THE BOOK OF JUDGES #23 
Lessons from Caller’s Spring – Judges 15:18-20 
LESSONS FROM                             CALLER’S SPRING

DATE: 5/25/2014 pm

TEXT: Judges 15:18-20

INTRODUCTION

I’ve found from experience, that often …
 
- Our Blessings are followed by Battles  

- The Mountains are followed by Valleys  

- Our Triumphs are followed by Tests  

- Our Highs are followed by Lows 

In our last study we saw Samson at a high point in his life  

Whereas, much of his life, up to this point, has been a major disappointment  

In that high point his Attitudes and Actions were commendable  

He reacted wisely when the men of Judah joined hands with the Philistines to capture him 

Instead of retaliating (as he had on other occasions) he allowed himself to be taken  

He did this so he could take actions against the Philistines, 
                                                                                                      Actions, for which he had been called of God to take 

With that jawbone he scored a great victory for both God and Judah by slaying a 1000  

He celebrated his victory by naming the place “Ramathlehi” (v.17) which means Jawbone Hill 

The name would always remind people of what had happened 

However, no sooner had he accomplished this great feat then something is realized 

Totally exhausted and dehydrated from the energy expended in the fight …

v. 18 tells us he became thirsty, to the point of despair   

In one moment he is a mighty man defeating the enemy  

But the next moment he is experiencing a great dilemma 

I have found that God designs these contrasts   

He always allows a Low when there has been a High 

And as in everything God does, it’s marked by a Purpose  

Let’s now look at Judges 15:18-20 and glean 3 … 

“Lessons from Caller’s Spring” 

