THE BOOK OF DANIEL #9 
The Handwriting on the Wall – Daniel 5:1-31

THE HANDWRITING                             ON THE WALL
DATE: 

TEXT: Daniel 5:1-31
INTRODUCTION
Many people who know little or nothing about the Babylonians, Belshazzar's feast, or Daniel's prophecies use the phrase “the handwriting on the wall” 
The phrase comes from this chapter (v.5) and announces impending judgment 
Belshazzar, his wives and concubines, and a thousand notable guests were feasting and drinking while the army of the Medes and Persians waited at the city gates, ready to invade 
The city of Babylon boasted that it was impregnable and that there was enough food stored away to feed the population for twenty years! 
But the Lord said that Babylon's time had come 
Psalm 33:10, 11 says – “The Lord bringeth the counsel of the heathen to nought: He maketh the devices of the people of none effect” 
“The counsel of the Lord standeth for ever, the thoughts of His heart to all generations” 

                                                                                                                 The will of God shall be done, no matter what 
In Daniel chapter 5 we are introduced to a new character  
He will not stay with us very long for his story is told in this chapter alone 
His name is Belshazzar 
His name means - “Bel, protect the king”                                                 (Bel being a Babylonian god) 
The story of Belshazzar has given fuel to many critics who have attacked the book of Daniel 
For many years the name Belshazzar was unattested except in the Book of Daniel 
There have even been some commentators who have suggested that he was a fictional character invented by the author 
But we know that the Word of God is infallible 
It is not possible for it to contain mistakes or errors  

In recent years there has been evidence that has come to light proving the existence of Belshazzar 
P.A. Beaulieu in his book, The Reign of Nabonidus, King of Babylon (556-539 B.C.), states that there are thirty-seven 
archival texts dated from the first to the fourteenth year of Nabonidus that attest to the authenticity of Belshazzar
Another problem that Bible critics have with this chapter is that it describes Belshazzar as the last king of Babylon 
Historical records show that Nabonidus was the last king 
Again, the critics try to point this out as another mistake in Daniel 
Yet, new evidence shows that Belshazzar was actually the son of Nabonidus and served as coruler with his father 
During his seventeen year reign, Nabonidus mostly resided in Tema in Arabia which was about 500 miles from Babylon 
During his long absences from Babylon, it was his son Belshazzar who ruled the empire 
For all practical purposes, Belshazzar was the only king the people knew 
As far as Babylon was concerned, he was the de facto king
Another thing that the critics have attacked is that Nebuchadnezzar is referred to six times in chapter 5 as the father of Belshazzar (vs. 2, 11, 13, and 18) 
And he is designated as the son of Nebuchadnezzar once                   (v. 22) 
The term “father” is often used in the Scripture to refer to a predecessor 
For example, in Genesis 4:20, Jabal is said to be the “father of such as dwell in tents” 
In Genesis 4:21 Jubal is spoken of as “the father of all such as handle the harp and organ” 
The idea is that Jabal and Jubal were the first of the tent-dwellers and musicians and the predecessors of all the same that followed them 
You can always believe what God says in His Word  
God was there and knows exactly what happened and when he says something happened or that someone existed, 
Just mark it down as true, regardless of what the liberals and critics say

As we look at Daniel 5 we see God crashing the party 
Let’s pray and look closer and examine the events described in Daniel 5 
Let’s look at “The Handwriting on the Wall” 
First, notice what lead to the Handwriting on the wall:

I. THE “DESECRATION” 
In v.1a we read - “Belshazzar the king made a great feast to a thousand of his lords” 
Such feasts were not uncommon in ancient times and were notorious for their extravagance
First notice, the “Desecration” was caused by:

