THE BOOK OF HEBREWS #39     
Withstanding Faith – Hebrews 11:23-29  
WITHSTANDING FAITH 

DATE: 1/7/2015 Wed.   

TEXT: Hebrews 11:23-29; Exodus 2:1-10        

INTRODUCTION

We’ve seen … so far in Chapter 11 … 

The Way of Faith Defined, the Worth of Faith (Abel), the Walk of Faith (Enoch), the Work of Faith (Noah), the Willingness of Faith (Abraham), the Wonder of Faith (Sarah) and last time the Waiting of Faith (In all of their lives) 

Now we come to Moses life  

Moses is one of the great heroes of Israel 

This passage describes both Moses and his Parent’s Faith 

They both had a faith that withstood the onslaught of adversity

I want to look at “Withstanding” Faith tonight 

To Withstand means to be resistant to something

~~~Prayer~~~

I. THE “COMMENCEMENT” – v. 23 

“By faith Moses, when he was born, was hid three months of his parents, because they saw he was a proper child; and they were not afraid of the king's commandment”
                                                                                                         Where does Faith begin? … Faith begins with us 

Hebrews 12:2 – “Jesus the author and finisher of our faith”

Galatians 2:20 – “and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave Himself for me”

A. Moses Parent’s 

The account of Moses' parents is recorded in Ex. 2:1-10 

Pharaoh had commanded that all male babies be cast into the Nile River

Ex. 1:22 – “And Pharaoh charged all his people, saying, Every son that is born ye shall cast into the river, and every daughter ye shall save alive”

However, Moses' parents courageously defied the King's orders and hid their son (The Mid-Wives also)

This is Parental Faith! 

Moses' life and ministry hinged upon the Faith of his parents

Another Biblical example is found in …  

B. Timothy’s Mother and Grandmother 

II Timothy 1:5 – “When I call to remembrance the unfeigned faith that is in thee, which dwelt first in thy grandmother Lois, and thy mother Eunice; and I am persuaded that in thee also”

II Timothy 3:15 – “And that from a child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus”

Parents who spend their lives raising children to be successful in the world rather than successful for God, are going to be disappointed! 

Paul warned in Romans 12:2 -  “And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God” 

Thank God for parents who stay true to God in the midst of a wicked world 

Moses' mother and father ignored the pressures and intimidations of the world around them 

“they were not afraid of the king's commandment”

The Believer is under constant pressure to conform to this world 

Those pressures come from Family, friends, & society

THE “COMMENCEMENT” - Faith Begins with us! 

II. THE “CHOICES” – vs. 24, 25 

“By faith Moses, when he was come to years, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter;” “Choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season;”


Moses didn't just happen to get it right 

v.25 tells us that he made a choice to be right 

“Choosing”  

Success in the Christian life doesn't just happen

A. Moses Chose to ‘Reject the Wrong’ 

1. Moses Rejected the World’s ‘Position’ 

v.24 – “By faith Moses … refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter”

Moses stood in line to inherit the throne of Pharaoh  

Moses could have been the king of all the Egyptian empire 

Acts 7:22 – “And Moses was learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians, and was mighty in words and in deeds”

Moses’ schooling may have come from the Egyptians

But Moses’ up bringing came from Godly Parents 

Exodus 2:6-10 …

Moses’ Parents - Numbers 26:59 – “And the name of Amram's wife was Jochebed, the daughter of Levi, 
whom her mother bare to Levi in Egypt: and she bare unto Amram Aaron and Moses, and Miriam their sister” 


Moses Rejected the World’s ‘Position’

2. Moses Rejected the World’s ‘Pleasures’

v.25 – “Choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season;”

For 40 years, Moses lived in Pharaoh's court 

-- He lived in the very lap of luxury and privilege 

-- He was part of the royal family 

-- He lived in the nicest home in town 

-- He had the best education available 

-- He dressed in the finest clothing 

-- He ate the best foods 

But yet he turned his back on the luxuries and chose 

“to suffer affliction with the people of God”

Moses Rejected the World’s ‘Position’

Moses Rejected the World’s ‘Pleasures’

3. Moses Rejected the World’s ‘Possessions’ 

v.26 – “Esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt …” 

Moses had everything that the world desires 

He had Position, Prestige, Power and Possessions  

What Moses had in his grasp, most people, 

Even Christian people … would give anything for 

But Moses, by Faith, turned his back on it 

Moses Chose to ‘Reject the Wrong’

The Position, Pleasures & Possessions of this world

B. Moses Chose to ‘Reach for the Good’ 

1. He Chose the Right ‘Relationships’ 

v. 25a – “Choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God …” 

Think about this! 

The people Moses chose to associate with were slaves

