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     DATE: 9/17/2017 pm    
                   
TEXT: Exodus 5:4-23    

INTRODUCTION 

As we begin our 2nd thought in Chapter 5 we see …

The gauntlet has been cast / The initial demand made 

It’s noteworthy that in v. 1, the request to “Let my people go” was in fact an imperative and thus a demand 

Not surprisingly, Pharaoh replied, “Who is the LORD, that I should obey His voice to let Israel go?” 

Notice that the word “LORD” is in all capitals 

Signifying the name Jehovah 

Pharaoh in effect asked - Who is this Jehovah? 

He would soon find out! 

God, through the Refusal and Resistance of Pharaoh, would show His glory not only to the Egyptians, but more importantly, to Israel 

Last time in vs. 1-3 we watched as Moses asked Pharaoh to let Israel go to Worship 

We now pick up in v. 4 and Pharaoh’s Refusal to release them 

Let’s stand to read vs. 4-23 … and think on this thought 

“THE REFUSAL OF PHARAOH” 

~~~Prayer~~~ 

I. HIS “CHARGE” – vs. 4, 5 

“And the king of Egypt said unto them, Wherefore do ye, Moses and Aaron, let the people from their works? get you unto your burdens” “And Pharaoh said, Behold, the people of the land now are many, and ye make them rest from their burdens” 

Pharaoh is not happy with what is going on 

He is upset with 2 things

The Excuses and the Delays 

The word “let” means to hinder 

He said - You are keeping the people from working! YOU need to get to work! 

Pharaoh is commanding Moses to work 

The king's attitude is I'm the boss! You are getting in the way. You do what I say!

Pharaoh had no basis for his false claims though  

To the contrary, evidence was everywhere showing the great labor the Israelites had done for the Egyptians 


Exodus 1:11 – “They built for Pharaoh treasure cities, Pithom and Raamses”

And in return what did Egypt do? … 

Exodus 1:14 – “… they made their lives bitter with hard bondage, in morter, and in brick, and in all manner of service in the field: all their service, wherein they made them serve, was with rigour” 

A. The Lost do not need facts in order to accuse 

They say whatever they need to say to support their claims regardless of whether it’s true or not

This message is still echoed today 

Christians are in the way of Satan's schemes 

We must be gotten out of the way

We are in the way when we speak out about the political, educational, and all the social corruption going on 

Such as abortion, homosexuality, gambling, immorality, pornography, and alcohol  

The message that the world screams at us is Conform to our ways. Do what we say! Live like us! 

Which is pure hypocrisy and a total contradiction of the world's other message which says …



Do your own thing! Be yourself! You are your own boss! 
If it feels good, do it! 

This world is very confused about what it believes 

Why? Because those without Christ follow the author of confusion, Satan 

I Corinthians 14:33 – “For God is not the author of confusion, but of peace, as in all churches of the saints” 

Satan is the father of lies and has sold the unbeliever a bill of goods 

His cookies may seem sweet at first, but they eventually become bitter 

B. This charge of idleness shows how people view true worship 

They view it as only something to do if there is nothing else to do 

Men who choose not to obey God will always revile those who do 

These folk view true worship as a hindrance to the progress of a productive way of life 

So … today Sundays are big business days for retail and entertainment (No more Blue Laws) 

Many church members reflect this spirit of the world by their spasmodic church attendance 

They, too, indicate by their poor church attendance that worship is only when you have nothing else to do and when it does not interfere with something else 

What ever happened to Sunday being God’s Day? 

THE “CHARGE” 

II. HIS “CRUELTY” – vs. 6-8 

Pharaoh did not stop with Reviling Words, but resorted to Reviling Deeds 

His response to Moses and Aaron's Request to Worship was to heap more work upon the Israelites

Pharaoh is furious - The people have too much time on their hands. They are goofing around and are idle and lazy 

He informs the taskmasters and officers to let them get their own straw for the bricks and keep the brick quota the same

A. Pharaoh’s ‘Response’ – vs. 7, 8 

Pharaoh's Reaction to the Request to Worship consisted in his ordering the taskmasters to … 

