THE BOOK OF HEBREWS #4 
Jesus – Better than the Angels – Hebrews 1:4-14 (part 2)

JESUS - BETTER 
THAN THE ANGELS
PART 2
DATE: 7/10/2013 Wed.  
TEXT: Hebrews 1:4-14
INTRODUCTION
Quote: The name John Newton is remembered for his hymn “Amazing Grace”. Saved from a sinful life, he became a faithful minister of the Gospel and lived the remainder of his life serving and glorifying the Lord who had saved him. In his later years, he often lost his memory in the pulpit and had to be reminded of the subject about which he had been preaching. He said, “My memory is nearly gone; but I remember two things: that I am a great sinner and that Jesus is a greater Saviour.” 

In the book of Hebrews we are constantly reminded that Jesus is Greater, Better
In v.4 we are told that He is Greater than the Angels  
In our last study we turned our focus on the angels specifically …

… And thought about how amazing they are  
The nature and ministry of the angels is a fascinating study 
Yet, as fascinating as they are, they pale in significance to the Lord Jesus  
As great as they are, He is Greater  
As glorious as they are, He is more Glorious  
The word Better speaks of being “Noble” or “Superior” 
The angels are a noble creature   
But their nobility is nothing compared to the Nobility of the Lord Jesus  
The angels are superior to man  
But Christ is Superior to all
Why is it that the author of Hebrews is emphasizing the Superiority of Christ?  

You see, at the time of the writing of the Book of Hebrews  
… Jewish people tended to embellish the basic OT teachings about angels 

(The reason was the Talmud’s writings and popular rabbinical interpretations and ideas) 

There existed a strong tendency among the Jews to unduly exalt angels  
A Jewish sect known as the Essenes (a group of Jews that resembled the Pharisees) exalted angels to a place of worship 

Because of this, Many Jewish-Christians were now advocating Gnosticism  
Again, the angels are amazing creatures, but Christ is Better  
Why and How is Christ Better?  
Let’s cont. to look at vs. 4-14 and notice 3 reasons why …

