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INTRODUCTION  

As we come to Exodus 13, I’d like to look at some of the Instructions that God gives Israel as they Depart Egypt

Throughout Exodus 12, God gives Moses detailed instructions on how to keep the Passover and the Feast of
Unleavened Bread 

Then, in Exodus 13:1, 2 seemingly out of the blue, God ever-so-briefly introduces the setting apart of the firstborn

Then Moses returns, in vs. 3-10 to give detailed instructions for the Feast of Unleavened Bread 

Then, in vs. 11-13 returns to the subject of the firstborn and furnishes some very thorough rules 

God wants children to be saved, to know that He is the God of Salvation, Redemption, and Deliverance 

This is what the Dedication of the Firstborn was all about 

Remembering and Teaching the children of God's people that He had delivered His people out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery 

God wanted every child of His people to know this one great fact 

He is the God of Salvation, Redemption, and Deliverance 

So, how could God best do this? 

How could He make sure that His people never forgot? ...

He would do it by establishing a Day of Dedication, a day when His people would Dedicate their firstborn sons to Him 

This God did, in founding the great day called, 

“The Dedication of the Firstborn” 

But God did more than this 

He tied this day to the Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Bread 

Remember … 

The Passover was that great day when God's judgment had fallen upon the firstborn of Egypt, 

But had passed over all who had put themselves under the blood of the sacrificial lamb 

The Passover was the greatest day in the life of Israel, 

The day when God delivered His people from Egyptian slavery 

(a symbol of the world and of man's enslavement to sin) 

The Feast of Unleavened Bread was a seven-day celebration of the Passover 



The eating of the Passover lamb was celebrated on the first day of the feast 

Unleavened bread reminded the Israelites of the urgency of fleeing the evil of slavery, that they must immediately begin their journey to the promised land 

And now the Dedication of the Firstborn was to remind the Israelites...

-- That God has declared Israel as His firstborn son 

Exodus 4:22 – “And thou shalt say unto Pharaoh, Thus saith the LORD, Israel is my son, even my firstborn:” 

-- That every family was to teach their children of God's great redemption  

By dedicating the firstborn to God, the parents would set the precedent, the pattern of dedicating all their children to God

The point to see is this, the Passover, the Feast of Unleavened Bread, and the Dedication of the Firstborn were all tied together 

All three celebrations focused upon the greatest day in the life of Israel, the day of God's great deliverance from Egyptian slavery 

It was the day when the people of God began their great journey to the promised land 

