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INTRODUCTION 

Did you notice that first phrase in v.1?  

Jesus says to His Disciples … 

“Let not your heart be troubled…” 

On the surface, that may not appear to be a blessing, 

But when we consider what’s going on …  

-- That Jesus is on the eve of His death, 

-- He’s Standing in the very shadow of Calvary, 

… Yet He takes the time to Encourage His Disciples 

Were their hearts troubled? Certainly! 

-- Jesus has just reminded them of His impending death 

-- They had just learned that one of their own would betray them

-- Even Simon Peter is put on notice that he will deny Jesus 

Yes, their hearts are heavy with sorrow, and burdened with grief 

But, even in the hour of His greatest trial, …

Jesus shows His love to His Friends and has reached out to Comfort and Encourage them

Now, it would be impossible to adequately cover every detail of this chapter in one message 

However, I would like to try and describe a specific picture John paints for us  

And that picture is Jesus: The Great Encourager 

In this chapter, Jesus addresses some very important areas of life and offers us hope in each of them 

In the hour of His greatest need, He takes the time to encourage the hearts of His Disciples, and us as well  

So, I hope you will Join me this morning as we look at … 

“Jesus: The Great Encourager” 

~~~Prayer~~~ 

First, let’s look at …

I. OUR “HOPE FOR TOMORROW” – vs. 2, 3 … 

As we look at everything that is going on today 

We can’t help but wonder what-in-the-World the future is going to be like 

But, even in Jesus Darkness hour, knowing exactly what would take place … Jesus still brought Hope 

Let’s look at the Hope Jesus gives His Disciples 

First, Notice He Speaks of a Heavenly …

A. ‘Home’ – v. 2  

What do we think of when we think about our Homes? 

I’m hoping it’s something Good 

Jesus says – “In My Father's house are many mansions:” 

Jesus tells His Friends that He is going away … BUT 

That they will one day be with Him 

“I will come again, and receive you unto Myself; that where I am, there ye may be also” 

Jesus let’s them know that there was a Mansion waiting for them 

A Mansion is a large stately Home 

Jesus tells His friends that He has Prepared them a Home

“I go to prepare a place for you”

A Home within the confined of His Father’s House 

“In my Father's house are many mansions:”

I can’t think of a Safer Place

In the Father's presence we will be free from Sin, Sorrow, Suffering 

Knowing Jesus has Prepared this Home, tells me it is also going to be a very Special Place 


I don’t know what our Mansions are going to be like 

But, I do know, Jesus does everything First Class!   

What greater Hope could someone give us, then that of knowing when we leave this Home, … we have a Greater Home awaiting us?  

Next, Notice He Speaks of a Heavenly …
   
B. ‘Hope’ – v. 3 (middle) 

“I will come again” (to meet us) 

There is one of 3 ways we will Meet Jesus 

-- In death

For the Child of God to die means going to be with the Lord 

II Corinthians 5:8 – “We are confident, I say, and willing rather to be absent from the body, and to be present with the Lord”   

-- At the Rapture 

For those of us who are saved and remain to the Coming of the Lord 

We will meet Him in the air, and be with Him forever 

I Thessalonians 4:16, 17 – “For the Lord Himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first:” 



“Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord”   

-- (or) In Judgment 

Revelation 20:11,12 – “And I saw a great white throne, and Him that sat on it, from Whose face the earth and the heaven fled away; and there was found no place for them” “And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to their works” 

For these people there will be No Hope! 

Men may doubt and mock now

II Peter 3:4 – “… saying, Where is the promise of His coming? for since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were…” (the same)   

But Jesus is coming again 

And the best advice I have, is for someone to prepare 

Matthew 24:44 – “Therefore be ye also ready: for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of man cometh” 

Finally, He Speaks of a Heavenly …

C. ‘Homecoming’ – v. 3 (end) 

“I will come again, and receive you unto Myself; 

… that where I am, there ye may be also” 

The Disciples were upset that Jesus was going away 

Therefore, He assures them that where He is going, they can come also 

That word “Receive” here is a very Intimate term 

I picture Jesus embracing His Loved Ones 

Thank God this morning, the greatest glory of Heaven will not be golden streets, jasper walls, angelic hosts, crystal rivers, an endless day, or even seeing our Loved ones 

