forms in the NT) 
Ecclesiastes 1:1 – “The words of the Preacher, the son of David, king in Jerusalem.” 

( "To bring or tell good tidings" 
Psalm 40:9 -“I have preached righteousness in the great congregation: lo, I have not refrained my lips, O LORD, thou knowest.” 

Isaiah 61:1 – “The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me; because the LORD hath anointed me to preach good tidings unto the meek; he hath sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to them that are bound;” 

( "To call," or "proclaim" 
Nehemiah 6:7 – “And thou hast also appointed prophets to preach of thee at Jerusalem, saying, There is a king in                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

Judah: and now shall it be reported to the king according to these words. Come now therefore, and let us take counsel together.” 

("Cry"  

Jonah 3:2 – “Arise, go unto Nineveh, that great city, and preach unto it the preaching that I bid thee.” 

("Herald" 
I Timothy 2:7 –“Whereunto I am ordained a preacher, and an apostle, (I speak the truth in Christ, and lie not;) a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and verity.” 

Matthew 3:1 – “In those days came John the Baptist, preaching in the wilderness of Judaea,”

Romans 10:14 – “How then shall they call on Him in whom they have not believed? and how shall they believe in Him of whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher?” 

("To announce good news" 
Matthew 11:5 –“The blind receive their sight, and the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and the poor have the gospel preached to them.”
I Corinthians 1:18 – “For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; but unto us which are saved it is the power of God.” 

~~~OPENING PRAYER~~~
I. THE PREACHER – v. 14
“But Peter, standing up with the eleven, lifted up his voice, and said unto them, Ye men of Judaea, and all ye that dwell at Jerusalem, be this known unto you, and hearken to my words:”
It just seems right that Peter should be the one who comes forward and delivers the message of Pentecost. 

He was always the bold one, alert, zealous and it’s Peter who again defends the name of Jesus and his brethren against the skeptics. 

It goes to show just how great the work of God can be in the heart of a man. 

When only a few weeks earlier it was this same Peter who proclaimed in John 21:3 – “I go a fishing”  

All but quitting the ministry after his bitter experience of having denied his Master. 
II. THE PROPHECY OF JOEL – vs. 16-21
“But this is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel;” 

Let’s read Joel 2:28-32 - (
A difficulty has been imagined with Peter’s quoting of this passage. 

Joel’s prophecy clearly deals with the second coming of Jesus Christ. 

The events which are transpiring here on Pentecost were clearly NOT a fulfillment of Joel’s prophecy. 

On that day of Pentecost there were no signs and wonders of blood, fire, and vapor – v.19  

The sun was not darkened and the moon did not turn blood red – v.20 

So what does it mean? 

Why did Peter cite that particular reference? 

There are three possible solutions to this dilemma: 

1. Old Testament Prophecy is not to be Interpreted literally. 

This is the view of the spiritualizers – those who hold that all the Old Testament prophecies of a literal earthly kingdom of Christ have been fulfilled in a spiritual sense now (amillennialism), and that the specific promises given to the nation of Israel in this regard have been spiritually transferred to “The Church” 

Two problems with this: 

a. Old Testament prophecies of the first coming of Christ were all fulfilled literally! 

Why, then, should it be any different for those prophecies of His second coming? 

Especially when some Old Testament prophecies speak of both His comings in the same passage – 

Isaiah 61:1, 2 – “The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me; because the LORD hath anointed me to preach good tidings unto the meek; he hath sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to them that are bound;” 
2 “To proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all that mourn;” 

This is the verse that Jesus quotes in Luke 4:18 
b. This method of interpretation is subjective - based on somebody's opinions or feelings rather than on facts or evidence.

The interpreter, rather than scripture, becomes the authority! 

2. The Events of Pentecost were a Partial Fulfillment.  

This view has scriptural merit, and is based upon the Biblical definition of the “Last Days” (v.17) 
The “Last Days” or “Latter Days”; “Latter Times”; “Last Times” …

All refer to a broad time period beginning with the -
( “Day of Salvation” – (refers to the first advent of Christ) 
Hebrews 1:2 – “Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things, by whom also he made the worlds;” 

I Peter 1:20 – “Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last times for you,” 

( And ending with the great “Day of Judgment” 
James 5:3 – “Your gold and silver is cankered; and the rust of them shall be a witness against you, and shall eat your flesh as it were fire. Ye have heaped treasure together for the last days.” 

John 12:48 – “He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my words, hath one that judgeth him: the word that I have spoken, the same shall judge him in the last day.” 
( It embraces this present age 
