THE BOOK OF HEBREWS #25  
A Better Tabernacle – Hebrews 9:1-12
A BETTER TABERNACLE 

DATE:  4/16/2014 Wed.  

TEXT: Hebrews 9:1-12; Exodus 25 -27   

INTRODUCTION 

This is another chapter of contrasts, where we see the Earthly Tabernacle and the Eternal Tabernacle compared 

There are Two Places, Two Priesthoods and Two Provisions 

We see this pattern, or type of Old Testament worship fulfilled in the person and work of Jesus Christ

After portraying an image of Jesus performing as High Priest in a heavenly temple in 8:1-6 …

The author now returns to consider the work of the earthly priest 

The system of sacrificial worship in the Old Testament was solemn and somber / but had its limits 

Many of the Author’s readers were seriously considering giving up on Faith and returning to the Law 

Their mistaken view of what was required for salvation was a big problem 

So the author begins a close-up examination of the earthly Tabernacle 

He describes the tabernacle rather than the temple

Why? I’m not sure  

The work of the priests was essentially the same 

The priesthood of Aaron and his descendants had been established with the building of the tabernacle

The author reviews the basic setup of the tabernacle in              vs. 1-4

The furnishings in the Holy Place and Most Holy Place are described in great detail in Exodus chapters 35-40 

The writer of the epistle rehearses the ministry of the Old Testament Tabernacle and then contrasts how that the work and ministry of Christ is not only parallel to it 