“Christ is Better than the Angels” 
~~~Prayer~~~
First, the writer shows us -
I. THE “DEITY” OF CHRIST
The first thing the writer of Hebrews settles about Jesus is His Deity 
What do we mean by Deity? 
The word speaks of the place or essential nature of God  
When we speak of the Deity of Christ 
We are speaking of His Divine Nature  
In v. 4 the writer turns our thoughts to His Deity 
He speaks of the unique name that Jesus has, 
A name that bears the stamp of His Deity 
We read - “Being made so much better than the angels, as He hath by inheritance obtained a more excellent Name than they” 
The angels are called by many names … 
But Jesus is called by a name that no angels can claim  
Jesus possesses “a more excellent name” than angels  
He bears the name of “God’s Son” 
This “more excellent name” is an inherited name 
How did He inherit this name? 
Notice first - 
A. The ‘Incarnation’ of the Son

I want to draw your attention to the words in v. 5
 “this day have I begotten thee” 
These words are from Psalm 2:7 – 
“I will declare the decree: the LORD hath said unto Me, Thou art my Son; this day have I begotten Thee” 
The word “begotten” is a term that refers to a birth  
We know from the Scriptures that Jesus is Eternal 
Therefore we know that the writer is not speaking of a time when Jesus began to exist 
(For there has never been a time when He did not exist)  
Rather, he is speaking of the hour of His Incarnation  
Please note the words “this day” 
These words mark a specific point in time  
The writer is speaking of the hour when Jesus came into this world … 
… born of a virgin, taking upon Himself a body of flesh 
On the other hand -

It’s interesting how Paul makes a direct application of this promise to the Resurrection of Jesus Christ in Acts 13:33 as well –
“God hath fulfilled the same unto us their children, in that he hath raised up Jesus again; as it is also written in the second psalm, Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thee” 

Likewise, Romans 1:4 notes that Jesus was – 
“declared to be the Son of God with power, according to the spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead” 

We also see this text alluded to in Hebrews 5:5 
Though Paul clearly applied this verse to the Resurrection of Jesus … 
We see from both applications, this verse has a much broader sense
The application to Jesus being the only begotten Son of God … 
Is of both His Incarnation and His Resurrection 
This decree seems to transcend the dimension of time 
- Jesus was God’s only begotten Son when He was born  
- He also was such when He was raised from the dead 
- He will be such when He is set upon His throne when He returns 
- He always has been, and always will be God’s Only Son  

And when Jesus became man He obtained a more excellent name  
What was that name? It was the name “Son” 
The name “Son” is the title of Christ’s Incarnation  
The name “Son” is the name of His Humanity  
His name in eternity has always been “God” 
For example, we read in Psalm 2, v. 8 – 
“But unto the Son He saith, Thy throne, O God, is forever and ever” 
Before He ever became a man He was God  
His name in His humanity is “Son” 
When the eternal Christ came to earth as a servant  
He assumed the title of God’s Son  
When the angel appeared to Mary in Luke 1:35 
With the announcement that she would give birth  … 
He said - “The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God”  
When Jesus is called Son, it is inextricably connected with both His Incarnation and later His Death and Resurrection  
The ‘Incarnation’ of the Son
B. The ‘Exaltation’ of the Son
Having obtained the name and title “God’s Son” 
Jesus has obtained “a more excellent name” than the angels  
We read in v. 5 - “For unto which of the angels said He at any time, Thou art my Son” 
The words “unto which” literally mean – 
to which individual angel 
As a class, or collectively, angels are called “sons of God” 
An example is found in Job 1:6 – 
“Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the LORD” 
Here the “sons of God” refer to angels  

However, nowhere in the Scripture do you find any one individual angel ever called the son of God 
Not once did God ever say to an angel – 
“Thou art My Son” 
Yet, God said to Christ - “Thou art my Son” 
Because Jesus is God’s Son 
He bears a name more excellent than the angels 
In the name “Son” 
He is Exalted above the angels  
He is Superior to the angels  
Christ is Better than the angels  

v. 5 continues - “And again, I will be to Him a Father, and He shall be to Me a Son?” 
To no angel, did God ever speak of having such a distinct and unique relationship  
Angels were Created Servants, but Jesus was the Divine Son 
Our society does not put much stock in names  
We often choose the names for our children by what is popular or after a family member  
Humor: I think of one fellow who went before a judge to have his name changed. The judge asked him his name and he replied, 
“Joe Stinks.” The judge said, “Well, I can understand you wanting to have your name changed. What would you like to have it changed to?” He said, “Tom Stinks.”

As I said, we don’t make much about names …  
