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Compromise – Revelation 2:12-17   
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     DATE: 6/3/2018 am     
                   
TEXT: Revelation 2:12-17    

INTRODUCTION 

We are continuing to look at the Dangers that Face our Church 

In the Book of Revelation, Chapters 1-3 we find the Lord Jesus telling the Apostle John to write letters to the churches in Asia Minor 

These letters are addressed to the Pastors of those churches and have a message for the whole church 

So far, we have looked at the Letters to the Churches in Ephesus, Smyrna 

In Ephesus the Main Message was that they had left their First Love 

In Smyrna it was that they were not to be afraid of the Suffering  

This morning we will be looking at the Letter written to the Church in Pergamos, and its Message to us 

Each letter follows a reoccurring pattern 

In each, Jesus provides …

-- A poetic description of Himself 


-- A compliment for the church 

-- A correction with an admonition to repent

(There are 2 churches that He doesn’t correct)  

-- Then in every letter He makes a promise “to him that overcometh” 

Which seems generic for all and applies even to us 

He then gives us some insight into some of the Rewards of Heaven 

As we come this 3rd Danger we find the Lord correcting the church in Pergamos for its “Compromise” 

The word Compromise when used as a verb means to accept standards that are lower than is desirable 

The Lord has some pretty high standards, of which most folks today don’t want to follow 

You can do what you want, again of which you will wish one day that you had done things differently

But then it will be too late, for both the lost and the saved 

(It’s just that Rebellious streak in all of us) 

The city of Pergamos was the capital city of Asia Minor  

It was renowned for its political power, its intellectual achievement and its pagan worship  

It was a wealthy city given over to luxury and fashion 

As we study these verses, we are going to discover that this church was doctrinally pure; but they had drifted into Compromise

The Bible will show us how this happened and what we can do about it 

Compromise is not a good thing and it’s Dangerous when we allow it to come into our lives 

