PSALM 23 AND THE DAYS AHEAD #4 
All the Way My Saviour Leads Me – Psalm 23:2,3

ALL THE WAY                                  MY SAVIOUR LEADS ME
DATE: 9/8/2013 am
TEXT: Psalm 23:2b, 3

INTRODUCTION
As we continue to think about the 23rd Psalm and Facing The Days Ahead …
We can be Assured that our Lord will Lead us through those days 
Whatever the days ahead may Hold or Wherever they may Take us … 
We know that the Lord, like a Shepherd, will Lead us
Testimony: The story is told that Fanny Crosby had a financial need. She didn’t know where she would get the money. So as was her custom, she went to God in prayer.  Within a few minutes there was a knock at her door. It was a stranger that gave her the exact amount for which she had been praying. She said, “I have no way of accounting for this except to believe that God, in answer to my prayer, put it into the heart of this good man to bring me the money. My first thought was, it is so wonderful the way the Lord leads me.” She immediately wrote the words of the hymn, “All the Way My Saviour Leads Me.” The first stanza begins: “All the way my Saviour leads me, What have I to ask beside? Can I doubt His tender mercy, Who thru life has been my Guide?”
We find an example of the Lord’s leading in Exodus 13:21

 Here we see the children of Israel in the wilderness 
“And the Lord went before them by day in a pillar of a cloud, to lead them the way; and by night in a pillar of fire, to give them light; to go by day and night” 
Both day and night, the Lord Leads His people   
David said in Psalm 139:8-10 – 
“If I ascend up into heaven, Thou art there: If I make my bed in hell, behold, Thou art there” “If I take the wings of the morning, and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea;” “Even there shall Thy hand lead me, and Thy right hand shall hold me” 
David said it didn’t mattered where he was

The Lord was there Leading him 
What the future holds, only God knows

But this we know 
The Lord has Promised that He will be with us … 
… Leading us each step of the way 

