FACING FAILURE  
THE LIFE OF MOSES #23               
Facing Failure – Exodus 6:10-30   
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     DATE: 11/19/2017 pm    
                   
TEXT: Exodus 6:10-30    

INTRODUCTION 

Our last message emphasized the Possibility of the Impossible 

When the Lord directed Moses to go in unto Pharaoh …  

Pharaoh got Meaner and Israel's provisions got Leaner  

God, however, Encouraged Moses by proclaiming seven things He would do (The Seven “I wills” of God) 

The most important of which were … 

-- The Lord’s promised to bring them out of Egyptian slavery and free them 

-- And that He would be their God and bring them into the land that He promised their forefathers 

God's people, however, were deeply Depressed and Discouraged – v. 9 

They were no different than the way we get sometimes 

We closed the last section by listing ten steps on how to properly Deal with Discouragement 

Moses has been listing one excuse after another on why he can't serve God 

Here are some 

-- Lack of Esteem - “Who am I, that I should go?” - 3:11 

-- Lack of Words – “What shall I say?” - 3:13 

-- Lack of Authority – “They will not believe me” - 4:1 

-- Lack of Presentation – “I am not eloquent” - 4:10 

-- Lack of Enthusiasm –“Send someone else” - 4:13

-- Lack of Success – “I don’t see anything happening”-5:23 

-- Lack of Acceptance – “Nobody is listening” - 6:12

As we approach this section in the Life of Moses, 

We will deal with that which takes the wind out of our sails, the glow from our eyes, and the spring in our steps 

We are going to learn how to Face Failure and identify what True Failure Is and is Not 