(You’ll understand the Title at the end of the message) 

~~~Prayer~~~ 

First, there’s - 

I. THE “REMINDER OF SAMSON’S HUMANITY”

v.18 - “And he was sore athirst, and called on the LORD” 

- One moment Samson is strong and the next he is weak 

- Shortly before, he had raised his hands in victory 

- Now he is on his knees expressing his need 

- One moment his life is a reflection of God, 

- But in the next, he’s made aware that he was only a man 

Samson was quickly Reminded of his Humanity  

There are a couple of important lessons that can be learned when we are brought to this realization 

First, it - 

A. ‘Prevents Arrogance’

How easy it is to feel important and invincible after a great victory 

The slaying of the 1000 was commendable 

Samson shows a little of the old self in his celebration 

In v.16 Samson proclaimed - “With the jawbone of an ass, heaps upon heaps, with the jaw of an ass have I slain a thousand men” (note the personal pronoun “I”)

Samson took credit for what had been accomplished 


As compared to David giving God the credit for his victory over Goliath – I Samuel 17:46 

“This day will the Lord deliver thee into mine hand; … that all the earth may know that there is a God in Israel” 
 
If we are not careful we can let our victories go to our Head instead of our Heart 

- But then, God knows how to keep us in check

- God knows how to saw the legs off our throne 

- God knows how to make us “sore athirst”

God shares His glory with no one 

The glory for any victory and blessing belongs to God and God alone 

In Proverbs 6 there is a list of things that God hates and one thing on the list is a “proud look” –v.17

Proverbs 16:18 – “Pride goeth before destruction, and an haughty spirit before a fall”

God will bring us low if our high makes us proud and haughty 

He will put us on our knees to remind us that we are only human and keep us from being arrogant 

Furthermore, our needs not only … 

‘Prevent Arrogance’  

But they also - 

B. ‘Promote Dependence’

When Samson was “sore athirst” (extremely thirsty)

We read that he “called on the LORD” 

Samson’s Need, drove him to the Lord 

In his Need, he was made aware that even though he had accomplished a great victory, 

His Need for the Lord was now even greater  

There is never a moment when we do not Need the Lord 

It doesn’t matters … 

- How long we’ve been saved 

- How far God has brought us

- How much we are blessed and used of Him 

Our Need for the Lord is as great today, as when we first started 

In fact, there will never be a time when we don’t Need Him 

I Peter 1:5 – “Who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last time”


Our dependence on God is endless 

We are kept by the Power of God 

Samson’s great victory was not due to his own physical strength 

v. 14 - It was due to the “Spirit of the LORD” who “came mightily upon him”  

He Needed to be reminded of the secret of his power 

Without God, he may have been able to slay 2 or 3, at the most 

He would have quickly been overcome by such a huge crowd 

He Needed the Lord to be victorious

We all Need God to be victorious! 

God knows our Need of Him is much greater than we know our Need 

He knows that we can’t do it on our own or in our own strength 

Yet, we often fail to understand, or forget, how much we must depend on the Lord 

A God-sent Need can drive us to our knees 

Causing us to cry out to God for His help 



Quote: Abraham Lincoln said, “I have been driven many times upon my knees by the overwhelming conviction that I’ve nowhere else to go. My own wisdom, and that of all about me, seemed insufficient for the day.”

Samson was driven to his knees by his thirst 

God sends situations that cause us to fall upon our knees acknowledging our dependence on Him

You will never know how much you need God, until God is all you got   

We not only see … 

THE “REMINDER OF SAMSON’S HUMANITY”

But also - 

II. THE “RESOURCE FOR SAMSON’S EXTREMITY”

Samson was in Great Need  

Being without water, in that climate, is no laughing matter

But in His Need, he had Someone he could turn to for help 

He “called upon the LORD” 

(I’m pretty sure this is the first time we see Samson praying) 

The blessed promise is; that in our time of Need, we can bring our Need to the Lord in prayer 

How Needy are you? 

The Bible tells us in Hebrews 4:16 - “Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and to find grace to help in time of need” 

At His throne there is …

- Mercy for our Sins 

- Grace for our Sorrows 

Hymn: The songwriter said it well – “What a Friend we have in Jesus, all our sins and grief’s to bear! What a privilege to carry everything to God in prayer! O what peace we often forfeit, O what needless pain we bear, All because we do not carry everything to God in prayer”

When we are “sore athirst” (extremely thirsty)

We can go to God in prayer for water 

Samson did what he needed to do  

He called upon the Lord  

Let’s look at 2 things about his prayer 

First, notice - 

A. What Samson ‘Acknowledged’ in Prayer

Samson prays in v.18 - “Thou hast given this great deliverance into the hand of Thy servant” 

There were 2 things Samson Acknowledged in his prayer 

1. He Acknowledged the Source of his ‘Strength’ 

He now realizes that God had given him the victory and that he was not responsible 

As I mentioned earlier, he first took credit for the victory – v.16

But now; things are different! 

His Need has made him fully aware of his humanity 

And that God, and God alone, was the Source of his Strength

“Thou hast given this great deliverance” 

2. He Acknowledged the Source of his ‘Service’ 

He Acknowledges that he is the Servant of God 

“… into the hand of Thy servant” 

From the time of his birth he had been set apart to serve God  

But for the most part, he has served his own selfish ambitions  

Now, he Admits and Acknowledges that what he has done is not about himself, but about the Lord’s plan 

God was not only the Source of his Strength, but also the Source of his Service 

How refreshing to see some humility demonstrated

If we expect to get anything from God when we pray, 

We must approach His Throne of Grace with the same Humility 

When the Bible speaks of coming to God “boldly” in Heb. 4:16 

It’s not suggesting that we barge into God’s presence and start demanding things 

The idea is that we don’t have to fear coming into His presence or approach Him with uncertainty or reservations 

(We can approach Him because of the Blood of Jesus)

We don’t have to come to Him with Trepidation or Hesitation  

However, we must come with a sense of our own unworthiness and His holiness 