Let’s pray and look at the church in Pergamos and its …

“Compromise” 

~~~Prayer~~~ 

First, let’s look at … 

I. THE “COMMENDATION” - v. 13 

“I know thy works” 

Jesus Commends this Church 

Jesus knew all about this church, Where it Was, What it was Doing and What it was Facing  

He knew them intimately  

We need to remember that He knows our church intimately as well   

He knows everything there is to know about them …

… and He begins by giving them some words of Commendation 

To Commend – means to compliment, congratulate, applaud, salute, honor  

A. He Knew Their “Situation”

“I know … where thou dwellest, even where Satan's seat is:”

This church was right in the middle of a city chosen by Satan as his headquarters 

Satan is not in Hell, he is doing all he can to avoid that place 

Satan operates freely today … 

-- As the god of this world 

-- As the prince of the power of the air 

-- And he goeth about as a lion seeking someone to destroy (and he’s done a good job of it)

-- He is working in and thru the children of disobedience 

The Lord Jesus lets the Church in Pergamos know that 
He knows that they are living in a tough place

And don’t forget, the Lord knows exactly where we are  as well 


B. He Knew Their “Steadfastness”

The word “dwellest” here speaks of someone … 

“settling down to stay; to take up a permanent residence” 

Despite the situation they were in, they were not going anywhere 

These people had settled down in Pergamos and they were not running away from the trouble around them  

They set a good example for churches today   

Far too often, we allow the world to cause us to run and hide in fear 

They are trying their best to drive the Bible Believing churches away   

We must make our stand in this world and be willing to stand and speak up against the evils and wickedness that mark our society, whatever the cost!

The church in Pergamos was doing a couple of things right and Jesus commends them for it 

1. They “held fast to His name”  

This church was not ashamed of the name of Jesus  

His name is the most divisive name in history, 

Yet His name is the only name …  

Acts 4:12 - “whereby men must be saved” 

Romans 1:16 – “For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of GOD unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek” 

II Timothy 1:8 – “Be Not thou therefore ashamed of the testimony of our LORD, nor of me his prisoner: but be thou partaker of the afflictions of the gospel according to the power of GOD;” 

2. He Commended them because they had “not denied My faith”  
  
This church was doctrinally pure 

They held on to the fundamentals of the faith, and Jesus praised them for it  
                                                                                                           There are some non-negotiable truths in Christianity

If you do not hold these certain things to be true, 

Then you are not a Christian, no matter what you say! 

What are this Fundamentals? 

-- The Verbal, Plenary Inspiration of the Scriptures

-- The Virgin Birth 

-- The Vicarious Death (Done on the behalf of someone else) 


-- The Victorious Resurrection of the Saviour

We need to take our stand on these precious truths   

Yet there is plenty of room for liberty in our service to the Lord  

We don’t all have to live by the same opinions

He Knew Their “Steadfastness”

C. He Knew Their “Sacrifices”

Their stand for Jesus had been costly  

Even when this church was undergoing severe persecution, they stood for the Lord and for His Word  

Jesus mentions a man by the name of Antipas  

He is called a “faithful martyr”  

History tells us that Antipas refused to call Caesar god  

Because of his refusal to worship Caesar, Antipas was 
Made an example and Burnt to death 

In spite of this, the Christians in Pergamos held fast to their witness  

Jesus applauds them for their stand 

THE “COMMENDATION”

Next, we see … 

II. THE “CONFRONTATION” – vs. 14-16 

“But I have a few things against thee,”

When the Savior looks at this church, 

He finds some things that please Him; but not everything is to His liking

A. He Deals with the ‘Compromise’ 

The word Compromise when used as a verb means to accept standards that are lower than is desirable 

The name Pergamos means married 

As we look at what Jesus points out about this church                         we are given a glimpse of a church that has fallen into a state of Compromise with the world  

This church has held onto pure doctrine with one hand and with the other, they have embraced the world 

Here is what He says is wrong with this church:

1. There Is ‘Corruption’ in the Membership – v. 14 

He tells them that some of their membership 

“hold the doctrine of Balaam”  

Balaam is one of the strangest characters in the Bible  

He is an enigma, a real mystery   


On the one hand, he was a man intimately acquainted with God  

He knew about God, about God’s character and he even talked with God  
                                                                                                                                   On the other hand, he was motivated by greed and he was guilty of leading the people of God into immorality and idolatry  

His story can be found in Numbers 22-25

In those verses, Balak, the king of Moab wanted to curse the nation of Israel, so he called for Balaam to come do the dirty work  

He promises him wealth and promotion for his services  

Four times Balaam tries to curse Israel, each time the Lord turns his curses into blessings  

When he sees that his attempts to curse Israel have failed, 

Balaam apparently suggests that since they can’t Curse Israel, they should Corrupt them   

This is accomplished by leading them off into immorality and idolatry and thus bringing the wrath of God down upon them (Numbers 25:1; 31:16)

Basically, the “doctrine of Balaam” is wickedness and worldliness   


The church at Pergamos was tolerating people in their midst who claimed to be Christians, 

But who lived like the world around them   

Some of their membership were living immoral lives and participating in pagan practices    

Jesus is not at all pleased with these things 

The churches are allowing all kind of worldliness in 

It ok to smoke cigars, drink beer and get tattoos 

It ok to have a Rock concerts in the church 

(I wouldn’t even go to a Rock Concert, let alone have one in the church) 

There are so many who believe that since you are saved by grace and kept by grace, you can live any way you please  

It is no wonder that society has no respect for the church!  

It is no wonder that there is no power in the church  

We live as we please without regard for the clear commands of the Word of God! 
 
     II Corinthians 6:17 – “Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the LORD, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you,” 

2. There is ‘Confusion’ about Leadership – v. 15 

“So hast thou also them that hold the doctrine of the Nicolaitans, which thing I hate” 

Who the Nicolaitans exactly are is not clear 

The word “Nicolaitans” means to conquer the people 

And probably refers to a priestly class that had begun to developed within the churches

(There is no clergy and laity in churches) 

What was merely “deeds” in the church in Ephesus in v. 6 has become a “doctrine” in this church 

What had started out with the leadership in some of the churches elevating themselves above everyone else … 

Had turned into a doctrine in this fellowship 

Now, God has established certain offices within the church 

Pastors and Deacon   

Those in these offices are to be respected and listened to                       

As long as they carry out their office according to the Word of the God   
 
But we are no better than anyone else!  

B. He Explains the ‘Consequences’ – v. 16 