I’d like to begin thinking on this simple thought tonight …

“Facing Failure” 

~~~Prayer~~~ 

Let’s begin by skipping down to the middle of the chapter

I want to deal with this thought first

Because it Seems out-of-place 

I. MOSES’ “ANCESTRY” – vs. 14-28 

God, being aware already of Israel’s response to Moses …

… Goes right to Moses and tells him to get up and keep going – vs. 10-13 

Moses has Failed to get through to his people at this point 

He has been Knocked Down, but not Knocked Out 

He is Pressed, but not Pinned 

With the wind knocked out of Moses, the Lord says to him, 

“Get back up Moses! Go into Pharaoh and tell him to let my people go” 

Proverbs 24:16 – “For a just man falleth seven times, and riseth up again:”  

But right after God tells Moses this, the Holy Spirit starts to describe Moses’ Family Tree 

Why is that? What’s that all about? 

To most people the Genealogies are boring / unimportant 

But that’s not true

Let’s look at 2 reasons why they are important 

It may not seem important to us, but certainly was important to the Israelites – Why?  


Moses and Aaron are the representatives of Israel who will deal with Pharaoh 

They (Israel) would have wanted to know Moses Authority 

These men were God’s Messengers 

They were chosen by God's Grace  

God's Message is to be proclaimed only by someone who is truly God's Representative and truly chosen by God's Grace 

If not, you will not have a True Message  

A. The ‘Proof’ 

The Proof that they were true Israelites, truly of God's people, is given – vs. 14-16 …

Notice that the Genealogy ends after only listing Jacob’s first 3 Sons – Rueben, Simeon & Levi 

Why stop with Levi? 

Because Levi was the family head, the father of the tribe of Levi, the tribe into which Moses and Aaron were born

The purpose of the present genealogy is to show that they were Legitimate messengers, True messengers who were of God's chosen people, Israel 

The genealogy needed to go no further than Levi


1. The Grace of God 

The Grace of God is all over this portion of Scripture

Everything mentioned about the family tree of Moses points to the Grace of God, 

Not to Ancestors of great Moral Character, nor of Natural Ability, nor of Political Leadership

Let me explain 

-- Reuben committed fornication with his mother's servant, Bilhah, his father's concubine 

Gen. 35:22; 49:3, 4 

-- Simeon and Levi were gripped by a spirit of revenge, and slaughtered all the males of Shechem, protecting the honor of their sister Dinah 

Gen. 34:25-29; 49:5-7 

As wicked as they were, all three of these men were later changed  

In fact, they were all led by Joseph to confess their sin and faith in God and His great promises to Israel 

Gen. 44:14-17 … 

There definitely seems to be a change of heart there 

The point is this: 


… the ancestors of Moses were not chosen by God because of their own personal morality and righteousness – far from it 

They were members of God's people because of the Grace of God … 

… And because the day came when they confessed  their sin and repented, trusting God Promises 

They were saved by the Grace of God through faith

Thus it was with Moses 

He was not saved and chosen by God because of godly ancestors or parents

He was saved and chosen by God because of Grace  

Moses believed in the Lord and in the promises of God 

Hebrews 11:24-27 …

Therefore, God had Mercy and showered His Grace upon him 

Moses was chosen by the Grace of God alone

2. The First Born 

Another thing to note is …

The great privileges and responsibilities placed by the ancient world upon the firstborn son 

Upon the father's death, he received the birthright of the father with all his rights, privileges, and responsibilities 

He also received two thirds of the inheritance 

This was the law of the land 
                                                                                                    Thus when a younger son received any part of the birthright or any additional inheritance, it was a gift / It was an act of Grace

Moses and Aaron were not from the tribe of the firstborn, Reuben, but from the tribe of Levi, the third son

They were not even from the line of Levi's oldest son, but from Kohath, Levi's second son

Moses was not even the oldest son of his father, Amram, but the second son

The point is well made, Moses was not chosen by God because he was the firstborn  

He did not merit God's call because he was born of privilege

I Samuel 16:7 – “But the LORD said unto Samuel, Look not on his countenance, or on the height of his stature; because I have refused him: for the LORD seeth not as man seeth; for man looketh on the outward appearance, but the LORD looketh on the heart” 


B. The ‘Purpose’ 

Notice that the family tree of Levi is given in detail 

This was for the Purpose stated above, to show also that their priesthood was truly of God's people 

The Levites were truly chosen by the Grace of God, 

Chosen to be His Messengers and Ministers 

The priests helped in the founding and building the nation of Israel in the ways of God 

Matter-of-fact, the Levites were not given any inheritance (of Land)

Their Inheritance was the distinct Privilege of serving God in the Temple 

So now we know why God (seemingly out of nowhere) choose to include this genealogy 

You know if the Religious Leaders of Israel would have taken the time to search the genealogy of Jesus 

They would have found out that He was the Son of David, He was who He said He was 

II. MOSES’ “ARGUMENTS” – vs. 10-13; 29, 30 

So what do we do when we Fail? 

God tells Moses to get back in to it – v. 11 


This is an important element of Revival 

If you Fall, Flounder, Fail, or Forsake the Lord, get back up! 

Confess your sin to the Lord, seek His Forgiveness, Forsake your sin, and go Forward the best you can 

Try again, get into the battle again, and serve the Lord 

Some might say – “My sin is so bad” 

Yes we know, so, don't do it any more 

We all understand what sin does to us

