THE BOOK OF PSALMS #11      
The House of the Lord – Psalm 23    
THE HOUSE OF THE LORD 

DATE: 

TEXT: Psalm 23:1-6 (v.6 together) 

INTRODUCTION

When we read Psalm 23, we realize that we are only passing through this world 

All people are headed somewhere for eternity 

Our bodies will not endure forever 

The Bible often refers to our earthly bodies as a Tabernacle or a Tent

This means that it is not our permanent dwelling

What is on the Outside is not what you really are 

It’s what is on the Inside 

For the Believer, some day we will lay down this robe of flesh and go to be with God 

We mark our lives by Days and Weeks and Months and Years  

Year is added unto Year until all the years bring our lives to an end 

As Believers, we have with That Ending a New Beginning that has No Ending



Psalm 23:6b tells us that those who know the Shepherd will “dwell in the house of the LORD for ever” 

The words “for ever” are very powerful 

Here on earth, everything comes to an end 

But there will be no end to the joy of heaven 

On the other hand, Jude 13 describes the “forever” that awaits those without Christ! 

It says, “to whom is reserved the blackness of darkness forever”
 
Where will you spend eternity? 

We will all spend eternity somewhere 

According to the Bible it will be in ether Heaven or Hell 

You Choose 

Let’s pray and think on this thought this morning 

“Dwelling in the House of the Lord For Ever” 

~~~Prayer~~~

I. ENTERING GOD’S FAMILY 

A. The How to 

How do you get into God’s Family?

No one goes to Heaven by Default  

We enter God’s Family the same way we enter our earthly family … by Birth 

This is not a Physical / Natural Birth 

But a Supernatural / Spiritual Birth

Quote: Someone once said … “Born once die twice, Born twice die once” 

Today we celebrate our physical birthdays as a special event 

The same is true for a person who is Born Again 

There was a day you were Spiritually Born 

According to John 3:3, we must be Born Again by the Holy Spirit in order to enter God’s Family  

“Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God”

B. The How Long 

Notice carefully the first and last phrases of Psalm 23 

“The LORD is my Shepherd” (therefore) 

“I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever” 

There is a connection between these phrases 

We find the name “LORD” used in both expressions

This is God’s name of “Jehovah” 

It refers to the God who makes a covenant with His people

That simply means that God has made a Promised

And God is not like men, He keeps His Promises 

Titus 1:2 – “In hope of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie, promised before the world began;”

Hebrews 6:18 – “That by two immutable things, in which it was impossible for God to lie, we might have a strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold upon the hope set before us:”   

If you are a part of God’s Family, you can be certain that heaven is your eternal home

I John 5:13 – “These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe on the name of the Son of God” 

John 20:31 – “But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might have life through His name”  

You do not need to worry 

If you are in God’s Family, you are certainly welcomed in His house 

The matter of Dwelling in God’s house forever is settled when we enter God’s Family

ENTERING GOD’S FAMILY 

Entering God’s Family allows us to into God’s Presence 

And entering God’s Presence allows us to Enjoy Him 

II. ENJOYING GOD’S PRESENCE 

Many people who say they have entered into God’s Family do not seem to be Enjoying God’s Presence 

As a matter of Fact, they run after everything else in the world except the Lord 

Psalm 23 is about the sheep rejoicing in the presence of the Shepherd 

Throughout the entire psalm, there is never a moment when the Shepherd is separated from His sheep 

The psalmist says in v.4 – “…for Thou art with me” 

Psalm 48:14 says – “For this God is our God for ever and ever: He will be our guide even unto death” 

-- From the lowest valley to the highest mountaintops  

-- From the break of dawn to close of day 

-- From the beginning of life to the end of life 

The Shepherd leads His sheep 

Let us talk to Him on a daily basis and read the Book that He has given us, enjoying His presence 

The sheep enjoy being in the presence of the Shepherd 


ENTERING GOD’S FAMILY 

ENJOYING GOD’S PRESENCE 

III. ETERNITY IN GOD’S HOUSE 

Let’s read John 14:1-3 together 

Note the word “there” in v.3 

“There” (heaven) is a real place

But for now we are “Here” (earth) 

But I hope you long to be “there” 

“There” is in the Presence of the LORD  

We are all getting older 

When we die, we will spend eternity either in … 

“the blackness of darkness forever” 

Separated from God in eternal Hell  (or) 

In the “House of the LORD forever”

Having trusted in the Lord Jesus Christ has your Saviour 

If you are God’s child, you can know with assurance that one day you will finally be Home 

If we are going to be with the Lord forever

Then we need to learn to enjoy His Presence Now! 

CONCLUSION 
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