Let’s pray and think on this thought  

Taken from Fanny Cosby’s song - 

“All The Way, My Saviour Leads Me”  
~~~Prayer~~~
First let’s think about the Lord’s Leading by considering …
I. THE “PLACE OUR LORD ASSUMES”  (What I mean is…) 
The Place, in our Lives, the Lord takes Responsibility for  

Twice in our text we read the phrase - “He leadeth me” 
In that thought, we see the Place the Lord takes in our life 
As our Shepherd, He takes the Lead  
- He is not behind us; Leaving us (to face life on our own)  
- But before us; Leading us (each step of the way)  

Psalm 80:1a & John 10:4 are 2 wonderful description of the Lord Leading His people -  
“Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, thou that leadest Joseph like a flock…” 

“And when He putteth forth His own sheep, He goeth before them, and the sheep follow Him: for they know His voice” 
Pictured here are sheep, being brought out of the sheepfold   
 Notice carefully … 
“He goeth before them, and the sheep follow Him”
- During the Night, the Shepherd has Stood Guard 

- During the Day, he Serves as Guide 
- The shepherd goes before his sheep  
- The Lord goes before His Children  
When we consider the place, the Lord takes in our life …
We see that He is Assuming Responsibility as our Shepherd  
First, we see that - 
A. He Takes Responsibility for the ‘Demands’ of Life
1. Life is Demanding  
Therefore we need the Lord’s Leading and Tender Care  
The Demands of life, burden us … 
Emotionally, Mentally, Physically, Spiritually  
For most of us, our worry is not how to Face the Days ahead … 
But how to Face Today   
What we Face; often leaves us wondering … 
How I’ll cope, What am I going to do, or How will I make it? 
That’s exactly where we need to be … (Look at) 

2. The Sheep’s Inability 

In our last study we took note that sheep are Defenseless and Directionless   
They cannot defend themselves and do not have the ability to know which way to go 
Sheep are absolutely Dependant on the shepherd to take care of them 
Without the shepherd, sheep would never find green pastures or still waters  
They would eventually die, of hunger and thirst 
They cannot survive without the Shepherd 
Song: William Bradbury wrote: “Saviour, like a shepherd lead us, Much we need Thy tender care; In Thy pleasant pastures feed us, For our use Thy folds prepare”
3. The Good Shepherd Takes that Responsibility
Jesus Christ, Our Good Shepherd … 
… Has taken upon himself the Responsibility of Leading his sheep to green pastures and still waters 
As Our Shepherd, he has taken upon himself the responsibility of …
- Meeting our every need 
He has taken upon Himself the responsibility of …
- Caring and Providing for us  
Turn to Matthew 6:25-34 …

He Takes Responsibility for the ‘Demands’ of Life
Furthermore, we see that -     
B. He Takes Responsibility for the ‘Directions’ of Life 
At the beginning of each day the shepherd leads his sheep out of the fold 
The Shepherd Determines the Direction the flock takes 
Where they go is up to him 
At the beginning of the day he may lead them into green pastures …  
In the evening he may lead them to still waters  
In either case, Where ever they go and Whatever they do 
It is determined by the shepherd 
1. The Lord Leads Us 

Therefore, we can Confidently give the reigns of our life to the Lord …
… Understanding the Lord has Assumed the Leadership 

And we Freely give Him that Leadership 
2. Whatever Path He takes 

- He may take you down a path of Health & Wellness 

Or He may Lead you down the path of Sickness

- He may lead someone down a path of Prosperity 
And another down a path of Adversity 
- There may be times when he leads us down paths marked by Blessings  
And at other times He lead us down paths that are laden with Burdens  
- One day it may be Enjoyable  
The next day, Sorrowful 
Here’s the Assurance though, 
The Paths of Life, are Paths Directed by the Lord  

Song:  There’s a bldg. in Philadelphia on Broad & Arch Streets with a bronze marker with the words: "He Leadeth Me," on it. This is in reference to the great Hymn written by Joseph H. Gilmore. The song was written in the home of his Deacon which lived next to the First Baptist Church of which he was pastor. (Which once stood on that spot the marker rep.) The night that the marker refers was a Wednesday evening during the days of the Civil War. He preached that night from 23rd  Psalm and dwelt at length on God's leadership during dark days. Over and over he repeated the words, "He leadeth me beside still waters. He leadeth in paths of righteousness." He urged his listeners to follow God's leading as sheep who follow the shepherd. After the service he went to the home of his Deacon where they continued discussing God's leading. It was while they talked, that he jotted down on the back of his sermon notes the words that would be later set to music and become one of the most cherished hymns of the Church: He leadeth me! O blessed thought! O words with heavenly comfort fraught! What-e’er I do, where-e’er I be, Still ‘tis God’s hand that leadeth me. He leadeth me, He leadeth me, By His own hand He leadeth me; His faithful follower I would be, For by His hand He leadeth me.
What a blessed thought to know that no matter where we are in life, it’s according to our Lord’s Leading 
As our Shepherd, He has taken the Responsibility for both the ‘Demands on’ our Life and the ‘Direction of’ our Life 
As the Psalmist said in Psalm 37:23 - “The steps of a good man are ordered by the Lord” 
And Every step on that path Leads to “the House of the Lord Forever”
THE “PLACE OUR LORD ASSUMES”

Secondly, notice with me -
II. THE “PURPOSE OUR LORD ASSURES”
One of the ways we can face The Days Ahead … 
… is by being Confident that Regardless of the Direction ... 
… God always has the Best Plan and Purpose 
However and Wherever He Leads … 
… It is never without Purpose!  
Thus we can be Assured that - 
A. Where He Leads is for ‘Our Good’
Where He leads I will Follow – Why? 
Everything the Shepherd does … 
… is for the good of his sheep  
Every path he takes his sheep on, it’s with their good in mind  
We must never forget that whatever path our Lord may take us down, it for our Best and for our Good  

There are times when we may question the Lord’s leading, 
But we must be Assured, that it is for our good  
Ill. Herbert Lockyer wrote: “The best of saints do not know what is best for them, because, at their best, they are fallible. It is not in them to direct their steps aright." 