Notice that the Lord gets Moses back into the battle right away 

He does not give Moses much time to sulk and think  

God is like a father who is trying to teach his child to ride a bike and he falls 

The father gets his child back on the bike and tells him to try again  

The Lord knows that the longer a person is out of the will of God, the harder it is to get him back on track

A. We must not Back Down 

1. Confrontation 

Must people don’t like to be Confronted 


Notice that the Lord brings Moses back to the place of his alleged defeat 

Moses is suffering from stinkin thinkin 

He is discouraged at the despair of the people 

He is also not thrilled about having to go back before Pharaoh  

Imagine the response of Moses when the Lord said, 

“Moses, get back in and see Pharaoh again” 

Can you see him saying – “What! See who? Say what? Lord, my own people didn't believe me. How do you expect Pharaoh too?”

God wants Moses to go to Pharaoh because Moses has need of learning some important lessons that would result in his Confrontation with the king 

He would learn needed lessons about Faith, Trusting in the LORD, in His Power, and Courage

If we are going to …

2. Grow Spiritually 

We must Confront the areas of our Failures so that we can become conquerors in Christ 

Philippians 4:13 – “I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me”


Christians get out of God's will because of defeat in areas of sinful habits, disobedience to God's Word, bitterness, conflicts with others, and robbing God of His tithe 

They stay defeated, get out of church, or they switch churches 

… without resolving or overcoming their problems or conflicts 

When this happens, the same old problems tend to surface again and again / Why? 

The problems have not been properly dealt with 

The Failure as not Been Faced 

We have 2 choices …

3. We can Run From or Face our Failure 

We need to understand that if we run from obstacles that are hindering us, 

The Lord will put the obstacles in our path again and again 

I call it the Devil’s Merry-go-round 

Where a person leaves the will of God, that is the place where they must get back into the will of God 

For Jonah, it was rebellion and fear over Nineveh 


After he got out of God's will, the Word of the Lord came unto him a second time stating that he should again get up and go to Nineveh 

For Abraham, it was a lack of faith and disobedience in going to Egypt because of a famine that got him out of God's will 

He got back into God's will when he returned to the place where God wanted him 

Christians today get out of the will of God when they rebel against the principles of Gods' Word 

They resist submission to what the Bible says and they stop growing 

If they come back to a point of obedience to God's Word, they can start growing again in the Lord

B. We must not Back Out

1. Fear of Failure  

Moses is also discouraged over a revived sense of his personal Deficiencies and Weaknesses 

v. 30 – “And Moses said before the LORD, Behold, I am of uncircumcised lips, and how shall Pharaoh hearken unto me?”

Which means “I am unable to talk eloquently” 

Moses had a great Fear of Failure 


It’s one of the pains of life, that we just cannot bear 

No one wants to Fail 

Unfortunately, we are bad judges of identifying Failure

Our service to the Lord must not be conditioned on how folks respond to our message 

How well we present ourselves 

We are to do what God says whether people believe God's message or do not believe it 

God sent Moses back to Pharaoh again and again even though Pharaoh never believed 

Our calling is simply not dependent on whether people believe us or not 

It is dependent upon God's Commands / Obedience 

What Moses considered a Defeat, was actually in essence, a Delay 

His so-called Failure was not one at all

Let me ask this question – “Has Moses done what God has told him to do so far?” 

The answer is “Yes, even though he was fearful” 

Thus, Moses is not a Failure 


It is the doing of our duty God's way and our obedience to God's Word that we are held accountable for, 

Not the Failure or Success of the response of others which may accompany the work 

I know that goes contrary to what people are being taught today 

You are considered a success if your church is big, 

But you are ordinary or a nobody if your church is not big 

How tragic that many have swallowed that philosophy only to quit the ministry because their church was not big 

Many times people feel like failures because of a false notion of what success is and because of an incorrect understanding of the will of God

2. Biblical Success 

If you are a godly man or woman that has endeavored to obey God's Word and do God's will for your life, 

You are a success in the eyes of the Lord and that is all that really matters 

You do not have to be honored or recognized by men to be considered a success 


Your value or importance to God is not based upon the recognition of men 

Beloved, just do your best for God and don't worry about honor, recognition, popularity, prestige, and praise 

You will enjoy these things at the Judgment Seat of Christ if you have been faithful to the Lord 

3. Delay or Defeat 

Moses was experiencing a Delay with Pharaoh and Israel 

Delays in God's service are not necessarily Defeats 

Take Adoniram Judson for example (Burma)  

Was Mr. Judson a failure? 

By men's standards, he might have been considered one 

He preached in Burma for six years before he baptized his first convert to Christ 

The first six years were a Delay, but not a Defeat 

Thirty years after his death, there were 63 churches in Burma, 163 missionaries, and 7000 baptized converts 

Just think what would not have happened if he quit in the first six years 

A lot of that going on today 

4. Was Jesus a Failure? 

By current standards of success, Jesus might be considered one 

Let's look at how Jesus measured up to today’s standards 

-- Was He popular? No (Maybe for a time)  