But each celebration focused upon one separate feature  

Each was to remind the believer of one specific truth of God's great Deliverance


~~~Prayer~~~ 

I. THE SYMBOLISM OF SALVATION  

I don’t know if you have notice, but God has been emphasizing over and over the importance of the Passover  

The Passover focuses upon God's great Salvation of the believer who hides behind the blood of the Lamb

The Passover lamb was the animal God directed the Israelites to use as a sacrifice the night God struck down the firstborn sons in Egypt 

Exodus 12:3 – “Speak ye unto all the congregation of Israel, saying, In the tenth day of this month they shall take to them every man a lamb, according to the house of their fathers, a lamb for an house:” 

This was the final plague God issued against Pharaoh, and it led to Pharaoh releasing the Israelites from slavery 

Exodus 11:1 – “And the LORD said unto Moses, Yet will I bring one plague more upon Pharaoh, and upon Egypt; afterwards he will let you go hence: when he shall let you go, he shall surely thrust you out hence altogether”  

After that fateful night, God instructed the Israelites to observe the Passover Feast as a lasting memorial 

Exodus 12:14 – “And this day shall be unto you for a memorial; and ye shall keep it a feast to the LORD throughout your generations; ye shall keep it a feast by an ordinance for ever” 

God instructed every household of the Israelite people to select a year-old male lamb without defect 


Exodus 12:5 – “Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male of the first year: ye shall take it out from the sheep, or from the goats:” 

Leviticus 22:20, 21 – “But whatsoever hath a blemish, that shall ye not offer: for it shall not be acceptable for you” “And whosoever offereth a sacrifice of peace offerings unto the LORD to accomplish his vow, or a freewill offering in beeves or sheep, it shall be perfect to be accepted; there shall be no blemish therein” 

The head of the household was to kill the lamb at twilight, taking care that none of its bones were broken, and applying its blood to the tops and sides of the doorframe of the house 

Exodus 12:7 – “And they shall take of the blood, and strike it on the two side posts and on the upper door post of the houses, wherein they shall eat it” 

God also gave specific instructions as to how the Israelites were to eat the lamb, 

The lamb was to be roasted and eaten 

Exodus 12: 8 – “And they shall eat the flesh in that night, roast with fire, and unleavened bread; and with bitter herbs they shall eat it” 

With their Bags packed and ready to go 

Exodus 12:11 – “And thus shall ye eat it; with your loins girded, your shoes on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and ye shall eat it in haste: it is the LORD'S Passover” 
                                                                                                                    In other words, they had to be ready to travel

                                                                                                               God said that when He saw the lamb’s blood on the doorframe of a house, He would “pass over” that home and not permit “the destroyer” to enter  

Exodus 12:23 – “For the LORD will pass through to smite the Egyptians; and when He seeth the blood upon the lintel, and on the two side posts, the LORD will pass over the door, and will not suffer the destroyer to come in unto your houses to smite you” 

Any home without the blood would have their firstborn die  

Exodus 12:12, 13 – “For I will pass through the land of Egypt this night, and will smite all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and against all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgment: I am the LORD” “And the blood shall be to you for a token upon the houses where ye are: and when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and the plague shall not be upon you to destroy you, when I smite the land of Egypt” 

The New Testament establishes a relationship between this Passover lamb and the Lamb of God, Jesus Christ 

I Corinthians 5:7 – “Purge out therefore the old leaven, that ye may be a new lump, as ye are unleavened. For even Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us:”  
 
John the Baptist recognized this … 

John 1:29 – “The next day John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world” 

And the apostle Peter links the Perfect Lamb with Christ 

I Peter 1:19 – “But with the precious blood of Christ, …

… as of a lamb without blemish and without spot:” 

Jesus is qualified to be called the One “without blemish” 

… Because His life was completely free from sin 

Hebrews 4:15 – “For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin” 

II Corinthians 5:21 – “For He hath made Him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him” 

In Revelation, John the apostle sees Jesus as a Lamb, looking as if it had been slain  

Revelation 5:6 – “And I beheld, and, lo, in the midst of the throne and of the four beasts, and in the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as it had been slain…”

Jesus was crucified at the time of the Passover  

Mark 14:12 – “And the first day of unleavened bread, when they killed the passover, His disciples said unto Him, Where wilt thou that we go and prepare that Thou mayest eat the passover?”  

The Bible says believers have symbolically applied the sacrificial blood of Christ to their hearts and thus have escaped eternal death 

Hebrews 9:12, 14 – “Neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by His own blood He entered in once into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for us” “How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?” 

Just as the Passover lamb’s applied blood caused the “destroyer” to pass over each household of Israel in Egypt 

Christ’s applied blood causes God’s judgment to pass over sinners and gives life to those believers 

Romans 6:23 – “For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord” 

As the first Passover marked the Hebrews’ release from Egyptian slavery, 

So, the death of Christ marks our release from the slavery of sin 