But superior / it is Better 

We begin tonight to look at – 

“A BETTER TABERNACLE” 

~~~prayer~~~

I. AN EARTHLY “REFLECTION” – vs. 1-10  

In 8:3 the writer made passing mention of the fact that every high priest must have something to offer 

He is now ready to discuss the offering of our great High Priest and to contrast it with the OT offerings 

To Introduce the subject, the author gives a rapid review of the layout of the tabernacle and of the regulations for worship

The writer summarize the various items of the Tabernacle first in vs. 1-4 

A. The Sanctuary and its Furnishings (handout) vs. 1-4

v.1 – “Then verily the first covenant had also ordinances of divine service, and a worldly sanctuary”

The “worldly sanctuary” speaks of the Earthly Tabernacle built by Moses

The Tabernacle consisted of 3 areas- 

- The Courtyard 

-The Holy Place 

- The Holy of Holies (also called the Holiest of All)

1. The Courtyard 

According to Exodus 27:9-19 the Tabernacle was enclosed with a 7 ½’ high wall with only one entrance

This is illustrative of only one-way to God 

Jesus said in John 14:6 – “I am the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me”

The gate into the courtyard was 30’ wide / 7 1/2’ high 

It may seem wide to some but in reality it is not wide at all in relation to the Whole World 


Matthew 7:13, 14 - “Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat:” “Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be that find it”

The one entrance typifies the fact that there is only one way to Heaven

Acts 4:12 – “Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved” 

Immediately inside the gate is the first area of the Tabernacle known as the Courtyard 

The first object you would see after entering into the Courtyard would be the Brazen Altar 

“Brazen” speaks of something made of brass 

Brass in the Bible is symbolic of Judgment 

The Brazen Altar was 7 ½’ square and 4 ½’ high 

At the four corners were horns to which the animal was tied when it was being sacrificed 

The sacrificial shedding of blood was at the heart of Jewish worship 

Solomon offered 22,000 oxen and 120,000 lambs at the Dedication of the newly built Temple  

Over the years millions of animals were sacrificed 

The Brazen Altar typified the sacrifice of Christ for the sins of the world (Which are w/o number)

John 1:29 – “The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world”

In the Courtyard there was also the Brazen Laver

Laver - A vessel for washing; a large basin that held water 

Specific instructions were given in Exodus 30:18-21 for the Priests to wash their hands and feet at the Laver before ministering at the Altar or going into the Tabernacle

Isaiah 52:11 says - “... be ye clean, that bear the vessels of the Lord”

The Laver Typifies the Continual Cleansing that is necessary to maintain the believer's Communion and Intimacy with God

Confession and Repentance 

I John 1:9 – “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness” 

2. The Holy Place – v.2 

“For there was a tabernacle made; the first, wherein was the candlestick, and the table, and the shewbread; which is called the sanctuary”


This “Tabernacle” was divided into two rooms  

Everyone could enter the Courtyard, 

…but only the priests could enter the “Tabernacle” 

Here the author is speaking of the Holy Place and its furnishings

It was also called the Sanctuary – v.1

The noun “sanctuary” literally translates as set apart place or holy place 

It basically referred to the tent structure within the tabernacle compound marked off by a wall of curtains 

This area was totally dedicated to the worship of the God of Israel

- If you were a priest entering the Sanctuary or Holy Place 

Upon entering, you would see a “candlestick” directly to the left side 

Described in Exodus 25:31-37

It was made of solid gold, all in one piece, with six branches, three on each side of the main stem for a total of seven lights 

Seven is the biblical number for perfection 

Since there were no windows in the Tabernacle 

The Lampstand provided light 

The Lampstand pictures Christ, the Light of the world 

Jesus said in John 8:12 – “... I am the light of the world: he that followeth Me shall not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life”

Jesus is “... the true Light, which lighteth every man that cometh into the world” - John 1:9

After salvation, He continues to light the way for the believer 

John 12:46 – “I am come a light into the world, 
that whosoever believeth on Me should not abide in darkness”

-  Next, immediately across or on the right side was the “table, and the showbread” 

The Table, 2 ½’ high and 1 ½’ wide, made of acacia wood overlaid with gold 

Described in Exodus 25:23-30 

On the Table were twelve loaves of Bread

Every Sabbath morning the Priest would place twelve new loaves on the table 

Described in Leviticus 24:6-9

The old bread was food for the Priests as they ministered in the Holy Place

According to tradition 8 priests held hands as they changed the bread, and passed it for fellowship  

The “table” is symbolic of the fellowship that we enjoy in the Light of Christ's Presence

Not only with God, but with each other  

“Twelve” was typical of the twelve tribes of Israel  

There is no doubt as to the significance and symbolism of the “bread” 

The Bread is Typical of Christ, the True Bread of life found in John 6:32-58  

Jesus said in John 6:35 – “... I am the bread of life: he that cometh to Me shall never hunger...”

- The 3rd piece of furniture found in the Holy Place was the “golden censer” 

v.4a – “Which had the golden censer” 

Also called the “altar of incense” 

Described in Exodus 30:27

In v.3 it is associated with the 2nd veil because of it close association with the Holiest of All 

This is described in Exodus 30:1-10 …  

The altar of incense stood just in front of the second veil that led into the Holy of Holies  


The High Priest would fill the golden censor with coals from the Brazen Altar and sprinkle incense upon the coals

This is what Zacharias was doing when the angel appeared onto him to announce the conception of John the Baptist in Luke 1 

This was done every day as well as on the Day of Atonement 

Leviticus 16:12, 13 – “And he shall take a censer full of burning coals of fire from off the altar before the Lord, and his hands full of sweet incense beaten small, and bring it within the vail: And he shall put the incense upon the fire before the Lord, that the cloud of the incense may cover the mercy seat that is upon the testimony, that he die not:”