A. The ‘Indulgence’ 
In v.1b we read of how they “drank wine before the thousand” 
The tense of the word “drank” indicates continuous drinking 
The end of v.2 indicates that everyone at the feast, the king, as well as the women, participated in the drinking 
The timing of this feast was during the most inopportune time for the Babylonian Empire 
The Persians already invaded the land and had already defeated Nabonidus, Belshazzar’s father   
All that was left to completely conquer was the great city of Babylon 
In fact, on the night of the feast, the Persian army was camped outside the walls 
Some have suggested that Belshazzar hosted this feast to build morale and encourage the people 
The walls of Babylon were seen as invincible and maybe it was his way of saying to the people not to worry 
Others have suggested that he hosted the party as a coronation of himself as the sole king of Babylon, since his father had been defeated 
Truth: Whatever the case, they were partying like there was not a care in the world 
Belshazzar and his guests remind us of how today’s world live their lives 
Eat, drink, and be merry is the motto of the day 
They act like that satisfying the flesh and having what they call a good time is all that matters 
Any excuse for a party or a holiday 

They never seem to care about God and eternity  
We not only see a scene of ‘Indulgence’  
But also, secondly, the “Desecration” was caused by:

B. The ‘Irreverence’
At some point at this feast, Belshazzar gave his servant a command 
We read in v.2a - “Belshazzar, whiles he tasted the wine, commanded to bring the golden and silver vessels which his father Nebuchadnezzar had taken out of the temple which was in Jerusalem” 
The purpose was so – v.2b - “that the king, and his princes, his wives, and his concubines, might drink therein” 
We read in v.3 - “Then they brought the golden vessels that were taken out of the temple of the house of God which was at Jerusalem; and the king, and his princes, his wives, and his concubines, drank in them” 
These vessels had been made and consecrated for the service and worship of a Holy God 
Now they are being used as wine goblets in pagan party 
Their Irreverence of these sacred vessels was not limited to just drinking wine from them 
We read in v.4 - “They drank wine, and praised the gods of gold, and of silver, of brass, of iron, of wood, and of stone” 
They took these sacred vessels, 
Filled them with wine, and lifted them up in a toast to their Babylonian gods 
Everything about this feast was an act of blasphemy to our God 
It was a feast in which the things of God were “Desecrated”  
Vs. 22, 23 tell us that the actions of Belshazzar were more than just using the vessels because of their beauty  
They were an act of defiance against the Lord God  
When Daniel, interprets the message Belshazzar received 
He says - “And thou his son, O Belshazzar, hast not humbled thine heart, though thou knewest all this;” “But hast lifted up thyself against the Lord of heaven; and they have brought the vessels of His house before thee, and thou, and thy lords, thy wives, and thy concubines, have drink wine in them; and thou praised the gods of silver, and gold, of brass, iron, wood, and stone, which see not, nor hear, nor know: and the God 
in whose hand thy breath is, and whose are all thy ways, hast thou not glorified”
Belshazzar knew that God had humbled Nebuchadnezzar, 
But in his pride deliberately defies the God of Israel 
His attitude seem to be - “Thou may have humbled Nebuchadnezzar, but you won’t humble me” 
In all this, Belshazzar demonstrated his ‘Irreverence’ for God and the things of God
Truth: We live in a society that largely has no respect or reverence for God 
The comedians on TV make jokes about God and make light of His claims 
Tragically, we even find that some who profess to know the Lord treat Him with such disrespect and irreverence  
Whenever we take lightly His Word and will, we are showing Him disrespect  
Truth: Most of the Church bldgs. of yesterday were built without fellowship halls 
They felt like it was a sin to eat in Church 
Today, a person would be considered a spiritual nut or some religious extremist if he held to such convictions 
Now, I don’t think there is anything wrong with having a fellowship hall, 
But it did reveal a respect for the House of God 
We don’t see much respect for the House of God any longer 
All you have to do is look around on Sunday morning to see this 
In many places the crowd looks like the same crowd at a ball game