But in the Bible, God often chose specific names that related to the character, or some other aspect of a person's life 
This is definitely so in the case of the Son of God  
Jesus is God’s Son; therefore He is Better than the angels! 
HE IS BETTER THAN THE ANGELS IN HIS “DEITY”!
II. THE “SOVEREIGNTY” OF CHRIST
We read in v. 8 – 
“But unto the Son He said, Thy throne O God, is forever and ever” 
As I have already pointed out, v. 8 is a declaration of the eternal nature of Jesus  
v. 8 is one of the most important statements in all of Scripture – 
And that Statement is - Jesus is God eternal! 
For the liberal theologians or religious groups who would dare say that Jesus is nothing more than a man, or a created being …
This one statement lays the axe to such diluted and perverted thinking about Jesus 
He is God! 
He is the Eternal God  
The Bible says in John 1:1 - “In the beginning was the Word, the Word was with God, and the Word was God” 
Jesus is Co-Existent, Co-Equal, and Co-Eternal with God  
Who is Jesus? 
The Father Himself tells us that He is God! 

This was one of the problems the Jewish leaders had with the claims of Christ  
We read in John 5:18 – 
“Therefore the Jews sought the more to kill Him, because He had not only broken the Sabbath, but said also that God was His Father, making Himself equal with God” 

Hebrews 1:8 tells us that as the Eternal God, He has a Throne that is Eternal 
His Throne is “for ever and ever” 
The reference to His Throne is a reference to His Sovereignty  
He is an Eternal King with an Eternal Kingdom  
He Has, Is, and Will always Reign on His Throne  
Let’s look closer at His Throne  
First, the writer describes how His Throne is - 
A. A Throne of ‘Righteousness’
Again we read in v. 8 that Jesus eternally reigns on His throne and – 

“a sceptre of righteousness is the sceptre of Thy kingdom” (a Quote of Psalm 45:6, 7) 
As the One on the Throne, He acts in Righteousness  
All that He does is Right  
He never does anything that is wrong or with impure motives  
Righteousness guides all His Actions 
What a comforting and assuring thought to the Christian  
We can face every event in life with the absolute confidence that God doeth all things well  
He Reigns in Righteousness 
All that He does is Holy and Right  

We read in v. 9 - “Thou hast loved righteousness” 
His Acts of Righteousness are based on His Love for Righteousness 
He does what He does because of Who He is 
He is Perfectly Righteous; therefore His Love is for Righteousness 
Because He has always Loved Righteousness, 
He has always “hated iniquity” (our text says) 
You can’t love sin and love righteousness  
If you love righteousness you will hate sin 
Matthew 6:24 – “No man can serve two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other”

The closer we get to Jesus the more we will be like Him 
The more like Him we become, the more we love righteousness and hate iniquity 
The writer of Hebrews adds – 
“therefore God, even thy God, hath anointed Thee with the oil of gladness above thy fellows” 
The word “fellows” is referring back to the angels  
The word speaks of an associate  
Angels are God’s associates; to carry out His Divine Purposes  
But Christ is greater than these angelic associates 
Because He hath been “anointed…with the oil of gladness above” the angels 
Not one angel has ever been called the Anointed One 
Only Jesus is declared the Anointed One! 

First, the writer spoke of Jesus being the Incarnate Son 
Now He speaks of Him as the One that has been Anointed “with the oil of gladness” 
Yes, He became flesh and in His flesh He died and was buried  
But on the third day He rose again from the dead and later ascended back to heaven where at this very hour He sits on His Throne
Hebrews 12:2 says that He is now experiencing – 
“the joy that was set before Him” 
As the Anointed Son He Reigns in a joy unknown to any angel 
A Throne of ‘Righteousness’
B. A Throne of ‘Reverence’
In v. 6 we read – 
“And again, when He bringeth in the firstbegotten into the world, …

… He said, And let all the angels of God worship Him” 
The Lord Jesus has eternally been surrounded by angelic worship  
Here the writer of Hebrews turns our attention to one particular scene of angelic worship  
He again points us to the hour of His Incarnation  
He refers to the hour when the “firstbegotten” was brought into the world
Many cults have used this description of His birth to claim that He was a created being 
They say, see, the Bible is saying that He was the first born of God 
The Jehovah Witnesses are one such example 
They do not believe that Jesus was eternal but rather was the first created son 

The word translated “firstbegotten” has nothing to do with Time  
It speaks of a Position 
It is not a Description but rather a Title 
Which means - the chief one 
The title was associated with the first-born  
The first-born is often spoken of in the OT  
Oftentimes the title was given to the oldest son who was usually the heir to his father’s estate  
But the first-born was not always the first son to be born 

For example – 
Esau was actually the first born son of Isaac 
But Jacob ended up being the first-born – the chief one  
He was the one chosen by God to receive the blessing  