As the incense burned and smoldered, a sweet and satisfying fragrance would fill the air 

When the High Priest went into the Holy of Holies on the Day of Atonement …  

He would pull the veil back to enter and the smoke from the incense would enter in and would cover the Mercy Seat 

Psalms 141:2 – “Let my prayer be set forth before Thee as incense...”

The Altar of Incense is typical of the intercessory prayer of Jesus Christ, our great High Priest who 


… has entered into the presence of God and daily intercedes for us 

These 3 pieces of furniture Typifies Christ as our Light, our Bread and our Intercessor 

3. The Holy of Holies 

v.3 – “And after the second veil, the tabernacle which is called the Holiest of all;” 

This second room was off limits to even the Priests 

Only the High Priest could enter into the Holy of Holies and then, only once a year, on the Day of Atonement

The writer of Hebrews describes the main piece of furniture in the Holy of Holies in … 

vs. 4, 5 - “... the ark of the covenant overlaid round about with gold, wherein was the golden pot that had manna, and Aaron's rod that budded, and the tables of the covenant;” “And over it the cherubims of glory shadowing the mercy-seat; of which we cannot now speak particularly”

The details of the Ark are rich in significance and application 

And are described in Exodus 25:10-22 

First, let’s look at …

-  The Chest (Ark of the Covenant) – v.4 


Was “…overlaid round about with gold …”

The “ark of the covenant” was an oblong chest measuring 45” long x 27” wide x 27” high 

It was made of acacia wood and overlaid inside and out with gold

Next, we’re given … 

-  The Contents 

The Writer gives us the Details of what was in the Ark 

The Ark contained 3 things 

v. 4 - “wherein was the golden pot that had manna, and Aaron's rod that budded, and the tables of the covenant” 

All the contents of the Ark had to do with Israel's heritage 

- “the golden pot that had manna” 

Manna was the food of mercy and miracle 

Which God graciously fed His people in the wilderness with 

Found in Exodus 16:14-22

This Pot was a Testimony of God’s Provision 

This is described in Exodus 16:32-36 

- “Aaron's rod that budded” 

The account of the Budding Rod is found in … 

Number 16 & 17 

There; a man by the name of Korah led a rebellion against Moses & Aaron

God instructed Moses to take twelve rods with a tribal name on each and place them in the Tabernacle 

God caused the rod of Aaron to come to life 

It budded, bloomed, and bore almonds 

The dead branch coming to life and bearing fruit was Typical of the resurrection of Christ 

Revelation 1:18 – “I am He that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen; and have the keys of hell and of death”

Romans 4:25 – “Jesus was... delivered for our offences, and was raised again for our justification” 

- “the tables of the covenant;”

The original set of 2 stone tablets were broken by the enraged Moses when he witnessed the idolatrous dancing of the Israelites around the golden calf in Exodus 31:18; 32:15-19



God later rewrote the commandments on 2 new stones tablets, and Moses placed them in the ark

Deuteronomy 10:4, 5 – “And He wrote on the tables, according to the first writing, the ten commandments, which the Lord spake unto you in the mount out of the midst of the fire in the day of the assembly: and the Lord gave them unto me” “And I turned myself and came down from the mount, and put the tables in the ark which I had made; and there they be, as the Lord commanded me” 

-  The Cover (of the Ark) 

v.5 – “And over it the cherubims of glory shadowing the mercy-seat;” 

The lid of the Ark was called the Mercy-Seat

Over the mercy seat were the forms of two cherubim, angelic creatures, made of beaten gold 

Described Exodus 25:18-21  

They were emblematic of the Glory of God, 

(The outward manifestation of the being of God)  

Over the Mercy Seat and between the cherubim was the appointed place where God promised to commune with Israel 

It is the place where God met man 

God said to Moses in Exodus 25:22 – 

“And there I will meet with thee, and I will commune with thee from above the mercy seat”

It was upon this Mercy-Seat that the Atoning Blood was sprinkled by the High Priest on the Day of Atonement 

When the Atoning Blood was sprinkled on the Mercy-Seat it became a place of propitiation 

The word propitiation carries the idea of satisfaction 

Webster defines propitiation as - The act of appeasing wrath and conciliating the favor of an offended person 

Jesus Christ is our Mercy-Seat 

Romans 3:25 - “Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in His blood, to declare His righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God;”

Relating to salvation, propitiation means that Christ met and satisfied the righteous demands of God 

It is interesting to note that the word used for “mercy-seat” here in v. 5 is the same word used for “propitiation” found in Romans 3:25 

The mercy-seat Typifies the Lord Jesus Christ meeting the righteous demand of God and satisfying the law 

As the Lamb of God, He shed His blood and as our Great High Priest as entered into Heaven's Holy of Holies on our behalf

The author closes v. 5 with this statement

“of which we cannot now speak particularly”

He saying that he is not planning on discussing each item of furniture in detail

The Old Testament is the New Concealed 

The New Testament is the Old Revealed 

The Sanctuary and its Furnishings

The writer of Hebrews now turns our attention to - 

B. The Services of the Priests – vs. 6-10 

v. 6 – “Now when these things were thus ordained, the priests went always into the first tabernacle, accomplishing the service of God” 

What “things were thus ordained”?

The word “ordained” means prepared 

It’s talking about the completion of the Tabernacle

The Tabernacle and all the items described briefly in vs. 1-4 

Once that was completed … 


“the priests went always into the first tabernacle, accomplishing the service of God”

After the Tabernacle was built the Priests served regularly in the Holy Place, the first room of the Tabernacle 

1. Every day they would …  

- trim the wicks  

- add oil in the lampstand to keep the lights going 