We must come in Humiliation 

We must acknowledge who we are and Who He is 

If we think we can strut into the presence of God with our lists of accomplishments and get the attention of God, we are only fooling ourselves 

When we come acknowledging that all we have and all we are; is because of Him, we will have His ear

What Samson ‘Acknowledged’ in Prayer 

Next we see - 


B. What Samson ‘Asked’ in Prayer

His prayer continued … “and now shall I die for thirst, and fall into the hand of the uncircumcised?” 

Samson was asking for more than just deliverance   

He was asking for God to continue to work through him 

The great Objective of Prayer, is the Glory of God 

Prayer is never getting Our Will done in heaven, 

But getting God’s Will done on earth 

The Scriptures encourage us to bring our Needs to God  

Matt. 7:7 -“Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you”  

Yet, even in the asking for the meeting of our Needs, 

The Great Objective is that God will get all the glory in the answering of those prayers

When we pray, our own Needs may be involved, 

But when we seek the glory of God first and foremost, prayer becomes an effective force 

Matthew 6:33 – “But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and His righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you”  



James tells us - “Ye ask, and receive not, because ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon your lusts” 

If our prayers are motivated by purely selfish desires 

Then our prayers will rise no higher than the ceiling  

But, if we are “sore athirst” we can come to God and seek Him to meet our need 

If, we come with the right approach and attitudes!  

Prayer is – 

THE “RESOURCE FOR SAMSON’S EXTREMITY”
 
THE “REMINDER OF SAMSON’S HUMANITY”

Lastly, let’s think about - 

III. THE “REASSURANCE IN SAMSON’S NECESSITY”

No Doubt, Samson was in Need  

Yet in that Need, God proved Himself 

He proved to Samson that He would always be there when He needed him 

v.19 - “But God clave an hollow place that was in the jaw, and there came water thereout; and when he had drunk, his spirit came again, and he revived: wherefore he called the name thereof Enhakkore, which is in Lehi unto this day”

How reassuring God’s supply must have been to Samson  

He, like all of us, found that in the time of Need God always comes through for those who will call upon Him  

God is available and He is able! 

The supply of water God provided for Samson was -  

A. A ‘Remarkable’ Supply

v.19a -“But God clave an hollow place that was in the jaw, and there came water thereout” 

There are different opinions as to what is described 

There are some who hold that it was from the jawbone of the donkey, that God brought forth the water 

You say - “That would be impossible” 

I remind you that - “For with God nothing shall be impossible” - Luke 1:37

If He so desired, God could make water appear out of thin air

He had water come out of a rock for Moses  

There is nothing beyond His ability

For the most part, it is believed that God caused a spring to break forth in Lehi, 

Remember the name “Lehi” means jawbone 

The word “clave” means to split open 


This theory holds that God opened the ground, releasing the water that came gushing out 

It doesn’t matter which theory is correct 

Either one is a revelation of the ability of God 

He can cause water to flow from a jawbone or split rocks to provide water 

In either case, His power is Remarkably Demonstrated  

Quote: In his book, “Your God is Too Small”, J. B. Phillips writes - “There are, for example, those who are considerably worried by the thought of God simultaneously hearing and answering the prayers and aspirations of people all over the world. That may be because their mental picture is of a harassed telephone operator answering callers at a switchboard of superhuman size. It is really better to say frankly, ‘I can imagine how it can be done’ (which is the literal truth), than to confuse the mind with the picture of an enlarged man performing the impossible.”

Our God is NOT TOO SMALL! He is able! 

He can do great and mighty things! 

Miracles are a simple thing for Him 

We serve a God that can! 

- He is the God that walked with the Three Hebrew Children in the fiery furnace 

- He is the God of Daniel who quieted the mouths of the Lions 

- He is the God of Moses who parted the Red Sea and drowned the Egyptian army that pursued   

- He is the God of David that guided the single stone from David’s slingshot to Goliath’s head 

- He is the God that raised Jesus from the dead and defeated death, hell and the grave 

- He is a God that is greater than my understanding or ability to explain who He is  

- He is the Lord God Almighty!

A ‘Remarkable’ Supply

Furthermore, the supply of water was - 

B. A ‘Reviving’ Supply

We read “and when he had drunk, his spirit came again, and he revived” 

Exhausted from the heat and fight, God gave Samson exactly what he Needed 

His strength was Renewed and his spirit was Revived  

God always knows what we Need  

How many times have we found ourselves spiritually drained and depleted? 

Yet, God comes through with heavenly water for our weary soul 

Quote: I think of an old preacher who weary after years of ministry, retired. He attended a revival meeting one night and God moved in his soul. He got up and testified - “I have been retired, but tonight I have been refired.”

There are times when we need to be refired! 

How blessed are those experiences when God sends water through His word, His servant, or even in a wonderful demonstration of His power 

Just when we need Him most, He works, meeting our need 

Jesus is near, Just when I need Him Most! 

How reassuring to know that He will always be there and will take care of our Needs 

It was such a memorable experience for Samson that we read “wherefore he called the name thereof Enhakkore, which is in Lehi unto this day” 

The name “Enhakkore” means the spring of the caller or the caller’s spring 

The well that was opened up by God was a spring that still flowed at the time of the writing of the book of Judges 

“which is in Lehi unto this day”

It would forever be known as the place where God supplied water for someone who called upon Him 

I have had a few “caller springs” 

I know you will, as well 

These are the times when God at a low time in our life, proved that He is God, 

…and not just God, but a God that is available for those who call upon Him 

Thank God for those springs 


THE “REMINDER OF SAMSON’S HUMANITY”

THE “RESOURCE FOR SAMSON’S EXTREMITY”

THE “REASSURANCE IN SAMSON’S NECESSITY”
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