I Timothy 4:1 – “Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils;” 

II Timothy 3:1 – “This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come.” 

II Peter 3:3 – “Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last days scoffers, walking after their own lusts,” 

( The 70th Week of Daniel’s prophecy (Daniel 9:24) is included
Deuteronomy 4:30, 31 – “When thou art in tribulation, and all these things are come upon thee, even in the latter days, if thou turn to the LORD thy God, and shalt be obedient unto his voice;” 
31 “(For the LORD thy God is a merciful God;) he will not forsake thee, neither destroy thee, nor forget the covenant of thy fathers which he sware unto them.” 

Jeremiah 23:20 – “The anger of the LORD shall not return, until he have executed, and till he have performed the thoughts of his heart: in the latter days ye shall consider it perfectly.” 

Ezekiel 38:16 – “And thou shalt come up against my people of Israel, as a cloud to cover the land; it shall be in the latter days, and I will bring thee against my land, that the heathen may know me, when I shall be sanctified in thee, O Gog, before their eyes.” 
( It includes the return of Jesus Christ and Israel’s salvation 

Hosea 3:5 – “Afterward shall the children of Israel return, and seek the LORD their God, and David their king; and shall fear the LORD and his goodness in the latter days.” 

Job 19:25 – “For I know that my redeemer liveth, and that he shall stand at the latter day upon the earth:” 

( It also includes the Millennium (the 1000 yr. reign of Christ) 
Isaiah 2:2 – “And it shall come to pass in the last days, that the mountain of the LORD'S house shall be established in the top of the mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills; and all nations shall flow unto it.” 

Micah 4:1 – “But in the last days it shall come to pass, that the mountain of the house of the LORD shall be established in the top of the mountains, and it shall be exalted above the hills; and people shall flow unto it.” 
This being the case, Joel’s prophecy covers events near the beginning and the end of the “Last Days” 
The colon in the middle of v.17 of our text (after the word “flesh”) represents a period of almost 2,000 years – 

All these events mentioned constitute the “Last Days” 

Note: There are several examples of “prophetic punctuation” in the Bible where an extended parenthesis of time is indicated: 

For Example - 

( The semi-colon ending Isaiah 61:1, and separating vs.1 and 2 represent the 2,000 year-long span of the present age. 

In Luke 4:18-21 Jesus quotes this verse. 

( The period at the end of Daniel 2:40 represents the present age, from the days of the Roman empire until now. 

Verse 41 deals with events just prior to Christ’s return. 

( The last semi-colon of Daniel 7:7 also represents the “Great Parenthesis” of time between ancient Rome and the coming Antichrist. 

3. Peter was simply answering the Mockers 

This explanation comes from the context of the passage. 

The events of that day of Pentecost were not even a partial fulfillment of Joel 2. 

Some had accused the believers of being drunk – v.13 

And Peter prefaced his message by answering that charge – v.15 

The “this is that” of v.16 is not referring to the events prophesied by Joel, but rather to the Holy Spirit also referred to by  the prophet. 

Peter was explaining the strange events that were taking place, and the Person and work of the Holy Spirit. 

His conclusion in v.33 confirms this interpretation to be the case. 
THE PREACHER 

THE PROPHECY OF JOEL

III. THE PREACHING OF PETER – vs. 22-36
This is the first of seven recorded sermons in the Book of Acts. 
Four are addressed to the Jews, one to a Gentile proselyte, and two to pagans. 

Note: Of particular interest is the starting point of these sermons: 

Those that are preached to the Jews begin with David (Acts 2),
Abraham (Acts 3, 7) and Moses (Acts 13) – 
Each would be familiar ground to the hearers who knew Who God was. 

The other messages preached to pagans started with preaching about creation (Acts 14, 17) 
A. Peter’s Audience 

They were Jews, v. 22a – hence his use of the Old Testament 

B. Peter’s Text 

It was Psalm 16:8-11 – This is one of the Messianic Psalms. 
C. Peter’s Theme  

We know the Holy Spirit gave Peter the message he preached that day, the theme of which is found in v.36 – 

“Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath made that same Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ.”
The Messiahship of Jesus Christ.
D. Peter’s Outline 

It was a “three-point” outline. 

Jesus of Nazareth is the Christ (Messiah) because of: 

i. His Works – v.22 

ii. The Word – fulfilled prophecy – vs. 25-31 

iii. The Witness of Men (the apostles) – vs. 32, 33


* To His resurrection 

* To His ascension 

E. Peter’s Message 

It was the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ –                                  vs. 23,24,32,36 

This is the Gospel – I Corinthians 15:1-4 which is the essential ingredient of every true Bible sermon. 
THE PREACHER 

THE PROPHECY OF JOEL

THE PREACHING OF PETER
IV. DOCTRINAL NOTES FROM PETER’S SERMON 

There are some interesting doctrinal points made in Peter’s message. 
A. God’s Determinate Counsel 

V.23 – “Him, being delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye have taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and slain:” 

CLOSING

INVITATION 
PAGE  
- 12 -