Exodus 27:20, 21 – “And thou shalt command the children of Israel, that they bring thee pure oil olive beaten for the light, to cause the lamp to burn always” “In the tabernacle of the congregation without the vail, which is before the testimony, Aaron and his sons shall order it from evening to morning before the Lord: it shall be a statute for ever unto their generations on the behalf of the children of Israel” 
 
- put incense on the altar 

Exodus 30:7, 8 – “And Aaron shall burn thereon sweet incense every morning: when he dresseth the lamps, he shall burn incense upon it” “And when Aaron lighteth the lamps at even, he shall burn incense upon it, a perpetual incense before the Lord throughout your generations” 
  
2.  Every Sabbath they would 

- remove the twelve loaves of bread and replace them with new ones

Described in Leviticus 24:5-9 …

v.7 – “But into the second went the high priest alone once every year, not without blood, which he offered for himself, and for the errors of the people:”

Only the high priest could go into the second room, the Holy of Holies 

And that only once a year on the Day of Atonement 

It is further stated that he could Not enter “without blood” 

There is no entrance into God's presence without blood  

The High Priest actually entered the Holy of Holies twice on the Day of Atonement 

- The first time to sprinkle the blood of a bullock upon the mercy seat for atonement of his personal sins  

- The second time to sprinkle the blood of a goat upon the mercy seat for the atonement of the people

This is described Leviticus 16:11-16 …

v. 8 – “The Holy Ghost this signifying, that the way into the holiest of all was not yet made manifest, while as the first tabernacle was yet standing:”

What was “the Holy Ghost … signifying”? 

What is He trying to teach or show us?
 
That …

In the Earthly Tabernacle the way into God's presence had not yet been opened 

“that the way into the holiest of all was not yet made manifest”

The veil still hung there prohibiting man (except for the priests) from entering in

The believer did not have access into the Presence of God

Since only priests could go into the Holy Place and only the high priest into the Holy of Holies, 

The people were restricted from entering the Presence of God  

It’s a vivid reminder that the Old Covenant, the Tabernacle, the Priests, and the Sacrifices would never bring Israel into the presence of God 

“while as the first tabernacle was yet standing”

The First Tabernacle had to come to an end 

So that the Better could be Revealed   

vs. 9, 10 -  “Which was a figure for the time then present, in which were offered both gifts and sacrifices, that could not make him that did the service perfect, as pertaining to the conscience;” 
“Which stood only in meats and drinks, and divers washings, and carnal ordinances, imposed on them until the time of reformation” 


Again we are told that the Old Testament Tabernacle was a “figure” 

The Greek word for “figure” is parabole 

It’s the word we get our word parable from

Which means symbol, simile, comparison 

The Tabernacle was a Type that was to point Israel to the true Tabernacle in Heaven 

Its main purpose was to Teach the Jews about the coming Messiah

Look at the phrase - 

“that could not make him that did the service perfect, as pertaining to the conscience” 

The writer is pointing out that all that ceremony and ritual could not bring peace with God

When he mentions the “conscience” he’s referring to the heart 

The Tabernacle and the Old Covenant focused on the externals rather than the internal 

There was no inner cleansing, only the purifying of the flesh 

Jump ahead to Hebrews 9:13 – “For if the blood of bulls and of goats, and the ashes of an heifer sprinkling the unclean, sanctifieth to the purifying of the flesh:”  

Although the Sacrifices were repeated over and over 

The Guilt and Shame still remained

At best, the Tabernacle made with hands, was only -  

AN EARTHLY “REFLECTION”

But it was An Earthly Reflection of - 

II. A HEAVENLY “REALITY” – vs. 11, 12 

“But Christ being come an high priest of good things to come, by a greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, not of this building;” “Neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by His own blood He entered in once into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for us”

Take note of the words – “But Christ...” 

That is where all the difference lies  

Christ, the perfect and eternal High Priest entered into Heaven's perfect Tabernacle on our behalf 

The Old Testament Priest went in and out regularly on behalf of man's sin 

Yet, man could not enter God's presence nor was the guilt of sin removed 

“But Christ... by His own blood … entered in once into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for us” 


Yes, the blood of Christ is in Heaven today! 

It is just as fresh and powerful as when it flowed from His wounds at Calvary 

Jesus' entrance into Heaven by His own Blood perfectly fulfills the Old Testament typology of the High Priest's work 

The High Priest, on the Day of Atonement would carry the blood of the sacrificed animal into the Holy of Holies to sprinkle it on the mercy seat 

We will take the subject of Christ's blood up in the next chapter

CONCLUSION

vs.11 & 12 serve as a fitting transition between the last section, which stressed the covenant and the tabernacle, 

And the upcoming discussion, which will highlight the Blood Sacrifice itself

The words “But Christ” shows contrast between the Saviour and the Jewish priests in the place of ministry and in the nature of the respective sacrifices

Christ came to be a High Priest by Divine Oath of a Better Priesthood   

His appointment anticipated “good things to come” 

The eternal realities of which the earthly rites are mere symbols 


His Tabernacle is “greater” in that it was Divinely constructed 

It was “not made with [human] hands” 

It has nothing to do with earthly structures, “not of this building” 

It is also “more perfect” in that He can bring the believing sinner to spiritual perfection through the application of His redemptive work 

Israelites achieved outward, ceremonial, and social perfection through their system 

Christ produces godliness through inward conformity to Himself 

The Heart of the Matter, is a Matter of the Heart 

Always has been, Always will be! 

AN EARTHLY “REFLECTION”

A HEAVENLY “REALITY” 
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