“no more give the people [the Israelites] straw to make brick, as heretofore; let them go and gather straw for themselves” “And the tale [number quota] of the bricks, which they did make heretofore, ye shall lay upon them; ye shall not diminish ought thereof” 


Straw did for the brick here what our rebar does for concrete 

The straw was chopped into small stems and mixed in the clay that was made into brick 

History bears this out; surviving bricks in ancient Egyptian buildings contain straw 

Up to this point the straw had been furnished by the Egyptians for the Israelite brick makers 

But now the Israelites are required to get the straw themselves 

This would, of course, really added to their workload and made it impossible for them to keep up the quotas 

When a person rejects God's message, as Pharaoh did 

… It makes that person irrational 

Pharaoh wants bricks, but his decision hinders the production of them 

On the same line, when a person rejects salvation and the Saviour, that is irrational too

Because they will all tell you that they want to go to heaven 

But they only want to go there on their own terms  

They hinder their ability to have eternal life 


Another thing to note would be this – 

Obeying God's message may lead to suffering  

You may suffer for doing what is right, losing friends, family, a job, possibly your freedom or even your life 

We have been warned just as God warned Pharaoh of hardship to come 

John 16:33  - “These things I have spoken unto you, that in Me ye might have peace. In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have overcome the world” 

B. Pharaoh’s  ‘Purpose’  

The Purpose for this cruelty was twofold 

1. Pharaoh did it, to put Fear in their Heart  

He was endeavoring to frighten the Israelites away from making anymore requests to worship 

He would want them to think that anymore such requests would result in even more punishment 

This would certainly check the extent of one's dedication to worship 

What would it take you to stop Worshipping God? 

For some it’s not much!  

2. Pharaoh did it to Fill their Hours 

Again he was endeavoring to fill their lives so full  that they would not have time to worship or even think about worship 

This is a typical practice of Satan  

We need to be wise here and watch our own schedule lest we fall into this snare of Satan

When God is not your number one priority, it shows  

C. Pharaoh’s ‘Promptness’ – v. 6 

Pharaoh's orders were given “the same day” that Moses and Aaron spoke to Pharaoh requesting time to worship

Pharaoh did not waste any time in giving his orders

Maybe we can learn something good here 

When trouble or temptation raises its ugly head  

We can’t procrastinate about it but rather deal with it right away 

The moment we realize something is just not right 

We need to find out why 

Evil is energetic and does not delay; 

God's people need to be the same way in their consecration


We need to learn how to keep short accounts  

HIS “CHARGE” 

HIS “CRUELTY” 

III. HIS “CONTEMPT” – vs. 9-19 

When someone decides to start following the Lord and trusting Him fully, don't be surprised at the opposition  

Contempt – is an attitude of utter disgust or hatred  

Satan does not like it when folks serve the Lord

He will try to discourage, distress, and depress and he’s good at it! 

This is common among new Christians or believers that have recently rededicated their lives to the Lord 

Thank God that the Lord does not allow more than we can bear

I Corinthians 10:13 – “There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it” 

Let's take a look at Satan's plan to sidetrack and defeat God's people 

The pattern of what he uses is still being used today


A. ‘Additions’ – vs. 9-11 

Pharaoh adds to their already Burdened lives 

v. 9 – “​Let there more work be laid upon the men, that they may labour therein;” 

The demands of the king were illogical and unreasonable, 

But such is the case of someone who has no regard for God 

Unsaved people tend to be illogical, making foolish stupid, decisions 

Many times they are selfish, harsh, and oppressive, just like Pharaoh 

Rebellion in the heart of a saved person will lead to sinful habits  

The bondage and burdens of addictions and sinful habits are draining and depressing 

Sinful lifestyles may promise joy, fun, and happiness

Hebrews 11:25 – “Choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season;”  

But in the end they only bring misery, emptiness, dissatisfaction, destruction, and death 



In the beginning, the path of sinful living is smooth and pleasant, 