With every Action there is an equal and opposite reaction 

“Repent; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will fight against them with the sword of My mouth”

He tells them to “repent” 

This word means to change the mind  

Repentance is really a change of mind that results in a change of direction  

If they refuse to repent and deal with the corruption and confusion in their midst, 

He is going to come to His church and fight against those who trouble it  

Notice the change of pronouns in v. 16 from “thee” to “them”  

The Lord knows who belongs to Him and who doesn’t  

He will come to His church and afflict those who are not really His people, and who would bring trouble into the church  

Those who will not repent are going to have to face the Lord in judgment 

THE “COMMENDATION”


THE “CONFRONTATION”  

Then, lastly …  

III. THE “CONSOLATION” – v. 17 

“He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna, and will give him a white stone, and in the stone a new name written, which no man knoweth saving he that receiveth it” 

The Lord makes some very precious promises to the overcomers in the church  

Those who walk with Him in spite of the dangers and defections can expect some precious things from His hand

A. He Promises a Special ‘Provision’  

He promises them “hidden manna”  

In the Old Testament, when the children of Israel wandered through the wilderness, God fed them by sending Manna down from Heaven

In another place in the Bible it is called “angels food”  

Some of this Manna was gathered and kept in a golden pot in the Ark of the Covenant 

Jewish tradition says that before Israel was taken into captivity by the Babylonians, 

The Prophet Jeremiah hid this pot of Manna … 

… and when Messiah returns, He will again feed the people of Israel  

The Jewish believer in Pergamos would have understood this   

This Manna is a picture of God’s precious promise to feed His people

You see, the city of Pergamos was a city of idolaters  

Their religions thrived on secrets and mysteries  

The early Christians had nothing to do with these secrets and mysteries  

Jesus says - “You don’t need their secrets.  Walk with Me and I will take you into a special place and feed you something this world knows nothing about”  

The saints of God might be excluded from many things in the world, but we have a far better place to go   

We can enter into His sanctuary and hide in His pavilion  

When we are there, He will feed us with delicacies the world cannot imagine or duplicate!  

He has some secret things hidden away just for His children!
                                                                                                                    The world and those in it are always searching for some deeper experience   


They go to the table of sin and eat their fill, and then vomit it up  

The true saint of God is content to be alone with His Lord in His tabernacle, feeding on His Word and His presence  

Psalm 27:1-5 …  

He promises His people a place of escape and refreshment, even during the most difficult of times

As we continue to look at v. 17 we see also … 

B. He Promises some Special ‘Privileges’ 

Not only were they given “hidden manna” 

But also, for those who overcame He would grant them some special privileges not enjoyed by others

1. A New Degree 

“I will give him a white stone”

The Lord promises to give His faithful ones a white stone  

This does not mean much to us, but it held special meaning to the people of that day  

There are several possible meanings attached to the white stone  

Let me give you a few

Because all of them could apply 

-- White and black stones were used to indicate judgment in ancient courts of law   

When a judge rendered his verdict, he would place a stone in a container and at the appropriate time, he would roll the stone out, thus rendering his judgment  

A black stone indicated a judgment of guilt, 

While a white stone indicated a judgment of innocence

Jesus is telling these people that they might be blackballed by the world, but they were innocent in His eyes  

He had taken all the black stones that were against them and He had washed them white in His blood

-- White stones were used to signify citizenship 

A white stone was often given to people who had proven their allegiance to the city  

Jesus honors those who live for Him by giving them a citizenship in heaven  

-- White stones were used as a symbol of victory 

They were given to those who had won a victory in one of the ancient games  


These white stones allowed the owner free access to all public venues   

Jesus allows His victors access to the glories of His heaven!

-- The gladiators would be given a white stone when he proved his valor 

Jesus will do the same for His saints

-- White stones were a symbol of friendship   

Often two friends would take a white stone, break it in half and write the other friends name on their half  

When they met, even after many years, they could place the halves of their stones together, signifying their lasting relationship 

-- White stones were used to gain access   

When a wealthy person had an event, they sometimes gave their invited guests a white stone   

When it came time for the celebration, the person who presented a white stone was granted access to the banquet   

Jesus allows His people access to the greatest banquet of all times … 

The marriage supper of the Lamb found Revelation 19!
  
2. A New Designation 

Jesus promised His overcomers that their white stone would contain … 
                                                                                                                      “… a new name written, which no man knoweth saving he that receiveth it”  

This is a promise of intimacy  

It was customary in that day for guests at a dinner to have a white stone placed at their seat  

When they were seated, they could look at the stone and underneath would be a private message from the host  

It was a way for the host to share an intimate thought with each guest

Jesus promises those who are faithful to Him that He will reveal Himself to them in a personal, intimate way  

You see, He is my Saviour and I hope He is your Saviour as well   

But, I have a relationship with Jesus that you cannot have 

You have a relationship with Him that I cannot have  

We are all saved the same way, but He has done things in, for and to me that He hasn’t done in and for and to you (and vice versa)   

We have a special relationship  

And, those who walk with Him and separate from the world will see this intimacy heightened and taken to new levels as the years go by 

CONCLUSION 

We have covered a lot of territory in these verses  

I wonder; is your relationship with Jesus all that it should be?  

Are you actively separating yourself from the world to love Him and Him alone?  

Or, has your life been invaded by the “doctrine of Balaam”?  

Do you profess to know Jesus even while you are living for the world?  

If so, you need to repent, 

Or He will come and fight against you   

He might already be doing that  

It might explain why some people seem to have so much trouble all the time  

Maybe you would like to come to Jesus for salvation  

He is still saving all those who come to Him by faith  


Maybe you would like to come pray for your church  

In a day when so many churches are abandoning the right path, we must have the will to stay the course for the glory of God                                                                                                           

If He has spoken to your heart, you need to get before Him and do business with Him today 


THE “COMMENDATION”

THE “CONFRONTATION”

THE “CONSOLATION”
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