                                                                                                                                                        PORTRAITS OF JESUS IN JOHN’S GOSPEL #17   
Our Great High Priest – John 17:1-26   
OUR GREAT HIGH PRIEST
www.cornerstonebiblebaptistchurch.com
  

DATE: 11/11/2018 am                    
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INTRODUCTION

As we’ve journeyed through John's Gospel, we have encountered many Different Portraits of the Lord Jesus Christ 

-- We have seen His Heart of Compassion as He healed the sick 

-- We have seen His Power Revealed as He raised the dead and fed the hungry, 

-- We have seen His Grace Extended as He saved the sinner 

Every portrait has been an encouragement and a blessing 

This chapter is no exception! 

When we come to chapter 17, we find ourselves standing on holy ground 

In these verses, the Holy Spirit gives us access into Jesus’ Prayer Closet as He pours out His heart to His Heavenly Father 

On this, the last night of His earthly life … 

He is found serving as our High Priest 

That is, Making intercession to the Father


(Intercede – to intervene on behalf of another)   

In fact, the Bible is very specific in telling us He is our High Priest  

Hebrews 3:1 – “Wherefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, consider the Apostle and High Priest of our profession, Christ Jesus;”  

Hebrews 6:20 – “Whither the forerunner is for us entered, even Jesus, made an high priest for ever after the order of Melchisedec” 

The office of High Priest was instituted on Mount Sinai when God gave the Law to the Israelites through Moses 

According to Exodus 28, 29 Aaron and his descendants were chosen to be priests who were responsible for interceding for Israel before God

The High Priest’s job was to enter the Holy of Holies on the Day of Atonement to offer the sacrifice that would temporarily cover the sins of the people 

Hebrews 9:7 – “But into the second went the high priest alone once every year, not without blood, which he offered for himself, and for the errors of the people:”  

When Jesus came, He offered His life Blood as the Ultimate sacrifice that would not only cover the sins of the people but completely cleanse and save us 

Jesus is the Ultimate High Priest, and His intercession for us in John 17 is a wonderful example of His love 

As He prayed that night, His prayer Focused on 4 Great Themes that I’d like to consider this morning 


As we look into these verses and listen in on His prayer… 

Please understand that what Jesus prayed about still impacts our lives today 

His prayer had power then and that power still remains   

With all this in mind, allow me to share with you those things that Were the Focus of our Lord's prayer in the Garden 

By-the-way, this is a very encouraging passage! 

When you stop to think that on the eve of His death, Jesus took the time to pray for you and I 

I find that pretty encouraging! 