How we view the things of God, such as the Church, says a lot about our attitude toward God 
If we have great reverence for Him it will be reflected in how we treat that which is associated with His Name 
He is a holy God and deserves our reverence, 
And when we show Him reverence it will be reflected in how we treat Him and His things  
THE “DESECRATION”
Secondly, notice with me:
II. THE “DISTURBANCE” 

For awhile they partied like there was no tomorrow, 
Then the feast was Disturbed by an unusual happening 
I can imagine everyone laughing and talking, 
But then the place goes dead silent 
I am sure you could have heard a pin drop 
What was this interruption of this royal party? 
We read in v.5 - “In the same hour came forth fingers of a man’s hand, and wrote over against the candlestick upon the plaister of the wall of the king’s palace: and the king saw the part of the hand that wrote” 
Suddenly, out of nowhere a hand began writing on an area of the wall that was illuminated by a lampstand 
I bet people sobered up real quick when they saw this strange phenomenon

 In v.25 we are told what these fingers wrote on the wall 
“And this is the writing that was written, MENE, MENE, TEKEL, UPHARSIN” 
This certainly got the attention of everyone, especially Belshazzar 
As we look closer at this “Disturbance” we see:

A. The ‘Fear of the King’
You can only imagine how it must have filled everyone with fear 
Belshazzar was especially frightened by what happened 
We read in v.6 - “Then the king’s countenance was changed, and his thoughts troubled him, so that the joints of his loins were loosed, and his knees smote one against another”
You talk about wiping a smile off someone’s face 
Belshazzar turned white as a ghost and his knees began to knock 
The words “his loins were loosed,” literally mean his legs gave way 
The word “troubled” means that he was “terrified” 
It is possible that he was so terrified that he fainted 
I must confess it would have scared me 
We not only see The ‘Fear of the King’ 
But we also see:

B. The ‘Failure of the Wise Men’
Once Belshazzar got over the initial shock of what happened, Belshazzar called for his wise men 
We read in v.7 - “The king cried aloud to bring in the astrologers, the Chaldeans, and the soothsayers. And the king spake, and said to the wise men of Babylon, Whosoever shall read this writing, and shew me the interpretation thereof, shall be clothed with scarlet, and have a chain of gold about his neck, and shall be the third ruler in the kingdom”

The words “cried aloud” literally mean that he screamed for his adviser 
He called in all his advisors and told them that whoever was able to tell him what the words meant, he would give them royal honors and gifts, as well giving them the third highest position in the kingdom 

However, we read in v.8 - “Then came in all the king’s wise men: but they could not read the writing, nor make known to the king the interpretation thereof” 
The fact they did not discern the writing or could tell him the meaning of the words created even greater fear in his heart 
We read in v.9 - “Then was King Belshazzar greatly troubled, and his countenance was changed in him, and his lords were astonied”

He realized this was no ordinary message 
If he was at first frightened, he was now terrified when his wise men could not tell him the meaning 
As we shall see, the message was from God 
He knows how to get our attention 
We read in Job 20:4-7 - “Knowest thou not this of old, since man was placed upon earth,”                                              “That the triumphing of the wicked is short, and the joy of the hypocrite but for a moment?”                                “Though his excellency mount up to the heavens, and his head reach unto the clouds;”                                               “Yet he shall perish for ever like his own dung: they which have seen him shall say, Where is he?”

The “triumphing of the wicked” Belshazzar was about to end   
THE “DESECRATION”
THE “DISTURBANCE” 

Notice thirdly:
III. THE “DENUNCIATION” 

“The message that was written on the wall” was a message sent from God specifically for Belshazzar 
It was a “Denunciation” of his pride and rejection of God 
The clock had struck midnight in the life of Belshazzar 
As the story continues we see:
A. The ‘Reputation’ of Daniel

The queen mother heard of what had happened and she came to where the feast was being held 
We read in v.10 - “Now the queen, by reason of the words of the king and his lords, came into the banquet house: and the queen spake and said, O king, live for ever: let not thy thoughts trouble thee, nor let thy countenance be changed:” 