Even the thought of all that … pales … 

When compared to seeing Jesus 

To look upon His face, the One Who died for us 

What a opportunity to bow at His feet and worship Him 

What a Home Coming Day that will Be 

What a day that will be, when my Jesus I shall see.
When I look upon His face, the One who saved me by His grace. When He takes me by the hand, and leads me through that promised land, What a day, glorious day, that will be!

OUR “HOPE FOR TOMORROW” 

You’re thinking, pastor that is all well and good 

But what about some Help for Today 


Well, I’m glad you asked 

Because there is some of that here … too 

Let’s look at … 

II. OUR “HELP FOR TODAY” – vs. 4-31 

First there is Help Today (From Jesus) in the Area of … 

A. ‘Salvation’ – vs. 4-11 … (Read)

In these verses, Jesus tells the Disciples that there is only one plan of salvation for all men 

In v. 6, He tells Thomas that He is the Way, the Truth and the Life  

-- He declares Himself to be the only access to God for any man! 

In v. 9, He goes beyond that revelation … and says that, 

He is in fact … the very physical representation of the Almighty, Invisible God   

Boiled down to the simplest terms, 

Jesus is the only means of salvation for all humanity! 

I realize that this is a pretty narrow view for today 

But it’s the only view that is taught in the Bible  

Many feel that there are various routes someone can take to reach God 

Yet the Bible makes it clear that there is only one way 

And that way, is through faith, in the finished work of Jesus Christ at Calvary! 

II Corinthians 6:2 – “(For He saith, I have heard thee in a time accepted, and in the day of salvation have I (helped) succoured thee: behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation)”

Next there is Help for Today in the Area of …

B. ‘Service’ – vs. 12-14 

As a Saved person lives … (in the here and now) 

They can rest assured that Jesus will aid them in their work for Him

(That is … if they want to Serve Him)  

We are to be about our Father’s Business  

And He gives us 3 promises related to the matter of our Service

1. He will Honor us – v. 12 … 

-- Jesus declares that we will be able to do greater works than those which He did 

What He means is that they will be greater in quantity, but not in quality! 

When Jesus was here, He was limited in Time and Place  

However, when He ascended back to Heaven and sent the Holy Spirit to indwell His people, 


He now has the ability to be in many places working at the same time 

-- While Jesus was on the earth, many of His miracles were physical in nature 

Now, He uses His children to bring the Word of God (salvation) to lost men

This is spiritual in nature 

That’s a tremendous miracle! 

For that which is spiritual is always greater than that which is physical!

2. He will Hear us -vs.13, 14 … 

Here we are given the blessed assurance that when we call upon the name of the Lord … 

He will hear us and will move in response to our need 

That makes Serving Jesus a lot easier, to know that we don’t Serve alone, but that we have His Presence and His Attention 

We Serve a prayer Hearing and Answering God 

Jeremiah 33:3 – “Call unto Me, and I will answer thee, and shew thee great and mighty things, which thou knowest not”  

Not only does Jesus promise to Hear our prayers 

But He also promises to Answer them – Amen!  


3. He will Help us – vs.13, 14 … (in our Service) 

He listens … than He goes to work on our behalf! 

“that will I do,” 

I’m glad that we don’t Serve a God who has left us to ourselves, No! 

We Serve a Lord who is able to Help us by giving us that which we need each day for Service! 

Matthew 7:7, 8 – “Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you:” “For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened” 

Then there is Help for Today in the Area of …

C. ‘Surrender’ – vs. 15, 19-24 

… Surrender to His Authority 

He shows us that our Surrender To Him should be based on our Love For Him! 

He gives us 2 great truths that we need to noticed

1. The Proof of Someone’s Love – vs. 15, 21, 24 … 

Jesus makes it crystal clear that our Obedience to Him and His Word is the absolute Proof of our love for Him 

We can say what we want, but until our walk matches our talk, we are only deceiving ourselves! 


2. The Promise of His Love – vs. 21, 23 … 

The Promise to those who are Obedient to God’s  Will is that both the Father and the Son will Manifest themselves to them (clear & obvious) 

That is, that He will make Himself Real to us in ways we can’t even begin to fathom 

There is a great deal of intimacy when we are Obedient

Then there is Help in the Area of understanding …

D. The Holy ‘Spirit’ – vs. 16-18; 26 … 