But then it becomes bumpy and rough, demanding more of our life then we can give  

Satan's yoke is heavy, exhausting, and burdensome  

But this does not hold true with the yoke of the Lord

Matthew 11:28-30 – “ …Come unto Me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest”  Take My yoke upon you, and learn of Me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and ye shall find rest unto your souls. For My yoke is easy, and My burden is light” 

B. ‘Distractions’ – v. 12 

“So the people were scattered abroad throughout all the land of Egypt to gather stubble instead of straw”

Pharaoh has scattered the Jews with his unreasonable demand 

This would be a huge hindrance and distraction in the production of the bricks 

Satan works this way too, being the Master Distractor 

He loves to get us side-tracked and distracted so that we cannot devote our energy to the important tasks at hand 

The task of Serving the Lord 

He loves to scatter and divide us to the point where we are running in circles and wasting away our time and our lives 

He loves to distract us from focusing upon the Lord 

When our Faith is in God first 

Matthew 6:33 – “But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and His righteousness;” 

Then all the other things we think are so important will really come into prospective 

And we will get our lives in Order 

“and all these (other) things shall be added unto you” 

Order brings soundness, disorder confusion, dysfunction 

The right order is - Faith, Family, Friends, Fortune 

C. ‘Hurry’ – v. 13 

“And the taskmasters hasted them, saying, Fulfil your works, your daily tasks, as when there was straw” 

The pressure was increased to produce the same amount of bricks in less time / Speed up!

Life seems to be Accelerating faster every day 

Then add to it everyone wanting a piece of you 


It seems like there is never enough time 

This mentality of hurry and scurry is everywhere 

We are going so fast that we don't have time to hear or listen to the Lord 

Our stress levels and blood pressure are thru the roof 

God tells us to slow down 

Humor: Have you ever wondered why a pigeon walks so funny? According to an interesting article in the Detroit Free Press, a pigeon walks the way it does so it can see where it's going. Because it can't adjust its focus as it moves, the pigeon actually has to bring its head to a complete stop between steps in order to refocus. This is the way it walks: head forward, stop; head back, stop. Don't laugh—that's how it goes!

In our spiritual walk with the Lord we have the same problem as the pigeon 

We have a hard time seeing while we're moving 

We also need to stop between steps—to refocus on where we are in relation to the world and the will of God 

That's not to say we have to stop and pray and meditate about every little decision  

But certainly our walk with the Lord needs to have a built-in pattern of "stops," which enable us to see more clearly before moving on



Psalm 46:10 a - “Be still, and know that I am God:” 

D. ‘Oppression’ – v. 14 

“And the officers of the children of Israel, which Pharaoh's taskmasters had set over them, were beaten, and demanded, (of) Wherefore have ye not fulfilled your task in making brick … “  

The manner of beating may be similar to what is done today in the Middle East 

The culprit lies on his belly, his legs bent, then the executioner would begin to bet the soles of his feet with a stick 

This is a very painful  

The sufferer is unable to walk for weeks after, and some even become lame for the rest of their lives

One of the great problems with society is the misuse of authority and power 

Authority can range from the authority of a Leader over a Nation, to the authority of a supervisor over his employees  

God is clear about the authority or rule a person holds  

The person must not abuse his authority or rule 

Psalm 82:2 – “How long will ye judge unjustly, and accept the persons of the wicked?”


Proverbs 14:31 - “He that oppresseth the poor reproacheth his Maker: but he that honoureth him hath mercy on the poor”

Eccles. 5:8 – “If thou seest the oppression of the poor, and violent perverting of judgment and justice in a province, marvel not at the matter: for he that is higher than the highest regardeth; and there be higher than they” 

Nehemiah 5:7 - “Then I consulted with myself, and I rebuked the nobles, and the rulers, and said unto them, Ye exact usury [excess, loans and interest, taxes], every one of his brother. And I set a great assembly against them”