I Corinthians 1:27 – “But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty;”  

So far as the world went they were nobodies 

They had nothing and were going nowhere 

They were doomed to a life of misery and affliction  

But because they were God's people, 

… they were Moses’ people though 

When he could have rubbed elbows with the elite of the land, 

He chose rather to identify with God's people 

It is a sad thing that more Christians won't do the same 

He Chose the Right ‘Relationships’

2. He Chose the Right ‘Riches’ 

v.26a – “Esteeming [high regard] the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt…” 

Moses considered the insults received over the cause of Christ … 

To be worth more than all that the king of Egypt had to offer 

Song: The songwriter said it well - I'd rather have Jesus than silver or gold; I'd rather be His than have riches untold;

Jesus said in Matthew 10:32, 33 – “Whosoever therefore shall confess Me before men, him will I confess also before My Father which is in heaven” “But whosoever shall deny Me before men, him will I also deny before My Father which is in heaven”

Moses confessed his God before men! 

He Chose the Right ‘Relationships’


He Chose the Right ‘Riches’

3. He Chose the Right ‘Rewards’ 

v.26b – “for he had respect unto the recompence of the reward”

2 words to look at here 

“respect” - means to look towards, to fix the eyes earnestly or attentively  upon 

“recompence” – means a return on investment  

Moses eyes were fixed upon the coming rewards 

In other words, Moses' vision was focused upon the reward of serving God, 

Rather than upon the temporal wealth and luxury of Egypt

THE “COMMENCEMENT” – Begin with us 

THE “CHOICES” – Are up to us 

III. THE “COURAGE” – v.27 

“By faith he forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king: for he endured, as seeing Him who is invisible”

“Moses … endured, as seeing Him who is invisible”

Quote: Andrew Murray said – “Here is the mighty power of faith; it sees what others cannot see.” 


Moses was a man who could have enjoyed the temporal luxuries of his privilege  

He could have enjoyed the prestige and pride of being called the son of Pharaoh's daughter 

He could have enjoyed the pleasures of sin for a season  

However, when Moses considered eternity, a mere life time did not appeal to him 

Moses didn't waste his life fearing the wrath of the king  

Moses chose God and God's people rather than the world and its pleasures 

The Bibles admonishes us in Colossians 3:2 – “Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth” 

That exactly what Moses did!  

When Moses compared the hand that Ruled Egypt to the hand that Made the universe, 

He trusted in the unseen hand of God 

THE “COMMENCEMENT” – Begins with us 

THE “CHOICES” – Are up to us 

THE “COURAGE” – Comes to us by seeing Him who is invisible 

IV. THE “COMMITMENT” – v.28 

“Through faith he kept the Passover, and the sprinkling 

… of blood, lest He that destroyed the firstborn should touch them”

Moses exercised faith in God and followed His instructions in instituting the Passover found in Exodus 12

Killing a lamb and sprinkling its blood on the doorpost would make no sense to most 

Yet God said He was about to pass judgment on all who would not  

Moses …by simple faith…did exactly what God said

And for all those … who by Faith … did the same 

THE “COMMENCEMENT” – Begin with us 

THE “CHOICES” – Are up to us 

THE “COURAGE” – Comes to us by seeing Him who is invisible 

THE “COMMITMENT” – is something we decide 

Let’s close with …

V. THE “COMPENSATION”– v.29 

“By faith they passed through the Red sea as by dry land: which the Egyptians assaying to do were drowned”

We find this account in Exodus 14 

Moses had led the Israelites up out of Egypt 


Coming to the Red Sea they found themselves in a dangerous and difficult situation 

They were hemmed in between the Sea and Pharaoh's fast approaching army 

Humanly speaking it was an impossible situation 

A faithless man would have given up and died on the shores of the Red Sea 

Many of the Israelites were faithless and cried out against Moses 

But not Moses 

He looked to God in simple faith 

And Moses said unto the people in Exodus 14:13, 14 – 

“Fear ye not, stand still, and see the salvation of the Lord, which he will shew to you to day: for the Egyptians whom ye have seen to day, ye shall see them again no more for ever” “The Lord shall fight for you, and ye shall hold your peace” 

Moses fully believed God and in faith expected a Divine miracle which God delivered 

By faith, Moses again obeyed the instructions of God and lifted his rod, stretching forth his hand over the waters   

The sea divided and the people of God walked across on dry land  

The armies of Pharaoh died 

Faith pays great dividends 

THE “COMMENCEMENT” – Begin with us 

THE “CHOICES” – Are up to us 

THE “COURAGE” – Comes to us by seeing Him who is invisible 

THE “COMMITMENT” – is something we decide 

THE “COMPENSATION” – comes when we decide right 

“WITHSTANDING FAITH”
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