In other words, we don’t always know what is best for our life, but our Shepherd knows 
Romans 8:28 - “And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to His purpose” 
- Do you Know?
- Do you Love God? (Are you saved, are you living sanctified?)
- Have you heard the call?
The “all things” include the good and the bad alike
Yet, God assures us that they all work together and harmonize for our good  

It has been well said, 
That what happens in life is not an accident, but God’s appointment 
- Everything is Filtered through God’s Love 
- Shaped by His Plan and Purpose   
As we follow the Lord our Shepherd …
We can have the Assurance that our life will not take a course that has not been Arranged and Appointed by God 
The path may Twist and Turn, but God makes no mistakes 
Our Life, our Future, our Tomorrows are in the hands of God  
He’s the one that Leads us …  
And therefore Determines and Decides what Direction our life will take 
And that Direction is always for our Good 
Where He Leads is for ‘Our Good’
Furthermore, when we think of the Direction our Lord may lead, 
We should also be aware that - 
B. Where He Leads is for ‘His Glory’
Notice our text again carefully 
“He leadeth me beside the still waters…He leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for His Name’s sake”  
The word “sake” means on account of 
The paths in which he Leads, is on account of His Name 
Ill. Moyer states in his book on 23rd Psalm - “All of His leading is to the end that the name of the Lord be glorified” “When a sheep strays, the shepherd always goes after it himself. He will leave the flock with a keeper and go through Hill and High Water, in the heat of the summer or in the cold of the winter to bring that stray sheep back to the fold. Why does the shepherd takes this trouble...Why should he leave the rest of the flock for just one sheep? The answer is, His reputation.”
Matthew 18:12 – “How think ye? if a man have an hundred sheep, and one of them be gone astray, doth he not leave the ninety and nine, and goeth into the mountains, and seeketh that which is gone astray?”

The way the Lord leads is Ultimately for His Glory 
Ill. Again I quote Moyer: “Shepherds gathered together at the close of the day to talk over what happened that day. For days or months, or even years afterwards, it would be mentioned as a disgrace to any shepherd who permitted a stray lamb to perish without going in search of it. On the other hand, if he exposed himself to great danger to rescue a lamb, that would be mentioned to his credit. Others would praise him as a great shepherd”
Whatever God does in our life, the Ultimate Purpose is that it will speak to His Credit 
He will be Praised! He will be Magnified! He will be Glorified!  
The paths the Lord leads us on …
… May vary from person to person and from time to time  
… But this we are Assured … 
Where He Leads is for ‘Our Good’ and for ‘His Glory’ 
THE “PLACE OUR LORD ASSUMES”

THE “PURPOSE OUR LORD ASSURES”

Finally, notice with me - 
III. THE “PATHS OUR LORD APPOINTS”
I’ve stressed, throughout our look at 23rd Psalm …
We are on a journey that will ultimately end with our …

Dwelling in the House of the Lord forever 
Knowing our journey’s end … 
…Helps us too Patiently Wait on the Lord 

Our Aim then, should be to learn how to face what life may bring our way …

With Clam Assurance and a Consecrated Heart 

How can we Face the Days that are Ahead that way? 
What’s the secret? (There is no secret!) 

The answer is simply - Faithfully Follow the Shepherd  

As we follow Him, Regardless of the path
There are 2 places we know He will always led us  
First, we see -  
A. Following with a ‘Calm’ Heart 
“He leadeth me beside the still waters” 

1. The Still waters 

Are a description of a quiet pool of water  
The word “still” speaks of Peaceful  

Sheep will not drink from a turbulent or a running stream  
The reason is they cannot 
A sheep’s nose and mouth are too close together  
If they tried to drink from moving water …

…The water would go up their nose   
Oftentimes a shepherd would damn a stream to create a pool of still waters to allow his sheep to drink 
In that we see … 

2. A Picture of Peace
The Picture of sheep beside Still Waters is one of Peace  
As we Face the Days Ahead, 
We can face those days with Peace of Mind  
Instead of being Perplexed, we can have Peace  
We can know a Peace, as Paul described …
Philippians 4:7 – “And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus” 

3. No Matter What Happens

Regardless of what path the Lord is leading us on  
We can sing -
Far away in the depths of my spirit tonight
Rolls a melody sweeter than psalm;
In celestial like strains it unceasingly falls
O’er my soul like an infinite calm 
Peace, peace, wonderful peace,
Coming down from the Father above,
Sweep over my spirit forever, I pray,
In fathomless billows of love
The Lord will give us Peace  
He will lead us beside the Still Waters 

We can Follow with a ‘Claim’ Heart  
Furthermore, we see that we can - 
B. Follow with a ‘Consecrated’ Heart (Dedicated) 
“He leadeth me in the paths of righteousness” 

He will lead us in paths that spiritually Grow and Mature us … 
Bringing us closer to Him  
Our Attention and Affection needs to be centered on Him  
- Hearing His voice should be our Delight  
- Following Him should be our Desire 
John 10:4 – “…for they know His voice” 

The paths our Lord takes us on should only bring us closer to Him 
CONCLUSION
Regardless of the paths in which our Lord may lead us in the Days Ahead, 
- May we always keep our eyes on Him! 
Let none of the paths, He may choose …
- Weaken our Affection for Him  
- Draw our Attention from Him  
Just follow Him with a Consecrated Heart 
And one day We will dwell in the house of the Lord forever, 
Song: I believe we can join with Fanny Crosby and sing 
All the way my Saviour leads me—O the fullness of His love! Perfect rest to me is promised In my Father’s house above. When my spirit, clothed immortal, Wings it flight to realms of day, This my song through endless ages: Jesus led me all the way; This my song through endless ages: JESUS LED ME ALL THE WAY 
“All the Way My Saviour Leads Me”
THE “PLACE OUR LORD ASSUMES”
He Takes Responsibility for the ‘Demands’ and ‘Direction’ of Life
THE “PURPOSE OUR LORD ASSURES”
Where He Leads is for ‘Our Good’ and ‘His Glory’

THE “PATHS OUR LORD APPOINTS”
Are Followed with a ‘Calm’ and ‘Consecrated’ Heart  
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