Isaiah 3:14 – “The LORD will enter into judgment with the ancients of his people, and the princes thereof: for ye have eaten up the vineyard; the spoil of the poor is in your houses” 

Isaiah 10:1 – “Woe unto them that decree unrighteous decrees, and that write grievousness which they have prescribed”

Ezekiel 28:2, 6-8 - “Son of man, say unto the prince of Tyrus, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Because thine heart is lifted up, and thou hast said, I am a God, I sit in the seat of God, in the midst of the seas; yet thou art a man, and not God, though thou set thine heart as the heart of God....” “Therefore thus saith the Lord GOD; Because thou hast set thine heart as the heart of God;” “behold, therefore I will bring strangers upon thee, the terrible of the nations: and they shall draw their swords against the beauty of thy wisdom, and 

they shall defile thy brightness” “They shall bring thee down to the pit, and thou shalt die the deaths of them that are slain in the midst of the seas” 

God doesn’t take to kindly to abuse of Power 

E. ‘Accusations’ – vs. 15-17 

“Then the officers of the children of Israel came and cried unto Pharaoh, saying, Wherefore dealest thou thus with thy servants?” “There is no straw given unto thy servants, and they say to us, Make brick: and, behold, thy servants are beaten; but the fault is in thine own people” “But he said, Ye are idle, ye are idle: therefore ye say, Let us go and do sacrifice to the Lord” 

Notice that the Jewish leaders complained to Pharaoh 

This wasn’t going to do much good; it would prove to be a waste of time 

They really needed to call upon the Lord 

Psalm 142:2 – “I poured out my complaint before Him; I shewed before Him my trouble” 

The false accusations of laziness were hurtful 

It’s not fun when you are wrongly accused, is it? 

Slander creates stress and emotional distress 

God, however, provides a blessing for us when we are falsely accused for righteousness sake

Matthew 5:11 – “Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for My sake” 

F. ‘Anxiety’ – vs. 18, 19  

“Go therefore now, and work; for there shall no straw be given you, yet shall ye deliver the tale of bricks” 
“And the officers of the children of Israel did see that they were in (an) evil case,(way) after it was said, Ye shall not minish ought from your bricks of your daily task” 

At first they didn’t believe what was happening 

But now the reality of what Pharaoh as done is sinking in 

The Jews felt hopeless and knew they were in serious trouble 

Meeting the Pharaoh's quota would be almost impossible 

Hopelessness leads to Depression and Despair 

Many Christians quit serving the Lord because they feel hopeless 

Proverbs 13:12 – “Hope deferred maketh the heart sick: but when the desire cometh, it is a tree of life” 

Some folks are hopeless because they have a problem they cannot seem to solve or do not see it being solved 


Others grieve over sin and past failures 

They feel they are useless to the Lord 

Beloved, understand that where sin abounds, grace much more abounds

Rejecting the Lord will definitely leave you hopeless 

Don't turn your back upon Him 

The hope of mankind is found in the Lord Jesus Christ 

I Timothy 1:1  - “Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the commandment of God our Saviour, and Lord Jesus Christ, which is our hope;” 

CONCLUSION 

The people are at the point of Exasperation and in vs. 20 & 21 they Blame Moses and Aaron for all their Trouble 

Moses does what the Children of Israel should have been doing / he prays – vs. 22, 23 …

Notice that he blames the Lord for the problems 

He tells the Lord - “Why did you send me? Matters have gotten worse Lord. Not better 

Do you know what you are doing? Why have you not delivered us yet?” 

Moses sounds like many of us, doesn't he? 


Even Moses had God on a time table 

We tend to rush God too, and be impatient with Him 

It's in times like these we need to learn to trust in Him and wait

Proverbs 3:5, 6 - “... Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding” “In all thy ways acknowledge him, and He shall direct thy paths” 

Psalm 27:14  - “Wait on the Lord: be of good courage, and He shall strengthen thine heart: wait, I say, on the 
Lord”

How often God's people cry out for help to God, but switch channels before God answers  

They turn to other sources for help, looking for human help 

When you cry out to God for His intervention, don't switch channels! 

Be still and wait for His direction and guidance 
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