The queen mother said - “Don’t be worried about what has happened. There is no reason why you should be as pale as a ghost” 
Ill. Warren Wiersbe said, “Her attitude didn’t match the gravity of the situation, but her suggestion was a good one: summon Daniel, the king’s greatest adviser” 

In vs. 11, 12 we read her words 
The words of the queen mother reveal the kind of reputation Daniel had in Babylon 
She spoke of how the “spirit” and “wisdom of the gods” were in him 
Her words reveal the great respect that she had for Daniel although she did make one mistake in what she said 
It was not the spirit and wisdom of “the gods” that were in him, 
But the spirit and wisdom of GOD 
She spoke of the “excellent spirit” and the “knowledge, and understanding” that he possessed and his ability to interpret the dream of Nebuchadnezzar, 
And as a result, had been elevated to a position of being over all the wise men of Babylon 
She said to Belshazzar, “He can “shew the interpretation” of the handwriting on the wall 
I find it strange that Belshazzar did not know of Daniel, 
Or it may be a case that he had forgotten about him  
Whatever the case, Daniel was well known in Babylon  

Furthermore, notice:
B. The ‘Revelation’ of Daniel

We read in vs. 13, 14 
Belshazzar quickly sent for Daniel 
He was so troubled by what had happened that he was desperate to know what had been written on the wall 

He explained to Daniel that his wise men had not been able to interpret the writing and if he could tell him what it meant he would royally reward him in vs. 15, 16 
We read in v.17 of Daniel telling Belshazzar that he is not interested in any rewards, 
But would tell him the meaning of the handwriting: 
“Then Daniel answered and said before the king, Let thy gifts be to thyself, and give thy rewards to another; yet I will read the writing unto the king, and make known to him the interpretation”

Daniel first reminded Belshazzar of how God had humbled his grandfather Nebuchadnezzar 
We read in vs. 18-21  
It was then that Daniel pointed his finger straight at Belshazzar 
He said to him in vs. 22, 23
He tells Belshazzar that he, like his grandfather, has an appointment with the God of Heaven

It was then that he revealed the meaning of the handwriting on the wall 
He gives the meaning in vs. 24-28  
Daniel tells him that his days as a king and Babylon as a kingdom are over 
The Medes and Persians camped outside the walls are going to conquer and divide the mighty Babylonian kingdom 
His days were numbered 
It does not appear that Belshazzar realized the seriousness of what Daniel told him 
We read in v.29 that he kept his promise of a royal reward 
We read - “Then commanded Belshazzar, and they clothed Daniel with scarlet, and put a chain of gold 
about his neck, and made a proclamation concerning him, that he should be the third ruler in the kingdom” 
He made Daniel the third ruler of the kingdom even though Daniel had just told him his kingdom was about to come to an end 
Again, it would appear that the seriousness of the hour did not set in, or perhaps he didn’t believe the message
As for the seriousness of the hour and the reliability of God’s message on the wall, we read in vs. 30, 31 
“In that night was Belshazzar the king of the Chaldeans slain. And Darius the Median took the kingdom, being about threescore and two years old” 
Belshazzar didn’t have months or weeks. He didn’t even have days 
He only had hours! 
The message of God would be fulfilled that very night 

Belshazzar and the citizens of Babylon thought they were safe within the massive walls and behind the strong bronze gates 
However, the Medo-Persian army diverted the Euphrates River that flowed through Babylon and were able to go under the city gates and into the city

Years ago, Dr. Harry Rimmer published a book on prophecy called Straight Ahead Lies Yesterday, a title that could well be given to the Book of Daniel 
The world has always had its great cities, its mighty empires, and its powerful dictators, but the Most High God still reigns in heaven and on the earth and accomplishes His purposes 
No nation, leader, or individual citizen can long resist Almighty God and win the battle

Furthermore, when God says something will happen you can be certain it will come to pass  
Just ask Belshazzar 
The Handwriting is on the Wall 
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