Please join me this morning as we look at … 

“Jesus - Our Great High Priest” 

~~~Prayer~~~ 

I. THE “UPWARD” FOCUS  

And …  

A. The Father’s ‘Glory’ – vs. 1, 4 

“These words spake Jesus, and lifted up His eyes to heaven, and said, Father, the hour is come; glorify Thy Son, that Thy Son also may glorify Thee:” “I have glorified Thee on the earth: I have finished the work which Thou gavest Me to do” 

Jesus began His prayer by expressing a Desire to Glorify His Father 

The entire ministry of Jesus on earth had revolved around a single Purpose 

That Purpose was to Reveal God to men   

John 14:9 – “Jesus saith unto him, Have I been so long time with you, and yet hast thou not known Me, Philip? he that hath seen Me hath seen the Father; and how sayest thou then, Shew us the Father?”

Colossians 1:15 – “Who (Jesus) is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every creature:”

Hebrews 1:3 – “Who being the brightness of His glory, and the express image of His person, and upholding all things by the Word of His power, when He had by Himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high;”

Jesus is the Perfect Expression of God 

When a man saw Jesus, he was seeing the Father 

Jesus came to Glorify the Father 

So, it is today! 

Jesus is still the only way for a person to see God, 

John 1:18 - “No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, He hath declared (showed) Him” 

The Bible tells us that no one can come to God except they go through Jesus 

John 14:6 – “Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: … 

… no man cometh unto the Father, but by Me”

Men say they believe in God, yet try to Bypass Jesus, 

But that’s a totally useless endeavor 

Jesus is the only way anyone can ever come to God 

I Timothy 2:5 – “For there is one God, and one Mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus;”

Acts 4:12 – “Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved” 

The Father’s ‘Glory’ 

B. The Father’s ‘Gift’ – vs. 6, 26 

“I have manifested Thy Name unto the men which thou gavest Me out of the world: Thine they were, and Thou gavest them Me; and they have kept Thy Word” “And I have declared unto them Thy Name, and will declare it: that the love wherewith Thou hast loved Me may be in them, and I in them”  

Next, Jesus Referred to those the Father had Given unto Him

Jesus is teaching a great Truth here, a Truth that most people don’t understand 

And that Truth is that salvation is not the decision of man, but is the Sovereign act of God 

What I mean is this, no man just decides that he will be saved! 

That is an impossibility (You say why?) 

Because, man, in his natural state, is spiritually dead 

Ephesians 2:1 tells us that we are “dead in trespasses and sins;”  

And spiritually Dead men can’t & don’t pursue God 

Before a dead man can live, he must be made aware 

This is accomplished through the work of the Holy Spirit who gives the sinner the awareness of Sin & Judgment and of the need of getting right with God

John 16:8 – “And when He is come, He will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment:”  

This is called conviction and no man can ever be saved until he first has his wicked heart stirred by the Father and is drawn to Jesus

John 6:44, 65 - “No man can come to Me, except the Father which hath sent Me draw him: and I will raise him up at the last day” “And He said, Therefore said I unto you, that no man can come unto Me, except it were given unto him of My Father” 

Therefore, salvation is not something to be toyed with! 

The Bible teaches us that God's Spirit will not always strive with man 

Genesis 6:3 – “And the LORD said, My spirit shall not always strive with man, for that he also is flesh: yet his days shall be an hundred and twenty years”  


The time to be saved is when God is dealing with your heart 

The Bible says “Today is the Day of Salvation” 

Acts 26:28 – “Then Agrippa said unto Paul, Almost thou persuadest me to be a Christian” 

We are the Father's Gift to the Son and what the Father gives, the Son never refuses 

John 6:37 – “All that the Father giveth Me shall come to Me; and him that cometh to Me I will in no wise cast out” 

The Father’s ‘Glory’ 

The Father’s ‘Gift’ 

C. The Father’s ‘Grace’ – vs. 8-12 … 

In these verses, Jesus calls to mind the Great Grace of God Calling these men, in Using these men and in Keeping these men 

In this part of His prayer, Jesus reminds us that What we Have and Are is not of our own making 

We are, what we are … by the Grace of God 

I Corinthians 15:10 - “But by the grace of God I am what I am: and His grace which was bestowed upon me was not in vain; …”  

Like Jesus, we ought to praise God for His wonderful Grace! 
                                                                                                        After all, we have nothing with which to earn Salvation  

But, in Grace He reached out to us and redeemed us

Ephesians 2:8, 9 … 

Even after we are saved, we are still incapable of anything on our own 

John 15:5 – “I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in Me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without Me ye can do nothing” 

Everything we Are, Have or ever Hope to be, we owe it all to the Great Grace of God! 

If there was ever a theme that should produce praise in the hearts of the believers, it’s the Grace of God!

THE “UPWARD” FOCUS 
 
II. THE “INWARD” FOCUS – vs. 1-5 

In these verses, we see Jesus Focusing Inwardly 

He prays for the Mission to which He has been called 

He prays about His work!

First, notice 

A. He Prayed ‘for Assistance’ – v. 1 … 

“Father, the hour is come; glorify Thy Son, that Thy Son also may glorify Thee:” 

Why does Jesus pray this prayer?

The hour for which Jesus came into this world has finally arrived

During the course of His ministry, we were often reminded that “His hour was not yet come” 

This was a reminder to those around Him that He came for a higher and nobler purpose 

You see, Jesus came into this world for one purpose, and that purpose was to die for Man’s sin debt 

And Jesus wanted to do it in such a way that would bring Glory to His Father 

I’m sure it’s not easy to die (wouldn’t you agree?)

Jesus is about to be Betrayed, Arrested, Tried and Crucified 

His prayer is for the Father to aid Him in these last hours of life that He might accomplish the task for which He came 

His desire is to go to the Cross, die for Sin, Satisfy the Father and then be Glorified in being raised from the dead!

And do it all for the Glory of God! 

B. He Prayed ‘About His Accomplishment’ – vs. 2-4 … 

He knew that He was about to finish all that the Father had sent Him to do 