Romans 8:2 – “For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of sin and death” 

As the first Passover was to be held in remembrance as an annual feast 

So, Christians are to memorialize the Lord’s death in the Lord’s Supper until He returns 

I Corinthians 11:26 – “For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do shew the Lord's death till He come”

The Old Testament Passover lamb (although a reality in  Moses’ Day) was a mere foreshadowing of the better and final Passover Lamb, Jesus Christ 

Hebrews 7:19 – “For the law made nothing perfect, but the bringing in of a better hope did; by the which we draw nigh unto God”  

Through His sinless life and sacrificial death, Jesus became the only One capable of giving people …

… a way to escape death and a sure hope of eternal life 

I Peter 1:20, 21 – “Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last times for you” “Who by Him do believe in God, that raised Him up from the dead, and gave Him glory; that your faith and hope might be in God” 

The Passover was Shadow (a Type) of things to come

I Corinthians 5:7 b – “For even Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us:”  

SALVATION  

II. SANCTIFICATION - vs. 3-10  

The Feast of Unleavened Bread focused upon the necessity of fleeing the slavery of Egypt (sin and the world), of immediately heading for the Promised Land

After someone is saved, they need to begin their journey to the Promised Land

The place of Victory over the Flesh, the World and the Devil  

Sanctification is God’s will for us 

I Thessalonians 4:3 – “For this is the will of God, even your sanctification,” 

The word sanctification is related to the word saint; 

Both words have to do with holiness 

To “sanctify” something is to set it apart for special use; 


To “sanctify” a person is to be set apart unto holiness  

Jesus had a lot to say about sanctification in John 17 

In v. 16 the Lord says, - “They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world” 

In v. 17 – “Sanctify them through Thy truth: Thy Word is Truth” 

In Theology, Sanctification is a state of separation unto God; all believers enter into this state when they are born again 

I Corinthians 1:30 – “But of Him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom, and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption:” 

The sanctification mentioned in this verse is a once-for-all separation of believers unto God 

It is a work God performs, an intricate part of our salvation and our connection with Christ 

Hebrews 10:10 – “By the which will we are sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all” 

It is sometimes refer to as “positional” sanctification; it is the same as justification 

While we are at least positionally holy 

Set free from every sin by the blood of Christ, 

Acts 13:39 - “And by Him all that believe are justified from all things, from which ye could not be justified by the law of Moses” 

We know that we still sin 

I John 1:10 – “If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His Word is not in us” 

That’s why the Bible also refers to sanctification as a practical experience of our separation unto God  

“Progressive” or “experiential” sanctification (as it is sometimes called) is the effect of obedience to the Word of God in one’s life (It is the Faith Life) 

It is the same as growing in the Lord or spiritual maturity

II Peter 3:18 – “But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ” 

God started the work of making us like Christ, and He is continuing it 

Philippians 1:6 – “Being confident of this very thing, that He which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ:”  
 
This type of sanctification is to be allowed by the believer earnestly 

I Peter 1:15 – “But as He which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of conversation;” 

Hebrews 12:14 – “Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord:” 

And is affected by the application of the Word 

John 17:17 – “Sanctify them through Thy Truth: Thy Word is Truth”  


Progressive sanctification has in view the setting apart of the believer for a purpose 

The Purpose of reaching a lost and dying world 

John 17:18,19 – “As Thou hast sent Me into the world, even so have I also sent them into the world” “And for their sakes I sanctify Myself, that they also might be sanctified through the truth” 

That Jesus set Himself apart for God’s purpose is both the basis and the condition of our being set apart  

John 10:36 – Jesus “Whom the Father hath sanctified, and sent into the world,…”  

We are sanctified and sent because Jesus was 

Our Lord’s sanctification is the pattern of and power for our own 

The sending and the sanctifying are inseparable 

On this account we are called “saints” or “sanctified ones” 

Prior to salvation, our behavior bore witness to our standing in the world in separation from God, 

But now our behavior should bear witness to our standing before God in separation from the world  

Little by little, every day, “those who are being sanctified” 

Hebrews 10:14 – “For by one offering He hath perfected for ever them that are sanctified” 
                                                                                                              … are becoming more like Christ 

                                                                                                            There is a third sense in which the word sanctification is used in Scripture

And that is in “complete” sanctification  

This is the same as glorification  

Paul prays in I Thessalonians 5:23 – “And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ”  

Paul speaks of Christ as our “the hope of glory” in 

Colossians 1:27 – “To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory”

And links the glorious appearing of Christ to our personal glorification in Colossians 3:4  

“When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with Him in glory” 

This glorified state will be our ultimate separation from sin, a total sanctification in every regard  