-- He was not well-liked  

In fact, after one of His sermons, all of His followers deserted Him, except for the 12 

-- Did He have political power? No 

He was a political failure 

All levels of government rejected Him 

Then they conspired to kill Him 

-- Did He have lots of friends? No 

His friends often hurt Him, eventually abandoned Him, and one of them betrayed Him to death 

-- Did He have money and possessions? No 

He had no house, no world headquarters,                                  no Christian amusement park 


-- Was the Lord respected by His peers? No 

His professional peers (Pharisees) rejected His work

Despite His apparent failure by these standards, 

Jesus Christ has changed the lives of millions of men and women over the centuries 

How could He, in light of His Failures? 

He did His Father's will 

Beloved, the Lord wants us to be faithful and obedient to His will 

We are to labor onward, believing in due season, we shall reap, if we faint not 

We are not to take the plough and look back 

We are to focus on God's ability when we are neck-deep in impossibility and it looks like Failure is imminent 

The Bible stresses this over and again 

Jeremiah 32:17, 27 – “Ah Lord God! behold, Thou hast made the heaven and the earth by Thy great power and stretched out arm, and there is nothing too hard for Thee:”  “Behold, I am the LORD, the God of all flesh: is there any thing too hard for Me?” 



Luke 1:37 – “For with God nothing shall be impossible” 

Luke 18:27 – “And He said, The things which are impossible with men are possible with God” 

You may be facing impossibilities in your Family, at school, at work, in your marriage, with your kids, even at church 

Obey the Lord, trust and depend upon Him 

And you will not Fail 

C. Obedience 

Moses needed an attitude adjustment about failure and success 

He gave God his excuses again and God told him to get back to Pharaoh and Israel 

He was to tell them it was time to go 

Many Christians today have the same fears as Moses 

Some Christians are so afraid of Failure that they become reserved, overly cautious, and uninvolved in life 

They follow a policy of guarded living, holding back time, talents, and treasure from God's service 

Their motto is: To keep from failing—don't try!


On the other hand, those who are willing to make mistakes and risk failure are the ones who ultimately achieve great things 

Instead of being filled with fear, they go forward in faith 

Problems are challenges 

While they may not all be solved, these courageous people would rather live with that reality than have a clean record of no failures and no accomplishments 
                                                                                                        Benjamin Franklin once said  … 

“The man who does things makes many mistakes, but he never makes the biggest mistake of all—doing nothing” 

Men who have accomplished great things in secular and spiritual matters have done so, many times, by overcoming their failures 

Men like Ty Cobb and Babe Ruth were successful failures in the world of baseball 

Ty Cobb was thrown out more times trying to steal base than any other man in baseball history 

Babe Ruth struck out more times than any man in baseball history 

Hank Aaron, who broke Babe Ruth's record, has struck out more times than 99% of the players who make it to the major leagues 

Nobody—but nobody—considers them failures and few people even remember their failures 

Virtually everyone remembers their successes

Enrico Caruso's voice failed to carry the high notes so many times his voice teacher advised him to quit 

He kept singing and was recognized as the greatest tenor in the world 

Thomas Edison's teacher called him a dunce and he later failed over 14,000 times in his efforts to perfect the incandescent light 

Abraham Lincoln was well known for his failures but nobody considers him a failure 

Albert Einstein and Werner von Braun both flunked courses in math 

Henry Ford was broke at age 40 

Yet, it was Henry Ford who said – “Failure is the opportunity to begin again more intelligently”  

Spiritual success is a result of not quitting, … and faithfully obeying God's Word and will

In v. 11, notice an important principle about obedience 

It says – “Go in, speak unto Pharaoh king of Egypt, that he let the children of Israel go out of his land”  



It is no longer a three-day journey that the Lord is commanding 

It is a permanent exit from the land 

This message would be even more difficult to give to Pharaoh because the demands are greater 

Who said that delivering God's Word was easy? 

The principle here is “If God lays a light burden upon us and we refuse, we may as well expect Him to exchange our light burden for a heavier one”  

The Lord has a way of increasing pressure until we obey 

We better accept the first cross that He offers us 

When we do this; that is success in God's eyes 

When we resist His commands, the pressure is increased to submit 

When we look in the book of Judges, we find that God gradually increased His punishment upon a disobedient Israel 

Israel failed because they would not listen or obey the Lord

When we examine the ten plagues of Egypt, we find that the pressure on Pharaoh was gradually increased in the severity of the plagues 


Even though the pressure increased, God was still giving the king the opportunity to change his mind 

God could have brought down judgment upon Pharaoh for his scornful rebellion and rejection at the first request given to him by Moses, 

But the Lord didn’t do that, did He? 

God gave Pharaoh ample opportunity to yield to His demands 

Pharaoh would not be punished until he had repeatedly rejected the requests to let Israel go 

Before Pharaoh will be punished with the signs and wonders … 

God will graciously give him precepts by which he could escape the punishment 

God repeats his precepts before he begins his punishments

CONCLUSION 
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