Therefore, He mentions His great accomplishment to the Father in Heaven

What is His accomplishment? – vs. 2, 3 … 

Providing the way for sinners to enter into eternal life 

When Jesus died on the cross, He cried, “It is finished!”

The way was made for mankind to come to the Father 

C. He Prayed ‘About His Assertion’ – v. 5 … 

Jesus knew that after the Cross and the Grave, He would Resurrect  

After which He would return to His Father in heaven and would, once again, enjoy the glory He had left behind to come earth 

He was going (back) home!

This, by-the-way is a perfect illustration of the                         pre-existence of Christ 
 
THE “UPWARD” FOCUS 

THE “INWARD” FOCUS 

III. THE “OUTWARD” FOCUS 

Now, Jesus turns His Focus Outward and prays for those men who have given Him their hearts and lives; 

… His Disciples 

In this part of His prayer, we can find some great truth that will help us as well

A. He Prayed for Their ‘Protection’ – vs. 11 – 15 …

v. 11 - “And now I am no more in the world, but these are in the world, and I come to Thee. Holy Father, keep through Thine own name those whom Thou hast given Me, that they may be one, as We are” 

Here Jesus prayed for His men that they would be Kept by the Father 

Jesus knew the wickedness of the world and He had seen firsthand the wretchedness of the human heart 

He knew, that left to themselves, the Disciples would not be able to maintain their relationship with the Father 

Therefore, He asks the Father to keep His Friends from the temptations of the World, the Flesh, and the Devil  

v. 15 – “I pray not that thou shouldest take them out of the world, but that thou shouldest keep them from the evil” 

Jesus prayed that His Disciples would be protected from “the evil”  

Literally - “the evil one!” 

Jesus is praying that they be given strength to face the task at hand and that they be given strength to stand against the attacks that are sure to come from the devil

B. He Prayed for Their ‘Purity’ – vs. 16-19

vs. 17, 19 – “Sanctify them through Thy Truth: Thy Word is Truth” “And for their sakes I sanctify Myself, that they also might be sanctified through the Truth” 

Jesus asked the Father to set these men apart from the world by the Word of God! 

His prayer is that they might live their lives against the backdrop of the Scriptures 


And that they might live lives pleasing to the Father 

Jesus Prayer for the Believer today; hasn’t changed

It is still God’s desire that we live separated holy lives 

II Corinthians 6:17 – “Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing; and I will receive you,” 
  
THE “UPWARD” FOCUS 

THE “INWARD” FOCUS 

THE “OUTWARD” FOCUS 

IV. THE “ONWARD” FOCUS 

Finally, Jesus turns His attention to those who would receive Him in the Future

Think of it, on the eve of the crucifixion, with the weight of the world's sins bearing down on Him   

Jesus took time to pray for you and I! 

I don't know about you, but that thrills my heart! 

v. 20 – “Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall believe on Me through their Word;” Testimony 

A. He Prays for Our ‘Harmony’

v. 21 – “That they all may be one; as Thou, Father, art in Me, and I in Thee, that they also may be one in us: that the world may believe that Thou hast sent Me” 


Jesus prayed that His followers might be marked by unity! 

His desire is that we be able to get along in front of the world 

Now, you know as well as I do that a lack of unity in the church is a bad witness to the world! 

God's desire is that we learn to get along one with another and that we have a oneness of heart that unites us regardless of the storms we are called upon to weather 

It’s obvious that when you have 2 people, you are going to have 2 opinions 

When you have a 100, we’ll have a 100 opinion’s 

The secret is being able to disagree without being disagreeable! 

In other words, everything we do must be done with a view of maintaining unity within the body! 

There is no room for struggles within the body of Christ!

We don’t always have to have our own way

I Corinthians 1:10 – “Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you; but that ye be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment”  

Philippians 1:27 - “Only let your conversation be as it becometh the gospel of Christ: … 

… that whether I come and see you, or else be absent, I may hear of your affairs, that ye stand fast in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel;”

I Peter 3:8 – “Finally, be ye all of one mind, having compassion one of another, love as brethren, be pitiful, be courteous:”  

(Now I’m not talking about matters of Doctrine)  

B. He Prays for Our ‘Homegoing’

v. 24 – “Father, I will that they also, whom Thou hast given Me, be with Me where I am; that they may behold My glory, which thou hast given Me: for thou lovedst Me before the foundation of the world” 

In this verse, Jesus says that His will is for all of His followers to be with Him in Heaven 

Where they can behold and share in His glory

C. He Prays for Our ‘Hearts’ 

v. 26 – “And I have declared unto them Thy Name, and will declare it: that the love wherewith thou hast loved Me may be in them, and I in them” 

As Jesus brought His prayer to a close, 

He took a minute to pray that we would be filled with His love 

That is, He desires that His people be characterized by a life of love one for the other 



This is the kind of Love God's requires from His children – I Cor. 13

In fact, Jesus declared that our mutual love would be a sign to the world that we were genuinely of the Lord  

John 13:35 – “By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another” 

CONCLUSION 

As I close, let me remind you that Christ's prayers are always heard and answered 

John 11:41, 42 – “Then they took away the stone from the place where the dead was laid. And Jesus lifted up his eyes, and said, Father, I thank thee that thou hast heard Me” “And I knew that thou hearest Me always: but because of the people which stand by I said it, that they may believe that Thou hast sent Me” 

The question that remains is, are they being fulfilled in our lives and in the life of this church? 

Let me do a quick review here 

1. Are you saved? It’s Jesus’ desire that you come to know Him 

2. Is there unity in your home, at church? It’s His desire that there be 

3. Are we walking in love, one to the other as we should? 

That is His prayer for us!

Has the Lord touched areas of your life that need to be attended to this morning? 

If so, then I think it would be a good idea to come to Him and allow Him to have His way in your heart right now 

Will you do, What He would have you to?
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