I John 3:2 – “Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when He shall appear, we shall be like Him; for we shall see Him as He is” 

To summarize, “sanctification” is talking about “holiness” or “a separation” 

In the past, God granted us justification, a once-for-all, positional holiness in Christ  


Now, God guides us to maturity, a practical, progressive holiness 

In the future, God will give us glorification, a permanent, ultimate holiness 

These three phases of sanctification separate the believer from …  

-- The Penalty of sin called Justification  

-- The Power of sin called Living in Victory 

-- The Presence of sin called Glorification 

SALVATION 

SANCTIFICATION 

III. SERVICE  - vs. 1, 2;  

The Dedication of the First Born speaks of someone’s Commitment or Service 

By giving the firstborn to God, the parents would set the precedent of giving all their children to God, 

A sign that that the Family was going to live for God 

Joshua 24:15 – “And if it seem evil unto you to serve the LORD, choose you this day whom ye will serve; whether the gods which your fathers served that were on the other side of the flood, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell: but as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD” 

The fact that we should serve God is obvious in Scripture 


Luke 4:8 – “And Jesus answered and said unto him, Get thee behind me, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve” 

Why we should want to serve God is a more difficult question 

Every Christian asked might have a different reason for serving God

Different people are motivated by different things 

However, the Bible does make clear that, when a person is in a real relationship with God, he will serve God 

We should want to serve God because we know Him; and an inherent part of knowing Him is a desire to serve Him 

It’s always been God’s intention to make us like His Son, 

Romans 8:29 – “For whom God did foreknow, He also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of His Son, that Jesus might be the firstborn among many brethren”  

When we look at Jesus’ life, there’s no denying that He was a servant 

Jesus’ entire life was centered on serving His Father 

Matthew 4:23 – “And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing all manner of sickness and all manner of disease among the people” 

Matthew 20:28 – “Even as the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give His life a ransom for many”  

Then, on the night of His arrest, Jesus washed the disciples’ feet, leaving them with a final Lesson to serve one another 

So, if Jesus is all about serving, and God wants to make us like Him, then it’s pretty obvious that we should be all about serving as well

Genuine service cannot be separated from love, though  

We can go through the motions of serving God, 

But if our hearts are not in it, we’re missing the point  

I Cor. 13 makes it clear that, unless our service is rooted in love, it’s meaningless  

Serving God out of a sense of obligation or duty, apart from love for God, is not what He desires  

Rather, serving God should be a love-filled response to Him who loved us first 

The apostle Paul is a great example of how having a relationship with God through Christ results in a life of service 

Prior to his conversion, Paul persecuted and killed believers, thinking he was serving God 

But after he encountered Jesus on the road to Damascus, 

He immediately devoted the rest of his life to truly serving God by spreading the gospel of Jesus Christ 

Acts 9:20 – “And straightway he preached Christ in the synagogues, that he is the Son of God”


Paul describes this transformation in I Timothy 1:12-14

“And I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who hath enabled me, for that He counted me faithful, putting me into the ministry;” “Who was before a blasphemer, and a persecutor, and injurious: but I obtained mercy, because I did it ignorantly in unbelief” “And the grace of our Lord was exceeding abundant with faith and love which is in Christ Jesus”  

Once Paul became aware of the love and grace that God had given him, his response was to serve God

The Bible offers several motivations for our service 

We should want to serve God because of our salvation 

Hebrews 12:28 – “Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved, let us have grace, whereby we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear:”

Because our service supplies the needs of the Lord’s people 

II Corinthians 9:12 – “For the administration of this service not only supplieth the want of the saints, but is abundant also by many thanksgivings unto God;” 

Because our service demonstrates our faith and causes others to praise God 

II Corinthians 9:13 – “Whiles by the experiment of this ministration they glorify God for your professed subjection unto the gospel of Christ, and for your liberal distribution unto them, and unto all men;” 

Because God sees and rewards our labor of love 

Hebrews 6:10 – “For God is not unrighteous to forget your work and labour of love, which ye have shewed toward His name, in that ye have ministered to the saints, and do minister” 

Each of these is a good reason to serve God

We can give away only what we’ve first received 

The reason we can love and serve God is that He first loved and served us through Jesus Christ 

The more we are aware of and experience God’s love in our own lives  

The more prone we are to respond in love by serving Him  

If you want to serve God, the key is to get to know Him! 

Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal more of God to you 

John 16:13 – “Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, He will guide you into all truth: for He shall not speak of Himself; but whatsoever He shall hear, that shall He speak: and He will shew you things to come” 

When we truly know God, who is love 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Our natural response is a desire to love and serve Him in return 

I John 4:8 – “He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love” 

CONCLUSION 
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