These verses tell us of the coming of the Holy Spirit

There is so much misunderstanding when it comes to the Ministry of the Holy Spirit today  

We are given several truths about the Person of the Holy Spirit and His ministry here 

First, let’s look at …  

1. The Person of the Holy Spirit – vs. 16 a, 18 

In v. 16, Jesus promised the Disciples that when He went to the Father … 

That He would ask the Father to send them the “Comforter” 

The Comforter and the Holy Spirit are One and the same 
[bookmark: _GoBack]                                                                                      Let’s look at Who He is 

-- First let’s look at the Title – “Comforter”  

This is Someone who comes alongside someone else to offer protection and counsel 

It carries the idea of an advocate, or a lawyer 

-- Next let’s look at His Personality 

Notice in v. 16 the Adjective “Another”

It literally means another of the same kind or quality 

Jesus was a Comforter Himself, 

But the Spirit of God is “Another Comforter” 

One just like Jesus 

-- Thirdly, let’s look at His Ability - v. 17 (end) 

“for He dwelleth with you, and shall be in you” 

Jesus was with His Disciples for 3 years and then ascended to Heaven  

Now, through the coming of the Holy Spirit, 

He would No Longer abide with them, but He would abide in them  

Hence, Jesus has the Ability to promise every child of God, that He will never leave us nor forsake us, and always be with us 

Hebrews 13:5 – “for He hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee”    

Matthew 28:20 – “and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen” 

How can He promise that? 

He can promise that because He now indwells us in the presence of the Holy Spirit 

2. The Permanence of the Holy Spirit - v. 16 b 

“that He may abide with you forever;”

When the Spirit of God takes up residence in the heart of the believer, 

He comes in to stay! 

He will always be present and guiding us 

3. The Purpose of the Holy Spirit – vs. 17, 26  

The Purpose of the Holy Spirit in the believer's life is numerous  

These verses tell us all about His Plans and Purpose in coming into us at conversion 

-- To Indwell us – v. 17 …

“for He dwelleth with you, and shall be in you” 

At the moment of salvation, the believer literally becomes the Temple of God 

I Cor. 6:19 – “What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own?” 


We are now the dwelling place of God 

Just take a minute and let that truth sink in! 

Our problem is familiarity or a total ignorance 

We fail to see the glory in the thought that God lives in our hearts!

I believe if people really understood that truth, things would be absolutely different in our churches 

-- To Instruct us – v. 26 b 

“He shall teach you all things, and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you” 

CONCLUSION – vs. 27-31 …  

As Jesus brings the thoughts of chapter 14 to a close, 

He reminds them that He is still the Prince of Peace and that just because He is leaving, that doesn't mean that He will remove His peace 

Here, Jesus tells the Disciples that even though their world is about to change 

They can face it with the assurance that they have His Peace to keep them during the difficult Days ahead

We have the same assurance today? 

Our world is in turmoil, there is uncertainty all around 

Yet, through it all, …

The saints of God can possess a Peace that defies all description 

According to Jesus this Peace is Heavenly in origin, 

Therefore, it shouldn’t be affected by the events of earth 

Our response in times of trouble should be to lean on the Peace of Jesus and trust Him to take care of His own

Philippians 4:6, 7 – “Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God” “And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus” 

Isaiah 26:3 – “Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on Thee: because he trusteth in Thee”    

INVITATION 

I thank the Lord today for Jesus: The Great Encourager! 

I am glad that … 

-- When I don’t understand what is going to happen 

-- When it seems that everything is falling apart  

-- When I don't know which way to turn  

… I can count on Jesus! 

He has given us all we need for the Days ahead  

Whether the need is for Salvation or for Peace of Heart, 


The remedy will be found in Him  

I invite you to come to Jesus today 

Won’t you cast your cares upon Him 

Whatever you face today, you don’t have to face it alone 

Will you come to Jesus: The Great Encourager right now and find the help you need?

OUR “HOPE FOR TOMORROW”

OUR “HELP FOR TODAY”

JESUS: THE GREAT ENCOURAGER 


John 14:1 – “Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in Me”  
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