Jacob was younger than Esau but by divine decree was declared the “first-born” 
Sarah knew from the beginning what God’s plan was 
Thus was behind the deception to see Jacob received this blessing  
Yes, her actions were wrong, but she did understand that Jacob, not Esau was the chosen first-born  

An example of what it meant to be the “first-born” by title is found in Genesis 49:3 – 
“Reuben, thou art my firstborn, my might, and the beginning of my strength, the excellency of dignity, and the excellency of power” 
Reubin, as the first-born, would serve in a position of strength, dignity, and power  
Jesus as the “firstbegotten,” rules in a position of strength, dignity, and power 
So understand that when the writer refers to Jesus as the “firstbegotten” 
He is not saying that He was the first born son of God 
He was speaking of how Christ, the Chief One, became flesh  

We read in Luke 2 that on the night of His incarnation 
“And suddenly there was the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men” 
The hour of His incarnation was a scene of angelic worship  
God said to all the angels - “Worship Him” 
The angels are seen in a place of Reverence 
This makes Jesus Superior to the angels  
It is not Jesus worshipping the angels, 
But the angels worshipping Him – the Chief One 
We read in v. 7 - “And of the angels He saith, Who maketh His angels spirits, and His ministers a flame of fire” 
The word “ministers” simply speak of servants 
Angels are Servants, Christ is SOVEREIGN!  
As Servants, angels are Subject to Christ; 
Therefore He is Better and Superior to the angels 
We read in vs. 13, 14 – 
“But to which of the angels said He at any time, Sit on My right hand, until I make thine enemies thy footstool? Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for them who shall be heirs of salvation?” 
God at no time ever said to the angels, or an angel, sit at my right hand  
No, that was the place reserved solely for “God’s Son”  
The role of angels has been, and always will be, that of ministering to those who are saved  
Christ is the One seated on the Throne  
He is Better!
THE “DEITY” OF CHRIST

THE “SOVEREIGNTY” OF CHRIST
Lastly, let’s see - 
III. THE “IMMUTABILITY” OF CHRIST
Look at the middle of v.12 – 
“but Thou art the same” 
He is declaring that Christ is both Eternal and Immutable  
First he illustrates His Immutability by looking at the heavens and the earth 

Immutable – unchangeable  
Notice - 
A. A ‘Changing Creation’
He says in v. 10 – 
“And, Thou, Lord, in the beginning hast laid the foundation of the earth; and the heavens are the works of thine hands:” 
First, we see by these words, that Jesus is Eternal  
For He would have to existed in eternity past in order to be the Creator of the heavens and earth   
Secondly, he tells us that the heavens and earth are constantly changing  
He says in v. 11 – 
“They shall perish,” and they “all shall wax old as doth a garment” 
Just like a garment eventually wears out over time, 
This old world is decaying and wearing out  

What do you do with a garment that wears out? 
You discard it and get yourself a new one  
The Lord will do the same with this world one day  
We read in the beginning of v. 12 – 
“And as vesture shalt thou fold them up, and they shall be changed” 
John and Peter both tell us how, one day, God will destroy the present heaven and earth and will create a new heaven and earth
II Peter 3:10 – “But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up” 

Revelation 21:1 – “And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were passed away; and there was no more sea” 

This universe is a marvel and continues to remain as a testimony of God’s creative power  
However, it’s decaying because of the curse and is destined for destruction one day  
There is not only A ‘Changing Creation’ 
But there is -
B. A ‘Changeless Christ’
The writer states in v. 11 that this old world may be perishing and waxing old as a garment, 
But for Christ - “thou remainest” 
He says in v. 12 that there will come a day when God will destroy this heaven and earth and replace it with a new one  
But for Christ - “thou are the same, and thy years shall not fail”
Everything is changing 
Take ourselves for example -  
Unfortunately, we have been changing for years  
Humor: Over the past few years I have picked up a few things I didn’t start out with. I have picked up glasses, wrinkles, some gray hair. I constantly have to battle the furniture disease. You know what I mean. My chest wants to fall down in my drawers. 

All things are subject to decay 
Even the angels are no exception  
They were subjected to decay, as their fall proves  
But Christ never changes, is never subject to change, is never subject to alteration  
He is eternally the same 
Jesus is the unchanging One  
The Bible says in Hebrews 13:8 – 
“Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever”
When we look at - 

HIS “DEITY” 
HIS “SOVEREIGNTY”  
HIS “IMMUTABILITY”
We see that He is therefore Superior to angels …  
In Title, 
In Worship 
In Nature 
In Existence 
In Destiny 
We can Simply state – “Christ is Better” 
Even Better than the angels!
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